
  

 

 

 

 

CCD Family Newsletter 

July 8, 2026 - July 22, 2026 

 

Early Bird Pricing Ends July 15th 

Register for CCD Today! 

 

Thank you to all those families who have already registered for the coming catechetical 

year. If you have not done so already, be sure to register by July 15th. Not only will you 

save some money, but you'll also help us ensure that we'll have enough catechists and 

student workbooks this fall. 



 

 



Registration Link to 2026-2027 Registration Form  

 

 

 

 

Homeschooling Connection 

 

Friendly reminder that the Christ in Us student portal 

will shut down on July 11th. Please be sure that you 

have submitted all of your work by that date. Thanks! 

 

 

 

Celebrate America's Saints This Summer! 

 

As we continue celebrating our nation's 250th 

birthday, why not spend some time getting to know 

the holy men and women who helped shape the 

Catholic faith in America? Catholic author Katherine 

Bogner has created a FREE "America the Beautiful" At-

Home Vacation Bible School featuring 14 American 

saints and holy men and women. 

 

Families can explore one saint each day—or spread 

the activities throughout the month of July—with 

prayers, videos, crafts, recipes, coloring pages, maps, 

music, and resources for both children and adults. 

The collection showcases saints from different 

centuries, cultures, and walks of life, reminding us 

that holiness is possible for everyone. It's a fun, 

flexible way to grow in faith together while 

celebrating our country's rich Catholic heritage. Learn 

more and download the free resources here: Look to 

Him and Be Radiant – America the Beautiful At-Home 

VBS 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG1gpKaRFXk0g1quig3p04V0TaMxWLuNWS6Bab8kVQtaK-zg/viewform?usp=header
https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2020/06/america-beautiful-activities-about-14.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2020/06/america-beautiful-activities-about-14.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2020/06/america-beautiful-activities-about-14.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

 

Catholic Summer Reading for Kids 

 

Summer is a great time to catch up on a little reading 

and build those hours for your local library's summer 

reading program. Looking for some great books for 

your kids which highlight both the USA and the holy 

men and women of God? Look no further because 

Katherine Bogner has a great list of options for you! 

Simply click HERE to get started! (It's also a great 

resource for Catholic books to buy for your 

godchildren!) 
 

 

 

Keep the USA Celebration Going! 

 

The fireworks may be over, but the celebration 

doesn't have to end! Keep the spirit of 

America's 250th birthday alive by making these 

fun DIY Christian patriotic necklaces and bracelets. 

Using colorful beads and simple faith-filled phrases 

like "In God We Trust," "One Nation Under 

God," or "God Bless America," kids can create 

wearable reminders that our love for our country is 

strongest when it is rooted in our love for God. 

They're perfect for a rainy afternoon, family craft 

time, or wearing while showing some USA pride while 

watching this summer's World Cup matches. It's a 

simple way to show both your faith and your love for 

our nation! Find the tutorial here: DIY Christian 4th of 

July Necklace Craft. 
 

 

https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2024/07/books-for-catholic-kids-about-holy-men.html
https://www.catholicicing.com/diy-christian-4th-of-july-necklace-craft/
https://www.catholicicing.com/diy-christian-4th-of-july-necklace-craft/


 

 

The 2026-2026 CCD and Sacramental Prep 

Calendars 

 

For those of you who like to plan ahead, the 2026–

2027 CCD Program Calendar and the 2026-2027 

Sacramental Preparation Calendar are now available, 

so start adding our dates to your family calendar. The 

full calendar is also always available on our parish 

website. We look forward to another wonderful year 

of growing in faith together! 
 

 

 

Looking for a Catholic Elementary School 

Option? 

 

As families make plans for the coming school year, we 

would like to highlight our parish school, Our Lady of 

Sorrows School, as another wonderful option for 

Catholic education. Each year, many families 

transition between our parish CCD program and OLS 

School as their educational needs and circumstances 

change, and we are blessed to offer both pathways to 

faith formation within our parish community. 

OLS School provides students with a strong academic 

foundation rooted in Catholic values, helping them 

grow in knowledge, faith, and service. If you are 

exploring educational options for your child for the 

fall, we encourage you to learn more about what OLS 

School has to offer. 

Registration is currently underway for the upcoming 

school year. Please see the flyer for additional 

information or contact the school office to schedule a 

visit and discover all that OLS School can offer your 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_VxiCCnJMk4VPDhZcBPDBHpnFzpBP0YSD1-86W8r-go/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_VxiCCnJMk4VPDhZcBPDBHpnFzpBP0YSD1-86W8r-go/edit?usp=sharing


 

family. We are grateful to have both a vibrant parish 

school and religious education program working 

together to help our young people grow as disciples 

of Christ. 
 

 

 

 

AA Baseball Outing 

 

Need a break from soccer after all the 

World Cup drama? Consider joining the 

OLS Council of the Knights of Columbus 

for their upcoming outing to see 

the Somerset Patriots (Yankees AA) take 

on the Richmond Flying Squirrels (Giants 

AA). Ticket price includes a barbeque 

buffet dinner before the game, 

admission to the game and fireworks).  

 

RSVP to John Becht by July 22nd if you'd 

like to attend what is sure to be a fun 

night out. 

