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CCD in April 

Monday 

April 6th - NO CCD: Easter Break 

April 13th - CCD Resumes with Lesson 17 

April 20th - Lesson 18 

April 27th - Lesson 19 

 

Tuesday 

April 7th - No CCD: Easter Break 

April 14th - CCD Resumes with Lesson 17 

April 21st - Lesson 18 

April 28th - Lesson 19 
 



 

 

 

Homeschooling Connection 

Week of April 5th 

 

Your child will not be assigned any work the week 

of April 5th for Easter Break. If you have fallen behind 

on your work, however, you may find that the next 

few weeks present an excellent opportunity to catch 

up on missed assignments. After all, this coming 

week is the most important one of the Church year, so 

talking about one's faith couldn't happen during a 

better time! 

 

There are only 3 weeks of CCD left in our catechetical 

year for our homeschooling families: April 12th, April 

19th and April 26th.  
 

 

 

 

"Spy" Wednesday at OLS 

 

7:00 am Mass 

12:00 pm Mass 

12:30 - 1:00 pm Confessions 

 

"Spy" Wednesday Video: 

The Meaning of "Spy" Wednesday 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j94gVLaOFTc


 

 

Holy Thursday at OLS 

 

9:00 am Sung Morning Prayer 

7:30 pm Mass of the Lord's Supper 

(Church will remain open for prayer until 

11:00 pm) 

 

Last Supper Videos for Kids: 

Saddleback Kids (Last Supper) 

The Last Supper from The Bible Miniseries 

Jesus of Nazareth (The Last Supper) 

 

Craft Idea: 

Last Supper Place Mat 
 

 

 

Good Friday at OLS 

 

9:00 am Sung Morning Prayer 

12:00 - 1:00 pm Confessions 

3:00 pm Service of the Lord's Passion 

7:30 Living Stations of the Cross 

 

Friendly Reminder: 

Good Friday is a day of fasting and abstinence. 

Catholics aged 18-59 must observe fasting by eating 

only one full meal and two smaller, meat-free meals 

that together do not equal one full meal. Additionally, 

all Catholics aged 14+ must abstain from meat 

entirely. Liquids, including coffee and milk, are 

allowed, but snacking between meals is not. 

https://youtu.be/SigoALSS1R8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBFUnc3qXZU&t=13s
https://youtu.be/c8RmJlwwa0g?si=i4-iGMS5uDtdVGGK
https://cathfamily.org/last-supper-table-mat/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=cathfamily-mar-29-4-enjoy-your-week-with-god


 

 

Mrs. Noll Recommends: 

The Youth Group's presentation of the Living Stations 

of the Cross is a great way for your child to learn 

about the Lord's Passion and Death. It is also a 

wonderful opportunity for your children to see 

teenagers living out their faith. I urge you to attend 

this powerful evening of reflection. 

  

Simple Suggestion: 

Jesus hung on the cross from noon until 3:00 pm. You 

can show Jesus your solidarity (and get a better 

appreciation of just how long Jesus was on the cross 

for our sins) by maintaining 3 hours of silence in your 

house. Nothing to buy - just a simple but profound 

recognition of Christ's sacrifice. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Holy Saturday at OLS 

 

9:00 am Sung Morning Prayer 

9:45 am Blessing of the Easter Baskets 

10:00 am Egg Hunt and Family Social with 

Crafts 

 

8:00 pm Solemn Easter Vigil 

 

Hop to It! 

The Geis family helped the Easter Bunny 

stuff 1367 eggs. (Thanks Geises - that takes longer 

than one would think!) That's a lot of candy and 

treats! Be sure to stop by for our hunt and then stay 

for some bagels and munchkins as well as some fun 

catechetical crafts. 

  

Easter Vigil = Fire! 

At the start of the Easter Vigil, a new fire is kindled 

outside the church to symbolize Christ as the Light of 

the world rising in victory over darkness and sin. From 

this fire, the Paschal candle is lit and then carried into 

the darkened church, representing the light of Christ 

spreading to the faithful. As the flame is shared, it 

reminds us that Christ’s resurrection brings hope, life, 

and illumination to all. 
 

 



 

 

Holy Saturday Kids Crafts 

 

We have some really great kids crafts all prepped and 

ready to go for our Holy Saturday Family Social - like 

this Easter cross constructed out of pool noodles! Be 

sure to stop by and grab some refreshments while 

your kids work on some of the following: 

• Easter Cross: Stay Afloat with Christ 

• Create Your Own Paschal Candle 

• The Easter Story Paper Doll Set 

• The Colors of Holy Week Priestly Vestments 

• Holy Week Egg Mobile 

• Pull Apart Bible Verse Easter Egg 
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Easter Sunday at OLS 

 

Easter Sunday Mass at: 

8:00 am 

10:00 am 

11:30 am 

 

Jesus's tomb was empty, but our church certainly 

won't be! Be sure to arrive a few minutes early to be 

sure you get a parking space to celebrate the 

Resurrection of our Lord! 
 

 

 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday at OLS 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday, celebrated on the Sunday after 

Easter, focuses on God’s boundless mercy and 

forgiveness, revealed through Jesus Christ. It is rooted 

in the visions of St. Faustina and invites the faithful to 

trust in God’s mercy, seek reconciliation, and show 

mercy to others. 

 

This year, Divine Mercy Sunday is April 12th 

2:30 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

3:00 pm Praying of the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

 



 

 

 

OLS School Track and Field Team Open 

to CCD Students 

 

Did you know that along with the recent changes to 

the CYO program here at OLS that you child is also 

eligible to participate on the school's Track and Field 

team? Here are the details: 

 

The track team is open to boys and girls in grades K - 

8. 

