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CCD Schedule for January

Monday Classes

January 12th - Lesson 10
January 19th - NO CCD (MLK Day)
January 26th - Lesson 11

Tuesday Classes
January 13th - Lesson 8

January 20th - Lesson 9

January 27th - Lesson 10

Wondering why the two classes are so far apart in
their lessons? Well, our Tuesday classes had off for
Election Day and Thanksgiving. No worries though,
everyone will be back on the same lesson after the
MLK and President's Day holidays.



Gospel Reflection Sticker

Each week, all of our in-person CCD students receive
a sticker with an image relating to our Sunday Gospel
reflection when they first enter the church. This
week's sticker featured an image of a whistle. Each
week, a great dinnertime follow-up question after
CCD is: "Why did Mrs. Noll give you a sticker with X on
it?" The answer to this week's question is: Sometimes
the loudest, most confident voice we hear isn't the
one we should be listening to. (King Herod, in
Sunday's Gospel for example, was NOT someone who
could be trusted.) Instead, we should try to attune our
hearts to the quiet voice of God in order to be able to
hear the "truest" voice.

Next Week's Essential Questions

Each week, students in each of our grades look to discover the answers to the same
big, essential questions. Be sure to ask your kids what they talked about in CCD each
week. The questions for the coming week are:

Monday Tuesday
Lesson 10: How are we strengthened for Lesson 8: How do we become
service to God and others? members of the Church?

Homeschooling Connection

Week of January 11th
Lesson 11: How do we know God loves us?




Thank you to those families who used the long break
from CCD to catch up on their CCD studies.

Please remember that submitting the online lesson
tests is the only way we can keep track of
homeschooling attendance, so your child's regular
submissions are important.

CCD Absences

Sadly the Christmas season coincides with cold and flu
season. Thank you to everyone who kept their sick
children home from CCD this week. Sick students can
always keep up with their healthier peers by working
on the lesson for the week and then submitting online
assignments. Christ in Us Lesson Tests are assigned
each Wednesday for all absent students.

If you need help accessing your child's account, please
reach out to Jen Noll or Colleen McDonald. Some
classes have opted to keep their books in the school.
If that is the case, please have your child bring his or
her book home the following week (and then bring it
back with them the next week, of course).
Assignments are posted for three months, so there's
plenty of time to catch up.

Keep washing those hands and stay well!



First "Coffee and Donuts" of 2026
Sunday, January 11th

Sure, it's called "Coffee and Donuts," but did you

know that there are often other yummy treats like
bagels, muffins and fruit? If you haven't joined us for
a 10:00 am Family Mass in a little while, consider
making it one of your New Year's resolutions and start
up this week with our Family Mass and then Coffee
and Donuts. (Unless you've sworn off carbs, then
maybe skip the temptation of Coffee and Donuts and
just go to Mass...)

OLS Family Mass

Thank you to all of the families who have
reached out to offer their children's help
at this Sunday's Family Mass. It's always
so great to see the kids sharing their
talents with the parish. Nothing made
me smile more this Christmas than

listening to the St. Cecilia Singers at the
OLS FAMILY MASS .
10:00 AM 4:00 pm Mass on Christmas Eve.

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

Please note, the January 25th Family
Students in K-3: Greet and Weicomj Before Mass, Mass Wi” ta ke place durlng Cathollc

Hand Out Bulletin

Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful Schools Week, SO OLS School children Wi”

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!

be given preference for volunteer slots.
Thanks for understanding.



ATTENTION:

Sacramental Preparation Families

First Eucharist Parent Meeting
Thursday, January 22nd

1:00 pm or 7:00 pm

Via Zoom

A letter regarding the preparation program for First
Eucharist was emailed to all parents earlier this
afternoon. You can access it HERE.

gE VIIQI'ITUS@ Empowering God's Children
Excellence GPEATR
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Earlier today our office emailed a letter to the parents
of all K-7th grade students regarding the Empowering
God's Children Program. We thank you in advance for
your cooperation and participation. You can access
the letter HERE.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tEtcRzMcnkxK5xr7KU8nLl0BQJLiQoPdLB_oovnQcRU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qxG1PI8wrn8jOREx9NuKIlt9LQ0vVvK-jxuR7pcvtyg/edit?usp=sharing

Youth Free Throw Contest This Friday

Youth Free Throw Contest Does your child play basketball? Looking for
_ B something fun to do this Friday? Then come on down
Knights of Columbus Regina Pacis Council #4066
to the OLS School gymnasium and have your child
participate in the Knights of Columbus Youth Free

Friday, January 9, 2026

6:30 pm
Our Lady of Sorrows School Gym Throw Contest. It's free and a fun way to show off
i e i A cmpee those skills.
: wmn!;aﬁil;ulre.'ﬂr:ﬁnnfmm)
* *No preregistration required®
FREE OF CHARGE

Saint / Feast of the Week

St. Raymond of Penafort, priest
Feast Day: January 7th

Patron of: Lawyers



Since Saint Raymond of Pefiafort lived into his hundredth year, he had a chance to do
many things. As a member of the Spanish nobility, he had the resources and the
education to get a good start in life.

By the time he was 20, he was teaching philosophy. In his early 30s he earned a
doctorate in both canon and civil law. At 41 he became a Dominican. Pope Gregory IX
called him to Rome to work for him and to be his confessor. One of the things the pope
asked him to do was to gather all the decrees of popes and councils that had been
made in 80 years since a similar collection by Gratian. Raymond compiled five books
called the Decretals. They were looked upon as one of the best organized collections of
Church law until the 1917 codification of canon law.

