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973-763-5454 
www.olschurch.com 

 

 
MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00, 10:00 and 11:30 am 

Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm   
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

 
RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 

May 5, 2024 
6th Sunday of Easter 

http://www.olschurch.com/
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A Message from Fr. Andrew 

 

 As a young man, I hear my male friends’ concerns when Valentine’s Day is near. They are 
genuinely concerned about whether their Valentine’s Day surprise and gift will make their girlfriends 
happy enough. What flowers to get, where to go for dinner, what gift to get, and what time to get out of 
work to pick her up, etc., fill up the list of their considerations. They want to show their loved ones how 
much they love them and what they are willing to do to express their love. Sometimes, wanting to treat 
their loved ones well comes from wanting to love them in return. Perhaps some of the stress comes 
from wanting to prove their love. 
  
 At times we tend to fall into the trap of seeing love as a competition or contract:  “I love you this 
much, so you should love me in return at least the same amount;” “I did something nice for you last 
Valentine’s Day, so I have high expectations this year;” or “Is this what I get in return for all the love I 
poured out while raising you!” Often, the idea of “we gave, and we should receive at least the same 
amount in return” hinders us from loving like God.   
  
 Unfortunately, sometimes we apply this logic to our spiritual journey, thinking that the amount of 
love we get from God depends on how much we give Him. God’s love for us does not function like a 
bank. We are not offered better deals depending on how much money we deposit, nor are we being 
asked to “pay off a loan” on our call to love God first, above all. 
  
 As the second reading teaches us, it is not we who have loved God, but HE who loves us. It is 
He, our Father in heaven, who sent us His only begotten Son to pay our debt of eternal death, and His 
infinite love is fully expressed in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate God the Son. Yes, we ought to love God 
the way we should, and yes, God loves us, but not our sins. However, we must remember that God 
loves us not for what we do but for who we are. Each of us is irreplaceable, precious, and uniquely 
created by God’s hands, and God rejoiced as He was making us. For each of us, too, He sent His Son 
as the expiation for our sins. 
  
 Our love, in return, must come from the heart filled with gratitude and joy because of the infinite 
love we receive, not from the dismay of “having to pay our debt.” Can we love God as perfectly as we 
should? No. However, we can and should always strive to do so. Like a child who picks flowers to 
present to her parents, it is about the heart that desires to remember what we receive from God. May 
our holiness start from joy and gratitude: the gratitude that transforms our hearts and inspires us to 
share the same love we receive from God with others. Only then can we say, “We know God.” 

 
Blessings! 
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
OF OUR PARISHIONERS 

 
April 28         Week 44          YTD 

Collection  $11,593     $539,200 
Budgeted           $12,442     $525,850 

 
First Communion Offering            $3,518 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal  $2,156 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 

 

 



4 
 

Meet Our Staff 
 

Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
frbrianneedles@gmail.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
frlee527@gmail.com 
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Richard Pfannenstiel, Priest in 
Residence 
Rev. Eugenio (Gino) de la Rama, Priest in 
Residence 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins, Permanent Deacon 
deaconwalt@outlook.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
passociate07@gmail.com 
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator 
jennollols@gmail.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
kaiserch@shu.edu 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
olschurchministries@gmail.com 
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
sorrowschurch@gmail.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
olsmusician@gmail.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
ols217so@msn.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Welcome to the Family! 
 Five new members were initiated into 
our Christian Community on April 28th. 
They are: Patrick James Zerella, Henry 
Edmund Chiodo, Eloise Catherine Pepin, 
Ella Marie Russell, and Jaxson Spencer 
Greenaway. We congratulate their parents, 
godparents, and families.  
  

 

May Crowning 
 Please join the OLS Rosary Society and 
our parish First Communicants as we honor 
Our Lady on 
Sunday, May 12th 
(Mother’s Day) at 
the 10:00am Mass. 
Coffee, donuts, 
and bagels will be 
served afterwards. 
This gathering will 
be in place of the 
Rosary Society’s 
regular monthly 
meeting.  

Our next meeting is Tuesday, June 11th, 
at 7:00pm in the lower chapel. All are invited to 
attend and pray the Rosary. 
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VIGIL, SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2024 
5:30  PM All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2024 
 8:00  AM People of the Parish 
10:00 AM John McGrath 
11:30 AM Anna Jemas 

 

MONDAY, MAY 6, 2024 
    7:00   AM     Frank Wynn 
 12:00 PM     Joan Ballsmith  
 

TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2024                            
   7:00   AM     Travis and Carolyn White –  
                      Special Intention 
  12:00  PM     Vivienne Mompremier –  
                      Special Intention 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2024 
 7:00  AM John Kerwin 
12:00 PM Christine Corpion – 1st Anniversary 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024 
 7:00   AM Jonny Gilbert 
 12:00 PM Brandon Cody – Special Intention 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2024 
 7:00  AM Joseph Cady Jr. 
12:00 PM Marie Yvrose Bertrand 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024 
 8:30  AM All Souls in Purgatory 
12:00 PM Ngu Quoc “Peter” Tran 
 

VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024 
  5:30   PM   All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2024 
    8:00   AM   All Mothers, Living and Deceased 

  10:00 AM  All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
  11:30 AM  All Mothers, Living and Deceased 

Request a Mass 
We now have an easier way  to 
request Masses. Either visit: 
olschurch.com/request-a-mass/    
Or scan the QR code. 
 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate a Memorial  
Candle in honor of a loved one. Please 
contact the parish office for more information. 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
Julia Callaghan, Daniel Callaghan, Elizabeth 
Stuart, Marie Somers, Bill Aber, Neville 
Moore, George Richmond Files Jr., Megan 
More, Ludgarda Rosa, Stephanie Windsor, 
Mark F. Davonski, Beth Hebron, Melissa 
O’Brien, Rita Arena, John Colaku, Kate 
Mullin, Norma Gonzalez, Agnes Marshall, 
Bekim Colaku, Mary Jane Tannen, 
Catherine Sullivan, Robert Charles, Jeanie 
Marucci, Patricia Bee and Elizabeth Mary,  
Donna T., Roy Bell, Norma Hermann, Mimi 
Hermann, Deborah Hebron, Kathleen Mullan 
and Kate Powis, Patricia Evanik, Michael 
Elliot, Judith Gordy, Alan Droppa, Alice 
Cosack 
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