 

 



 

SAINT / FEAST OF WEEK #1 

St. Benedict 

Feast Day: July 11th 

 

Saint Benedict was born in 480 as the son of a Roman nobleman in Nursia, modern day 

Italy. At a young age, he felt called to become a monk and left his family for a life of 

solitude. First, he lived as a hermit in Subiaco to remove himself from the temptations 

of the world and to grow in closer relationship with God. Many people wished to learn 

from him and live in a monastic community under his leadership. Some were able to 

embrace his strict way of life while others abandoned it. He started a monastic 

community in Monte Cassino and many monks came to join him there. He wrote what 

is now called The Rule of St. Benedict to describe how his monks should live a life of 

prayer and work wholly dedicated to God. They prayed for eight hours, worked for 

eight hours, and slept for eight hours. In prayer, they recited the Psalms daily and 

engaged in sacred reading of the Scriptures to increase their faith in God. Saint 

Benedict’s Rule became the foundation for all Christian monastic life throughout the 

history of the Church. 

 

What can families learn from Saint Benedict? We may not live in a monastery, but we 



 

can follow his example by making God the center of our daily lives. Saint Benedict 

taught that ordinary tasks—working, learning, praying, and helping others—can all be 

ways of serving God when they are done with love. Families can set aside time each 

day to pray together, read a few verses from the Bible, share meals, and help one 

another with joyful hearts. By creating peaceful routines, showing kindness and 

respect, and putting God first in both work and rest, our homes can become places 

where faith grows and God's love is lived each day. 

 

 

SAINT / FEAST OF WEEK #2 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Feast Day: July 16th 

The Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, celebrated on July 16, honors the Blessed 

Virgin Mary as the patroness of the Carmelite Order, a religious community that began 

on Mount Carmel many centuries ago. The first Carmelites looked to Mary as their 

spiritual mother and model of faithful discipleship. According to Carmelite tradition, 

Mary appeared to St. Simon Stock in 1251 and gave him the Brown Scapular, a simple 

sign of her loving protection and a reminder to follow her Son, Jesus Christ. The Brown 



 

Scapular is not a good-luck charm or a magical object. Rather, it is a symbol of a 

person's desire to live a life of faith, prayer, and devotion to Christ by following Mary's 

example of trust and obedience to God. 

What can families learn from the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel? Mary teaches 

us that the surest path to Jesus is to follow her example of faith, humility, and love. 

Families can honor Our Lady by praying together each day, reading Scripture, attending 

Mass faithfully, and serving one another with generous hearts. Just as the Brown 

Scapular reminds those who wear it to stay close to Christ, families can find simple 

ways to keep God at the center of their home—displaying a crucifix or image of Mary, 

praying the Rosary together, or asking for Mary's intercession in times of joy and 

difficulty. By inviting Mary into family life, our homes can become places where faith 

grows and Christ's love shines through everything we do. 

 

You can also learn about the significance of the scapular, a sacramental presented by 

our Blessed Mother to St. Simon Stock. Read about how your family can wear the 

scapular as a sign of your love for Our Lady, and about why St. John Paul II considered 

the scapular a Treasure For the Church. 

 

 

https://www.simplycatholic.com/marys-mantle/
http://theotokos.org.uk/st-simon-stock-and-the-brown-scapular/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-07-16
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-07-16
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=3525


 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his 

Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu 

before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that 

you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion 

during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's 

daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the 

church. 

  

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of the Word 

this week: 

USCCB: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

MaryKnoll Brothers Reflection: What Kind of Soil are You? 

 

And the following: 

USCCB: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071226.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://hubs.ly/Q04lgVxB0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071926.cfm


 

 

Mark 10 Mission Videos 

 

In this week's videos, we hear Jesus tell the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1–23). 

A farmer scatters seed onto different kinds of ground, but only the seed that falls on 

good soil grows into a wonderful harvest. Join the Mark 10 Mission and discover that 

Jesus is the sower, his words are the seed, and our hearts are invited to become good 

soil where his love can grow. Through listening, prayer and quiet reflection, children 

are encouraged to welcome Jesus' words and let them bear fruit in their lives.  

 

Little Liturgies - Parable of the Sower (Kids 3-8) 

Parable of the Sower (Kids 8 and Up) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNxPsYvdWsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpIqZyZr0Nw


 

 

Catholic Trivia 

  

Question: 

The Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year 

to certain devotions. What is the month of July 

dedicated to? 

 

a) The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

b) The Holy souls in Purgatory 

c) The Precious Blood of Jesus 

d) The Holy Guardian Angels 

  

Answer: C In the Catholic Church, the month of July 

is traditionally dedicated to the Precious Blood of 

Jesus. This devotion encourages the faithful to 

meditate on the infinite love of Christ and the 

redemptive sacrifice He made by shedding His blood 

for the salvation of humanity. 

 

Click HERE for a list of activities for kids from Look to 

Him and Be Radiant featuring activities to celebrate 

the gift of Jesus' Most Precious Blood. Or, pray 

these prayers, a Litany, or a Chaplet to the Precious 

Blood of Jesus.  
 

 

Joke of the Week 

 

Q: Which state is best for buying a new soccer uniform? 

 

A: New Jersey! 

 

https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2026/06/july-radiant-roundup.html
https://www.catholicgallery.org/prayers/prayers-to-blood-of-jesus/
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/litany-of-the-most-precious-blood-of-jesus-248
https://www.preciousbloodinternational.com/prayers_05.html


 

Jen Noll 

Catechetical Coordinator 

jnoll@olschurch.com 

973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 

 

 

 

 

https://olschurch.com/