 

There will be three practices a week at Floods Hill in 

South Orange (Tuesday/Thursday 6:00-7:00pm; 

Saturdays 10:00am-11:00am) 

 

Meets are on select weekends from late April 

through early June. 

 

Events include: shot put, javelin, meter sprints, meter 

long distance, meter relays (grades 3-8) ; fun run 

(grades K-2) 

  

Track and Field Parent Committee 

The track and field program needs volunteer coaches 

for this season. Please consider helping out. Practice 



 

dates will be determined by coaching 

availability. Roles needed include 

 

Conditioning Coaches: in charge of practices, sets the 

workouts for each practice, determines running event 

placement for each athlete 

 

Field Event Coaches: in charge of practices, establishes 

the field events for each athlete 

 

Team Managers: runs the TeamSnap account, 

registers rosters for meets, works with Athletic 

Director to obtain payment for meets, communicates 

school to school 

 

Meet Helpers: coordinates with coaches & team 

manager at meets to ensure each athlete is ready for 

their events at meets 
 

Register for OLS Crusaders Track & Field  

 

 

 

Empowering God's Children Lessons 

Your participation is critical. If we do not have 

enough parents having these discussions at home, 

we may need to devote a CCD class to the 

Empowering God's Children lessons. As a parent 

myself, I feel strongly that the home is the best place 

for discussion of this nature, so please help us by 

having an important conversations with your kids 

about this year's Empowering God's Children 

lessons: Boundaries: You Have Rights!, and Secrets, 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenpBe6d_TPY32w6wlTw0hvQ_OZBQWO3ZyHQqpG928Uhkonrg/viewform


 

Surprises and Promises. You can access this year's two 

lessons at the links below: 

  

Lesson 3 - Boundaries: You Have Rights! 

Grades K-2 Lesson Three 

Grades 3-5 Lesson Three 

Grades 6-8 Lesson Three 

Lesson 4 - Secrets, Surprises and Promises 

Grades K-2 Lesson Four 

Grades 3-5 Lesson Four 

Grades 6-8 Lesson Four 

  

Please let us know that you've participated in this 

important mission by completing this simple, 3-

queston survey by April 1st: Empowering God’s 

Children Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement Google 

Form. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

Catholic Relief Services                   

Lenten Collection  

 

For those of you who will be joining us in our Lenten 

collection, we will start to collect CRS Rice Bowl 

boxes when we return to CCD after Easter on April 

13th and 14th. Thanks! If you would like to drop it off 

at the Main Office prior to then, you may. (The 

general idea is for you to donate with your children 

throughout the season of Lent.) 
 

https://www.virtusonline.org/educators/Ls13_Plan.pdf
https://www.virtusonline.org/educators/Ls15_Plan.pdf
https://www.virtusonline.org/educators/Ls17_Plan.pdf
https://www.virtusonline.org/educators/Ls14_Plan.pdf
https://www.virtusonline.org/educators/Ls16_Plan.pdf
https://www.virtusonline.org/educators/Ls18_Plan.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSco5h4gO8-ONIg5Z-lNAi8nRM_pz9-O-EsuYMeQlAu-F7e5vQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSco5h4gO8-ONIg5Z-lNAi8nRM_pz9-O-EsuYMeQlAu-F7e5vQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSco5h4gO8-ONIg5Z-lNAi8nRM_pz9-O-EsuYMeQlAu-F7e5vQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor


 

 

Celtics Basketball Camp 

Celtics Basketball Camp will once again be held this 

summer at Our Lady of Sorrows in South Orange for 5 

weeks in June and July.  Camp is open to Girls and 

Boys currently in grades 2-7. Camp days include 

fundamental skills instruction, games, contests, 

prizes, awards, and a camp T-shirt. The hours are 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

Visit www.stjosephscyo.org/celtics-basketball-

camp/ for more information and to register. You can 

also email celticsbasketballcamp@gmail.com with any 

questions. 

 

 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his 

Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu 

before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that 

you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion 

during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's 

daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving church.  

http://www.stjosephscyo.org/celtics-basketball-camp/
http://www.stjosephscyo.org/celtics-basketball-camp/
mailto:celticsbasketballcamp@gmail.com


 

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the 

Liturgy of the Word: 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

 

 

 

Mark 10 Mission Videos for Kids 

 

What is Easter? He is Risen! 

Easter Sunday: He is Risen! 

 

 

 

April Catechist Magazine Calendar 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HckZsx1RBVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFZHRMu5oI8


 

 

 

Download the April 2026 Calendar Here  

 

 

 

Catholic Trivia 

  

Question:   

On March 28th, Pope Leo became the first modern 

pope to visit which Roman Catholic European 

country? 

https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/April-2026_KidsCalendar.pdf


 

a) Albania 

b) Croatia 

c) France 

d) Monaco 

 

Answer: d Monaco Unlike many modern European 

nations, Monaco officially recognizes the Catholic 

Church as the state religion. Only a tiny handful of 

countries still have Catholicism as their official state 

religion in law including Vatican City, Malta, Costa 

Rica, and Liechtenstein. Monaco is the last European 

country whose constitution declares “the Catholic, 

apostolic, and Roman religion” as the state religion, 

making Pope Leo’s visit a spotlight on Europe’s final 

officially Catholic state. Click HERE to read 10 Catholic 

Facts about Monaco from EWTN News. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/europe/10-catholic-facts-about-monaco-billionaires-martyrs-and-europe-s-last-catholic-state
https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/europe/10-catholic-facts-about-monaco-billionaires-martyrs-and-europe-s-last-catholic-state


 

Joke of the Week 

 

 

 

 

Jen Noll 
Catechetical Coordinator 
jnoll@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 

 

 

 

https://olschurch.com/

