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OLS‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌2021‌ ‌-‌ ‌2022‌ ‌Family‌ ‌Handbook‌‌ ‌  
(Last‌ ‌Updated‌ ‌09/02/21)‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Contact‌ ‌Information‌ ‌ 
OLS‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌Address:‌ OLS‌ ‌Phone‌ ‌and‌ ‌Fax‌ ‌Numbers:‌ ‌ 

Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌Church‌ Main‌ ‌Church‌ ‌Number:‌ ‌973-763-5454‌ ‌ 
Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Office‌ Fax:‌ ‌963-763-9506‌ ‌ 
217‌ ‌Prospect‌ ‌Street‌ ‌ 
South‌ ‌Orange,‌ ‌NJ‌ ‌07079‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Staff:‌‌ ‌  

Jennifer‌ ‌Noll‌ ‌-‌ ‌Catechetical‌ ‌Coordinator‌ Colleen‌ ‌McDonald‌ ‌-‌ ‌Administrative‌ ‌Assistant‌ ‌ 
Email‌ ‌-‌ ‌jennollols@gmail.com‌ Email‌ ‌-‌ ‌sorrowschurch@gmail.com‌ ‌ 
Office‌ ‌Phone:‌ ‌973-763-5454‌ ‌x235‌ Office‌ ‌Phone:‌ ‌973-763-5454‌ ‌x285‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌Religious‌‌Education‌‌Department‌‌offices‌‌are‌‌located‌‌in‌‌the‌‌lower‌‌church.‌‌If‌‌you‌‌would‌‌like‌‌to‌‌meet‌‌in‌‌person,‌‌                                     
please‌‌schedule‌‌an‌‌appointment.‌‌For‌‌security‌‌reasons,‌‌please‌‌enter‌‌through‌‌the‌‌4th‌‌Street‌‌doors‌‌and‌‌stop‌‌by‌‌the‌‌                                   
main‌ ‌parish‌ ‌office‌ ‌before‌ ‌being‌ ‌directed‌ ‌back‌ ‌to‌ ‌our‌ ‌offices.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Other‌ ‌Sources‌ ‌of‌ ‌Parish‌ ‌Information‌ ‌Include:‌ ‌ 
Website:‌ ‌‌olschurch.com‌,‌ ‌great‌ ‌for‌ ‌basic‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌parish‌ ‌information,‌ ‌contacts,‌ ‌updates‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌latest‌‌                         

bulletin.‌‌For‌‌items‌‌relating‌‌to‌‌the‌‌CCD‌‌program,‌‌please‌‌click‌‌on‌‌the‌‌“Religious‌‌Education”‌‌tab‌‌on‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌website‌‌                                     
home‌ ‌page.‌‌ ‌  

Facebook‌ ‌Page:‌ ‌‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌Church:‌ ‌South‌ ‌Orange,‌ ‌NJ‌,‌ ‌great‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌up-to-date‌‌                             
parish-wide‌ ‌information‌ ‌and‌ ‌updates‌ ‌(Note:‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌several‌ ‌different‌ ‌‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌pages‌‌-‌‌ours‌‌has‌‌                                 
around‌ ‌800‌ ‌members.)‌ ‌ 

YouTube‌ ‌Channel:‌ ‌‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌South‌ ‌Orange‌,‌ ‌‌great‌ ‌for‌ ‌watching‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌when‌ ‌you’re‌ ‌sick‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Parish‌ ‌Mission‌ ‌Statement‌ ‌ 
We,‌ ‌the‌ ‌people‌‌of‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌Parish,‌‌are‌‌a‌‌community‌‌of‌‌Catholic‌‌believers‌‌and‌‌disciples‌‌of‌‌our‌‌Lord‌‌                                       
Jesus‌‌Christ.‌‌Brought‌‌together‌‌in‌‌Baptism‌‌and‌‌nourished‌‌by‌‌the‌‌Eucharist,‌‌the‌‌source‌‌and‌‌summit‌‌of‌‌our‌‌faith,‌‌we‌‌                                     
strive,‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌help‌ ‌of‌ ‌divine‌ ‌grace,‌ ‌to‌ ‌live‌ ‌the‌ ‌Gospel‌ ‌joyfully,‌ ‌faithfully‌ ‌and‌ ‌sacramentally‌ ‌everyday.‌ ‌ 
‌ ‌  

Believing‌‌fully‌‌in‌‌God’s‌‌divine‌‌power‌‌and‌‌provision,‌‌we‌‌embrace‌‌our‌‌mission‌‌as‌‌disciples‌‌to‌‌proclaim‌‌to‌‌all‌‌nations‌‌                                     
the‌ ‌good‌ ‌news‌ ‌that‌‌Jesus‌‌Christ‌‌is‌‌Lord‌‌and‌‌Savior,‌‌knowing‌‌that‌‌salvation‌‌is‌‌for‌‌everyone‌‌and‌‌that‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Holy‌‌                                         
Spirit‌ ‌all‌ ‌things‌ ‌find‌ ‌unity‌ ‌and‌ ‌harmony.‌ ‌We‌ ‌seek‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌the‌ ‌Church‌ ‌“a‌ ‌place‌ ‌of‌ ‌mercy‌ ‌freely‌ ‌given,‌ ‌where‌‌                                       
everyone‌ ‌‌can‌ ‌feel‌ ‌welcomed,‌ ‌loved,‌ ‌forgiven‌ ‌and‌ ‌encouraged‌ ‌to‌ ‌live‌ ‌the‌ ‌good‌ ‌life‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Gospel”‌ ‌(Joy‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                                     
Gospel).‌ ‌ 
‌ ‌  

Under‌ ‌the‌ ‌patronage‌ ‌of‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows,‌‌we‌‌seek‌‌to‌‌faithfully‌‌serve‌‌the‌‌Lord‌‌through‌‌serving‌‌others‌‌in‌‌our‌‌                                       
community‌‌and‌‌beyond‌‌and‌‌strive‌‌to‌‌do‌‌this‌‌with‌‌humility‌‌as‌‌we‌‌believe‌‌that‌‌everything‌‌we‌‌do‌‌is‌‌for‌‌the‌‌glory‌‌of‌‌                                           
God.‌ ‌ 



Program‌ ‌Goals‌ ‌ 
Our‌ ‌parish‌ ‌catechetical‌ ‌program‌ ‌seeks‌ ‌to‌ ‌support‌ ‌and‌ ‌enable,‌ ‌in‌‌a‌‌formal‌‌manner,‌‌the‌‌faith‌‌life‌‌initiated‌‌by‌‌the‌‌                                     
parents‌‌of‌‌the‌‌parish‌‌of‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows.‌‌In‌‌addition‌‌to‌‌supporting‌‌the‌‌Parish‌‌Mission‌‌Statement‌‌of‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌                                       
of‌‌Sorrows,‌‌we‌‌strive‌‌to‌‌bring‌‌each‌‌child‌‌in‌‌our‌‌program‌‌into‌‌a‌‌close‌‌personal‌‌relationship‌‌with‌‌Jesus‌‌Christ‌‌by‌‌1.‌‌                                         
Promoting‌ ‌Knowledge‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Faith‌ ‌2.‌ ‌Providing‌ ‌Liturgical‌‌Education‌‌3.‌‌Supporting‌‌Moral‌‌Formation‌‌4.‌‌Teaching‌‌                             
Children‌‌How‌‌to‌‌Pray‌‌5.‌‌Preparing‌‌Students‌‌for‌‌Community‌‌Life‌‌and‌‌6.‌‌Preparing‌‌Students‌‌to‌‌Spread‌‌the‌‌Gospel‌‌                                   
to‌ ‌Others‌ ‌by‌ ‌Word‌ ‌and‌ ‌Example.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Registration‌ ‌ 
Our‌ ‌catechetical‌ ‌program‌ ‌offers‌‌religious‌‌instruction‌‌for‌‌children‌‌in‌‌Kindergarten‌‌through‌‌8th‌‌grade.‌‌Registration‌‌                           
for‌‌CCD‌‌is‌‌online‌‌for‌‌both‌‌new‌‌and‌‌returning‌‌students.‌‌A‌‌link‌‌to‌‌the‌‌online‌‌registration‌‌form‌‌can‌‌be‌‌found‌‌on‌‌the‌‌                                           
parish‌ ‌website‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌“Religious‌ ‌Education”‌‌ ‌tab.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Families‌‌must‌‌be‌‌registered‌‌at‌‌either‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌or‌‌St.‌‌Joseph’s‌‌parish‌‌in‌‌Maplewood‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌attend‌‌                                       
religious‌‌education‌‌classes‌‌at‌‌OLS.‌‌Parish‌‌registration‌‌information‌‌can‌‌be‌‌found‌‌at‌‌the‌‌bottom‌‌of‌‌the‌‌home‌‌page‌‌                                   
on‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌website.‌‌Parish‌‌registration‌‌is‌‌free.‌‌All‌‌families‌‌new‌‌to‌‌the‌‌CCD‌‌program‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌provide‌‌a‌‌copy‌‌                                         
of‌ ‌their‌ ‌child’s‌ ‌Baptismal‌ ‌Certificate‌ ‌if‌ ‌the‌ ‌registrant‌ ‌was‌ ‌baptized‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌parish‌ ‌other‌‌than‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows.‌‌                                     
Returning‌ ‌students‌ ‌must‌ ‌register‌ ‌annually‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌program.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Early‌‌registration‌‌helps‌‌to‌‌ensure‌‌that‌‌your‌‌child‌‌can‌‌be‌‌placed‌‌on‌‌the‌‌class‌‌day‌‌of‌‌your‌‌choice.‌‌We‌‌may‌‌not‌‌be‌‌                                           
able‌ ‌to‌ ‌accommodate‌ ‌day‌ ‌preferences‌ ‌for‌ ‌those‌ ‌families‌ ‌registering‌ ‌closer‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌beginning‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌religious‌‌                               
education‌ ‌school‌ ‌year.‌ ‌Class‌ ‌size‌ ‌is‌ ‌dependent‌ ‌upon‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌‌volunteer‌‌catechists‌‌that‌‌our‌‌program‌‌has‌‌                                 
each‌ ‌year.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

Fees‌ ‌ 
Please‌ ‌see‌ ‌the‌ ‌table‌ ‌below‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌fee‌ ‌schedule‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌2021‌ ‌-‌ ‌2022‌ ‌school‌ ‌year:‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
No‌ ‌child‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌refused‌ ‌admission‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌program‌ ‌due‌ ‌to‌ ‌financial‌ ‌hardship‌.‌ ‌Any‌ ‌families‌ ‌who‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌pay‌‌ 
in‌ ‌installments‌ ‌or‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌in‌ ‌need‌ ‌of‌ ‌financial‌ ‌assistance‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌contact‌ ‌Colleen‌ ‌McDonald.‌ ‌All‌ ‌requests‌ ‌will‌‌ 
be‌ ‌kept‌ ‌confidential.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Volunteer‌ ‌catechists‌ ‌pay‌ ‌only‌ ‌$25‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌entire‌ ‌family!‌ ‌Team‌ ‌teachers‌ ‌pay‌ ‌$45‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌entire‌ ‌family.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Schedule‌ ‌of‌ ‌Classes‌ ‌ 

Monday:‌ ‌ 
Grades‌ ‌K‌ ‌-‌ ‌8‌ ‌meet‌ ‌from‌ ‌3:55‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:15‌ ‌pm,‌ ‌classes‌ ‌originate‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌church‌ ‌ 

Tuesday:‌ ‌ 
Grades‌ ‌1‌ ‌-‌ ‌8‌ ‌meet‌ ‌from‌ ‌3:55‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:15‌ ‌pm,‌ ‌classes‌ ‌originate‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌church‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Cancellation‌ ‌of‌ ‌Classes‌ ‌ 
The‌‌dates‌‌for‌‌the‌‌CCD‌‌year‌‌are‌‌set‌‌in‌‌advance‌‌and‌‌our‌‌calendar‌‌is‌‌based‌‌around‌‌the‌‌South‌‌Orange‌‌/‌‌Maplewood‌‌                                         
(SOMA)‌ ‌public‌ ‌school‌ ‌calendar‌ ‌as‌ ‌well‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌ ‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌School‌ ‌calendar.‌ ‌A‌ ‌calendar‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌‌                                   
2021-2022‌‌school‌‌year‌‌can‌‌be‌‌found‌‌at‌‌the‌‌back‌‌of‌‌this‌‌handbook.‌‌It‌‌is‌‌also‌‌posted‌‌on‌‌the‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌                                           
Church‌ ‌website.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Register‌ ‌Before‌ ‌July‌ ‌15,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌  Register‌ ‌After‌ ‌July‌ ‌15,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌ 

