
 

 

 

 

CCD Family Newsletter 

June 24, 2026 - July 8, 2026 

 

Summer Faith Challenge 

 This summer, challenge your family to: 

• Attend Mass every Sunday, even while 

traveling. (Use MassTimes.org to help you 

discover when and where the closest Mass is.) 

• Pray one decade of the Rosary each week. 

• Read a Gospel story together once a week. 

• Perform one act of kindness or service each 

week. 

• Celebrate the feast day of the saint of the 

week in a special way. 

https://masstimes.org/


 

Small, consistent practices help children see that 

following Jesus is part of everyday life, not just 

something that happens during CCD classes. 
 

 

 

 

Parish July 4th Holiday Weekend Schedule 

The 4th of July holiday will actually be observed 

on Friday, July 3rd here at the parish.  

Our parish offices will be closed on July 2nd as well. 

The Mass schedule for those days is: 

 

July 2nd, Thursday: 7:00 and 12:00 Masses 

July 3rd, Friday: 9:00 am Mass only. No Adoration 

July 4th, Saturday: 9:00 am and 5:30 pm Vigil Mass. 

No Noon Mass or confessions 

July 5th, Sunday: Normal Mass schedule: 8:00, 10:00 

and 11:30. 
 

 

 

Early Bird Pricing Ends July 15th 

Register for CCD Today! 



 

 



Registration Link to 2026-2027 Registration Form  

 

 

 

 

Homeschooling Connection 

 

If you never signed up for an end-of-the-CCD 

discussion time slot with Mrs. Noll, please email her 

directly at jnoll@olschurch.com to schedule a 

mutually agreeable time for her to chat with your 

child. As a reminder, the end-of-the-year discussion is 

a requirement for families participating in the 

homeschooling program. 

 

Additionally, students have until July 11th to complete 

assignments in their Christ in Us student portal. 

Sadlier, the publisher of Christ in Us, is merging the 

websites for several of its offerings and students in 

our homeschooling program will no longer be able to 

access their student portal after the middle of next 

month. 
 

 

 

The Calendars Have Landed! 
 

For those of you who like to plan ahead (and 

especially for those of you who asked us back in 

February when First Communion will be celebrated) 

the 2026–2027 CCD Program Calendar and the 2026-

2027 Sacramental Preparation Calendar are now 

available! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG1gpKaRFXk0g1quig3p04V0TaMxWLuNWS6Bab8kVQtaK-zg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1twRuuYkmu8I4wbbGRW_ZlGaIHfHSL7sB9oguwskY_FA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_VxiCCnJMk4VPDhZcBPDBHpnFzpBP0YSD1-86W8r-go/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_VxiCCnJMk4VPDhZcBPDBHpnFzpBP0YSD1-86W8r-go/edit?usp=sharing


 

We know many families are busy coordinating school 

activities, sports schedules, family celebrations, and 

vacations months (or even years!) in advance. To help 

with your planning, we're releasing next year's 

calendar so you can start penciling in important dates 

now. 

This week, CCD will start the week of September 

27th. And one date in particular that many of our 

sacramental preparation families will want to circle in 

bold marker is First Eucharist, which will be 

celebrated on Saturday, May 8, 2027. 

Of course, life happens and a few dates may need 

minor adjustments throughout the year, but our hope 

is that having the calendar available now will make 

planning a little easier. 

The full calendar is also always available on our parish 

website. We look forward to another wonderful year 

of growing in faith together! 
 

 



 

Looking for a Catholic Elementary School Option? 
 

As families make plans for the coming school year, we would like to highlight our 

parish school, Our Lady of Sorrows School, as another wonderful option for Catholic 

education. Each year, many families transition between our parish CCD program and 



 

OLS School as their educational needs and circumstances change, and we are blessed 

to offer both pathways to faith formation within our parish community. 

OLS School provides students with a strong academic foundation rooted in Catholic 

values, helping them grow in knowledge, faith, and service. If you are exploring 

educational options for your child for the fall, we encourage you to learn more about 

what OLS School has to offer. 

