
 
 

         973-763-5454 
       www.olschurch.com 

MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 
 

 

  December 28, 2025 
 

       Feast of The Holy Family 
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A Message from Fr. Andrew 

       

 The Church teaches that the family is the original cell of social life, the natural society in 
which husband and wife are called to give themselves in love and in the gift of life (Catechism 
2207). In it, a child begins to learn to honor God and moral values, including obedience to 
parental authority, and to appreciate the gift of free will, which is the very image and likeness 
of God embedded in us. The profound love between husband and wife must reflect Christ, 
the Bridegroom’s love for the Church, the bride. Moreover, their invisible love must become a 
visible person through their openness to the gift of children.  
 
 Family life must be the school of love, a community of persons, the way God is a perfect 
community of persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We are not called to wait 
until we get to heaven to live like God. We can start it here – by living out the family life the 
way God teaches us. Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph. It was instituted by Pope Leo XIII amid the Industrial Revolution and secularization, 
but primarily to counter communism, which advocated the abolition of family life. The feast 
day urges us to let the Holy Family of Nazareth anchor us in our journey towards holiness.  
  
 Joseph is an ideal model for every father. He is always attentive to the voice of God, and 
once he hears it, he does not look back. He immediately acts to protect the family. Mary, the 
immaculate mother of God, is a great model for every mother and for every Christian. Her 
“yes” let the author of salvation arrive in our midst, and through her obedience, the 
disobedience of Eve was overturned. Christ, who is the way, the life, and the salvation, 
demonstrates what we must do to be holy and to obtain life eternal. That is, to make the will 
of our heavenly Father the very motive of our existence. 
  
 However, we must remember that the Holy Family, the par excellence, and the model of 
every family, began in the challenging reality of the uncertain future of an unexpected 
pregnancy, having to flee to a foreign land, the fear of death, and losing everything, including 
the loss of Joseph’s business. In the absence of everything, still, there sprang a love beyond 
all telling. It was the love of Joseph and Mary that willed nothing but the will of God to be 
done, and the love of God that entered their openness in the form of the Infant Jesus. Even in 
the struggle to find a job, being immigrants knowing no one, and having to keep their identity 
as chosen ones in the gentile land, they did not cease to give themselves fully to God and 
each other.  
 
 Friends, on this beautiful feast day, let’s remember that our families must mirror the life of 
the Holy Family. There is no challenge we encounter in our family lives that wasn’t first 
experienced by the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. God never brings us anywhere 
without providing the grace to meet us. Furthermore, the intercessions of the Holy Family will 
always bring us together as long as we strive to imitate the house of Nazareth.  
 
 If you are trying to set a New Year’s resolution, perhaps ask Jesus, Mary, and Joseph for 
their guidance. They will teach you what to do: fathers - be more present to your wives and 
children; mothers - learn to love your husband and children the way they are. Finally, let’s all 
learn to love and forgive as Christ did. That is, to submit ourselves to God and align our will to 
His. In this way, we will be deemed great in God’s eyes, not in the eyes of this passing world.  
 
   Blessings to you all on this beautiful feast, and a Happy New Year! 
 



               
 

          

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

         
  December 14         Week 24               YTD  
 Collection               $12,254          $308,098 
 Budgeted               $12,635          $303,237 

 
Music Ministry – Carol Sing  $2,683 

 

Due to early bulletin deadlines leading up to 
Christmas, the numbers for the previous 

week’s collections will be reported in 
subsequent bulletins.            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 
 

Upcoming Verso Cristo Outing  
Do you like ice hockey? Are you a fan of the  
NJ Devils? If yes to either question, then Verso 
Cristo Young Adults invites you to join them at 
the Devils’ Faith and Family Night on 
Wednesday, January 14th at 7pm. Note: you 
do NOT need to be a young adult to attend 
this event. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, please email Verso Cristo 
member Hailie Cadeau: 
hailiecadeau@gmail.com 

Support the St. Vincent de Paul Society  
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul at OLS is 
seeking donations to build up reserves. Need is 
especially dire at this time of year. Our ability to 
help is dependent on your generosity, so we are 
grateful for all contributions we receive. Thank you 
for your consideration. 
 