1‌ ‌Child‌ ‌-‌ ‌$140‌ ‌  1‌ ‌Child‌ ‌-‌ ‌$170‌ ‌ 

2‌ ‌Children‌ ‌-‌ ‌$230‌ ‌  2‌ ‌Children‌ ‌-‌ ‌$260‌ ‌ 

3+‌ ‌Children‌ ‌-‌ ‌$315‌ ‌  3+‌ ‌Children-‌ ‌$345‌ ‌ 



If‌ ‌the‌ ‌SOMA‌ ‌schools‌‌are‌‌closed‌‌for‌‌inclement‌‌weather,‌‌there‌‌will‌‌be‌‌no‌‌religious‌‌education‌‌classes‌‌held‌‌on‌‌that‌‌                                     
afternoon‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌notification‌ ‌email‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌sent‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌student‌ ‌households‌ ‌and‌ ‌volunteers‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌religious‌ ‌ed‌‌                                   
department.‌ ‌If‌ ‌a‌ ‌decision‌ ‌is‌ ‌made‌ ‌to‌ ‌cancel‌ ‌classes‌ ‌for‌ ‌any‌ ‌reason‌ ‌(ie.‌ ‌power‌ ‌outage,‌ ‌street‌ ‌closures‌ ‌etc.)‌‌                                   
separate‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌school‌ ‌district,‌ ‌an‌ ‌email‌ ‌will‌ ‌also‌ ‌be‌ ‌sent‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌families‌ ‌and‌ ‌volunteers.‌‌  
‌ 

Families‌ ‌will‌ ‌also‌ ‌be‌ ‌notified‌ ‌by‌ ‌email‌ ‌of‌ ‌any‌ ‌class‌ ‌closures‌ ‌due‌ ‌to‌ ‌Covid.‌ ‌Given‌ ‌the‌ ‌ever-changing‌ ‌nature‌ ‌of‌‌                                     
education‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Covid‌ ‌era,‌ ‌it‌ ‌might‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌good‌ ‌idea‌ ‌to‌ ‌check‌ ‌your‌ ‌email‌ ‌before‌ ‌leaving‌ ‌for‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌each‌ ‌week.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Student‌ ‌Arrival‌ ‌-‌ ‌Afternoon‌ ‌Classes‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌will‌ ‌begin‌ ‌at‌ ‌3:55‌ ‌pm‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌‌church‌.‌‌Catechists‌‌and‌‌students‌‌should‌‌enter‌‌the‌‌church‌‌through‌‌the‌‌                                     
main‌‌Prospect‌‌Street‌‌doors.‌‌All‌‌students‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌arrive‌‌on‌‌time‌‌as‌‌our‌‌Opening‌‌Prayer‌‌Service‌‌and‌‌Gospel‌‌                                     
Reading‌ ‌will‌ ‌begin‌ ‌promptly‌ ‌at‌‌4:00‌‌pm.‌‌Students‌‌who‌‌arrive‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌the‌‌start‌‌of‌‌the‌‌program‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌wait‌‌                                         
with‌‌a‌‌caregiver‌‌until‌‌the‌‌start‌‌of‌‌classes.‌‌Students‌‌may‌‌wait‌‌on‌‌the‌‌playground‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌the‌‌start‌‌of‌‌CCD,‌‌but‌‌must‌‌                                           
be‌ ‌accompanied‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌caregiver.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Snack‌ ‌for‌ ‌Afternoon‌ ‌Classes‌ ‌ 
In‌ ‌response‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌Covid-19‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌snacks‌ ‌will‌ ‌no‌ ‌longer‌ ‌be‌ ‌offered‌ ‌in‌ ‌CCD‌.‌ ‌As‌ ‌a‌ ‌result,‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌is‌ ‌ten‌‌                                       
minutes‌‌shorter‌‌than‌‌it‌‌was‌‌in‌‌the‌‌past.‌‌Please‌‌use‌‌the‌‌extra‌‌time‌‌between‌‌school‌‌and‌‌CCD‌‌to‌‌give‌‌your‌‌child‌‌a‌‌                                           
snack‌ ‌before‌ ‌arriving‌ ‌at‌ ‌CCD.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌may‌ ‌carry‌ ‌individual‌ ‌water‌ ‌bottles.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Student‌ ‌Attendance‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark‌ ‌has‌ ‌asked‌ ‌that‌‌each‌‌child‌‌enrolled‌‌in‌‌a‌‌parish‌‌religious‌‌education‌‌program‌‌receive‌‌                                 
thirty-five‌‌hours‌‌of‌‌instruction‌‌during‌‌the‌‌year.‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌utilizes‌‌a‌‌spiral‌‌curriculum‌‌in‌‌which‌‌each‌‌grade‌‌                                     
level‌ ‌builds‌ ‌upon‌ ‌the‌ ‌knowledge‌‌obtained‌‌the‌‌year‌‌before.‌‌As‌‌a‌‌result,‌‌‌regular‌‌class‌‌attendance‌‌is‌‌expected.‌‌                                 
Please‌ ‌make‌ ‌every‌ ‌effort‌ ‌to‌ ‌arrive‌ ‌at‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌on‌ ‌time‌.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Attendance‌ ‌is‌ ‌taken‌ ‌each‌ ‌week‌ ‌by‌ ‌our‌ ‌catechists.‌ ‌Student‌ ‌attendance‌ ‌is‌ ‌then‌ ‌transferred‌ ‌to‌ ‌each‌ ‌child’s‌‌                               
permanent‌ ‌record.‌ ‌We‌ ‌understand‌ ‌that‌ ‌children‌ ‌get‌ ‌sick‌ ‌and‌ ‌that‌ ‌scheduling‌ ‌conflicts,‌ ‌transportation‌‌issues‌‌or‌‌                             
quarantine‌‌restrictions‌‌may‌‌affect‌‌your‌‌child’s‌‌ability‌‌to‌‌attend‌‌class.‌‌We‌‌ask,‌‌however,‌‌that‌‌you‌‌make‌‌every‌‌effort‌‌                                   
to‌‌ensure‌‌your‌‌child’s‌‌consistent‌‌participation‌‌in‌‌our‌‌program.‌‌If‌‌you‌‌know‌‌that‌‌your‌‌child‌‌will‌‌be‌‌absent‌‌for‌‌several‌‌                                       
weeks‌‌in‌‌a‌‌row,‌‌please‌‌contact‌‌your‌‌child’s‌‌catechist‌‌or‌‌Jen‌‌Noll‌‌and‌‌your‌‌child‌‌can‌‌be‌‌temporarily‌‌moved‌‌to‌‌our‌‌                                         
remote‌ ‌homeschooling‌ ‌program.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Please‌‌note‌‌that‌‌if‌‌a‌‌child‌‌has‌‌5‌‌or‌‌more‌‌unexcused‌‌absences‌‌he‌‌or‌‌she‌‌will‌‌not‌‌receive‌‌credit‌‌for‌‌having‌‌                                         
completed‌‌that‌‌grade‌‌unless‌‌alternate‌‌arrangements‌‌are‌‌made‌‌with‌‌the‌‌Catechetical‌‌Coordinator‌‌to‌‌make‌‌                           
up‌ ‌all‌‌missed‌‌work.‌‌The‌‌loss‌‌of‌‌credit‌‌may‌‌affect‌‌your‌‌child’s‌‌ability‌‌to‌‌receive‌‌his‌‌or‌‌her‌‌sacraments‌‌in‌‌                                       
the‌‌usual‌‌time‌‌frame.‌‌‌It‌‌‌is‌‌the‌‌policy‌‌of‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌parish‌‌that‌‌the‌‌Sacraments‌‌of‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌                                       
and‌‌First‌‌Eucharist‌‌are‌‌received‌‌in‌‌the‌‌second‌‌year‌‌of‌‌religious‌‌education,‌‌generally‌‌in‌‌the‌‌second‌‌grade.‌‌Children‌‌                                   
must‌‌have‌‌completed‌‌at‌‌least‌‌one‌‌year‌‌of‌‌formalized‌‌religious‌‌education‌‌and‌‌be‌‌currently‌‌registered‌‌at‌‌a‌‌Catholic‌‌                                   
School‌ ‌or‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌parish‌ ‌religious‌ ‌education‌ ‌program‌ ‌before‌ ‌receiving‌ ‌these‌ ‌Sacraments.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Regular‌‌CCD‌‌attendance‌‌may‌‌also‌‌affect‌‌a‌‌player’s‌‌ability‌‌to‌‌remain‌‌eligible‌‌to‌‌play‌‌for‌‌CYO‌‌sports‌‌teams.‌‌                                   
The‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌shares‌ ‌attendance‌ ‌information‌ ‌with‌ ‌CYO‌ ‌program‌‌                       
administrators‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌sports‌ ‌season.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

This‌ ‌year,‌ ‌in‌ ‌response‌‌to‌‌the‌‌pandemic,‌‌there‌‌will‌‌be‌‌no‌‌snack‌‌during‌‌CCD.‌‌As‌‌a‌‌result,‌‌each‌‌CCD‌‌class‌‌is‌‌ten‌‌                                           
minutes‌‌shorter‌‌than‌‌it‌‌was‌‌in‌‌the‌‌past.‌‌The‌‌loss‌‌of‌‌these‌‌ten‌‌minutes‌‌will‌‌be‌‌offset‌‌by‌‌the‌‌addition‌‌of‌‌five‌‌Sunday‌‌                                             
Masses‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children.‌ ‌As‌ ‌a‌ ‌general‌ ‌reminder:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌ 

In‌ ‌addition‌ ‌to‌ ‌ongoing‌ ‌attendance‌ ‌in‌ ‌religious‌ ‌education‌ ‌classes,‌ ‌children‌ ‌should‌ ‌also‌‌ 
participate‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌in‌ ‌Sunday‌ ‌Mass,‌ ‌Holy‌ ‌Days‌ ‌of‌ ‌Obligation‌ ‌and‌ ‌Reconciliation.‌ ‌ 



Student‌ ‌Dismissal‌‌ ‌  
CCD‌‌ends‌‌at‌‌5:15‌‌pm‌.‌‌‌At‌‌the‌‌end‌‌of‌‌class,‌‌all‌‌K-8th‌‌grade‌‌catechists‌‌will‌‌dismiss‌‌their‌‌students‌‌from‌‌the‌‌                                       
Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌School‌ ‌-‌ ‌not‌ ‌the‌ ‌church.‌ ‌‌Younger‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌dismissed‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌cream‌ ‌double‌‌                                   
doors‌‌leading‌‌to‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌cafeteria.‌‌Older‌‌students‌‌will‌‌be‌‌dismissed‌‌from‌‌the‌‌side‌‌4th‌‌St.‌‌door‌‌entrance.‌‌Please‌‌                                     
meet‌‌your‌‌children‌‌outside‌‌the‌‌school.‌‌You‌‌may‌‌find‌‌it‌‌helpful‌‌to‌‌designate‌‌a‌‌pre-arranged‌‌meeting‌‌spot.‌‌Please‌‌                                   
utilize‌ ‌the‌ ‌crosswalk‌ ‌near‌ ‌the‌ ‌school‌ ‌as‌ ‌there‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌crossing‌ ‌guard‌ ‌present‌ ‌from‌ ‌3:45‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:30‌ ‌pm.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