Registration is currently underway for the upcoming school year. Please see the flyer 

for additional information or contact the school office to schedule a visit and discover 

all that OLS School can offer your family. We are grateful to have both a vibrant parish 

school and religious education program working together to help our young people 

grow as disciples of Christ. 

 

 

 

AA Baseball Outing 
 

Need a break from soccer after all the 

World Cup drama? Consider joining the 

OLS Council of the Knights of Columbus 

for their upcoming outing to see 

the Somerset Patriots (Yankees AA) take 

on the Richmond Flying Squirrels (Giants 

AA). Ticket price includes a barbeque 

buffet dinner before the game, admission 

to the game and fireworks).  

 

RSVP to John Becht by July 22nd if you'd 

like to attend what is sure to be a fun 

night out. 

 

 



 

 

31 Days with St. Ignatius: A Simple Summer Retreat 

  

Summer often brings a change of pace, but our 

relationship with God should never take a vacation. If 

you're looking for an easy way to deepen your faith 

during these summer months, consider joining the online 

retreat 31 Days with St. Ignatius from Ignatian 

Spirituality. 

Inspired by the teachings of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, this 

free online retreat delivers a brief daily reflection right to 

your email. Each day includes a short reading, a Scripture 

passage, and a simple prayer exercise designed to help 

you notice God's presence in your everyday life. Best of 

all, you can participate wherever you are—at the beach, 

on vacation, in your backyard, or from the comfort of 

your couch using your phone, tablet, or computer. 

Just a few minutes each day can help you grow spiritually 

and make this summer a season of renewal as well as 

relaxation. Click HERE to sign up. 
 

 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/31-days-with-saint-ignatius/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Retreats%20and%20Summer%20Tasks%3A%20Catholic%20Faith%20Formation%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=cff-jun26-9942


 

SAINT / FEAST OF WEEK #1 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Date: June 24th 

 

On June 24, the Church celebrates the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. It is one of the 

few birthdays honored on the Church calendar. Most saints are remembered on the 

day of their death, which marks their birth into eternal life. Indeed, the Church 

officially celebrates the births of only three people: Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 

John the Baptist. 

Why is this feast so important? Even before he was born, John had a special mission 

from God. The angel Gabriel announced his birth to his parents, Zechariah and 

Elizabeth, and John leapt for joy in his mother’s womb when Mary visited Elizabeth. 

John grew up to become the great prophet who prepared people to welcome Jesus, 

calling them to repentance and pointing to Christ as the Lamb of God. 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist reminds us that God has a purpose for every 

person, even before they are born. Like John, we are called to help others know and 

love Jesus. 



 

Here are a few simple ways to celebrate this feast as a family: 

• Read together the story of John’s birth in Luke 1:5–25 and 1:57–80. 

• Crafts for Zechariah and Elizabeth (Bible Crafts & Activities) 

• Birth of John the Baptist Activities & Worksheets (Bible Fun for Kids) 

• His Name Is John Lesson (Sermons 4 Kids) 

• The Birth of John the Baptist Games and Printables (Sunday School Zone) 

• The Birth of John the Baptist Worksheet (The Religion Teacher Members) 

As we celebrate St. John the Baptist, may we joyfully echo his message and point 

others to Christ through our words and actions. 

 

SAINT / FEAST OF WEEK #2 

Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Feast Day: June 29th 

 

https://biblecraftsandactivities.com/crafts-for-zechariah-and-elizabeth/
https://www.biblefunforkids.com/2014/05/birth-of-john-baptist.html
https://sermons4kids.com/his_name_is_john.htm
https://sundayschoolzone.com/bible-story/the-birth-of-john-the-baptist/
https://members.thereligionteacher.com/birth-johnthebaptist-worksheet/


On June 29, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, honoring 

two of the greatest apostles and pillars of the early Church. 

Though they came from very different backgrounds, God used each man in 

remarkable ways. Peter, a humble fisherman chosen by Jesus to lead His Church, 

became the first pope and a courageous witness to the Gospel. Paul, once a 

persecutor of Christians, experienced a dramatic conversion and devoted his life to 

sharing the Good News with people throughout the world. 

The Church celebrates these saints together because their unique gifts and faithful 

witness helped establish and strengthen the early Christian community. Their lives 

remind us that holiness is possible for everyone—and that God can work through 

our strengths, weaknesses, and even our mistakes. 

