
 

 

 

 

CCD Family Newsletter 

September 9, 2026 - September 16, 2026 

 

 

Two Monday Classes at Capacity 

 

The Monday 5th and 7th grade CCD classes are at 

capacity and have been closed. Space is still available 

in the Tuesday class for both grades. We apologize for 

any inconvenience this may cause families.  

 

 

 

Curriculum for 2026-2027 

 

After a two-year trial of Sadlier publishing's Christ in 

Us series, the OLS CCD program and School are both 

returning to the Loyola Press series Christ Our Life. 

While it is the same basic series that we used for 

decades at the parish, the new edition we will be 



 

using going forward has been updated and features a 

lot of new bells and whistles which will hopefully 

make for a more robust catechesis.  

 

Click HERE to learn more about the Christ Our Life 

curriculum. Be sure to click on the Family Resources 

button to see all of the additional content available to 

families for each grade. Thank you for partnering with 

us to bring the Catholic faith alive for the children of 

the parish. 
 

 

 

 

Family Mass and Coffee & Donuts Return 

Sunday, September 13th 

10:00 am 

 

Our first official 10:00 am Family Mass is this Sunday! 
Please reach out to Colleen McDonald at 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com if your child would like 
to have a special role during the Mass. It's also our 
first Coffee and Donuts of the school year, so be sure 
to set aside a few extra minutes to stop by  
St. Joseph's Hall for refreshments, conversations with 
old friends (and new) and crafts! 

 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/christ-our-life/christ-our-life-2024/


 

 

Spend an Hour with Jesus 

 

Planning for this year's Rosary Congress is already 

underway. This year, the organizers are asking each 

parish ministry to be responsible for finding a Rosary 

leader and an adorer for two one-hour time slots. 
 

Please reach out if you are interested in either 

leading the Rosary or acting as an adorer on 

Wednesday, October 7 from 3pm to 4pm or from 4 

pm to 5pm. We need the participation of many 

individuals in order to make this beautiful event a 

success. Leading the Rosary is not difficult and a 

binder with all the prayers (and even a Rosary) is 

provided. The Congress is a great opportunity to 

spend time with the Lord in prayer. Reach out to Jen 

Noll with questions or if you can help. Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

Annual OLS Parish Picnic 

Sunday, September 20th 

Parish Lawn and School Patio 

12:30 - 4:30 

 

The annual OLS parish picnic is coming up on 

Sunday, September 20th. It's a great way to connect 

with other CCD families in an informal way before the 

start of classes. Be sure to join us for some food, fun 

and friendship. RSVP today to make sure that there 

are enough hot dogs and hamburgers for everyone! 

 

 



 

 

CCD Date Selection 

 

If you were unable to commit to a day of the week at 

registration, please let us know as soon as possible if 

your child will be joining us on Mondays or 

Tuesdays this coming year. Knowing which day our 

students will be attending obviously helps us assign 

catechists where needed. Thanks for your 

cooperation. 

 

Please note that the Monday Grade 5 and Grade 7 

classes are already over capacity and have been 

closed. Tuesday is still available, however, for both 

grades. 
 

 

 

 

CCD Forms for 2026-2027 

 Please complete the following forms prior to the start 

of CCD. Students will not be able to start without an 

up-to-date Emergency Contact Form on file. 

2026-2027 Emergency Contact Form 

2026-2027 Photo Opt In / Out 

 

Mrs. McDonald will email Epi-pen Forms to all the 

families who indicated on their registration form that 

their children require the use of an epi-pen.  

Our Handbook Acknowledgement and the 

Archdiocese of Newark's Digital Communications 

Policy Acknowledgement Forms, as per usual, will be 

sent out in hard copy form in your family's first day 

packet.  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfylN3ABplMVY5a2QzDD-VGmxfxufhvH0KaEcmSva-gaLuM8g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107488663774016295396
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWKM4SydsHteVxJsUUQJNjqtBGF48YL4fTj6rex-vDap2gGg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107488663774016295396


 

 

CCD Begins the Last Week in September 

Click HERE for the complete 2026-2027 CCD Program 

Calendar. As you look forward to the next few 

months, please note that, in a change from previous 

years, class will not be in session on Columbus Day, 

Monday, October 12th, as the SOMA District is not in 

session. 

 

And please be sure to remember that there are new 

start and end times for CCD. This year we will start at 

4:00 pm and end at 5:20 pm.   

  

Homeschooling Begins: Week of September 27th 

Monday Classes Start: September 28th 

Tuesday Classes Start: September 29th 
 

 

New Family and Homeschooling Zooms 

Sunday, September 27th 

7:00 New In-Person Families 

8:00 Homeschooling Families 

Families who are new to the OLS CCD program will 

find it helpful to attend our upcoming Zoom 

orientations. Additionally, even returning homeschool 

families will find it helpful to attend the 8:00pm 

meeting as this year we are returning to the Google 

Classroom tracking format as we are returning to the 

Christ our Life curriculum which does not have a 

designated student portal. A refresher might be in 

order. 