If‌‌there‌‌are‌‌any‌‌legal‌‌custody‌‌decisions‌‌affecting‌‌the‌‌right‌‌of‌‌any‌‌individual‌‌to‌‌pick‌‌your‌‌child‌‌up‌‌from‌‌the‌‌program,‌‌                                         
please‌ ‌provide‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌staff‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌copy‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌legal‌ ‌decision‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌list‌ ‌of‌ ‌specific‌‌                                   
individuals‌ ‌authorized‌ ‌for‌ ‌pick-up‌ ‌and‌ ‌we‌ ‌will‌ ‌keep‌ ‌your‌ ‌child‌ ‌inside‌ ‌the‌ ‌school‌ ‌until‌ ‌positive‌ ‌identification‌ ‌is‌ ‌made.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Early‌ ‌Dismissal‌ ‌ 
If‌‌you‌‌need‌‌to‌‌pick‌‌your‌‌child‌‌up‌‌from‌‌CCD‌‌before‌‌the‌‌end‌‌of‌‌class,‌‌please‌‌send‌‌him‌‌or‌‌her‌‌into‌‌CCD‌‌with‌‌a‌‌signed‌‌                                                 
note‌ ‌indicating‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌pick-up‌ ‌time‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌name‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌individual‌ ‌who‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌picking‌ ‌your‌ ‌child‌ ‌up‌ ‌early.‌‌                                       
Students‌ ‌leaving‌ ‌early‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌met‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌double‌ ‌doors‌ ‌leading‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌School‌ ‌cafeteria.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Behavioral‌ ‌Expectations‌ ‌ 
At‌ ‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌we‌ ‌aim‌ ‌to‌‌treat‌‌each‌‌other‌‌the‌‌way‌‌that‌‌Jesus‌‌would‌‌want‌‌us‌‌to:‌‌with‌‌loving‌‌kindness,‌‌                                           
dignity‌ ‌and‌ ‌respect.‌ ‌The‌ ‌“Golden‌ ‌Rule”‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌heart‌ ‌of‌ ‌every‌ ‌interaction‌ ‌we‌ ‌have‌ ‌with‌ ‌one‌ ‌another.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Parents‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌that‌ ‌their‌ ‌children‌ ‌attend‌ ‌classes‌ ‌regularly.‌ ‌They‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌‌communicate‌‌any‌‌                                 
special‌‌needs‌‌or‌‌circumstances‌‌that‌‌may‌‌affect‌‌their‌‌children’s‌‌performance‌‌or‌‌behavior‌‌within‌‌the‌‌classroom‌‌with‌‌                               
the‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌staff‌‌and‌‌their‌‌catechists.‌‌Parents‌‌are‌‌also‌‌reminded‌‌that‌‌they‌‌have‌‌the‌‌                               
primary‌‌responsibility‌‌for‌‌the‌‌education‌‌of‌‌their‌‌children‌‌in‌‌the‌‌faith‌‌and‌‌are‌‌encouraged‌‌to‌‌take‌‌an‌‌active‌‌                                   
role‌‌in‌‌their‌‌children’s‌‌learning.‌‌This‌‌includes‌‌regular‌‌participation‌‌in‌‌Sunday‌‌Mass‌‌and‌‌Holy‌‌Days‌‌of‌‌Obligation.‌‌                                 
Any‌‌parents‌‌wishing‌‌to‌‌become‌‌more‌‌involved‌‌in‌‌our‌‌program‌‌are‌‌encouraged‌‌to‌‌contact‌‌Jen‌‌Noll.‌‌The‌‌catechists‌‌                                   
in‌‌our‌‌program‌‌are‌‌all‌‌volunteers‌‌who‌‌are‌‌generously‌‌giving‌‌their‌‌time‌‌and‌‌talents‌‌in‌‌the‌‌service‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Church‌‌and‌‌                                         
should‌ ‌be‌ ‌treated‌ ‌with‌ ‌kindness‌ ‌and‌ ‌respect.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Students‌ ‌are‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌behave‌‌in‌‌a‌‌Christian‌‌manner‌‌at‌‌all‌‌times‌‌by‌‌showing‌‌respect‌‌and‌‌being‌‌cooperative‌‌                                   
with‌ ‌adults‌ ‌and‌ ‌other‌ ‌students.‌ ‌They‌ ‌are‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌attend‌ ‌class‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌actively‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌‌                                 
classroom‌‌activities‌‌and‌‌discussions.‌‌Students‌‌are‌‌expected‌‌to‌‌respect‌‌the‌‌property‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌                                 
School‌‌building‌‌and‌‌the‌‌property‌‌of‌‌their‌‌peers‌‌in‌‌both‌‌the‌‌school‌‌and‌‌the‌‌religious‌‌education‌‌program.‌‌The‌‌use‌‌of‌‌                                       
tobacco,‌ ‌alcohol‌ ‌or‌ ‌illegal‌ ‌drugs‌ ‌is‌ ‌prohibited.‌ ‌Students‌‌are‌‌not‌‌allowed‌‌to‌‌be‌‌in‌‌possession‌‌of‌‌weapons‌‌of‌‌any‌‌                                     
kind.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Catechists‌ ‌are‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌a‌ ‌loving,‌ ‌Christian‌ ‌atmosphere‌‌within‌‌the‌‌learning‌‌environment‌‌so‌‌that‌‌the‌‌                               
children‌‌in‌‌their‌‌care‌‌can‌‌grow‌‌in‌‌their‌‌faith.‌‌They‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌prepare‌‌a‌‌lesson‌‌plan‌‌for‌‌each‌‌class‌‌period‌‌and‌‌to‌‌                                             
teach‌ ‌the‌ ‌designated‌ ‌curriculum.‌ ‌Catechists‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌good‌ ‌role‌ ‌models‌ ‌for‌ ‌their‌ ‌students‌ ‌and‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌‌                                 
model‌ ‌appropriate‌ ‌Christian‌ ‌behavior‌ ‌at‌ ‌all‌ ‌times.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

The‌ ‌Catechetical‌‌Program‌‌is‌‌expected‌‌to‌‌support‌‌families‌‌in‌‌the‌‌faith‌‌formation‌‌of‌‌their‌‌children.‌‌It‌‌will‌‌foster‌‌a‌‌                                     
learning‌ ‌environment‌ ‌which‌ ‌provides‌ ‌for‌ ‌mutual‌ ‌respect‌ ‌and‌ ‌reverence‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌dignity‌ ‌of‌ ‌each‌ ‌person.‌ ‌The‌‌                               
Religious‌‌Education‌‌Department‌‌will‌‌provide‌‌quality‌‌instruction‌‌by‌‌trained‌‌catechists‌‌and‌‌maintain‌‌communication‌‌                         
that‌ ‌is‌ ‌regular‌ ‌and‌ ‌informative.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌‌the‌‌classroom,‌‌the‌‌catechist‌‌is‌‌primarily‌‌responsible‌‌for‌‌discipline.‌‌The‌‌catechist‌‌will‌‌handle‌‌all‌‌minor‌‌discipline‌‌                                 
problems.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

A‌ ‌disruptive‌ ‌child‌ ‌is‌ ‌one‌ ‌who‌ ‌disturbs‌ ‌or‌ ‌interrupts‌ ‌the‌ ‌orderly‌‌course‌‌of‌‌events‌‌in‌‌the‌‌classroom‌‌and‌‌prevents‌‌                                     
other‌‌members‌‌of‌‌the‌‌class‌‌from‌‌learning‌‌about‌‌their‌‌faith‌‌during‌‌a‌‌catechetical‌‌session.‌‌Such‌‌behavior‌‌includes‌‌                                 
restlessness,‌ ‌disrespect‌ ‌and‌‌rude‌‌or‌‌inappropriate‌‌language‌‌and‌‌gestures.‌‌The‌‌definition‌‌also‌‌extends‌‌to‌‌acting‌‌                             
as‌ ‌a‌ ‌catalyst‌ ‌for‌ ‌another’s‌ ‌behavior.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 



Corporal‌ ‌punishment‌ ‌is‌ ‌defined‌ ‌as‌ ‌any‌ ‌punitive‌ ‌touching‌ ‌(such‌ ‌as‌ ‌pushing,‌ ‌slapping,‌ ‌grabbing)‌ ‌and‌ ‌is‌ ‌strictly‌‌                               
forbidden.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Students‌‌may‌‌not‌‌be‌‌disciplined‌‌by‌‌excluding‌‌them‌‌from‌‌the‌‌catechist’s‌‌visual‌‌or‌‌physical‌‌space‌‌of‌‌supervision‌‌(ie.‌‌                                   
putting‌ ‌a‌ ‌child‌ ‌out‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌hall).‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Procedural‌ ‌strategies‌ ‌for‌ ‌disruptive‌ ‌students‌ ‌are‌ ‌listed‌ ‌here‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌of‌ ‌action‌ ‌and‌ ‌implementation:‌ ‌ 
● Preliminary‌ ‌effort‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌catechist‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌classroom‌ ‌ 
● Intervention‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Catechetical‌ ‌Coordinator‌ ‌ 
● Parent‌ ‌notification‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Catechetical‌ ‌Coordinator‌ ‌ 
● Parent‌ ‌is‌ ‌requested‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌classroom‌ ‌with‌ ‌their‌ ‌child‌ ‌ 
● Temporary‌ ‌home‌ ‌study‌ ‌ 
● Parent/Child‌ ‌visit‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌pastor‌ ‌to‌ ‌discuss‌ ‌improvement‌ ‌plan‌ ‌ 
● Long-term‌ ‌home‌ ‌study‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Masses‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
Opportunities‌ ‌are‌ ‌presented‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌liturgical‌ ‌year‌ ‌for‌ ‌children‌ ‌to‌ ‌participate‌ ‌at‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌as‌ ‌Ministers‌ ‌of‌‌                               
Hospitality,‌‌Proclaimers,‌‌Readers‌‌and‌‌Ushers‌‌during‌‌specially‌‌designated‌‌10:00‌‌am‌‌Sunday‌‌liturgies.‌‌Participation‌‌                         
is‌ ‌open‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌children‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌parish.‌ ‌‌This‌ ‌year‌ ‌our‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌students‌ ‌are‌ ‌urged‌ ‌to‌ ‌attend‌ ‌the‌‌five‌‌scheduled‌‌                                       
Sunday‌ ‌Masses‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌further‌ ‌their‌ ‌connection‌ ‌with‌ ‌their‌ ‌parish‌ ‌family‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Lord.‌ ‌The‌‌                                   
Masses‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌coming‌ ‌year‌ ‌are‌ ‌listed‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌calendar.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Look‌‌for‌‌emails‌‌from‌‌Mrs.‌‌McDonald‌‌for‌‌more‌‌information‌‌about‌‌how‌‌to‌‌sign‌‌your‌‌child‌‌up‌‌to‌‌play‌‌a‌‌more‌‌active‌‌                                         
role‌ ‌during‌ ‌these‌ ‌kid-centric‌ ‌Masses.‌ ‌As‌ ‌our‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌is‌ ‌livestreamed‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌parish’s‌ ‌YouTube‌ ‌channel,‌‌                               
families‌ ‌of‌ ‌students‌ ‌who‌ ‌sign‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌at‌ ‌our‌ ‌Masses‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌sign‌ ‌an‌ ‌‌Authorization,‌‌                                       
Consent‌ ‌and‌ ‌Release‌ ‌for‌ ‌Electronic‌ ‌Communication‌ ‌involving‌ ‌Minors‌‌ ‌form.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Students‌ ‌who‌ ‌arrive‌ ‌without‌ ‌their‌ ‌families‌ ‌may‌ ‌sit‌ ‌in‌ ‌designated‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌pews‌ ‌with‌ ‌members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌catechetical‌‌                                 
team.‌ ‌These‌ ‌students‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌picked‌ ‌up‌ ‌inside‌ ‌the‌ ‌church‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌parent.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Curriculum‌ ‌ 
All‌‌students‌‌will‌‌be‌‌given‌‌a‌‌student‌‌workbook‌‌at‌‌the‌‌start‌‌of‌‌the‌‌year.‌‌‌Students‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌bring‌‌their‌‌books‌‌                                         
to‌‌and‌‌from‌‌CCD‌‌each‌‌week‌‌so‌‌that‌‌they‌‌will‌‌have‌‌access‌‌to‌‌their‌‌books‌‌in‌‌the‌‌event‌‌that‌‌we‌‌need‌‌to‌‌move‌‌                                             
to‌ ‌a‌ ‌remote‌ ‌format‌ ‌on‌ ‌short‌ ‌notice‌ ‌or‌ ‌they‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌quarantine‌ ‌for‌ ‌any‌ ‌reason.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌program‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌using‌ ‌the‌ ‌Loyola‌ ‌Press‌ ‌“‌Sunday‌ ‌Connection‌”‌ ‌resource‌ ‌materials‌ ‌for‌ ‌its‌ ‌beginning‌‌                               
liturgical‌‌services.‌‌Families‌‌wishing‌‌to‌‌delve‌‌a‌‌little‌‌deeper‌‌into‌‌each‌‌Sunday’s‌‌Gospel‌‌may‌‌also‌‌want‌‌to‌‌use‌‌this‌‌                                     
feature‌ ‌to‌ ‌enrich‌ ‌their‌ ‌family’s‌ ‌discussions.‌ ‌Links‌ ‌to‌ ‌this‌ ‌resource‌ ‌are‌ ‌included‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌weekly‌ ‌family‌ ‌newsletter.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Grades‌ ‌K-8‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌program‌ ‌uses‌ ‌the‌ ‌“‌Christ‌ ‌our‌‌Life”‌‌(COL)‌‌book‌‌series‌‌for‌‌grades‌‌K-8.‌‌The‌‌COL‌‌series‌‌uses‌‌a‌‌                                       
spiral‌‌curriculum‌‌“revolving‌‌around‌‌the‌‌four‌‌fundamental‌‌themes‌‌of‌‌the‌‌‌Catechism‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Catholic‌‌Church‌:‌‌Creed,‌‌                               
Sacraments,‌ ‌Morality,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Prayer.”‌ ‌The‌ ‌latest‌ ‌version‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌series‌ ‌focuses‌ ‌on‌ ‌“The‌ ‌New‌ ‌Evangelization”‌ ‌and‌‌                               
seeks‌‌to‌‌help‌‌children‌‌to‌‌share‌‌the‌‌light‌‌of‌‌Christ‌‌with‌‌others.‌‌‌Loyola‌‌Press,‌‌publishers‌‌of‌‌the‌‌COL‌‌curriculum,‌‌has‌‌                                       
a‌ ‌website‌ ‌with‌‌many‌‌additional‌‌resources‌‌available‌‌for‌‌families.‌‌Visit‌‌‌www.loyolapress.com/christourlife‌‌for‌‌more‌‌                         
information.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌following‌ ‌topics‌ ‌are‌ ‌highlighted‌ ‌in‌ ‌each‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌ ‌grades:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Kindergarten:‌ God‌ ‌Loves‌ ‌Us‌ ‌ 
1st‌ ‌Grade:‌ God‌ ‌is‌ ‌Good‌ ‌-‌ ‌Salvation‌ 5th‌ ‌Grade:‌ We‌ ‌Worship‌ ‌-‌ ‌The‌ ‌Liturgy‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 
2nd‌ ‌Grade:‌ God‌ ‌Cares‌ ‌-‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌and‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ 6th‌ ‌Grade:‌‌  God‌ ‌Calls‌ ‌a‌ ‌People‌ ‌-‌ ‌The‌ ‌Old‌ ‌Testament‌ ‌ 
3rd‌ ‌Grade:‌ We‌ ‌Believe‌ ‌-‌ ‌The‌ ‌Catholic‌ ‌Faith‌ 7th‌ ‌Grade:‌ Jesus,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Way,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Truth‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Life‌ ‌ 
4th‌ ‌Grade:‌‌  Ten‌ ‌Commandments‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Beatitudes‌ 8th‌ ‌Grade:‌‌  The‌ ‌Church‌ ‌Then‌ ‌and‌ ‌Now‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Holy‌ ‌Spirit‌ ‌ 

