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October 26th - Chapter 4
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October 6th - Chapter 2
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Gospel Reflection Sticker

Each day when students enter CCD they receive a
sticker relating to our opening service for Sunday's
Gospel. Please ask your kids to see if they can
remember why they received a sticker with "X" on it.

This week the kids received a sticker with lollipops on
it. Why? Well, in Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells the
Parable of the Two Sons. In response to the father's
request, one son says that he will help in the field but
then doesn't go. The other son says he won't go, but
then does. We used the lollipops as an object lesson
to ask the kids how they'd feel if | told them that | was
going to pass out lollipops but then didn't follow
through. We discussed how through conversion we
can open ourselves to making our words match our
actions and our hearts.

OLS CCD First Day Packets

First-day packets were distributed at check-in this
week at CCD. Packets also went home in our
homeschooling families' workbooks.

Please return the following items by October 20th:

e Our Handbook Acknowledgement
Form which was attached to the Family
Handbook or Homeschooling Handbook.

e A copy of this year's Digital Policy. This form
needs to be signed and returned annually in
order for us to be able to assign
homeschooling students to a Google
Classroom class and for in-person students to


https://docs.google.com/document/d/134MsKenqMqv-Lhf968ya0Fn1s3_INEZcjnmqmSkBTdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/134MsKenqMqv-Lhf968ya0Fn1s3_INEZcjnmqmSkBTdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbaJIclt_ztvVdfEHTVZeDuA8cZzi28GEInMOtDIWFo/edit?usp=sharing

be able to access online chapter assessment
when they are out of class for any reason.

First Reconciliation 2026

Information Packets
Each child in CCD currently on the OLS Sacramental
Preparation list should have received a First
Reconciliation information packet at check-in. This
packet contains all of the information you'll need to
be able to successfully work with your child to
prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Parent Meeting
This year's mandatory parent meetings will be held
via Zoom this Thursday, October 1st. You may opt to

attend either the evening or the afternoon session.
Zoom invitations were sent out last week, but here
you go again:

e 1:00 pm Zoom Invite

e 7:00 pm Zoom Invite

Inscription Mass and Activity

Our First Reconciliation Inscription Mass will be held
this Sunday, October 4th at 10:00 am. Students in our
Sacramental Preparation Program will receive a

special blessing at Mass. There will be refreshments
served in St. Joseph's Hall immediately following the
Mass. Mrs. Noll will give a short presentation on the
Parable of the Lost Sheep and then we'll go hunting
for some sheep in the chapel. The event will last
about 30 minutes. Please make every effort to attend.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87196505469?pwd=qKI6yjCV2pVjRBqJp6x0bRVEaOiqTO.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88102015191?pwd=8g9EBCXfpRAGpPHF0IIEuxfDXScLab.1

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

This October, We Need Help On:
October 11th
October 25th

Students in K-3:

OCTOBER 6 -
OCTOBER 7, 2026
Cowe and spend time
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Al are inviced to partizipate: My Spirit Rejoices in God vay Savior

October Family Mass Helpers Needed

Our first Family Mass with children participants and
Coffee and Donuts will be here before you know it!
Please reach out if your children would like to help
out during the Mass.

And if you are interested in taking the concept of
parish stewardship a little bit farther, OLS is in the
process of forming a Hospitality Ministry which would
be in charge of helping to run Coffee and Donuts. So,
if you're looking for an easy and fun way to give back
to the Church, please reach out to ministerial
associate Palma Anton at panton@olschurch.com.
Because those yummy donuts don't just appear by
magic!

Spend an Hour with Jesus

Each year, OLS participates in the international
Eucharistic Rosary Congress. That's a fancy title for an
event that is basically 24 hours of eucharistic
adoration with an hourly recitation of the Rosary.
While you are welcome to attend and pray at any time
during the 24-hour period, we especially invite you

to come and spend some time with Jesus from 3- 5pm
during the time slot assigned for religious education.
You don't need to spend the entire hour - just as long
as your schedule permits. And, please feel free to
bring your children! It's a great way to introduce them
to adoration and Jesus' Presence in the Blessed
Sacrament.
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Growing in faith,
fearning together;

«  one day at a time.

Attention Homeschooling Families
Homeschooling Materials Pick Up

The homeschooling year is now underway! If you
have not done so already, please pick up your child's
workbook and first day packet this week.

As a reminder, once we receive the signed copy of
your Digital Policy Acknowledgement and are
informed of the Gmail account you will be using for
your children's homeschooling, we can assign your
child to a Google Classroom Class. As a reminder,
completion of the online chapter reviews and
accompanying video responses count toward
"attendance" credit. If you have any questions about
how to submit work, please reach out to Jen Noll.