 

Invitations will also be emailed to new families the 

prior week. I promise that the meetings will be short 

and sweet - about 25 minutes. 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing


 

New In-Person Student Parent Orientation Zoom: 

September 27th, 7:00pm  

In-Person Zoom Link 

 

New Homeschooling Parent Orientation Zoom: 

September 27th, 8:00pm 

Homeschooling Zoom Link 
 

 

 

 

OLS Youth Group Registration is 

Underway 

 

Questions about the Youth Group program should be 

directed to Colleen McDonald at 

cmcdonald@olschurch.com or OLS's youth minister, 

Chris Kaiser, at ckaiser@olschurch.com. 

 

There is a mandatory Youth Group parent meeting for 

incoming freshmen on Wednesday, September 30th 

at 8:00pm in the church. The first Youth Group 

meeting for freshmen will be held the next 

Sunday: October 4th, in St. Joseph’s Hall from 7:30-

9:00pm. 
 

Youth Group Link for 9th Grade Students  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85869672994?pwd=OxbO7xJHAz9KEinkEWzTF4P8NRVLLa.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82621118023?pwd=ZN5ufAgxcbnwvbFCYxRvLoZYdYtrwR.1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpHbR5qDVzilKt7Iw66TG-ebIqiahV-YpoKrv2sB6MdhG_rQ/viewform


 

 

Last Call for Cross Country 

Last call for families interested in the OLS School 

Crusaders cross country team. Please reach out to 

Coach Elisa Nicoletti at a.e.nicoletti@gmail.com or 

Nick Rego at olsathletics@gmail.com.  

 

OLS Crusaders Cross Country Registration Form  

 

 

 

 

Last Call for Girls Fall Volleyball 

 Girls in grades 5 through 8 who are interested in 

playing on one of the OLS School girls' volleyball 

teams should reach out to the OLS School athletic 

director, Nick Rego, at olsathletics@gmail.com for 

more info.  

 

OLS Crusaders Girls Volleyball Registration Form  

 

 

mailto:olsathletics@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnnMzyl01bxKD_JG4GYm_LbTTXYPa7wb2J-LnFohELa9FKLw/viewform
mailto:olsathletics@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6qAlhphXbN0Fhng8a5ZB4bRQiOpvTP5jFmPgbY_IV40v12Q/viewform


 

 

OLS St. Cecilia Singers 

 

As you begin to figure out the calendar for the new 

school year, consider signing your child up for our St. 

Cecilia Singers choir. It's a great opportunity for kids in 

grades 3-8 to learn musical technique, gain 

performance experience and share their gifts with 

their parish family. Let Preston Dibble know if your 

child is interested. It's amazing, FREE vocal training. 

 

 

 

 

Honoring Grandparents 

 

As a parish, we are blessed by the many grandparents 

who actively work and participate in handing on the 

faith to their grandchildren. To honor their 

commitment to handing down the faith and in honor 

of World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, the 

Archdiocese of Newark, is hosting a special afternoon 

of reflection. For more information or to register, click 

here  or contact familylife@rcan.org.  Other ideas for 

marking World Day for Grandparents include: 

  

• Offer this Prayer for the Sixth World Day for 

Grandparents and the Elderly. 

 

• Take time this week to call or visit an elderly 

grandparent, family member, neighbor, or 

friend. (I'll be reaching out to Louise Noll who 

is 103 and living in Winchester Gardens.) 
 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6TAn7VvXNUWEs9o8aiStLksPbwzsc7pNmm5r8nOoI9BURVZJWURPOE1YNVZKS1pSTkpDVzJBNVBUNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6TAn7VvXNUWEs9o8aiStLksPbwzsc7pNmm5r8nOoI9BURVZJWURPOE1YNVZKS1pSTkpDVzJBNVBUNC4u
mailto:familylife@rcan.org
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fawavWfOe7nfdvkK70OCuzw2yPO3xn7sJ_4YICPq3ln8dz1HUQqisiGxrbuAVpJtANWdfjVyyatIg65L7w1hYSL49ydijA_mFa0MzKw0RvLeFINxTrdY2nbekewAFlExt0BIg7iJH5nOUQ5V35IFiS-W8pilrV3R0oJArcbX9gcoiQekB7vuhp_nNDfBGbRxavc2YBJ7fZQtzRcbVSz5g0PpjLsp0UsO-AP2V0i8wlZKpAS9Zpnl3Yk-H7_gvYiZT45ne3cPJ8o=&c=R9yeZ5sstvekdCBmpmx8kNjm6cOZuz5wouK7nDQRV9cZwCqhm-j9UA==&ch=lkJw3AgC0jPdmVHlpt6dqFwPLyxxD1RirRWJGtvT_WhIOlyQyqerjQ==
https://ooov4jbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fawavWfOe7nfdvkK70OCuzw2yPO3xn7sJ_4YICPq3ln8dz1HUQqisiGxrbuAVpJtANWdfjVyyatIg65L7w1hYSL49ydijA_mFa0MzKw0RvLeFINxTrdY2nbekewAFlExt0BIg7iJH5nOUQ5V35IFiS-W8pilrV3R0oJArcbX9gcoiQekB7vuhp_nNDfBGbRxavc2YBJ7fZQtzRcbVSz5g0PpjLsp0UsO-AP2V0i8wlZKpAS9Zpnl3Yk-H7_gvYiZT45ne3cPJ8o=&c=R9yeZ5sstvekdCBmpmx8kNjm6cOZuz5wouK7nDQRV9cZwCqhm-j9UA==&ch=lkJw3AgC0jPdmVHlpt6dqFwPLyxxD1RirRWJGtvT_WhIOlyQyqerjQ==


