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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Andrew 
 

       

 Christmas is filled with paradox. It’s the most joyful time of the year, yet we can’t deny that 
it can be the saddest. Along with so many reasons to be joyful, it is still a time when some suffer 
from an extreme degree of loneliness, especially those who live alone with nowhere to go. It is 
also the time when the most homeless brothers and sisters die on the streets. Also, for those 
who have recently lost their loved ones, bidding farewell due to death, it is the time when we 
can’t help but think about them. We wish that the person we miss terribly were still with us, 
celebrating with a smile on their face, sitting next to us.  

 Today is Gaudete Sunday, which is the third week of Advent. Gaudete in Latin means to 
rejoice and to be glad. Yet, today’s Gospel, ironically, presents us with the paradox of John the 
Baptist’s question: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another”? The Church 
urges us to rejoice and be glad, yet the Gospel is about a question seemingly rife with doubt. 
Well, the Church’s overall interpretation of John the Baptist’s question is that he did not ask it 
out of doubt, but to prompt his disciples to begin following Jesus. Knowing he would die soon, 
John was preparing his disciples to encounter the Christ whom they should follow, after his 
death.  

 Regardless of the state of John’s heart in asking this question, we must admit one thing. 
This question is the ultimate question we must ask the Lord. Why? Because, unlike John the 
Baptist, we doubt, and that doubt can only be healed by Christ’s responses. He says he will 
bring healing to the blind, the lame, the lepers, and the poor in today’s Gospel. However, most 
of us will remain in doubt, saying, then why are there still so many sufferings? That is because 
God’s way of healing us is not simply making our lives easier. It’s to enter our darkness to bring 
us out of there. 

 Christ isn’t simply telling us that all human sufferings will magically be gone thanks to His 
coming. Then what was good about His coming? That through Him, God embraced humanity 
to the fullest, and through Him, now, our sufferings have a salvific role and purpose because it 
will be through human suffering experienced by God that we shall be saved. God did not 
become a Man to reign, but to die. God, who alone deserves to be adored, made Himself a 
slave. This is the paradox of our faith, just like how the day of His birth, Christmas, is filled with 
the paradox of joy and sadness. However, it is in the paradox of our faith that God will raise the 
lowly. For God, by assuming the lowliness of human flesh, desired to raise us to His divine life. 
That is the mystery of Christmas. Filled with joy, not because life is to be perfect, but because 
now our helplessness and lowliness shall become the door for our salvation.  

 So friends, on this Gaudete Sunday, let’s rejoice and be glad. Whether we are anticipating 
a happy or sad Christmas, let’s rejoice anyway. For it is right and just that we celebrate in 
gladness the coming of our God in human flesh, for both the joy of our salvation’s arrival, but 
also the fact that God is about to fulfill His eternal desire for humanity, which is to be with us: 
to become Emmanuel. Let’s rejoice for both reasons – that God is about to arrive to save us, 
but also, He is about to enter our sadness and turn the thorns of our misery into roses, for our 
misery shall be His resting place, like the way the manger became His resting place. 

Blessings to you all on this Gaudete Sunday! 
          
 



               
 

          

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

         
   November 30        Week 22               YTD  
  Collection                $13,761        $280,804 
  Budgeted                $12,635        $277,967 

 
Food Pantry - $7,242 

St. Vincent de Paul Society - $3,505 
 

Due to early bulletin deadlines leading up to 
Christmas, the numbers for the previous 

week’s collections will be reported in 
subsequent bulletins.            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 
 

Unique QR Codes Are Here! 

To support our Carol Sing & Living Nativity:  
Scan here or visit the link below. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/6b5d55
7e-a503-44e3-b448-fe86e94b07ab 
 

To make your Christmas Donation online: 
Scan here or visit the link below. 

 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/84b70
e5a-6cd8-44f1-b0f8-32c59cc4024a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To enroll in ParishSOFT Giving for your weekly 
contributions, scan the QR code below, text “Give”  
to (973) 577-9388 or visit us at www.olschurch.com.  

