
 

 

 

 

CCD Family Newsletter 

November 19 - November 26, 2025 

 

 

Next Week at CCD 

 
Monday, November 24th - Lesson 8  

Essential Question: How do we become 
members of the Church? 

 
Tuesday, November 25th - NO CCD 

Enjoy your Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

Gospel Reflection Stickers 

Each week, all of our in-person CCD students will 

receive a sticker with an image relating to our 

Sunday Gospel reflection when they first enter 

the church. This week's sticker featured an image 

of a sculpture entitled Homeless Jesus created 

by Timothy Schmalz. Each week, a great 



 

dinnertime follow-up question after CCD is: "Why 

did Mrs. Noll give you a sticker with X on it?" The 

answer to this past week's question is: Sunday's 

gospel featured a laundry list of scary events: 

war, famine, starvation...but at the end of it all 

Jesus says, "Don't worry." Jesus is always with 

us - even in the sorrowful times of our life. On 

Sunday, the Church marked the World Day of the 

Poor. To highlight that Jesus is with us even at 

our lowest times, we discussed the problem of 

homelessness and how society's "solution" is 

something termed "hostile architecture" where 

urban spaces are designed to make lingering 

uncomfortable - especially for homeless 

individuals. The children were challenged to open 

their eyes to better, more humane solutions that 

would be pleasing to Christ. 
 

 

 

Homeschooling Connection  

 

Week of November 23rd 

Lesson 8: How do we become members of the Church? 

• Tuna fish donations may be left in the vestibule 

of the church.  

• Our Christmas Goodie Bag collection to benefit 

homebound members of our parish starts next 

week. Please try to participate if your family is 

able. 
 

 



  

Essential Question for Monday, November 24th: 

How do we become members of the Church?  

 

This lesson concentrates on the three Sacraments of 

Christian Initiation—Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist—

and the way these sacraments join us to the Church and 

strengthen us in Christ. 

 

Start Your Christmas Grocery List Today  

 

Each year the CCD program conducts a collection to benefit the homebound 

members of our parish community. These individuals who cannot easily leave 

their homes love it when parishioners show up at their door bearing a bag of 

small gifts, flowers and calendars. Please help us put smiles on their faces by 

sending the item or items listed next to your children's grades.  

 

All items collected in excess of the needed amount will be passed along to the 

OLS Food Pantry. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 



 

 

 



 

 

Thank You! 

Tuna in Water 

 

The OLS Food Pantry will be conducting its pre-

Thanksgiving distribution this Saturday morning. 

Thank you to everyone who donated tuna fish to 

our November collection. We had a great 

response. If you would like to donate additional 

cans, you certainly may. You can send them in to 

CCD or leave them on the table outside the food 

pantry door near the 4th Street entrance to the 

church. The pantry ALWAYS needs tuna fish! 
 

A Fun Advent Kickoff 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar and join your parish family for some breakfast 

and Advent fun after the 10:00am Mass on Sunday, November 30th. Since a lot 

of you already have plenty of Advent wreaths in your house, we're mixing things 

up a little bit this year by including a lot of fun crafts and activities for the kids. 

Be sure to sign up and join us! 



 

 



 

 

 

Sample Advent Breakfast Craft 

 

How cute is this craft? Help your child learn about 

the new liturgical year by coming to our Advent 

Family Craft Breakfast and making one of our 

adorable "Fr. Brians" and "Fr. Andrews". Doesn't 

Fr. Brian look great sporting his green chasuble 

for the end of Ordinary Time? And look, Fr. 

Andrew is already set for Advent in his new 

purple chasuble! 
 

 
Friendly Reminder for our 
Sacramental Prep Families 

Mandatory First Reconciliation Retreat 
Saturday, December 6th 

9:15 - 11:45am 

 

Just a quick reminder that our mandatory retreat for the 

students preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation is 

coming up in just two and a half weeks. Please work 

with your child to complete the student workbook you 

received earlier this fall by the retreat. The Learning 

Reinforcement worksheets are due at the retreat on the 

6th. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated 

the following Saturday. 
 

 

Volunteer Needed 

 

Our amazingly generous 7th grade catechist, Liz Ebert, 

and her family have been running the pizza social 

immediately following the Christmas Pageant for about 

ten years. Liz's children aged out of CCD years ago, 

but somehow she's still in charge of the social. She was 

shadowed by a family two years ago who intended to 

take over the pizza social, but then they had a baby and 

moved! 



 

Please look at your schedule and into your heart to see 

if you can help Liz run the pizza social this year. The 

time commitment isn't great and, other than some 

shopping beforehand (there's a list), and the creation of 

a sign-up, it's really just a quick day-of event. Liz has 

the event down to a science, so there's literally no need 

to overthink things! 

 

This year our pageant and pizza social will be held on 

Sunday, December 21st. The social is immediately 

following the pageant at about 5:00pm. Please reach 

out to Jen Noll or Colleen McDonald if you can help.  
 

 

 

 

Special Pastoral Message on Immigration 
 

On November 12, 2025, and for the first time in 12 

years, the U.S. bishops issued a Special Message 

addressing their concern for the evolving situation 

impacting immigrants in the United States. 