http://www.loyolapress.com/christourlife


Abuse‌ ‌Prevention‌ ‌and‌ ‌Reporting‌ ‌ 
Pursuant‌‌to‌‌state‌‌law,‌‌we‌‌are‌‌required‌‌to‌‌report‌‌suspected‌‌child‌‌abuse.‌‌Department‌‌of‌‌Religious‌‌Education‌‌staff‌‌                                 
members‌ ‌and‌ ‌volunteers‌ ‌will‌ ‌also‌ ‌follow‌ ‌the‌ ‌policies‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark‌ ‌with‌ ‌regard‌ ‌to‌ ‌matters‌ ‌of‌‌                                   
abuse.‌‌All‌‌employees‌‌and‌‌volunteers‌‌are‌‌required‌‌to‌‌read‌‌and‌‌sign‌‌an‌‌acknowledgement‌‌that‌‌they‌‌have‌‌reviewed‌‌                                 
the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark’s‌ ‌policy‌ ‌‌Prevention‌ ‌of‌ ‌Abuse‌ ‌of‌ ‌Minors;‌ ‌Guidelines‌ ‌for‌ ‌Working‌ ‌with‌ ‌Minors‌,‌ ‌and‌‌                               
Reporting‌‌of‌‌Incidents,‌‌Allegations‌‌and/or‌‌Concerns‌.‌ ‌This‌‌policy‌‌can‌‌be‌‌accessed‌‌on‌‌the‌‌Archdiocese’s‌‌website‌‌                             
at‌ ‌‌www.rcan.org‌.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

All‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌catechists‌ ‌and‌ ‌volunteers‌ ‌working‌‌closely‌‌with‌‌children‌‌are‌‌required‌‌to‌‌attend‌‌the‌‌program‌‌‌Protecting‌‌                                 
God’s‌ ‌Children‌.‌ ‌This‌ ‌training‌‌session‌‌makes‌‌participants‌‌aware‌‌of‌‌the‌‌signs‌‌of‌‌child‌‌sexual‌‌abuse,‌‌the‌‌methods‌‌                                 
and‌ ‌means‌ ‌by‌ ‌which‌ ‌offenders‌ ‌commit‌ ‌abuse,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌five‌ ‌steps‌ ‌one‌ ‌can‌ ‌use‌ ‌to‌ ‌prevent‌ ‌child‌ ‌sexual‌ ‌abuse.‌ ‌                                     
Trained‌‌facilitators‌‌incorporate‌‌policies‌‌and‌‌procedures‌‌into‌‌the‌‌training:‌‌defining‌‌child‌‌sexual‌‌abuse,‌‌addressing‌‌                           
the‌ ‌reporting‌ ‌of‌ ‌child‌ ‌sexual‌ ‌abuse,‌ ‌the‌ ‌screening‌ ‌and‌ ‌selection‌ ‌of‌ ‌employees‌ ‌and‌ ‌volunteers,‌ ‌and‌ ‌victim‌‌                               
advocacy.‌ ‌Recertification‌ ‌is‌ ‌required‌ ‌after‌ ‌a‌ ‌period‌ ‌of‌ ‌five‌ ‌years.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

All‌ ‌volunteers‌ ‌must‌ ‌also‌ ‌complete‌ ‌a‌ ‌volunteer‌ ‌application‌ ‌and‌ ‌submit‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌ ‌criminal‌ ‌background‌ ‌check.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Medical‌ ‌-‌ ‌General‌‌ ‌  
All‌ ‌student‌ ‌medical‌ ‌and‌ ‌emergency‌ ‌contact‌ ‌information‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌kept‌ ‌on-site‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌cafeteria‌ ‌with‌ ‌Religious‌‌                               
Education‌‌staff‌‌during‌‌regular‌‌CCD‌‌hours.‌‌This‌‌medical‌‌information‌‌will‌‌remain‌‌confidential‌‌unless‌‌permission‌‌to‌‌                             
share‌‌it‌‌has‌‌been‌‌given‌‌by‌‌the‌‌parent.‌‌‌Please‌‌make‌‌sure‌‌that‌‌your‌‌child’s‌‌emergency‌‌contact‌‌information‌‌is‌‌                                   
up‌ ‌to‌ ‌date.‌‌ ‌Please‌ ‌inform‌ ‌the‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌any‌ ‌changes.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Department‌‌of‌‌Religious‌‌Education‌‌Staff‌‌are‌‌certified‌‌in‌‌the‌‌administration‌‌of‌‌First‌‌Aid,‌‌CPR‌‌and‌‌epinephrine.‌‌Any‌‌                                 
student‌ ‌in‌ ‌need‌ ‌of‌ ‌medical‌ ‌attention‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌directed‌ ‌to‌ ‌staff‌ ‌members‌ ‌for‌ ‌assistance.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Catechists‌‌and‌‌staff‌‌members‌‌in‌‌the‌‌CCD‌‌program‌‌do‌‌not‌‌dispense‌‌or‌‌administer‌‌medication‌‌to‌‌students.‌‌With‌‌the‌‌                                   
exception‌‌of‌‌those‌‌students‌‌requiring‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌epinephrine‌‌whose‌‌parents‌‌have‌‌submitted‌‌a‌‌‌Self-Administration‌‌                             
by‌ ‌Child/Adolescent‌ ‌of‌ ‌Epinephrine‌‌ ‌form,‌ ‌students‌ ‌are‌ ‌not‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌to‌ ‌self-administer‌ ‌medication.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Medical‌ ‌-‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌Regarding‌ ‌Epinephrine‌ ‌ 
If‌ ‌your‌‌child‌‌has‌‌allergies‌‌which‌‌may‌‌require‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌an‌‌Epi-Pen,‌‌please‌‌review‌‌the‌‌Archdiocese‌‌of‌‌Newark’s‌‌                                     
Policy‌‌Regarding‌‌Epinephrine‌‌Pre-Filled‌‌Auto-injectors‌‌in‌‌Catechetical‌‌Settings‌‌policy‌‌which‌‌can‌‌be‌‌found‌‌on‌‌the‌‌                             
OLS‌‌website.‌‌A‌‌copy‌‌of‌‌this‌‌policy‌‌will‌‌also‌‌be‌‌sent‌‌to‌‌all‌‌families‌‌who‌‌indicate‌‌on‌‌their‌‌CCD‌‌registration‌‌form‌‌that‌‌                                           
their‌ ‌child(ren)‌ ‌may‌ ‌require‌ ‌the‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌epinephrine.‌ ‌Families‌ ‌must‌ ‌return‌ ‌a‌ ‌signed‌ ‌copy‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌Epinephrine‌‌                                 
Administration‌ ‌Consent‌ ‌Form‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Office‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌start‌‌of‌‌classes.‌‌This‌‌form‌‌must‌‌be‌‌                                   
renewed‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌yearly‌ ‌basis.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Under‌ ‌the‌ ‌policy‌ ‌there‌ ‌are‌ ‌three‌ ‌options‌ ‌a‌ ‌parent‌ ‌may‌ ‌choose‌ ‌from:‌ ‌ 
● Option‌ ‌A-‌ ‌Medical‌ ‌Professional‌ ‌or‌ ‌“Designee”‌ ‌present‌ ‌during‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Classes‌ ‌ 

(Note‌ ‌-‌ ‌both‌ ‌Colleen‌ ‌McDonald‌ ‌and‌ ‌Jennifer‌ ‌Noll‌ ‌are‌ ‌certified‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌administration‌ ‌of‌ ‌epinephrine)‌ ‌ 
● Option‌ ‌B-‌ ‌Self‌ ‌administration‌ ‌of‌ ‌Epinephrine‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌Pre-filled‌ ‌Auto-injector‌ ‌ 
● Option‌ ‌C-‌ ‌Parent/Guardian‌ ‌present‌ ‌during‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Classes‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Should‌‌the‌‌administration‌‌of‌‌epinephrine‌‌be‌‌required,‌‌emergency‌‌ambulance‌‌services‌‌must‌‌be‌‌called‌‌immediately‌‌                           
via‌ ‌911‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌patient‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌transported‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌hospital‌ ‌emergency‌ ‌room‌ ‌for‌ ‌further‌ ‌treatment‌ ‌once‌ ‌the‌‌                                   
epinephrine‌‌has‌‌been‌‌administered‌‌-‌‌even‌‌if‌‌the‌‌student’s‌‌symptoms‌‌appear‌‌to‌‌have‌‌resolved.‌‌Arrangements‌‌for‌‌                               
the‌ ‌safe‌ ‌storage‌ ‌of‌ ‌Epi-Pens‌ ‌during‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌made‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌staff.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Medical‌ ‌-‌ ‌Covid‌ ‌Guidelines‌ ‌ 
Given‌‌the‌‌ever-changing‌‌and‌‌evolving‌‌nature‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Covid-19‌‌pandemic,‌‌please‌‌see‌‌our‌‌weekly‌‌newsletter‌‌for‌‌the‌‌                                 
most‌‌up-to-date‌‌guidelines.‌‌Please‌‌note‌‌that‌‌this‌‌handbook‌‌is‌‌a‌‌working‌‌document.‌‌Covid‌‌guidelines‌‌are‌‌subject‌‌                               

http://www.rcan.org/


to‌‌change‌‌based‌‌on‌‌guidance‌‌from‌‌the‌‌Governor’s‌‌office,‌‌NJ‌‌Department‌‌of‌‌Education,‌‌NJ‌‌Department‌‌of‌‌Health,‌‌                                 
Local‌ ‌Departments‌ ‌of‌ ‌Health‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Centers‌ ‌for‌ ‌Disease‌ ‌Control‌ ‌and‌ ‌Prevention‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

At‌ ‌time‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌drafting‌ ‌of‌ ‌this‌ ‌handbook,‌ ‌students‌ ‌should:‌ ‌ 
● come‌ ‌to‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌wearing‌ ‌a‌ ‌mask‌ ‌ 
● practice‌ ‌social‌ ‌distancing‌ ‌of‌ ‌6’‌ ‌in‌ ‌public‌ ‌spaces‌ ‌and‌ ‌3’‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌classroom‌‌ ‌  
● wash‌ ‌their‌ ‌hands‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌and‌ ‌use‌ ‌the‌ ‌hand‌ ‌sanitizer‌ ‌available‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌entrance‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌church‌ ‌and‌‌                                 

throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌School‌ ‌ 
● stay‌ ‌home‌ ‌when‌ ‌sick‌ ‌or‌ ‌exhibiting‌ ‌any‌ ‌signs‌ ‌of‌ ‌Covid‌ ‌ 
● quarantine‌ ‌after‌ ‌travel‌ ‌to‌ ‌areas‌ ‌outside‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌SOMA‌ ‌district‌ ‌approved‌ ‌area‌ ‌or‌ ‌after‌ ‌contact‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌‌                                 

