
 

 

 

 

 

CCD Family Newsletter 

December 10 - December 17, 2025 

Help Us Share the Story of the Nativity 



 

 

2025 OLS Christmas Pageant Sign Up  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4EADAC23A2F85-61087393-olschristmas#/


 

 

Annual Pizza Social 

 

Our post-pageant pizza social evite will go out next 

week. If you'd like to attend, be sure to sign up once 

you receive it as it is a very popular event and we 

need to make sure that there are plenty of slices for 

everyone! 

 

Thank you to Tory Sommers and Meghan McCormick 

for volunteering to help our veteran pizza social 

organizer, Liz Ebert, with this year's event. 
 

 

 

 

CCD Resumes in January 

 

This was our final week of classes for the 2025 

calendar year. While CCD classes don't resume until 

January, there is still a lot going on for families here at 

OLS. Please be sure to check all the flyers below for 

dates and times. 

 

Next Monday Class - January 5th 

Next Tuesday Class - January 6th 
 

 

Gospel Reflection Image 

 

Each week, all of our in-person CCD students will 

receive a sticker with an image relating to our Sunday 

Gospel reflection when they first enter the church. 

This week's sticker featured an image of the Nike 

"swoosh".  Students on Monday did not receive a 

sticker since they attended an actual Mass versus our 

usual reflection. Each week, a great dinnertime 

follow-up question after CCD is: "Why did Mrs. Noll 



 

give you a sticker with X on it?" The answer to this 

past week's question is: Marketing is a powerful tool 

to help spread messages. The Nike swoosh is perhaps 

one of the most iconic logos on the planet and helped 

to propel Nike into a position of global athletic 

footwear dominance. Long before modern marketing 

and social media influencers, there was John the 

Baptist who shared a powerful message from God 

that the messiah was coming. 
 

 

 

 

Homeschooling Connection 

Week of December 14th 

NO CCD (Christmas Break) 

 

Unless...you have fallen behind in your work. If that's 

the case with your child this year, please use the 

Christmas break to catch up on religious education 

assignments. After all, the Advent and Christmas 

seasons are perhaps some of the BEST times of the 

year to really focus on the pillars of our faith. 
 

 

 

Attention Sacramental Prep Families 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation 

Saturday, December 13th 

10:00 am - Church 

Thank you to everyone who took time out of their 

busy Advent preparations to attend our First 

Reconciliation Retreat last Saturday. You kids were 

great to work with. We look forward to seeing you 

and your child this Saturday for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. There will be a short penitential 



 

service and then the priests will hear confessions. 

Please continue to practice celebrating the sacrament 

with your children before Saturday so that they feel 

even more comfortable. Conducting an Examination 

of Conscience in advance is also a great idea as is 

praying the Act of Contrition before bed.  

 

As a reminder, everyone in your family who has 

celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation is 

welcome to join our Sacramental Prep students and 

go to confession.  
 

 

 

 

Coffee and Donuts Family Mass 

Sunday, December 14 

10:00 am 

 

Join us this Sunday at 10:00am for our next Family 

Mass with Coffee and Donuts. Thanks to everyone 

who responded to our flyer with offers to help. It's so 

wonderful to see so many of our parish kids putting 

their faith in action by helping out at our Family 

Masses. And, of course, be sure to stop by St. Joseph's 

Hall after Mass for a sweet treat or two.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Advent at OLS 

 

 

 

OLS Christmas Carol Sing & Living Nativity 

December 14th 

4:00 pm  

 

It is widely known that we have one of the finest musical 

departments in the Archdiocese of Newark (I think THE 

best, but I am, of course biased). Be sure to mark your 

calendars to come out and be refreshed and renewed by 

the joy of the beautiful music of the season. All of our 

choirs will be performing - especially those adorable St. 

Cecilia Singers!  

 

Lions and tigers and bears - not quite! But the OLS Youth 



 

Group will present the Living Nativity with live animals 

immediately following the Carol Sing. They also 

serve cookies and chocolate milk, so be sure to add a 

little extra Advent joy to your life by joining us this 

Sunday. 
 