For children, this feast is a wonderful opportunity to discover that God calls each of 

us to share our faith in different ways. Some people lead like Peter, while others 

teach and encourage like Paul. Together, we all have an important role in building up 

the Church. 

Here are a few simple ways to celebrate this feast as a family: 

• Read about Peter and Paul in the Bible, including Matthew 16:13–19, Acts 

9:1–22, and Acts 12:1–19. 

• Talk about the special gifts and talents God has given each member of your 

family and how they can be used to serve others. 

• Pray for our Holy Father and for all Church leaders, following Peter’s example 

of faithful leadership. 

• Look at a map of Paul's missionary journeys and imagine what it was like to 

travel and share the Gospel in the early Church. 

• Create simple symbols for each saint: keys for Peter and a book or sword for 

Paul. 

• Visit, the Shower of Roses website for a ton of great resources to help you 

celebrate the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. (My favorite are the juice box 

boats to highlight St. Paul's maritime adventures.) 

https://aleteia.org/2018/09/19/a-quick-guide-to-st-pauls-travels-according-to-todays-map/
https://showerofrosesblog.com/2011/saintly-summer-fun-saints-peter-and/


 

As we celebrate Saints Peter and Paul, may we be inspired by their courage, faith, 

and willingness to follow Jesus wherever He leads. Like them, may we boldly share 

the Good News and help build up the Church in our homes, our parish, and our 

community. 

 

Mark Ten Mission - Little Liturgies 

 

In the Mark 10 Mission episode for older kids, explore how Pope Leo XIV is the 

successor of St Peter (thus the Holy Father's appearance on this week's banner above). 

Learn what happened when the Mark 10 Mission team travelled to Rome for the 

conclave in May 2025, along with some of the remarkable moments they experienced 

and witnessed there. Then, be led into an invitation to pray for Pope Leo as he carries 

out the mission entrusted to St Peter by Jesus himself. 

  

The Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul (Children 8+) 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXPzV7zZHgk


 

In video for the younger set, children are invited to reflect on the courage and love of 

Saints Peter and Paul. They are asked to consider how both saints were unafraid to 

show their love for Jesus and how Jesus chooses those who love him to lead and serve 

his Church. 

  

Sts. Peter and Paul (Children 8 and Under) 

 

 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his 

Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu 

before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that 

you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion 

during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's 

daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the 

church. 

  

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of the Word 

this week: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOEUieXvtuQ


 

USCCB: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

 

And the following: 

USCCB: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

June Catechist Magazine Calendar 

 

 

Download the June 2026 Calendar Here  

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062826.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/070526.cfm
https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/June-2026_KidsCalendar.pdf


 

 

Catholic Trivia 

 Question:  

The Pope's Prayer Intention is a special prayer request 

that the Holy Father entrusts to Catholics around the 

world each month. Through these intentions, he 

invites us to pray for a particular need facing the 

Church or the world and to unite our prayers with 

Catholics everywhere. This month, the pope's prayer 

intention is for: 

 

A) The value of sports. 

B) That everyone might have food. 

C) Priests in Crisis. 

D) Disarmament and peace. 

Answer: A - the value of sports! The pope must 

know that the World Cup started this month and that 

sports, and soccer/futbol in particular, are on the 

minds of many people around the globe.  

 

The pope asks us to pray that sports may be a source 

of peace, friendship, respect, solidarity, and personal 

growth. The Holy Father reminds us that sports can 

bring people together across cultures and nations, 

teaching teamwork, perseverance, and fraternity 

rather than division or hostility. 

For families, this intention is a wonderful reminder 

that whether we are playing on a team, coaching, 

cheering from the sidelines, or simply enjoying a 

game together, we can strive to model good 

sportsmanship, kindness, and respect for others. By 

doing so, we help make sports a place where Christian 

values shine. 
 



 

 

Joke of the Week 

 

Q: What did the soccer announcer get for Christmas the year he was really, really 

naughty? 

 

A: C-oooaaalll!!! 

 

Jen Noll 
Catechetical Coordinator 
jnoll@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 

 

 

 

 

 

https://olschurch.com/