Covid-infection‌ ‌individual‌ ‌(if‌ ‌unvaccinated)‌ ‌ 
‌ 

If‌‌your‌‌child‌‌has‌‌been‌‌at‌‌CCD‌‌and‌‌has‌‌tested‌‌positive‌‌for‌‌Covid‌‌please‌‌notify‌‌Jen‌‌Noll‌‌as‌‌soon‌‌as‌‌possible‌‌                                         
so‌ ‌that‌ ‌we‌ ‌can‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌contact‌ ‌tracing‌ ‌and‌ ‌alert‌ ‌local‌ ‌health‌ ‌authorities‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Communication‌ ‌ 
Between‌ ‌Catechists‌ ‌and‌ ‌Families:‌ ‌ 
Each‌ ‌catechist‌ ‌will‌ ‌receive‌ ‌contact‌ ‌information‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌students‌ ‌in‌ ‌his‌ ‌or‌ ‌her‌ ‌class.‌ ‌Catechist‌ ‌communication‌‌                               
regarding‌ ‌individual‌ ‌classroom‌ ‌happenings‌ ‌varies‌ ‌in‌ ‌frequency‌ ‌and‌ ‌type‌ ‌depending‌ ‌upon‌ ‌the‌ ‌catechist.‌ ‌‌If‌‌you‌‌                             
have‌ ‌any‌ ‌questions‌ ‌or‌ ‌concerns‌ ‌about‌ ‌what’s‌ ‌happening‌ ‌in‌ ‌class,‌ ‌please‌ ‌reach‌ ‌out‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌child’s‌‌                               
individual‌ ‌catechist‌ ‌first.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Between‌ ‌the‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌and‌ ‌Families:‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌uses‌ ‌email‌ ‌as‌ ‌its‌ ‌primary‌ ‌form‌ ‌of‌ ‌communication‌ ‌with‌ ‌families.‌ ‌Please‌‌                             
check‌ ‌your‌ ‌email‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌for‌ ‌updates‌ ‌from‌ ‌our‌ ‌office‌ ‌as‌ ‌last‌‌minute‌‌closures‌‌and‌‌class‌‌cancellations‌‌                               
due‌ ‌to‌ ‌Covid‌ ‌may‌ ‌arise‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌year.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Please‌ ‌be‌ ‌sure‌ ‌to‌ ‌check‌ ‌your‌ ‌inbox‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌for‌ ‌our‌ ‌weekly‌ ‌e-newsletter.‌ ‌‌Our‌ ‌newsletter‌ ‌is‌ ‌filled‌ ‌with‌‌                                 
important‌ ‌program‌ ‌updates‌ ‌and‌ ‌supplemental‌‌faith-based‌‌resources.‌‌It‌‌is‌‌sent‌‌out‌‌every‌‌Wednesday‌‌during‌‌the‌‌                             
school‌ ‌year‌ ‌and‌ ‌bi-monthly‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌summer‌ ‌via‌ ‌Mail‌ ‌Chimp.‌ ‌Mrs.‌ ‌McDonald‌ ‌also‌ ‌sends‌ ‌out‌ ‌a‌ ‌link‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌‌                                     
newsletter‌ ‌on‌ ‌Fridays‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌those‌ ‌whose‌ ‌email‌ ‌providers‌ ‌may‌ ‌filter‌ ‌out‌ ‌communications‌ ‌generated‌ ‌from‌‌                             
third-party‌‌providers.‌‌Additionally,‌‌our‌‌newsletter‌‌can‌‌always‌‌be‌‌found‌‌under‌‌the‌‌“Religious‌‌Education”‌‌tab‌‌on‌‌the‌‌                               
parish‌‌website.‌‌We‌‌urge‌‌you‌‌to‌‌make‌‌sure‌‌you‌‌read‌‌our‌‌newsletter‌‌frequently‌‌to‌‌be‌‌kept‌‌abreast‌‌of‌‌all‌‌CCD‌‌and‌‌                                         
sacramental‌ ‌preparation‌ ‌updates.‌  ‌Please‌ ‌contact‌ ‌Mrs.‌ ‌McDonald‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌having‌ ‌newsletter‌ ‌delivery‌ ‌problems.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

From‌‌time‌‌to‌‌time,‌‌paper‌‌flyers‌‌for‌‌upcoming‌‌events‌‌and‌‌service‌‌projects‌‌will‌‌also‌‌be‌‌used‌‌to‌‌publicize‌‌upcoming‌‌                                     
activities‌‌and‌‌events.‌‌If‌‌you‌‌need‌‌to‌‌get‌‌in‌‌touch‌‌with‌‌Religious‌‌Education‌‌Department‌‌staff‌‌for‌‌any‌‌reason,‌‌please‌‌                                     
use‌‌the‌‌contact‌‌information‌‌provided‌‌at‌‌the‌‌beginning‌‌of‌‌this‌‌handbook‌‌or‌‌see‌‌Jen‌‌Noll‌‌or‌‌Colleen‌‌McDonald‌‌after‌                                     
CCD.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌also‌ ‌schedule‌ ‌an‌ ‌appointment‌ ‌to‌ ‌speak‌ ‌with‌ ‌us‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌office.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Student‌ ‌Gmail‌ ‌Collection‌ ‌ 
While‌ ‌we‌ ‌have‌ ‌every‌ ‌expectation‌ ‌of‌ ‌being‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌hold‌ ‌in-person‌ ‌classes‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌year,‌ ‌we'd‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌‌be‌‌                                     
prepared‌ ‌‌just‌ ‌in‌ ‌case‌ ‌‌we‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌change‌ ‌the‌ ‌format‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌classes‌ ‌and‌ ‌switch‌ ‌to‌ ‌virtual‌ ‌learning‌ ‌program‌‌                                     
administered‌‌through‌‌Google‌‌Classroom‌‌for‌‌an‌‌extended‌‌period‌‌of‌‌time.‌‌Google‌‌Classroom‌‌may‌‌also‌‌be‌‌utilized‌‌                               
in‌ ‌cases‌ ‌of‌‌prolonged‌‌absence‌‌from‌‌CCD‌‌classes‌‌for‌‌any‌‌reason.‌‌Parents‌‌will‌‌be‌‌asked‌‌at‌‌the‌‌beginning‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                       
year‌‌to‌‌complete‌‌a‌‌Google‌‌Form‌‌for‌‌each‌‌registered‌‌child‌‌identifying‌‌a‌‌student‌‌Gmail‌‌account‌‌so‌‌that‌‌student‌‌can‌‌                                     
be‌ ‌added‌ ‌if‌ ‌necessary‌ ‌to‌ ‌our‌ ‌Google‌ ‌Classroom‌ ‌classes.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Families‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌read‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark’s‌ ‌Digital‌ ‌Communication‌ ‌policy‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌sign‌ ‌a‌ ‌written‌‌                                 
Acknowledgement‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Digital‌ ‌Communication‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌as‌ ‌well‌ ‌as‌ ‌an‌ ‌‌Authorization,‌ ‌Consent‌ ‌and‌ ‌Release‌ ‌for‌‌                             
Electronic‌ ‌Communication‌ ‌Involving‌ ‌Minors‌ ‌Form‌ ‌just‌ ‌in‌ ‌case‌ ‌their‌ ‌children‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌‌switch‌‌to‌‌a‌‌digital‌‌learning‌‌                                 
format‌ ‌for‌ ‌any‌ ‌length‌ ‌of‌ ‌time.‌ ‌ 
‌ 



Social‌ ‌Media‌ ‌/‌ ‌Publicity‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌ 
After‌ ‌registering,‌ ‌families‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌with‌ ‌authorization‌ ‌to‌‌use‌‌their‌‌child’s‌‌likeness‌‌in‌‌parish‌‌                                   
publications,‌ ‌including‌ ‌web‌ ‌and‌ ‌print‌ ‌media.‌ ‌Any‌ ‌families‌ ‌who‌ ‌do‌ ‌not‌ ‌want‌ ‌their‌ ‌child’s‌ ‌image‌ ‌used‌ ‌in‌ ‌parish‌‌                                   
publications‌ ‌should‌ ‌indicate‌ ‌that‌ ‌one‌ ‌the‌ ‌Media‌ ‌Release‌ ‌form.‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌staff‌ ‌and‌‌                           
catechists‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌consult‌ ‌the‌ ‌photo‌ ‌authorization‌ ‌list‌ ‌before‌ ‌using‌ ‌any‌ ‌student’s‌ ‌likeness.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Cell‌ ‌Phone‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌ 
In‌‌general,‌‌students‌‌should‌‌refrain‌‌from‌‌using‌‌cell‌‌phones,‌‌except‌‌in‌‌case‌‌of‌‌emergency,‌‌during‌‌CCD.‌‌CCD‌‌phone‌‌                                   
usage‌ ‌is‌ ‌prohibited‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌church.‌ ‌It‌‌is‌‌up‌‌to‌‌each‌‌individual‌‌catechist‌‌to‌‌determine‌‌the‌‌specific‌‌cell‌‌phone‌‌                                       
policy‌‌for‌‌his‌‌or‌‌her‌‌class.‌‌If‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌cell‌‌phones‌‌becomes‌‌a‌‌problem,‌‌your‌‌child‌‌may‌‌be‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌place‌‌his‌‌or‌‌                                               
her‌‌cell‌‌phone‌‌in‌‌a‌‌basket‌‌at‌‌the‌‌start‌‌of‌‌class.‌‌Students‌‌may‌‌use‌‌their‌‌cell‌‌phones‌‌at‌‌the‌‌beginning‌‌or‌‌end‌‌of‌‌class‌‌                                               
to‌ ‌communicate‌ ‌with‌ ‌parents‌ ‌or‌ ‌caregivers.‌‌  
‌ 

Service‌ ‌Projects‌ ‌ 
There‌ ‌are‌ ‌two‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌program-wide‌ ‌service‌ ‌projects:‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

● OLS‌ ‌Food‌ ‌Pantry‌ ‌-‌ ‌The‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌program‌ ‌will‌ ‌offer‌ ‌support‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌food‌ ‌pantry‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌year.‌‌                                   
Additionally,‌ ‌a‌ ‌food‌ ‌drive‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌in‌ ‌November‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌the‌ ‌food‌ ‌pantry‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌‌creation‌‌of‌‌Thanksgiving‌‌                                     
dinner‌ ‌baskets.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌program‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌bring‌ ‌in‌ ‌specific‌ ‌food‌ ‌items‌ ‌based‌ ‌on‌ ‌their‌ ‌grade‌ ‌level.‌ ‌ 

