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CCD Registration Continues 

"Early Bird" pricing may be over, but CCD at OLS is still 

likely the best deal on any activity your child is 

involved in. If you have not done so yet, please be 

sure to register as soon as possible so that we can 

finalize our book order for the coming year. 

 

2026-2027 OLS CCD Registration Form 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG1gpKaRFXk0g1quig3p04V0TaMxWLuNWS6Bab8kVQtaK-zg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107488663774016295396


 

 

Homeschooling Connection 

Families who have recently tried to log into their 

child's Christ in Us student portal since July 11th will 

have discovered that, as warned, the Sadlier company 

is no longer servicing the website. Please reach out to 

Jen Noll to learn how to submit student work now 

that the student portal is not longer accessible. 
 

 

 

 

The 2026-2026 CCD and Sacramental 

Prep Calendars 

 

For those of you who like to plan ahead the 2026–

2027 CCD Program Calendar and the 2026-2027 

Sacramental Preparation Calendar are now available, 

so start adding our dates to your family calendar. The 

full calendar is also always available on our parish 

website. We look forward to another wonderful year 

of growing in faith together! 
 

 

Celebrating Grandparent's Day 

The joint feast day of St. Anne and St. Joachim, the 

parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 

grandparents of Jesus, is celebrated on July 

26th. Although they are not mentioned by name in 

Scripture, tradition recognizes Joachim and Anne as 

faithful parents who passed on their love for God and 

helped prepare Mary for her important role in 

salvation history. 

Pope Francis established this celebration in 2021 to 

remind us that grandparents and the elderly are not 

forgotten or overlooked. They are treasured members 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_VxiCCnJMk4VPDhZcBPDBHpnFzpBP0YSD1-86W8r-go/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_VxiCCnJMk4VPDhZcBPDBHpnFzpBP0YSD1-86W8r-go/edit?usp=sharing


 

of our families and our Church. Their stories, prayers, 

and experiences are a precious gift that help younger 

generations discover where they come from and grow 

deeper in faith. 

 

Grandparents Day is a wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate the special role grandparents play in family 

life. Families can mark the day by spending time 

together, calling or visiting a grandparent, sharing a 

meal, looking through old family photos, or asking 

grandparents to share stories about their childhood 

and faith journey. 

Children can also pray for their grandparents and 

thank God for the love and wisdom they provide. A 

simple question like “What is one thing you have 

learned about God throughout your life?” can open 

the door to a meaningful faith conversation. 

Grandparents are often the storytellers of the family, 

passing down traditions, memories, and faith from 

one generation to the next. This Grandparents Day, let 

us celebrate them as living reminders that God's love 

continues through every generation. As Psalm 145 

reminds us, “One generation shall commend your 

works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” 
 

 



 

 

AA Baseball Outing 

 

Need a break from soccer after all the 

World Cup drama? Consider joining the OLS 

Council of the Knights of Columbus for their 

upcoming outing to see the Somerset 

Patriots (Yankees AA) take on the Richmond 

Flying Squirrels (Giants AA). Ticket price 

includes a barbeque buffet dinner before 

the game, admission to the game and 

fireworks.  

 

RSVP to John Becht by July 22nd if you'd like 

to attend what is sure to be a fun night out. 

 

 

SAINT/FEAST OF WEEK #1 

St. Mary Magdalene 

Feast Day: July 22nd  



 

On July 22, the Church celebrates the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene, one of the most 

beloved and inspiring saints in the Gospels (and Mrs. Noll's Confirmation name). 

Although she is often misunderstood in popular culture, the Bible never identifies her 

as a prostitute. Instead, Scripture tells us that Jesus freed her from seven demons 

(Luke 8:2), a sign of His powerful healing and mercy. In response, Mary devoted her life 

to following Him. 

Mary Magdalene traveled with Jesus and His disciples, helping to support His ministry. 

While many fled in fear during Jesus' Passion, Mary remained faithful. She stood near 

the Cross on Good Friday, witnessed His burial, and returned to the tomb early on 

Easter morning with a heart full of love and devotion. 

It was there that the risen Jesus appeared to her first. At first, she did not recognize 

Him, but everything changed when He simply spoke her name: "Mary." In that 

moment, sorrow turned to joy. Jesus entrusted her with the incredible mission of 

announcing His Resurrection to the Apostles, earning her the title "Apostle to the 

Apostles." 