 

If you have any questions or need 
support, you can call  
866-930-4774 option 6 OR email 
donorsupport@parishsoft.com  

 Welcome to the Church!  
Seven new members were 
initiated into our Christian 
Community in November. 
They are:  
Luca Flemming Lombardo; 
Luca James Thomson & 
Samuel Francis Thomson; 
Camila Grace Checo &  
Carlos Manuel Checo, Jr.; 

Emma Elaine Valdez; Lily Margaret Zlotnick 
 

Congratulations to their parents, godparents,  
and families!  
 
If you feel a movement in your soul to learn 
more about the Catholic faith or have not 
received all your sacraments and desire to 
return “home” to the Church, please call  
Sr. Mary Selina at (973) 763-5454.  
 

We Need Your Help at Family Mass 
See flyer for opportunities for children in 
grades K-8. 
 
Train the young in the way they should go; 
even when old, they will not swerve from it. 
- Proverbs 22:6 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Upcoming Bereavement Ministry Group 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Christmas Giving Tree Returns!  
You can bring Christmas cheer to underprivileged 
families in our area. Over 200 children are in need 
so please be as generous as possible.  
 

Grab a tag from one of the trees in the 
vestibule and return the wrapped gift (with the 
tag attached) to the vestibule no later than 
December 21st.  

Regifting Project – Spread the Joy! 
This year we are once again participating in 
the Christmas Regifting Project to benefit 
Mercy House (rcan.org/mercy-house) in Newark. 
 

Please bring your gifts to the church and 
leave them in the vestibule on the weekends 
of December 27/28 and January 3/4. No need to 
wrap them! They’ll be delivered to Mercy House 
and then given directly to those in need. 
Questions? Please reach out to Anna Nelson at 
(973) 477-9546 or annanelson202@gmail.com 
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  VIGIL SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025 
     5:30 PM   Jean Kubilus 
 

 

    SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025 
     8:00 AM    People of the Parish                   
   10:00 AM      Antonio Gonzalez 
   11:30 AM      Rosetta Giuliano – 14th Anniversary 

 

         MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2025 
    7:00  AM    Yutha Johnson 
  12:00  PM    Alvin Johnson 
     

 
 

                                                    TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   William Cody Jr., Mary Cavallaro,  
                        and Michael Standing 
  12:00  PM   Joseph Gatti 
 

 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Elizabeth Bryce 
 12:00  PM  Susan Wright 
 
 

      THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Cathy Craig 
  12:00 PM  Colleen Krissel 
 

          FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Vernon Pascual 
  12:00 PM  Thomas Landwehrle 
  
 
 

           SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025 

   8:30 AM  Jean Emmanuel Dorce 
 12:00 PM  Agnes Marshall 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025 
  5:30   PM Peggy Brown 
 
 

                   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025 
     8:00 AM    People of the Parish                   

   10:00 AM    Patricia Wiggins – 6th Anniversary 
   11:30 AM    All Rosarians, living and deceased 

 

 

 
“The Mass is the greatest prayer we can offer.” 

– St. John Mary Vianney 

 

   
Pray for the Departed 
Let us remember those who 
have recently passed away at 
OLS: Patricia Hebert 
 

Eternal rest grant unto Patricia, O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon her. Amen.   
 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one 
or for a special intention. If you would like to 
do so, please call the parish office for more 
information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of Helen Buttros, 
requested by The Buttros Family.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia Bee, 
Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, Julia 
Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, John 
Colaku, Alice Cosack, Mark F. Davonski, Michael 
Elliot, George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery, 
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, 
Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” 
Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, 
Neville Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, 
Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, 
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary 
Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, 
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor 

 
      

 

 
 
 

 
 
  



               
 

 

Join us for our Christmas Pageant on 12/21!

             Carol Sing is TODAY – Join Us! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



               
 

 