● OLS‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌Christmas‌ ‌Service‌ ‌project‌ ‌-‌ ‌Each‌ ‌year‌ ‌the‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌program‌ ‌will‌ ‌work‌ ‌in‌ ‌conjunction‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌‌OLS‌‌                                   
School‌ ‌to‌ ‌create‌ ‌Christmas‌ ‌“goodie‌ ‌bags”‌ ‌for‌ ‌homebound‌ ‌members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌community.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌are‌‌                             
asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌bring‌ ‌in‌ ‌specific‌ ‌small‌ ‌holiday‌ ‌gift‌ ‌items‌ ‌based‌ ‌on‌ ‌their‌ ‌grade‌ ‌level.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Catechists‌ ‌are‌ ‌also‌ ‌encouraged‌ ‌to‌ ‌engage‌ ‌their‌ ‌students‌ ‌in‌ ‌additional‌ ‌meaningful,‌ ‌age-appropriate‌ ‌classroom‌‌ 
service‌ ‌projects‌ ‌if‌ ‌such‌ ‌activities‌ ‌fit‌ ‌into‌ ‌their‌ ‌lesson‌ ‌plans.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌and‌ ‌Pizza‌ ‌Social‌ ‌ 
Children‌‌in‌‌Grades‌‌K-8‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Religious‌‌Education‌‌program‌‌and‌‌OLS‌‌School‌‌are‌‌invited‌‌to‌‌participate‌‌in‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌                                     
Christmas‌ ‌Pageant.‌ ‌Information‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌pageant‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌sent‌ ‌home‌ ‌beginning‌ ‌in‌ ‌November.‌ ‌This‌ ‌year,‌‌                             
interested‌‌students‌‌only‌‌need‌‌to‌‌attend‌‌a‌‌rehearsal‌‌on‌‌the‌‌Friday‌‌evening‌‌before‌‌the‌‌show‌‌and‌‌a‌‌short‌‌refresher‌‌                                     
rehearsal‌ ‌immediately‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌pageant.‌ ‌In‌ ‌a‌ ‌break‌ ‌from‌ ‌tradition,‌ ‌this‌ ‌year’s‌ ‌pageant‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌before‌‌                                 
Christmas‌ ‌on‌ ‌Sunday,‌ ‌December‌ ‌12,‌ ‌2021.‌ ‌A‌ ‌parish-wide‌ ‌pizza‌ ‌social‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌immediately‌ ‌following‌ ‌the‌‌                               
pageant‌ ‌in‌ ‌St.‌ ‌Joseph’s‌ ‌Hall‌ ‌-‌ ‌if‌ ‌Covid‌ ‌restriction‌ ‌allows.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Volunteer‌ ‌Opportunities‌ ‌ 
There‌ ‌are‌ ‌many‌ ‌ways‌ ‌for‌ ‌families‌ ‌to‌ ‌become‌ ‌involved‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌faith‌ ‌formation‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌children‌ ‌in‌ ‌our‌ ‌community.‌‌                                     
Please‌ ‌look‌ ‌over‌ ‌our‌ ‌list‌ ‌of‌ ‌volunteer‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌and‌ ‌see‌ ‌if‌ ‌there‌ ‌is‌ ‌an‌ ‌option‌ ‌which‌ ‌fits‌ ‌your‌ ‌interests‌ ‌and‌‌                                       
schedule.‌ ‌Interested‌ ‌individuals‌ ‌should‌ ‌contact‌ ‌Jen‌ ‌Noll‌ ‌or‌ ‌indicate‌ ‌their‌ ‌willingness‌ ‌to‌ ‌volunteer‌‌on‌‌the‌‌online‌‌                               
registration‌ ‌form.‌ ‌Thank‌ ‌you‌ ‌in‌ ‌advance‌ ‌for‌ ‌your‌ ‌consideration‌ ‌and‌ ‌help.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Full-time‌ ‌Catechist‌ Team‌ ‌Teaching‌ ‌Catechist‌ Substitute‌ ‌Catechist‌ ‌ 
One-on-One‌ ‌Special‌ ‌Needs‌ ‌Tutor‌ Classroom‌ ‌Aide‌ Floater‌ ‌(Office‌ ‌helper‌ ‌/‌ ‌Substitute)‌ ‌ 
Service‌ ‌Project‌ ‌Volunteer‌ ‌Coordinator‌ Hall‌ ‌Monitor‌ Christmas‌ ‌Party‌ ‌Volunteer‌
Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Helper‌ One-Time‌ ‌Event‌ ‌Volunteer‌ Sacramental‌ ‌Retreat‌ ‌Volunteer‌ ‌ 
‌ 

ACRE‌ ‌Exam‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌Assessment‌ ‌of‌ ‌Catholic‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌(ACRE)‌ ‌is‌ ‌an‌ ‌integrated,‌ ‌multi-level‌ ‌survey‌‌instrument‌‌(not‌‌a‌‌                             
standardized‌ ‌test)‌ ‌developed‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌National‌ ‌Catholic‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Association.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌designed‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌parish,‌‌                             
school‌ ‌and‌ ‌diocesan‌ ‌religious‌ ‌educators‌ ‌with‌ ‌valuable‌ ‌information‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌participants’‌ ‌knowledge‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌faith,‌‌                             
liturgy‌ ‌and‌ ‌sacraments,‌ ‌moral‌ ‌formation,‌ ‌prayer,‌ ‌Christian‌ ‌community,‌ ‌missionary‌ ‌spirit.‌ ‌Information‌ ‌regarding‌‌                       
participants’‌‌religious‌‌beliefs,‌‌attitudes‌‌and‌‌practices;‌‌and‌‌perceptions‌‌of‌‌themselves,‌‌their‌‌parish‌‌community‌‌and‌‌                           
their‌ ‌school‌ ‌or‌ ‌parish‌ ‌religious‌ ‌education‌ ‌program‌ ‌is‌ ‌also‌ ‌gathered.‌ ‌ 
‌ 



If‌ ‌‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌mandates‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌ACRE‌ ‌be‌ ‌administered‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌year,‌ ‌all‌ ‌5th‌ ‌and‌ ‌8th‌ ‌grade‌ ‌students‌‌                                   
(including‌ ‌homeschooled‌ ‌students)‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌contacted‌ ‌via‌ ‌email‌ ‌with‌ ‌specific‌ ‌information‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌ACRE.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Homeschooling‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌Church‌ ‌has‌ ‌long‌ ‌recognized‌ ‌the‌ ‌role‌ ‌parents‌ ‌have‌ ‌played‌ ‌in‌ ‌bearing‌ ‌the‌ ‌primary‌ ‌responsibility‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌‌                                 
education‌‌of‌‌their‌‌children.‌‌At‌‌Baptism,‌‌parents‌‌accept‌‌the‌‌serious‌‌responsibility‌‌for‌‌the‌‌formation‌‌of‌‌their‌‌children‌‌                                 
in‌‌faith.‌‌Indeed,‌‌the‌‌‌Catechism‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Catholic‌‌Church‌‌(#2223)‌‌states‌‌that,‌‌“Parents‌‌have‌‌the‌‌first‌‌responsibility‌‌for‌‌                                   
the‌‌education‌‌of‌‌their‌‌children.‌‌They‌‌bear‌‌witness‌‌to‌‌this‌‌responsibility‌‌first‌‌by‌‌‌creating‌‌a‌‌home‌‌where‌‌tenderness,‌‌                                   
forgiveness,‌ ‌respect,‌‌fidelity,‌‌and‌‌disinterested‌‌service‌‌are‌‌the‌‌rule.‌‌The‌‌home‌‌is‌‌well‌‌suited‌‌for‌‌‌education‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                   
virtues‌.”‌‌Thus,‌‌those‌‌parents‌‌who‌‌desire‌‌to‌‌be‌‌both‌‌the‌‌informal‌‌and‌‌formal‌‌catechists‌‌of‌‌their‌‌children‌‌have‌‌the‌‌                                     
ability‌ ‌to‌ ‌do‌ ‌so‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌homeschooling‌ ‌program.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌National‌ ‌Directory‌ ‌for‌ ‌Catechesis‌ ‌states‌ ‌that,‌ ‌“If‌ ‌Catholic‌ ‌parents‌ ‌choose‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌catechesis‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌‌                               
children‌‌in‌‌their‌‌home,‌‌that‌‌catechesis‌‌must‌‌be‌‌both‌‌complete‌‌and‌‌authentic...Parents‌‌who‌‌choose‌‌to‌‌be‌‌not‌‌only‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌primary‌ ‌educators‌ ‌of‌ ‌their‌ ‌children‌ ‌but‌ ‌also‌ ‌their‌ ‌catechists‌ ‌must‌ ‌adhere‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌guidelines‌‌for‌‌catechists‌‌as‌‌                                   
outlined‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌diocesan‌ ‌bishop.”‌ ‌To‌ ‌that‌ ‌end,‌ ‌parents‌ ‌and‌ ‌students‌ ‌participating‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌homeschooling‌‌                               
program‌ ‌will:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

● Be‌ ‌provided‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌same‌ ‌USCCB‌ ‌approved‌ ‌curriculum‌ ‌for‌ ‌their‌ ‌studies‌ ‌that‌ ‌is‌ ‌used‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌CCD‌‌ 
program‌ ‌ 

● Be‌ ‌provided‌ ‌with‌ ‌information‌ ‌about‌ ‌how‌ ‌they‌ ‌can‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌ ‌additional‌ ‌community,‌ ‌service‌ ‌and‌ ‌faith‌‌ 
formation‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌open‌ ‌to‌ ‌other‌ ‌children‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌parish‌ ‌ 

● Have‌ ‌access‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌same‌ ‌resources‌ ‌for‌ ‌lesson‌ ‌planning‌ ‌and‌ ‌preparation‌ ‌as‌ ‌students‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌CCD‌‌ 
Program‌ ‌ 

● Be‌ ‌presented‌ ‌with‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌for‌ ‌adult‌ ‌continuing‌ ‌education‌ ‌and‌ ‌certification‌ ‌offered‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌‌ 
and‌ ‌the‌ ‌parish‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Families‌ ‌wishing‌ ‌to‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌homeschool‌ ‌program‌ ‌must‌ ‌register‌ ‌their‌ ‌children‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌‌                               
Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education.‌ ‌The‌ ‌fee‌ ‌schedule‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌same‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌program.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

According‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark’s‌ ‌policy‌ ‌governing‌ ‌parish‌ ‌homeschooling‌ ‌programs‌ ‌“children‌ ‌who‌‌are‌‌                           
catechized‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌home-school‌ ‌setting‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌interviewed‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌pastor‌ ‌or‌ ‌his‌ ‌delegate‌ ‌to‌ ‌evaluate‌ ‌their‌‌                                 
progress‌ ‌and‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌that‌ ‌a‌ ‌thorough‌ ‌and‌ ‌complete‌ ‌catechesis‌ ‌is‌ ‌being‌ ‌provided.”‌‌(‌Catechetical‌‌Administrative‌‌                           
Manual‌‌section‌‌923.00)‌‌In‌‌order‌‌to‌‌ensure‌‌that‌‌a‌‌timely‌‌and‌‌thorough‌‌catechesis‌‌is‌‌being‌‌maintained,‌‌members‌‌of‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌homeschooling‌ ‌program‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

● Schedule‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌parish‌ ‌priest‌ ‌when‌ ‌first‌ ‌registering‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌homeschooling‌ ‌program‌‌ ‌  
● Provide‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Department‌ ‌staff‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌student‌ ‌Gmail‌ ‌address‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌used‌ ‌with‌ ‌Google‌‌                             

Classroom,‌‌the‌‌homeschooling‌‌management‌‌system‌‌and‌‌to‌‌submit‌‌assigned‌‌online‌‌chapter‌‌reviews‌‌and‌‌                         
video‌ ‌responses‌‌ ‌  

● Schedule‌‌a‌‌year-end‌‌meeting‌‌with‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌Catechetical‌‌Coordinator‌‌in‌‌May‌‌or‌‌June‌‌2022‌‌to‌‌discuss‌‌both‌‌                                 
the‌‌homeschooling‌‌process‌‌and‌‌the‌‌key‌‌material‌‌pertaining‌‌to‌‌the‌‌student’s‌‌specific‌‌grade‌‌level‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌                                 
evaluate‌ ‌the‌ ‌effectiveness‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌catechesis‌ ‌being‌ ‌provided‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌home‌ ‌ 

● Take‌ ‌the‌ ‌ACRE‌ ‌exam‌ ‌if‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌being‌ ‌administered‌ ‌(applies‌ ‌only‌ ‌to‌ ‌5th‌ ‌and‌ ‌8th‌ ‌grade‌ ‌students)‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Sacramental‌ ‌Preparation‌ ‌ 
According‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark,‌ ‌a‌ ‌child‌‌must‌‌receive‌‌the‌‌sacraments‌‌in‌‌their‌‌home‌‌                                   
parish‌‌(the‌‌parish‌‌in‌‌which‌‌his‌‌or‌‌her‌‌family‌‌is‌‌registered).‌‌This‌‌is‌‌true‌‌for‌‌all‌‌children-‌‌including‌‌those‌‌who‌‌attend‌‌                                         
Catholic‌ ‌schools.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

