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v - %) SEPTE BER 20TH i" The annual OLS parish picnic is coming up this

. — 12:30PM -4:30 P PM Sunday: September 20th. It's a great way to connect

with other CCD families in an informal way before the
start of classes. Be sure to join us for some food, fun
and friendship. The OLS Youth Group will once again
be running games for the kids. RSVP today to make
sure that there are enough hot dogs and hamburgers
for everyone! Can't wait to see you there.



New Family and Homeschooling Zooms
Sunday, September 27th
7:00 New In-Person Families
8:00 Homeschooling Families

Families who are new to the OLS CCD program will
find it helpful to attend our upcoming Zoom
orientations. Additionally, even returning homeschool
families will find it helpful to attend the 8:00 pm
meeting as this year we are returning to the Google
Classroom tracking format as we are returning to the
Christ our Life curriculum which does not have a
designated student portal. A refresher might be in
order

Invitations will also be emailed to new families the
prior week. | promise that the meetings will be short
and sweet - about 25 minutes.

New In-Person Student Parent Orientation
Zoom:
September 27th, 7:00 pm
In-Person Zoom Link

New Homeschooling Parent Orientation
Zoom:
September 27th, 8:00 pm
Homeschooling Zoom Link



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85869672994?pwd=OxbO7xJHAz9KEinkEWzTF4P8NRVLLa.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82621118023?pwd=ZN5ufAgxcbnwvbFCYxRvLoZYdYtrwR.1

“The Spirit of the "Eord
{ is upon me... to bring good
news to the poor” Lk 418

5th Grade Monday Class is Closed

The Monday 5th grade CCD classes is at capacity and
has been closed. Space is still available in the Tuesday
class. We apologize for any inconvenience this may
cause families.

Thankfully, Ms. Serrette, a long-time catechist here at
OLS and Rebecca Noll's Confirmation Sponsor, has
agreed to come out of her "retirement" of 4 months
and teach a 7th grade CCD section allowing us to
reopen the Monday class. THANK YOU Ms. Serrette!

Several other classes are only one or two kids short of
reaching our student maximum, so if you have a
friend who has not registered yet, please have them
do so ASAP.

Catechetical Sunday
September 20, 2026

On Catechetical Sunday, the Church gives special
thanks for all those who share the Catholic faith with
others and invites us to pray for those entrusted with
the important ministry of passing on the Good News.
This year’s theme, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...
to bring good news to the poor” comes from Jesus’
proclamation of His own mission: anointed by the
Holy Spirit, He was sent to bring hope, healing,
freedom, and God’s mercy - especially to the poor, the
brokenhearted, and those who are forgotten.

This mission belongs to the whole Church. Every time
we teach a child to pray, help a young person



understand the Gospel, or simply show someone the
love and mercy of Christ, we continue the work Jesus
began.

Please join us in praying for the men and women who
have graciously volunteered as catechists in our OLS
CCD program this year:

Monday Tuesday
Eileen Pucillo 4 - n/a

Michael Laurenzano / Kim Ventura Eileen Pucillo

Kathryne Squilla / Kathleen O'Rourke Jennifer Dudek

Antonio Ingargiola Maria Pollard

Sable Odoemena Maria Santoliquido / Liv McCorry

Fr. Andrew

Jim Brandt

Virginia Archibald

Mary Beth Zurat / Tom Dickerson

Tiemney Norris / Tom Maddi
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Liz Ebert

Vicki Robertson

Spend an Hour with Jesus

Planning for this year's Rosary Congress is already
underway. This year, the organizers are asking each
parish ministry to be responsible for finding a Rosary
leader and an adorer for two one hour time slots.

Please reach out if you are interested in either
leading the Rosary or acting as an adorer on
Wednesday, October 7 from 3pm to 4pm or from 4
pm to 5pm. We need the participation of many
individuals in order to make this beautiful event a



success. Leading the Rosary is not difficult and a
binder with all the prayers (and even a Rosary) is
provided. The Congress is a great opportunity to
spend time with the Lord in prayer. Reach out to Jen
Noll with questions or if you can help. Thanks!

CCD Begins in a Week and a Half!