Mary Magdalene's life reminds us that no one is beyond God's mercy and that our past 

does not define our future. She teaches us that a personal encounter with Christ has 

the power to transform a life completely. Her unwavering faithfulness, especially 

during the darkest moments, is an example for every Christian. 

In today's busy world, families often juggle packed schedules, endless notifications, 

and constant distractions. St. Mary Magdalene reminds us that the most important 

relationship we can nurture is our relationship with Jesus. Like Mary, we are called to 

make time to listen for His voice through prayer, Scripture, and the sacraments. 

Her example also encourages families to practice forgiveness. Parents can model God's 

mercy by offering second chances, while children can learn that mistakes are 

opportunities to grow rather than reasons to give up. Finally, Mary's joyful witness 

challenges us to share our faith naturally with kind words, acts of service, and 

conversations about God at home. When Christ is at the center of family life, our 

homes become places where hope, love, and the joy of the Resurrection are lived 

every day. 

 



 

 

A Delicious Feast Day! 

Looking for a fun way to celebrate the Feast of St. 

Mary Magdalene at home? Check out Catholic 

Icing and Hi Cookery. These two websites 

feature delicious recipes from around the world 

inspired by the saint, including French Madeleines, 

Spanish Magdalenas, Austrian Magdalenenstriezeln, 

deviled eggs, and other festive treats. Sharing special 

foods on a feast day is a wonderful Catholic tradition, 

and it's a great way to help children connect their 

faith with happy family memories. After all, kids may 

not remember every detail of a lesson, but they'll 

almost certainly remember the day they celebrated 

St. Mary Magdalene by enjoying a delicious treat 

together! Sometimes the sweetest way to remember 

a saint is through a sweet taste that brings their story 

to mind year after year. 
 

 

 

https://www.catholicicing.com/mary-magdalen-feast-day-ideas/
https://www.catholicicing.com/mary-magdalen-feast-day-ideas/
https://hicookery.com/tag/feast-day-of-st-mary-magdalene/


SAINT / FEAST OF WEEK #2 

Sts. Mary, Martha and Lazarus 

Feast Day: July 29th 

On July 29th, the Church celebrates the Feast of Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, the 

beloved siblings of Bethany who were close friends of Jesus. Since 2021, the Roman 

Catholic Church has celebrated all three siblings together, recognizing the unique 

witness they offer to Christian family life. 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus often visited their home in Bethany, where He found 

both friendship and hospitality. Each sibling reveals a different aspect of discipleship. 

Martha is known for her generous service. In Luke 10:38-42, she busies herself 

preparing to welcome Jesus while her sister Mary sits at His feet listening to His 

teaching. When Martha becomes frustrated, Jesus gently reminds her that while 

serving others is important, making time to be with Him is "the better part." 

Mary models the heart of a disciple. She eagerly listens to Jesus' words and later, 

shortly before His Passion, lovingly anoints His feet with costly perfume as an act of 

gratitude and devotion (John 12:1-8). Her example reminds us that prayer and love for 

Christ should be the foundation of everything we do. 

Lazarus is best known for the extraordinary miracle recorded in John 11. After Lazarus 

dies, Jesus raises him from the dead, revealing His power over death and proclaiming, 

"I am the Resurrection and the Life." Lazarus becomes a living witness to Christ's 

saving power and the hope of eternal life. 

Together, these three siblings show us that Christian discipleship takes many forms. 

Some are called primarily to serve, others to pray and listen, and all are called to trust 

in Christ's promise of new life. 

The family of Bethany reminds us that every member of a household has different 

gifts, personalities, and ways of showing love. Like Martha, family members often 

spend much of their time cooking meals, driving children to activities, working, 

cleaning, and caring for one another. These everyday acts of service are holy when 

they are offered with love. 



 

At the same time, Mary's example challenges families to make space for God amid 

busy schedules. Whether it's praying together before meals, reading a few verses of 

Scripture, attending Sunday Mass faithfully, or ending the day with a simple family 

prayer, spending time with Christ helps keep everything else in perspective. 

Lazarus reminds us that Christ is present during life's greatest joys and deepest 

sorrows. Every family experiences illness, disappointment, loss, and uncertainty. His 

story encourages us to bring those struggles to Jesus with confidence, trusting that He 

walks with us and offers hope even when circumstances seem impossible. 