 

 

Saint / Feast of the Week 

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

December 13th 

Patron of: The blind and those with eye disorders, the Poor 

Attributes in Art: A plate or dish holding her eyes, a lamp or candle, a crown or wreath 

of candles, a palm branch, a dagger or sword 

St. Lucy, whose feast we celebrate on December 13, was a young Christian woman 

living in Sicily during the early 4th century, a time of intense persecution. Known for 

her deep love of Christ and her desire to serve the poor, Lucy consecrated her life to 



 

God. She would secretly bring food and aid to persecuted Christians hiding in the dark 

catacombs, and because she needed both hands free to carry supplies, she wore a 

crown of candles on her head to light her way. This is why she is often depicted with a 

glowing wreath: a symbol of her steadfast courage and her role as a bringer of light in 

times of danger and fear. Ultimately, Lucy gave her life rather than deny her faith, and 

Christians through the centuries have looked to her as a model of purity, bravery, and 

devotion. St. Lucy is traditionally pictured with a tray containing two eyes because it is 

said that she had her eyes torn out through torture for being a Christian, but through a 

miracle, she could still see! 

For families today, St. Lucy’s life offers several meaningful lessons. Her generosity 

toward the poor invites us to ask as a family: How can we be a light for someone in 

need? Donating food, participating in a parish service project, or encouraging children 

to give from their own abundance can help your home reflect Lucy’s spirit of charity. 

Her courage in standing up for her beliefs can also spark helpful conversations about 

choosing what is right even when it is hard or unpopular. 

Finally, St. Lucy reminds us that true light comes from living close to Christ. Families 

might honor her feast day by praying together, lighting a candle at dinner, or talking 

about ways to bring Christ’s light into daily life: through kindness, honesty, forgiveness, 

and service. In a world that often feels dark or overwhelming, St. Lucy shows us that 

even simple, faith-filled acts can shine brightly and guide others toward God. 

 



 

 

Celebrating St. Lucy's Feast Day 

 

The good folks over at the Catholic Icing have a load 

of great ideas for celebrating the feast day of St. Lucy. 

St Lucy (known also as Santa Lucia) features 

prominently in Swedish culture and the celebration of 

her feast day is very popular there. Visit the Catholic 

Icing for the full collection of ideas for celebrating this 

brave young woman. Simply click HERE to learn more 

about St. Lucy and Christmas in Sweden.  

 

 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his 

Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu 

before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so 

that you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good 

discussion during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to 

your family's daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after 

leaving the church. 

  

https://www.catholicicing.com/st-lucy/


 

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the 

Liturgy of the Word: 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

MaryKnoll Brother's Reflection: The Proof is in the Pudding 

 

 

Mark 10 Mission Little Liturgies 

Look to the Mark 10 Mission to help you lead children through the beauty of the 

Advent season. These two new videos feature the upcoming Gaudete Sunday and 

welcome children into the joy of knowing that Jesus came into the world at Christmas.  

  

Little Liturgy for ages 4-8: Filled with Advent Joy 

Little Liturgy for ages 8-12: The Joy of Advent 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121425.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://hubs.ly/Q03NhG-00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=724uFOdxQqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrIvnfvHqyM


 

 

Catechist Magazine December Calendar Download  

 

 

 

Catholic Trivia 

 

Question: 

On Sunday evening immediately following the Carol Sing, 

the Our Lady of Sorrows Youth Group leaders will present 

the Living Nativity in the front yard of the rectory. OLS' 

Youth Group leaders are those students who return to the 

https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/December-2025_KidsCalendar.pdf


 

program after Confirmation to help run weekly Youth 

Group meetings and retreats. They also participate in 

parish events by hosting Coffee and Donuts, running kid 

activities at the Parish Picnic, reenacting Jesus's Passion in 

the Living Stations of the Cross and braving the bitter cold 

in the Living Nativity.  

 

What percentage of last year's Confirmation class 

returned this year as Youth Group leaders? 

 

a) 14% 

b) 27% 

c) 40% 

d) 71% 

 

Answer: D  

This year, 71% of our 10th grade Confirmation 

class returned to be Youth Group leaders during their 

Junior year of High School! That's a pretty amazing 

retention rate - especially when you consider that 

participation is totally optional at this point in these 

young people's lives. There are no required classes. No 

sacraments to prepare for. The only requirement is a 

willingness to share their faith with their peers 
 

 

Joke of the Week 

 

Q: Why did St. Lucy bring extra candles to the celebration? 

 

A: She wanted to brighten everyone's day! 

 



 

Jen Noll 
Catechetical Coordinator 
jnoll@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 
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