In‌‌order‌‌to‌‌register‌‌for‌‌the‌‌preparation‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Sacraments‌‌of‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌and‌‌First‌‌Eucharist,‌‌the‌‌baptized‌‌                                   
children‌ ‌of‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌must‌ ‌have‌ ‌received‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌one‌ ‌previous‌ ‌year‌ ‌of‌ ‌formal‌ ‌religious‌ ‌instruction‌‌and‌‌be‌‌currently‌‌                                   
enrolled‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌religious‌ ‌education‌‌program.‌‌Traditionally,‌‌these‌‌Sacraments‌‌are‌‌celebrated‌‌for‌‌children‌‌in‌‌second‌‌                             
grade.‌ ‌So,‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌these‌ ‌Sacraments‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌traditional‌ ‌time‌ ‌of‌ ‌second‌ ‌grade,‌ ‌a‌ ‌student‌ ‌needs‌‌to‌‌be‌‌                                       



enrolled‌ ‌in‌ ‌religious‌ ‌education‌ ‌classes‌ ‌beginning‌ ‌in‌ ‌1st‌ ‌grade.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌must‌ ‌also‌ ‌meet‌ ‌the‌ ‌attendance‌‌                             
requirements‌‌for‌‌1st‌‌and‌‌2nd‌‌grade‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌receive‌‌the‌‌Sacraments‌‌of‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌and‌‌First‌‌Eucharist‌‌                                   
in‌ ‌2nd‌ ‌grade.‌ ‌‌Both‌ ‌the‌ ‌child‌ ‌and‌‌the‌‌parent(s)‌‌should‌‌be‌‌actively‌‌participating‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Sunday‌‌liturgy‌‌and‌‌                                   
parish‌ ‌life.‌ ‌Enrollment‌ ‌for‌ ‌both‌ ‌of‌ ‌these‌ ‌Sacraments‌ ‌takes‌ ‌place‌ ‌each‌ ‌fall‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌of‌ ‌two‌ ‌required‌ ‌parent‌‌                                     
information‌ ‌meetings.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌‌accordance‌‌with‌‌guidelines‌‌from‌‌the‌‌Archdiocese,‌‌preparations‌‌for‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌must‌‌take‌‌place‌‌before‌‌                             
First‌ ‌Eucharist.‌ ‌Preparation‌ ‌for‌ ‌each‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌separate‌ ‌and‌ ‌distinct.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌‌ ‌  
“The‌ ‌preaching‌ ‌of‌ ‌Jesus‌ ‌Christ‌ ‌begins‌‌with‌‌the‌‌words:‌‌‘Reform‌‌your‌‌lives‌‌and‌‌believe‌‌in‌‌the‌‌good‌‌news.’‌‌(Mark‌‌                                     
1:15)‌‌In‌‌response‌‌to‌‌this‌‌call‌‌Christians‌‌accept‌‌the‌‌good‌‌news‌‌of‌‌God’s‌‌love‌‌for‌‌them‌‌and‌‌seek‌‌to‌‌cultivate‌‌a‌‌spirit‌                                           
of‌ ‌conversion‌ ‌and‌ ‌repentance‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌their‌ ‌lives...The‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌Penance‌ ‌celebrates‌ ‌the‌ ‌reality‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌‌                             
ongoing‌ ‌conversion‌ ‌and‌ ‌our‌ ‌fundamental‌ ‌reconciliation‌ ‌with‌ ‌God.”‌ ‌‌(Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark,‌ ‌Catechetical‌ ‌Administrative‌‌                         
Manual,‌ ‌section‌ ‌0580)‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌Our‌‌Lady‌‌of‌‌Sorrows‌‌sacramental‌‌preparation‌‌program‌‌for‌‌the‌‌Sacrament‌‌of‌‌Reconciliation‌‌is,‌‌in‌‌keeping‌‌with‌‌                                 
the‌ ‌acknowledgement‌ ‌that‌ ‌parents‌ ‌are‌ ‌the‌ ‌primary‌ ‌catechists‌ ‌of‌ ‌their‌ ‌children,‌ ‌a‌ ‌home-based‌‌course‌‌of‌‌study.‌‌                               
Parents‌‌must‌‌attend‌‌a‌‌‌mandatory‌‌meeting‌‌in‌‌the‌‌fall.‌‌This‌‌year’s‌‌meeting‌‌will‌‌take‌‌place‌‌via‌‌Zoom.‌ ‌An‌‌overview‌‌                                     
of‌‌the‌‌Sacrament‌‌will‌‌be‌‌given‌‌at‌‌this‌‌meeting‌‌along‌‌with‌‌an‌‌explanation‌‌of‌‌the‌‌specific‌‌policies‌‌and‌‌procedures‌‌for‌‌                                       
reception‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Sacrament.‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌workbooks‌‌and‌‌worksheets‌‌will‌‌be‌‌sent‌‌home‌‌with‌‌the‌‌child‌‌prior‌‌                                 
to‌ ‌this‌ ‌meeting.‌ ‌Please‌ ‌mark‌ ‌your‌ ‌calendars‌ ‌now‌ ‌with‌ ‌all‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌important‌ ‌First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌dates.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Parents‌ ‌have‌ ‌the‌ ‌option‌ ‌of‌ ‌attending‌ ‌one‌ ‌of‌ ‌two‌ ‌scheduled‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌parent‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌this‌ ‌year:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

● Thursday‌ ‌afternoon,‌ ‌September‌ ‌30,‌ ‌2021,‌ ‌1:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌-‌ ‌2:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌‌via‌ ‌Zoom‌  ‌‌OR‌ ‌ 
● Thursday‌ ‌evening,‌ ‌September‌ ‌30,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌at‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌‌ ‌via‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Our‌‌parish‌‌uses‌‌the‌‌Loyola‌‌Press‌‌published‌‌curriculum‌‌‌God’s‌‌Gift:‌‌Reconciliation‌‌for‌‌its‌‌home-based‌‌course‌‌of‌‌                               
study.‌‌Students‌‌receive‌‌a‌‌workbook‌‌and‌‌have‌‌approximately‌‌two‌‌months‌‌to‌‌complete‌‌their‌‌home-based‌‌course‌‌of‌‌                               
study‌‌for‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation.‌‌Families‌‌are‌‌also‌‌provided‌‌with‌‌the‌‌magazine‌‌“‌God’s‌‌Gift‌‌Together‌”‌‌which‌‌contains‌                               
articles,‌‌lesson‌‌plans‌‌and‌‌tips‌‌for‌‌making‌‌this‌‌time‌‌of‌‌preparation‌‌more‌‌meaningful‌‌for‌‌everyone‌‌involved.‌‌Parents‌‌                                 
and‌ ‌students‌ ‌should‌ ‌bring‌ ‌their‌ ‌completed‌ ‌coursework‌ ‌with‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌mandatory‌ ‌First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌Retreat.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

All‌ ‌children‌ ‌celebrating‌ ‌their‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌attend‌‌the‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌Inscription‌‌                           
Mass‌‌for‌‌a‌‌special‌‌blessing‌.‌‌This‌‌year’s‌‌Inscription‌‌Mass‌‌will‌‌be‌‌held‌‌on:‌‌‌Sunday,‌‌October‌‌3,‌‌2021‌‌at‌‌the‌‌10:00‌‌                                       
Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children.‌ ‌‌Families‌ ‌should‌ ‌then‌ ‌plan‌ ‌on‌ ‌attending‌ ‌the‌ ‌short‌ ‌Reconciliation‌‌activity‌‌held‌‌in‌‌the‌‌lower‌‌                                 
church‌ ‌following‌ ‌Mass.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
The‌‌First‌‌Reconciliation‌‌Retreat‌‌will‌‌be‌‌held‌‌on:‌‌‌Saturday‌‌morning,‌‌December‌‌4,‌‌2021‌‌at‌‌8:45‌‌am‌‌-‌‌12:00‌‌pm‌‌in‌‌                                       
the‌ ‌Upper‌ ‌and‌ ‌Lower‌ ‌Church.‌ ‌ 
‌ ‌  

The‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌on:‌ ‌‌Saturday‌ ‌morning,‌ ‌December‌‌11,‌‌2021‌‌at‌‌10:00‌‌am‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                   
Upper‌ ‌Church.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
The‌‌ ‌registration‌ ‌fee‌ ‌for‌ ‌First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌2021-2022‌ ‌school‌ ‌year‌ ‌is‌ ‌$60.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌ 
“As‌‌people‌‌of‌‌God,‌‌we‌‌are‌‌privileged‌‌to‌‌come‌‌to‌‌the‌‌table‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Lord‌‌and‌‌be‌‌nourished‌‌with‌‌Christ,‌‌the‌‌Bread‌‌of‌‌                                             
Life.‌ ‌We‌ ‌celebrate‌ ‌the‌ ‌sacred‌ ‌meal‌ ‌which‌ ‌Jesus‌ ‌gave‌ ‌to‌ ‌His‌ ‌Church‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌night‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Last‌ ‌Supper.‌ ‌The‌‌                                       
Eucharist‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌heart‌ ‌of‌ ‌Christian‌ ‌life.”‌‌ ‌(‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark,‌ ‌Catechetical‌ ‌Administrative‌ ‌Manual,‌ ‌section‌ ‌0571)‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌sacramental‌ ‌preparation‌ ‌program‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌is‌ ‌also‌ ‌a‌‌                                 
home-based‌‌course‌‌of‌‌study.‌‌Parents‌‌must‌‌attend‌‌a‌‌First‌‌Eucharist‌‌‌mandatory‌‌parents‌‌meeting‌‌via‌‌Zoom‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                 



winter.‌ ‌An‌ ‌overview‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌given‌ ‌at‌ ‌this‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌along‌ ‌with‌ ‌an‌ ‌explanation‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌specific‌‌                                     
policies‌ ‌and‌ ‌procedures‌ ‌for‌ ‌reception‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Sacrament.‌ ‌Please‌ ‌mark‌ ‌your‌ ‌calendars‌ ‌now‌ ‌with‌ ‌not‌ ‌only‌ ‌this‌‌                                 
meeting,‌ ‌but‌ ‌with‌ ‌all‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌other‌ ‌important‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌dates.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Parents‌ ‌have‌ ‌the‌ ‌option‌ ‌of‌ ‌attending‌ ‌one‌ ‌of‌ ‌two‌ ‌scheduled‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌parent‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌this‌ ‌year:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

● Thursday‌ ‌afternoon,‌ ‌February‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2022,‌ ‌1:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌2:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌via‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌OR‌ ‌ 
● Thursday‌ ‌afternoon,‌ ‌February‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2022,‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌8:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌via‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌ 
● ‌ 

Our‌‌parish‌‌uses‌‌the‌‌Loyola‌‌Press‌‌published‌‌curriculum‌‌‌God’s‌‌Gift:‌‌Eucharist‌‌for‌‌its‌‌home-based‌‌course‌‌of‌‌study.‌‌                                 
All‌ ‌students‌ ‌receive‌ ‌a‌ ‌workbook‌ ‌with‌ ‌stickers‌ ‌similar‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌one‌ ‌used‌ ‌to‌ ‌prepare‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌‌                                     
Reconciliation.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

All‌ ‌children‌ ‌making‌ ‌their‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌attend‌ ‌the‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌Inscription‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌special‌‌                                   
blessing.‌ ‌This‌ ‌year’s‌ ‌Inscription‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌on:‌ ‌‌February‌ ‌13,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children.‌‌                                   
Families‌ ‌are‌ ‌then‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌ ‌attend‌ ‌the‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌activity‌ ‌held‌ ‌in‌ ‌St.‌ ‌Joseph’s‌ ‌Hall‌ ‌immediately‌‌                               
following‌ ‌the‌ ‌Mass.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Students‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌little‌ ‌under‌ ‌two‌ ‌months‌ ‌to‌ ‌complete‌ ‌their‌ ‌home-based‌ ‌course‌ ‌of‌ ‌study‌ ‌for‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist.‌‌                                 
Parents‌ ‌and‌ ‌students‌ ‌should‌ ‌bring‌ ‌their‌ ‌completed‌ ‌coursework‌ ‌with‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌mandatory‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌‌                             
Retreat.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

This‌‌year‌‌the‌‌First‌‌Eucharist‌‌Retreat‌‌will‌‌be‌‌held‌‌on:‌‌‌Saturday‌‌morning,‌‌April‌‌2,‌‌2022‌‌at‌‌8:45‌‌am‌‌-‌‌12:00‌‌pm‌‌in‌‌                                           
the‌ ‌Upper‌ ‌and‌ ‌Lower‌ ‌Church.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
The‌ ‌registration‌ ‌fee‌ ‌for‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌2019-2020‌ ‌school‌ ‌year‌ ‌is‌ ‌$65.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌will‌ ‌take‌ ‌place‌ ‌on‌ ‌Saturday,‌ ‌May‌‌7,‌‌2022.‌‌There‌‌will‌‌be‌‌three‌‌First‌‌Eucharist‌‌                                     
Masses‌ ‌celebrated‌ ‌on‌ ‌that‌ ‌day‌ ‌at‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am,‌ ‌1:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌and‌ ‌3:00‌ ‌pm.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