If you are in need of assistance, please email 
StVincent@olschurch.com.  
 

ALL requests are kept confidential.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 4th day of Christmas… 
my parish gave to me: Coffee, Bagels and Donuts! 
That’s right, just because schools are on break 
doesn’t mean that we are too. Join us in St. Joseph 
Hall after the 10:00am and 11:30am Masses today 
(12/28). We’ll have special Christmas-themed 
donuts! 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

New Year’s Schedule 
Please note that our Parish Offices will be closed 
on New Year’s Eve (Wednesday, 12/31) and  
New Year’s Day (Thursday, 1/1), as well as the 
following day (Friday, 1/2). 
 
Masses follow the usual weekday schedule 
(i.e. 7:00am and 12:00 Noon) on 12/31.  
 
A reminder that New Year’s Day is a holy 
day of obligation – The Solemnity of Mary,  
Holy Mother of God. We will have two 
Masses: 10:00am and 11:30am.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regifting Project – Spread the Joy! 
This year we are once again participating in 
the Christmas Regifting Project to benefit 
Mercy House (rcan.org/mercy-house) in 
Newark. 
 

Few of us need or even 
want all the gifts we 
receive at Christmas. 
Instead of returning them, 
or letting them sit in your 
closet, why not spread 

Christmas joy and re-gift them?  
 
This is a great opportunity to give a gift to 
someone who might not have received 
anything on Christmas, as well as a valuable 
lesson in altruism for adults and children alike. 
 
Please bring your gifts to the church and 
leave them in the vestibule this weekend 
(12/27 & 12/28) and next 1/3 & 1/4. No need to 
wrap them! They’ll be delivered to Mercy House 
and then given directly to those in need. 
Questions? Please reach out to Anna Nelson at 
(973) 477-9546 or annanelson202@gmail.com 
 
Help at an upcoming Family Mass! 

mailto:wwiggins@olschurch.com
mailto:sgreydanus@olschurch.com
mailto:principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
mailto:karlene@thenurseryatols.org
mailto:cnoun@olschurch.com
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http://www.rcan.org/mercy-house
mailto:annanelson202@gmail.com


               
 

 
 
   
  
 
 

  VIGIL SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025 
     5:30 PM   Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family –                          Special    

  Special Intention and  
  All Souls in Purgatory 
 
 

    SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 
     8:00 AM    People of the Parish                   
   10:00 AM      Kathleen and Leonard Schmieder Jr. 
   11:30 AM      Lorraine and Bob Giles 

 

         MONDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2025 
    7:00  AM    John Swanson 
  12:00  PM    John Gill 
     
 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family –                          Special    

  Special Intention and  
  All Souls in Purgatory 
  12:00  PM   Walter A. Mattheiss 

 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025 

   7:00  AM  The Brutofsky Family 
  12:00 PM  Anita Pascual 
 
 

      THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026 
  10:00 AM  Ignatius James Patrick Sahner 
  11:30 AM  The Brutofsky Family 
 

          FRIDAY, JANUARY 2, 2026 
   7:00  AM  Stephen Hoptay 
  12:00 PM  Jane Bean-Foulkes   
 

           SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2026 

   8:30 AM  Agnes Marshall 
 12:00 PM  Charlie Kirk 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2026 
  5:30   PM      People of the Parish 
 

 

                   SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026 
     8:00 AM     Deceased members of the DePaola,  
   Deehan and Salvante Families  
   10:00 AM     Joe Primavera 
  11: 30 AM     Agnes Agusta Marshall 

 
   Pray for the Departed 

Let us remember our 
deceased loved ones  
in our prayers. St. Paul of 
the Cross wrote, “If, during 
life, we have been kind to 

the suffering souls in purgatory, God will see 
that help be not denied us after death.”    
 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one 
or for a special intention. If you would like to 
do so, please call the parish office for more 
information.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia Bee, 
Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, Julia 
Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, John 
Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, George 
Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery, Norma 
Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi 
Hermann, Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” 
Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, 
Neville Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, 
Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, 
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary 
Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, 
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

 

  



               
 

  



               
 

 