Earlier, Saint Raymond of Pefiafort had written for confessors a book of cases. It was
called Summa de Casibus Poenitentiae. More than simply a list of sins and penances, it
discussed pertinent doctrines and laws of the Church that pertained to the problem or
case brought to the confessor.

At the age of 60, Raymond was appointed archbishop of Tarragona, the capital of
Aragon. He didn’t like the honor at all and ended up getting sick and resigning in two
years.

He didn’t get to enjoy his peace long, however, because when he was 63 he was
elected by his fellow Dominicans to be the head of the whole order, the successor of
Saint Dominic. Raymond worked hard, visited on foot all the Dominicans, reorganized
their constitutions and managed to put through a provision that a master general be
allowed to resign. When the new constitutions were accepted, Raymond, then 65,
resigned.

He still had 35 years to oppose heresy and work for the conversion of the Moors in
Spain. He convinced Saint Thomas Aquinas to write his work Against the Gentiles.

In his 100th year, the Lord let Raymond retire.



In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his
Word. Previewing the readings before Mass is then a bit like looking over the menu
before you get to a restaurant: you have a better idea of what you can expect so that
you can enter into the experience more fully prepared. And like a good discussion
during a meal, discussing the readings and how they can be applied to your family's
daily life helps your family to truly go out and proclaim the gospel after leaving the
church.

Here are a few resources to help your family delve deeper into the Liturgy of the Word:

The Baptism of the Lord (Sunday, January 11th)

Loyola Press: Sunday Connection

Sadlier: This Week's Liturgy



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011126.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://religion.sadlierconnect.com/anonymous/product.html?programId=310&productId=813&programTOCId=4107&subjectId=6&gradeId=23&productEditionType=&productType=&programLanguage=&eventId=PuncJynBAB3BSNDK&eventValidation=7bb15dbaa72789e66ad3b8cab2c048cd._.WvrrmrZErgatWXQHHqOiACZlXYFQzZY-XRUl84ournyP4a475CWTWY6uDrNBrb4j4VX4jHARQHTVfHo6H2LNMC8rhEIt1pb6

Baptism of the Lord Activities for Kids

| wish we had more time with your kids in class to do
all of the great projects to help them connect
Scripture with their lives. Be sure to stop by the
Coffee and Donuts table which is sure to have a great
Baptism of the Lord craft tie in. Or, try one of these at
home:

Holy Spirit / Dove Paper Plate Craft (Catholic Icing)

Holy Spirit Handprint Craft (Catholic Icing)

Bible Craft for the Letter D (Dove) (Catholic Icing)

Holy Water Bottle Craft (Catholic Icing)

Baptism Crafts for Kids (eHow)

Baptism of Our Lord Wreath Craft (Catholic Inspired)

Baptism of Our Lord Shell Craft (Catholic Inspired)

3-Minute Video - Baptism of Lord Explained



http://catholicicing.com/holy-spirit-craft-make-a-dove-from-a-paper-plate/
http://catholicicing.com/holy-spirit-craft-handprint-dove/
http://catholicicing.com/bible-craft-for-the-letter-d-dove-with-olive-branch/
http://catholicicing.com/make-a-holy-water-bottle-craft-with-catholic-kids/
http://www.ehow.com/list_6152450_baptism-crafts-kids.html
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2011/08/john-baptist-jesus-baptism-seashell.html
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/01/baptism-of-our-lord-shell-craft-plus.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ai9_hT1jrEQ
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Mark 10 Mission Little Liturgies

I’'m delighted to share with you the Mark 10 Mission's brand new celebration of the
Word videos for children. The videos mark the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord,
which the Church celebrates this Sunday.

In the Gospel, we hear how Jesus goes to the River Jordan to be baptized by John. As
he comes up from the water, the heavens open, the Spirit descends and the voice of
the Father speaks. The videos invite children into the awe and beauty of this moment
and explain how the same Spirit descends on each person at Baptism. They also share
how God invites each of us into his family, he loves us completely and is always
pleased with who we are. Check them out!

The Baptism of the Lord (ages 4-8)

The Baptism of the Lord (ages 8-12)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mmIRVeymso
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/the-mark-10-mission
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Catechist Magazine January Calendar Download

Catholic Trivia

Question: When Jesus is baptized by John in
the Jordan River, which three signs reveal the
Holy Trinity?

A. The water, the crowd, and John the Baptist
B. Jesus in the water, the Spirit descending like a



https://www.catechist.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/January-2026_KidsCalendar.pdf

dove, and the voice of the Father from heaven
C. The river Jordan, the dove, and the clouds
D. John’s words, Jesus’ prayer, and the heavens
opening

Correct Answer: B

Why it matters: The Baptism of the Lord is one of the
clearest moments in Scripture where all three Persons
of the Trinity are revealed together. This makes it a
perfect opportunity for families to talk about what we
profess every time we make the Sign of the Cross.

Joke of the Week

Q: How do mountains stay warm in the winter?

A. They put on their snowcaps.

Jen Noll Colleen McDonald
Catechetical Coordinator Religious Education Assistant
jnoll@olschurch.com cmcdonald@olschurch.com
973-763-5454 x235 973-763-5454 x285

Our Lady of Sorrows Website



https://olschurch.com/