Collectively, the bishops have invoked this 

particularly urgent way of speaking as a body of 

bishops. Here, some of those bishops come 

together to give voice to the message, which 

advocates for a meaningful reform of immigration 

laws and the recognition of the fundamental dignity 

of all persons, including immigrants.  

 

To view the bishops' 4-minute video of their 

statement, click HERE. The Archdiocese of 

Newark's own Cardinal Tobin is the third speaker.  
 

 

https://vimeo.com/1136491561?fl=pl&fe=sh


 

Saint / Feast of the Week 

St. Catherine of Alexandria 

Virgin and Martyr 

Feast Day: November 25th 

Patron of: Lawyers, librarians, philosophers, students, teachers 

Attributes in Art: A spiked wheel, a sword, a palm frond, a crown 

and royal robes 

St. Catherine of Alexandria is one of the most beloved virgin martyrs of the 

early Church, remembered for her remarkable wisdom, courage, and 

unwavering love for Christ. Tradition tells us that she lived in the 4th century 

and was a young woman of noble birth who possessed extraordinary 

intelligence. After encountering the Christian faith, Catherine was so moved by 

the truth of the Gospel that she dedicated her life to Christ and boldly defended 

Him—even before the emperor. When brought to debate a group of scholars, 

she spoke with such clarity and conviction that many of them converted on the 

spot. Her steadfastness ultimately led to her martyrdom, and she is often 

depicted with a wheel, a symbol of the torture device that miraculously broke 

when used against her. 

Catherine’s story is a powerful reminder that holiness is not reserved only for 

the old or experienced—God can work through anyone who sincerely seeks the 



 

truth. She shows us that faith and reason are not enemies but partners, and 

that the pursuit of truth should always lead us closer to God. Her courage in 

professing her faith, even when it was costly, is why she remains a patron saint 

of students, philosophers, and all who seek wisdom. 

For families today, St. Catherine invites us to cultivate homes where truth, 

virtue, and courage are nurtured. Parents can encourage their children’s natural 

curiosity about the world and the faith, helping them ask big questions and 

guiding them lovingly toward Christ-centered answers. Catherine’s fearless 

witness also challenges families to stand firm in their beliefs with charity and 

confidence, even when the culture pushes back. By praying together, learning 

together, and speaking the truth with love, families can follow St. Catherine’s 

example and grow into joyful witnesses of the Gospel. 

 

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of 

his Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over 

the menu before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you 

can expect so that you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And 

like a good discussion during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can 

be applied to your family's daily life helps your family to truly go out and 

proclaim the gospel after leaving the church. 

  



 

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of 

the Word: 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy 

MaryKnoll Brothers Reflection: This is What a king Looks Like 

 

 

The Mark Ten Mission 

In this latest series of video reflections from the Mark Ten Mission, we meet 

Jesus on the cross and helped to understand why Jesus being there shows that 

he is the King of Love. 

  

Little Liturgy (ages 4-8) 

Little Liturgy (ages 8-12) 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112325.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6
https://hubs.ly/Q03C7g3k0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mnfgmv7lWEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LjH3s5Emmo


 

 

Catechist Magazine November Calendar Download 

 

 

 

Catholic Trivia 

Question: On the last Sunday of each liturgical 

year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, also 

known as Christ the King. During which pope's 

papacy was this feast established? 

 

A) Pope Gregory XV in 1585 

B) Pope Pius VII in 1800 

https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/November-2025_KidsCalendar.pdf


 

C) Pope Benedict XV in 1915 

D) Pope Pius XI in 1925 

Answer: D  

Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his 

encyclical Quas primas (“In the first”) to respond to 

growing secularism and atheism. He recognized 

that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and his holy 

law” out of public life would result in continuing 

discord among people and nations. This solemnity 

reminds us that while governments come and go, 

Christ reigns as King forever.  

 

During the early twentieth century, in Mexico, 

Russia, and some parts of Europe, militantly 

secularistic regimes threatened not just the 

Catholic Church and its faithful but civilization 

itself. Pope Pius XI’s encyclical gave Catholics 

hope and—while governments around them 

crumbled—the assurance that Christ the King 

shall reign forever.  Jesus Christ “is very truth, and 

it is from him that truth must be obediently 

received by all mankind” (Quas primas, 7). 

Christ’s kingship is rooted in the Church’s teaching 

on the Incarnation. Jesus is fully God and fully 

man. He is both the divine Lord and the man who 

suffered and died on the Cross. One person of the 

Trinity unites himself to human nature and reigns 

over all creation as the Incarnate Son of 

God.  “From this it follows not only that Christ is to 

be adored by angels and men, but that to him as 

man angels and men are subject, and must 

recognize his empire; by reason of the hypostatic 

union Christ has power over all creatures” (Quas 

primas, 13). 
 

 



 

Joke of the Week 

 

Q: What kind of glass does a turkey drink from? 

 

A: A gobblet! 

 

Jen Noll 

Catechetical Coordinator 

jnoll@olschurch.com 

973-763-5454 x235 

Colleen McDonald 
Religious Education Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
973-763-5454 x285 

Our Lady of Sorrows Website 

 

 

 

https://olschurch.com/