Click HERE for the complete 2026-2027 CCD Program
Calendar. As you look forward to the next few
months, please note that, in a change from previous
years, class will not be in session on Columbus Day,
Monday, October 12th, as the SOMA District is not is
session.

And please be sure to remember that there are new
start and end times for CCD. This year we will start at
4:00 pm and end at 5:20 pm.

Homeschooling Begins: Week of September 27th
Monday Classes Start: September 28th
Tuesday Classes Start: September 29th

Attention Homeschooling Families

Homeschooling Materials Pick Up
Begins This Weekend

Our student workbooks have been delivered and will
be available for pick up beginning this weekend. You
can stop by the area outside the parish religious
education offices immediately following Mass to pick
up your children's books and first day packets. Books


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing

will also be available for pick up during normal parish
office hours (roughly 9:00 am - 4:00 pm).
Homeschooling begins the week of September 27th,
so don't delay!

Homeschooling Zoom
Sunday, September 27th
8:00 pm
Jen Noll will be hosting a Zoom for all of our
homeschooling families the evening of Sunday,
September 27th at 8:00 pm. During the Zoom you'll
learn all about how to log into your Google Classroom
to access online lesson tests and videos. (For those of
you who have been long-time homeschooling
families, this is the same way we administered the
homeschooling program the last time we used the
Christ Our Life curriculum which does not have a
separate student portal.)

CCD Forms for 2026-2027

Please complete the following from prior to the start
of CCD. Students will not be able to start without an
up-to-date Emergency Contact Form on file.

2026-2027 Emergency Contact Form

2026-2027 Photo Opt In / Out

Mrs. McDonald will email Epi-pen Forms to all the
families who indicated on their registration form that
their children require the use of an epi-pen.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfylN3ABplMVY5a2QzDD-VGmxfxufhvH0KaEcmSva-gaLuM8g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107488663774016295396
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWKM4SydsHteVxJsUUQJNjqtBGF48YL4fTj6rex-vDap2gGg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107488663774016295396

SAINT / FEAST OF THE WEEK

St. Hildegard of Bingen
Feast Day: September 17th

Patron Saint of: Musicians and Writers

What do a medieval nun, a composer, a scientist, a writer, a mystic, and a fearless
Church reformer have in common? They were all St. Hildegard of Bingen!

Born in Germany in 1098, Hildegard was the tenth child in a wealthy family. From a
young age, she experienced profound visions that she understood as gifts from God. At
just eight years old, she was entrusted to the care of a Benedictine community, where
she received her education and eventually became a religious sister.

But Hildegard was far from an ordinary medieval nun!

She became an accomplished writer, theologian, musician, composer, poet, and
student of the natural world. She wrote about plants, animals, medicine, and the
human body. She composed beautiful sacred music and even created her own
imaginary language! She wrote hundreds of letters to everyone from ordinary people
to popes and bishops.



And Hildegard wasn't afraid to speak her mind. At a time when women rarely held
positions of public authority, she preached publicly, traveled throughout Germany,
corresponded with Church leaders, and challenged both clergy and religious leaders
when she believed reform was needed. Pope Eugene |ll gave her permission to write
and speak publicly, and she eventually became an influential spiritual teacher.

Hildegard also founded two monasteries, where she cared for the spiritual and
physical well-being of the women entrusted to her. She encouraged education, prayer,
music, community life, and care for creation.

After her death in 1179, her influence continued to grow. In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI
proclaimed Hildegard a Doctor of the Universal Church, recognizing her extraordinary

holiness and the lasting wisdom of her teaching. She is one of only four women who
have been given this title.

What Can St. Hildegard Teach Our
Families?

1. Be curious about God's world.

Hildegard didn't see faith and learning as opposites.
She wanted to understand everything God had
made—from the stars and plants to music and the
human body. Her example reminds us that asking
guestions, learning new things, and being curious
about the world can actually bring us closer to God.

Family challenge: The next time your child asks a
million questions, don't automatically think, "Here we
go again!" Remember Hildegard—and encourage the
curiosity!

2. Use the gifts God gave you.

Hildegard had many different talents, and she didn't
hide them. She used her gifts to serve God and other



people. Her life reminds us that being good at
science, music, writing, art, organizing, teaching—or
even something as practical as gardening—is not
separate from our faith. Our gifts can become ways of
loving God and serving others.