SAINT / FEAST OF THE WEEK

Our Lady of the Rosary
Feast Day: October 7th

Every year on October 7, the Catholic Church celebrates the Memorial of Our Lady of
the Rosary, a beautiful feast that invites us to turn to Mary and, with her, draw closer
to Jesus. The Rosary is much more than simply repeating prayers. As we pray each
decade, we meditate on important moments in the life of Jesus, seeing those
moments through the eyes of His mother, Mary.

The feast has its roots in the Church's long history of praying the Rosary. October 7th
was established as the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary in connection with the Battle of
Lepanto in 1571, when Pope St. Pius V called Christians to pray the Rosary for the
Church and for peace. Over the centuries, the feast and devotion spread throughout
the universal Church.

For families, the Rosary can be a particularly meaningful prayer because it is
something that parents and children can learn and pray together. And don't worry if
your children aren't ready to sit quietly through all five decades! A family Rosary can
begin with just one decade. Young children can hold the beads, take turns leading the
prayers, look at pictures of the mysteries, or simply listen while everyone else prays.
The goal isn't perfect behavior or perfect concentration—the goal is to spend a few
minutes together with Jesus and Mary.

Pray one decade together.
Choose one mystery of the Rosary and pray just that decade. You might even let each
child choose which mystery to pray.

Make a Rosary part of bedtime.
Instead of trying to introduce a whole new family routine, add one decade to
something you already do together.

Let the children participate.
A child can lead the Our Father, another can lead the Hail Marys, and another can
announce the mystery. Even very young children can help count the beads.

Talk about the mystery.
Before praying, spend a minute telling the children what is happening in the mystery.



Ask, “What do you think Mary might have been feeling?” or “What does this story tell
us about Jesus?”

Visit Our Lady together.
Take a few minutes to visit the church, say a Hail Mary together, and perhaps light a
candle in honor of Mary.

And this year, there is a wonderful opportunity right here at OLS!

The Archdiocese of Newark's Eucharistic Rosary Congress takes place next week and
Our Lady of Sorrows will host a 24-hour Eucharistic Rosary Congress beginning
Tuesday, October 6th at 7:00pm and continuing through Wednesday, October 7th at
7pm. The evening begins with Mass, followed by Eucharistic Adoration and hourly
recitation of the Rosary, concluding with Benediction and a guest speaker.

Consider bringing your family to OLS for part of this beautiful celebration! You certainly
don't have to stay for an entire hour—or even an entire decade of the Rosary if you
have very young children. Stop in, spend a few quiet minutes before Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, pray a Hail Mary or a decade together, and let your children
experience the beauty of their parish community gathered in prayer.

What better way to celebrate Our Lady of the Rosary than by praying the Rosary
together as a family and joining our OLS family in doing the same?



In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his
Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu
before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that
you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion
during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's
daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the

church.

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the
Liturgy of the Word this week:

USCCB: Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection
Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100426.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6

MARK10

Mark 10 Mission Little Liturgies

JESUS IS Help your children gain a better understanding of the

KNOCKING

Question: Which set of mysteries of the Rosary was
added in 2002 by St. Pope John Paul II?

a) Joyful
b) Sorrowful

Parable of the Wicked Tenants with these great
Gospel resource videos:

Will | Let Jesus In? (Little Liturgy for Kids 7 and Under)
Jesus is Knocking (Little Liturgy for Kids 8 and Up)

Catholic Trivia

c) Glorious

d) Luminous

Answer: D The Luminous Mysteries, or “Mysteries
of Light,” were introduced by Pope St. John Paul Il in

2002. They focus on important moments in Jesus'

public ministry: times when His divine light was

revealed to the world.

The five Luminous Mysteries are:

1.

2.

The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan

The Wedding at Cana

The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God
The Transfiguration

The Institution of the Eucharist


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hvcn3fIlD-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRiOwPZgjHc

These mysteries remind us that Jesus is the Light of
the World and invite us to reflect on how His light is

present in our own lives. They are traditionally prayed
on Thursdays.

Joke of the Week

TOLD MY SUITCASE WE'RE NOT
GOING ON VACATION THIS YEAR

NOW I'M DEALING WITH
-.EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE



Jen Noll Colleen McDonald

Catechetical Coordinator Religious Education Assistant

jnoll@olschurch.com cmcdonald@olschurch.com
973-763-5454 x235 973-763-5454 x285



https://olschurch.com/