First‌ ‌Communicants‌ ‌must‌ ‌also‌ ‌attend‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌mandatory‌ ‌rehearsal‌ ‌for‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist.‌ ‌Children‌ ‌must‌ ‌attend‌ ‌the‌‌                             
practice‌ ‌corresponding‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌specific‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌they‌ ‌have‌ ‌signed‌ ‌up‌ ‌for.‌ ‌For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌if‌ ‌your‌ ‌family‌ ‌selected‌ ‌the‌‌                                   
10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌Mass,‌ ‌your‌ ‌child‌ ‌must‌ ‌attend‌ ‌the‌ ‌practice‌ ‌scheduled‌ ‌for‌ ‌Tuesday,‌‌May‌‌3rd.‌ ‌We‌‌will‌‌run‌‌through‌‌the‌‌                                     
entire‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌and‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌have‌ ‌an‌ ‌opportunity‌ ‌to‌ ‌practice‌ ‌any‌ ‌readings‌ ‌they‌ ‌elect‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌as‌ ‌well‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌‌                                       
receipt‌ ‌of‌‌Communion.‌‌Children‌‌should‌‌be‌‌accompanied‌‌to‌‌their‌‌First‌‌Eucharist‌‌practice‌‌by‌‌a‌‌parent‌‌or‌‌an‌‌adult‌‌                                   
who‌ ‌will‌ ‌also‌ ‌be‌ ‌present‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌day‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌dates‌ ‌for‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌in‌ ‌2022‌ ‌are‌ ‌as‌ ‌follows:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
On‌ ‌May‌ ‌8th,‌ ‌the‌ ‌children‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌invited‌ ‌to‌ ‌wear‌ ‌their‌ ‌First‌ ‌Communion‌ ‌clothes‌ ‌to‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌and‌ ‌celebrate‌ ‌their‌ ‌Second‌‌ 
Communion‌ ‌along‌ ‌with‌ ‌other‌ ‌members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌parish.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Mary‌ ‌Crowning‌ ‌will‌ ‌also‌ ‌take‌ ‌place‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌‌ 
Mass.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 

Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌  Practice‌ ‌Date‌ ‌ 

Saturday,‌ ‌May‌ ‌7,‌ ‌2022‌  ‌at‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌  Tuesday,‌ ‌May‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2022,‌ ‌6:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:15‌ ‌pm,‌ ‌upper‌ ‌church‌ ‌ 

Sunday,‌ ‌May‌ ‌7,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌at‌ ‌1:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌  Wednesday,‌ ‌May‌ ‌4,‌ ‌2022,‌ ‌5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌6:45‌ ‌pm,‌ ‌upper‌‌ 
church‌ ‌ 

Saturday,‌ ‌May‌ ‌7,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌at‌ ‌3:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌  Thursday,‌ ‌April‌ ‌15,‌ ‌2021,‌ ‌5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm,‌ ‌upper‌‌ 
church‌ ‌ 



Confirmation‌ ‌ 
Upon‌‌successful‌‌completion‌‌of‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌CCD‌‌program‌‌through‌‌8th‌‌grade,‌‌students‌‌are‌‌able‌‌to‌‌join‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌Youth‌‌                                     
Group.‌‌The‌‌Youth‌‌Group‌‌meets‌‌on‌‌Sunday‌‌evenings‌‌from‌‌7:30‌‌-‌‌9:00‌‌pm‌‌beginning‌‌in‌‌September.‌‌Preparation‌‌for‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌Confirmation‌ ‌takes‌ ‌place‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌two‌ ‌years‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌student’s‌ ‌participation‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌                                 
program.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌celebrate‌ ‌Confirmation‌ ‌at‌‌the‌‌end‌‌of‌‌10th‌‌grade.‌‌Any‌‌questions‌‌about‌‌the‌‌OLS‌‌Youth‌‌Group‌‌                                 
program‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌directed‌ ‌to‌ ‌Chris‌ ‌Kaiser,‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌Youth‌ ‌Minister,‌ ‌at‌ ‌Christopher.Kaiser@shu.edu.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
Right‌ ‌to‌ ‌Amend:‌ ‌ 
This‌ ‌family‌ ‌handbook‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌primary‌ ‌means‌ ‌of‌ ‌communication‌ ‌and‌ ‌is‌ ‌meant‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌you‌ ‌with‌ ‌helpful‌ ‌information.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌meant‌ ‌to‌ ‌include‌ ‌all‌‌ 
the‌ ‌rules‌ ‌and‌ ‌guidelines‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌Our‌ ‌Lady‌ ‌of‌ ‌Sorrows‌ ‌parish.‌ ‌The‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌Religious‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Program‌ ‌reserves‌‌ 
the‌ ‌right‌ ‌to‌ ‌amend‌ ‌this‌ ‌handbook‌ ‌as‌ ‌necessary.‌ ‌Families‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌advised‌ ‌if‌ ‌changes‌ ‌are‌ ‌made‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌information‌ ‌contained‌ ‌herein‌ ‌as‌ ‌soon‌ ‌as‌‌ 
practicable.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Additionally,‌ ‌given‌ ‌the‌ ‌ever-evolving‌ ‌nature‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Covid-19‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌details‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌medical‌ ‌section‌ ‌in‌ ‌particular‌ ‌are‌ ‌subject‌ ‌to‌ ‌change‌ ‌based‌‌ 
on‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Governor’s‌ ‌office,‌ ‌NJ‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Education‌ ‌(NJDOE),‌ ‌NJ‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Health‌ ‌(NJDOH),‌ ‌Local‌ ‌Departments‌ ‌of‌‌ 
Health‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Centers‌ ‌for‌ ‌Disease‌ ‌Control‌ ‌and‌ ‌Prevention‌ ‌(CDC)‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Archdiocese‌ ‌of‌ ‌Newark.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌   



CCD‌ ‌2021-2022‌ ‌Calendar‌ ‌ 
‌ 

CCD‌ ‌Homeschooling‌ ‌ 
Program‌ ‌ 

Monday‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 
3:55‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

Tuesday‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 
3:55‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

September‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
7:45‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌Parent‌ ‌Meeting‌ ‌ 

September‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌Parent‌ ‌Meeting‌ ‌ 

September‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Zoom‌ ‌Parent‌ ‌Meeting‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌September‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌1‌ ‌ 

September‌ ‌20‌ ‌  September‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌September‌ ‌26‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 

September‌ ‌27‌ ‌  September‌ ‌28‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
October‌ ‌3,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
October‌ ‌3,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
October‌ ‌3,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌October‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 

October‌ ‌4‌ ‌  October‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌October‌ ‌10‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌4‌ ‌ 

October‌ ‌11‌ ‌ 
Living‌ ‌Rosary‌ ‌/‌ ‌Movie‌ ‌ 

October‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 
Living‌ ‌Rosary‌ ‌/‌ ‌Movie‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌October‌ ‌17‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 

October‌ ‌18‌ ‌  October‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌October‌ ‌24‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌6‌ ‌ 

October‌ ‌25‌ ‌  October‌ ‌26‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌October‌ ‌31‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌District‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

November‌ ‌1‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌District‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

November‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌District‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
November‌ ‌7,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
November‌ ‌7,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
November‌ ‌7,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌November‌ ‌7‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌7‌ ‌ 

November‌ ‌8‌ ‌  November‌ ‌9‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌November‌ ‌14‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌8‌ ‌ 

November‌ ‌15‌ ‌  November‌ ‌16‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌November‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌9‌ ‌ 

November‌ ‌22‌ ‌  November‌ ‌23‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Thanksgiving‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌November‌ ‌28‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌10‌ ‌ 

November‌ ‌29‌ ‌  November‌ ‌30‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌December‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌11‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌6‌ ‌ 
‌ 

December‌ ‌7‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
December‌ ‌10,‌ ‌5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
December‌ ‌10,‌ ‌5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
December‌ ‌10,‌ ‌5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Events‌ ‌ 
December‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 

3:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌4:30‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
4:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Show‌ ‌ 

5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Pizza‌ ‌Party‌ ‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Events‌ ‌ 
December‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 

3:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌4:30‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
4:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Show‌ ‌ 

5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Pizza‌ ‌Party‌ ‌ 

Christmas‌ ‌Pageant‌ ‌Events‌ ‌ 
December‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 

3:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌4:30‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
4:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌5:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Show‌ ‌ 

5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Pizza‌ ‌Party‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌December‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌13‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌(Advent)‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌14‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌(Advent)‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌December‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌20‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 



Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌December‌ ‌26‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌27‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌28‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌January‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌4‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌January‌ ‌9‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌13‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌10‌ ‌  January‌ ‌11‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
January‌ ‌16,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
January‌ ‌16,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
January‌ ‌16,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌January‌ ‌16‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌14‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌17‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌MLK‌ ‌Day‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌18‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌January‌ ‌23‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌15‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌24‌ ‌  January‌ ‌25‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌January‌ ‌30‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌16‌ ‌ 

January‌ ‌31‌ ‌  February‌ ‌1‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌February‌ ‌6‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌17‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌7‌ ‌  February‌ ‌8‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
February‌ ‌13,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
February‌ ‌13,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
February‌ ‌13,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌February‌ ‌13‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌18‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌14‌ ‌  February‌ ‌15‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌February‌ ‌20‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌President’s‌ ‌Day‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌President’s‌ ‌Day‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌22‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌President’s‌ ‌Day‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌February‌ ‌27‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌28‌ ‌  March‌ ‌1‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌March‌ ‌6‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌20‌ ‌ 

March‌ ‌7‌ ‌  March‌ ‌8‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌March‌ ‌13‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 

March‌ ‌14‌ ‌  March‌ ‌15‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌March‌ ‌20‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌22‌ ‌ 

March‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌(Lent)‌ ‌ 

March‌ ‌22‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌Reconciliation‌ ‌(Lent)‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌March‌ ‌27‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌23‌ ‌ 

March‌ ‌28‌ ‌  March‌ ‌29‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌April‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌24‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌4‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌Stations‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Cross‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 
CCD‌ ‌Stations‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Cross‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌April‌ ‌10‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Easter‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌11‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Easter‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Easter‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌April‌ ‌17‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Easter‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌18‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Easter‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
NO‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌-‌ ‌Easter‌ ‌Break‌ ‌ 

Week‌ ‌of‌ ‌April‌ ‌24‌ ‌ 
Complete‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌25‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌25‌ ‌  April‌ ‌26‌ ‌ 

‌  May‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 
Last‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌Class‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 
Last‌ ‌CCD‌ ‌Class‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
May‌ ‌8,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
May‌ ‌8,‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 

Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
May‌ ‌8,10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌ 



Important‌ ‌OLS‌ ‌Sacramental‌ ‌Preparation‌ ‌Program‌ ‌Dates‌ ‌ 
2021-2022‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 

Date‌ ‌  Event‌ ‌  Time‌ ‌  Location‌ ‌ 
September‌ ‌30,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌‌ 

Parent‌ ‌Meeting‌‌ ‌  
1:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌2:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌or‌ ‌ 
7:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌8:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

Zoom‌ ‌ 

October‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2021‌  First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌‌ 
Inscription‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌and‌‌ 

Activity‌ ‌ 

10:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌11:30‌ ‌am‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌followed‌‌ 
by‌ ‌St.‌ ‌Joseph’s‌ ‌Hall‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌4,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Reconciliation‌‌ 
Retreat‌‌ ‌  

8:45‌ ‌-‌ ‌11:45‌ ‌am‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌and‌‌ ‌  
Lower‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

December‌ ‌11,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌  Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌‌ 
Reconciliation‌ ‌ 

10:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌11:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌Parent‌‌ 
Meeting‌ ‌ 

1:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌2:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌or‌ ‌ 
7:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌8:15‌ ‌pm‌ ‌ 

Zoom‌ ‌ 

February‌ ‌13,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌ 
 ‌Inscription‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌and‌‌ 

Activity‌ ‌ 

10:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌11:30‌ ‌am‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌followed‌‌ 
by‌ ‌St.‌ ‌Joseph’s‌ ‌Hall‌ ‌ 

April‌ ‌2,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌ 
 ‌Retreat‌ ‌ 

8:45‌ ‌-‌ ‌11:45‌ ‌am‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌and‌ ‌ 
Lower‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌Practice‌‌ 
for‌ ‌10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 

6:00‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:30‌ ‌pm‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌4,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌Practice‌‌ 
for‌ ‌1:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 

5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌5,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  First‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌Practice‌ ‌ 
for‌ ‌3:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 

5:30‌ ‌-‌ ‌7:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌7,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  Sacrament‌ ‌of‌ ‌First‌‌ 
Eucharist‌ ‌ 

10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 
1:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 
3:00‌ ‌pm‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌ 

Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌8,‌ ‌2022‌ ‌  Mass‌ ‌with‌ ‌Children‌ ‌ 
Second‌ ‌Eucharist‌ ‌ 

May‌ ‌Crowning‌ ‌ 

10:00‌ ‌am‌ ‌Mass‌ ‌  Upper‌ ‌Church‌ ‌ 