Perhaps the greatest lesson of the siblings of Bethany is that a holy home is not a 

perfect home—it is a home where Jesus is welcomed. When families make room for 

Christ through loving service, attentive prayer, and unwavering trust, they become 

places where faith grows, hope is strengthened, and God's love is made visible in 

everyday life. 

 

 

Celebrating the Feast of Sts. Mary, 

Martha and Lazarus with Kids 

 

Celebrate the Feast of Sts. Mary, Martha, and Lazarus 

on July 29th by focusing on hospitality, listening and 

new life.  

 

"Be our Guest" Tea Party: Host a tea party or have kids 

help prepare a meal for the family. Talk about the 

importance of being helpful and welcoming to others. 

 

Story Time with Mary and Jesus: Create a "cozy quiet 

corner" with pillows and blankets. Gather the kids to sit 

at "Jesus’s feet" by reading a Bible story or taking 10 

minutes for peaceful prayer. 

 

Lazarus Come Out!: Play a lively game of "Mummy 

Wrap" using toilet paper to symbolize Lazarus coming 

out of the tomb, reminding kids that Jesus brings new 

life and that we can always share our faith.  



 

Make a "Mary and Martha" Obstacle Game: Set up a 

fun obstacle course where kids have to race to complete 

"chores" (like Martha). The second half of the game 

requires them to stop, sit on a cozy rug, and listen to a 

short piece of music or a Bible verse (like Mary). 

 

Bake a "Bethany Welcome" Treat: The trio lived in a 

town called Bethany, known for welcoming Jesus into 

their home. Bake some sweet treats together—like 

cookies or cupcakes—and talk about how they can 

welcome friends and family into their own home with 

love and hospitality. 

 

"Lazarus Come Out" Game: A fun spin on "Hide and 

Seek." One kid (Lazarus) hides, and when the parent or 

sibling shouts "Lazarus, come forth!" the child has to 

hop out of their hiding spot, mimicking Lazarus stepping 

out of the tomb. 

 

Celebrate Sibling Bonds: Because these three were 

brothers and sisters, they are recognized as the patron 

saints of siblings. Encourage your children to do a kind 

deed or draw a thank-you picture for their own brothers 

or sisters to celebrate family unity. 
 

 



 

 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his 

Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu 

before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that 

you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion 

during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's 

daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the 

church. 

  

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of the Word 

this week: 

 

USCCB: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

 

And the following: 

USCCB: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/080226.cfm


 

 

Catholic Trivia 

 Question: 

Most saints are celebrated with an optional or obligatory 

Memorial on the Church's liturgical calendar. Only a select 

few saints have celebrations elevated to the rank of a 

Feast. Which of the following female saints is 

celebrated only as a Memorial (and not as a Feast) on the 

General Roman Calendar? 

a) The Blessed Virgin Mary 

b) Mary of Bethany 

c) Martha of Bethany 

d) Therese of Lisieux 

Answer: D Therese of Lisieux  

The Blessed Virgin Mary has several Feasts (and 

Solemnities) throughout the year. In 2016, Pope Francis 

elevated the celebration of St. Mary Magdalene from an 

Obligatory Memorial to a Feast in recognition of her 

unique role in salvation history. Because she was the first 

person to encounter the Risen Christ and the first to 

announce the joy of the Resurrection to the Apostles, she 

has long been honored with the title “Apostle of the 

Apostles.” This change highlighted the important role of 

women in the life and mission of the Church. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated with several Feasts 

and Solemnities throughout the year, and since 2021, Sts. 

Martha, Mary, and Lazarus of Bethany share a Feast day on 

July 29th. St. Thérèse of Lisieux, though a beloved saint 

and Doctor of the Church, continues to be celebrated with 

an Obligatory Memorial on October 1st. 
 



Want to learn more about the difference between a Solemnity, a Feast and a 

Memorial, see the awesome infographic below: 



 

 



 

Joke of the Week 

 

Q: Why was the octopus embarrassed? 

 

A: It saw the ocean's bottom! 

 

 

Jen Noll 
Catechetical Coordinator 
jnoll@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 

 

 

 

https://olschurch.com/


 