Family question: What is something God has given
you a talent for? How could you use that talent to
help someone else?

3. Don't be afraid to speak up for what is
right.

Hildegard lived in a world where women had very few
opportunities to speak publicly, yet she courageously
shared what she believed God was calling her to say.
She challenged people in positions of authority when
necessary and encouraged the Church to return to
greater faithfulness.

For our children, that can mean learning to speak up
when someone is being treated unfairly, having the
courage to stand apart from the crowd, or simply
saying, "That's not right" when everyone else is going
along with something they know is wrong.

4. Take care of God's creation.

Hildegard had a deep appreciation for the beauty and
interconnectedness of creation. She saw the natural
world as something that points us toward its Creator.
Pope Benedict specifically highlighted her sensitivity
to nature and her belief that creation's laws should be
respected rather than violated.

Family challenge: Take a walk together and notice five
things you might normally overlook—a tree, a bird,



the clouds, a flower, even the changing colors of the
sky. Thank God for each one.

5. Remember that holiness happens in real
life.

Perhaps one of the most beautiful things about
Hildegard is that her prayer wasn't separated from her
work. She prayed, studied, led people, wrote,
composed music, cared for others, traveled, and dealt
with the ordinary challenges of community life.

Her life reminds us that God can be found in the
middle of our busy lives, too—in homework, meals,
carpools, sports practices, family arguments, music
lessons, chores, and bedtime prayers.

St. Hildegard of Bingen, pray for us!




In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his
Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu
before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that
you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion
during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's
daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the
church.

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of the
Word this week:

USCCB: Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Loyola Press: Sunday Connection
Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy
MaryKnoll Brothers Reflection: The Unfairness of God's Generosity
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IT'S NEVER
TOO LATE



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092026.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://hubs.ly/Q04tP07Z0

Mark 10 Mission Liturgies for Kids

This coming Sunday we hear another parable from Jesus. It is about workers being
called into a vineyard. As with all parables, there are deeper meanings to be
discovered. We pray that these videos help your children to know that they are
constantly called by Jesus into his love. Whatever happens in their day, children can
know that there is always an invitation to turn to Jesus. He loves them and is always
ready to welcome them in!

Mark 10 Mission Video for Kids 8+: (It's Never too Late)
Mark 10 Mission Video for Kids 7 and under: (Will Jesus Invite Me In?)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3P7_-UB6DY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pnhj1A8BAB0

Download the September Catechist Magazine Calendar

Catholic Trivia

Question: st. Hildegard of Bingen isn't the only
Doctor of the Church whose feast day is celebrated on
September 17th. Which of the following saints is also
a Doctor of the Church?

a) St. Robert Bellarmine
b) St. Januarius
c) St. Matthew
d) St. Pius of Pietrelcina

Answer: A St. Robert Bellarmine

A Doctor of the Church is a saint whose teachings
have made an especially important and lasting
contribution to the understanding and teaching of the
Catholic faith. The title is given by the pope to saints
recognized for their holiness, theological insight, and
enduring influence on the Church.

There are currently 38 Doctors of the Church,
including well-known saints such as St. Augustine, St.
Thomas Aquinas, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Thérése of
Lisieux, and St. Hildegard of Bingen.

St. Robert Bellarmine is one of them because of his
outstanding work defending and explaining Catholic
teaching during the Protestant Reformation. A
brilliant theologian, teacher, writer, and bishop, he
helped the Church clearly articulate her beliefs at a
time when many Catholic teachings were being


https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/September-2026_KidsCalendar.pdf

challenged. His writings on theology and Scripture
were so influential that he was named a Doctor of the
Church by Pope Pius Xl in 1931.

Joke of the Week

Read the article at
BabylonBee.com

'Oh, Your Intelligent Creations
Are Trying To Kill You? That's
Interesting,’ Says Jesus



Jen Noll Colleen McDonald
Catechetical Coordinator Religious Education Assistant
jnoll@olschurch.com cmcdonald@olschurch.com
973-763-5454 x235 973-763-5454 x285



https://olschurch.com/