 

 

SAINT / FEAST OF THE WEEK 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

Feast Day: September 15th 

September 15 is a particularly special day for our parish because we celebrate the 

Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, the patroness of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish. It is a 

beautiful opportunity for all of us to reflect on Mary’s deep love for Jesus and on the 

way she remained faithful to God even in the midst of tremendous sorrow. 

The title “Our Lady of Sorrows” reminds us of the many moments when Mary shared 

in the suffering of her Son. Tradition identifies seven sorrows of Mary: Simeon’s 

prophecy at the Presentation of Jesus; the flight into Egypt; losing Jesus in the Temple; 

meeting Jesus as He carried His Cross; Jesus' death on the Cross; receiving Jesus’ body 

after His death; and watching as Jesus was laid in the tomb. 

Mary’s sorrow was not simply sadness. She chose to remain close to Jesus through 

everything - even when she could not understand why these things were happening. 

At the foot of the Cross, Mary shows us what it means to stay faithful, to trust God, 

and to love someone through difficult times. 

This makes Our Lady of Sorrows a particularly meaningful patroness for our parish. 

Every family experiences moments of joy as well as moments of difficulty, 

disappointment, illness, loss, or uncertainty. Mary understands those moments. She 

reminds us that we never have to face them alone and that God is present even in the 

midst of our suffering. 

As we celebrate our parish feast day, perhaps take a few moments as a family to pray 

together and ask Our Lady of Sorrows to watch over our parish and all of our families. 

We can ask her to help us bring our own worries and sorrows to Jesus and, like her, to 

remain close to Him in every season of our lives. 

Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us! 



 

 

 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his 

Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu 

before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that 

you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion 

during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's 

daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the 

church. 

  

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of the Word 

this week: 

 

USCCB: Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

MaryKnoll Brothers Reflection: Forgiveness is the Gift we Give Ourself 

2-Minute Video -Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Explanation 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091326.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://hubs.ly/Q04tP0F40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akAyg5uJr4E


 

 

It's Time for the Mark 10 Mission! 

 

The Mark 10 Mission is back with two brand new 

videos to help you share the Sunday Gospel with your 

children. This week’s videos explore the Parable of the 

Unforgiving Servant and Jesus’ beautiful invitation to 

forgive others as we ourselves have been forgiven by 

God. It’s such a powerful message for children — and 

for all of us! 

  

Why Should I Forgive? - Little Liturgy for Kids 7 and 

Under 

Can I Forgive Like Jesus? - Liturgy for Kids 8 and Up 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQWBCmsx80A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-K_Nex-42Q


Download the September Catechist Magazine Calendar  

 

 

 

 

Catholic Trivia 

  

Question: What does the acronym OCIC stand 

for? 

 

a) Order of Christian Initiation of Children 

b) Office of Catholic Instruction for Children 

c) Order of Catholic Initiation and Catechesis 

d) Organization for Christian Instruction and 

Communion 

Answer: A  

Order of Christian Initiation of Children. The OCIC 

program helps children learn about Jesus and the 

Catholic faith as they prepare to become fully initiated 

members of the Catholic Church. Each year there are 

always several members of the OLS CCD program who 

are also members of the OCIC program preparing for 

Baptism or older, baptized students who are working to 

learn more about the faith in order to celebrate 

Reconciliation and Eucharist with their peers. Please 

keep these students and their families in your prayers.  
 

 

Joke of the Week 

 

Q: What happened when the teacher tied all of her students' shoelaces 

together? 

 

A: "They all had a big class trip!" 

https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/September-2026_KidsCalendar.pdf


 

Jen Noll 
Catechetical Coordinator 
jnoll@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 

 

 

 

https://olschurch.com/

