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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent



http://www.olschurch.com/

A Message from Fr. Brian

I’'m a big fan of the TV quiz show Jeopardy! Here's a Jeopardy! type question for you: In
our Catholic liturgical calendar, we celebrate the birthdays of only three people. Can you
name them? Time’s up. The first one is the most obvious: the birthday of Our Lord, which of
course we celebrate on Christmas.

Then there’s the birthday that takes place 9 months after the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is December 8" (Monday this year,
a Holy Day of Obligation!) and so that means that 9 months after Mary was conceived, we
celebrate her birthday, which is September 8.

And the third birthday is St. John the Baptist’s, which is celebrated every year on June
24 Why bring this up? Because it points out how important John the Baptist is in our story
of salvation. Advent doesn’t have a patron saint, but if it did, it would certainly be John the
Baptist.

Jesus is, of course, the reason for this season. But John the Baptist? The one who wore
clothes made of camel's hair and had a leather belt around his waist and whose diet
consisted of locusts and wild honey? What does John the Baptist have to do with
Christmas? Absolutely everything and he teaches us 2 beautiful and powerful lessons as we
prepare to receive Our Lord, both at Christmas as a little babe and in all His glory and
majesty at the end of time. John teaches us about repentance and humility. And in many
ways, those 2 words are connected to one another. | invite you to read this Sunday’s Gospel
passage and prayerfully meditate upon those 2 themes and how they might apply to your
own life and how they might help you prepare for the birthday of Jesus.
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This weekend, Bethlehem Handicrafts will be offering for sale their beautiful religious
objects carved from olivewood from the Holy Land. Given the strife that continues to plague
the people who live there, tourism has taken a big hit on the livelihoods of many people who
depend on tourists’ dollars, including many Christian merchants in Bethlehem who are seeing
their livelihoods severely affected. You can help the Christians there by purchasing one of
their hand-made olivewood crafts, which come directly from the birthplace of Jesus.
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The most anticipated pre-Christmas event at OLS is our annual Carol Sing and Live
Nativity, which will be at 4:00pm on Sunday, December 14th. Please join our phenomenal
music ministry and allow your heart and soul to be transported beyond the anxieties of this
world to the awe and majesty of that first Christmas. Our choirs will once again be joined by
the Gramercy Brass Quintet, flute, and harp. This event also includes an outdoor Nativity
(with live animals!). Thank you to our parish Youth Group which every year puts on our Live
Nativity. Please join us for this phenomenally beautiful evening of music and faith!

Advent Blessings,

Pl Fen




THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
November 23 Week 21 YTD
Collection $20,750 $267,043
Budgeted $12,635 $265,332

Second Collection - Music Ministry $3,086
Food Pantry $1,275

Due to early bulletin deadlines leading up to
Christmas, the numbers for the previous
week’s collections will be reported in
subsequent bulletins.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

A Note About Online Giving

Many of you are aware and take advantage of the
convenience of electronic giving to our parish and
we are grateful for that. We believe it is time to
upgrade to a more streamlined online provider for
our eGiving needs through ParishSOFT Giving.

As a parish, we strive to be good stewards of our
resources. We have found that many are not using
their envelopes that we mail out. Help us to reduce
our envelope and postage expense and at the
same time support Our Lady of Sorrows Parish

in a secure and convenient way by giving through
ParishSOFT Giving.

Simply scan the QR code, or text
“Give” to (973) 577-9388 or visit
our website: olschurch.com
If you have any questions or
need support, you can call
866-930-4774 option 6 OR
email donorsupport@parishsoft.com

While we’re working on generating unique QR
codes for specific giving categories and events,
most immediately, you can choose

Music Ministry (e.g. support for our Carol Sing)
or Christmas as One-Time Gift Options.

+
GIVEONLIN
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

SOLEMNITY OF
THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF

THE BLESSED

VIRGIN MARY

December 8th
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The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
— December 8" —is a HOLY DAY OF
OBLIGATION . We will have five Masses on
Monday:

7:00am
9:30am (OLS School Mass, all invited)
12:00pm
4:00pm (CCD Mass, all invited)
7:00pm

A common misconception (pun intended) is that
the feast is about Jesus’ conception. It is not, but
rather Mary’s (immaculate, not miraculous).

In 1854, with the Bull Ineffabilis Deus, Pope Pius
IX solemnly proclaimed the dogma of the
Immaculate Conception: "... The Blessed Virgin
Mary, from the first moment of her conception,
by a singular grace and privilege of almighty
God, and in view of the merits of Jesus Christ,
Saviour of the human race, was preserved free
from every stain of original sin is a doctrine
revealed by God and, for this reason, must be
firmly and constantly believed by all the faithful."
Taken from www.ewtn.com

ast

On December 12", the Church
honors Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Let us reflect upon
and take comfort in Our Lady’s
words to St. Juan Diego: “... |
am your merciful Mother, the
Mother of all who love me, of those who cry to me,
of those who have confidence in me. | will hear
their weeping and their sorrows ... their necessities
and misfortunes. ... Listen, and let it penetrate your
heart. ... Do not fear any illness or vexation,
anguish or pain. Am | not here who am your
Mother? Are you not under my shadow and
protection? Am | not your fountain of life? Are you
not in the folds of my mantle? In the crossing of my
arms? Is there anything else you need?”

OUR LADY :
Cruadal.p

PATRONESS OF THE AMERIC!

PRAY FOR U

DECEMBER 12
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Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

VA Hospital Toiletries Collection Due 12/7!

Collection Drive for
Veterans’ Hospital

(East Orange)
Council 4066 ITEMS BEIN LLECTED
Regina Pacis = Radyssh
C il4066 il > ram
ounci @gmail.com > Lotion
» Shampoo
Why collect personal toiletry
items for VA patients? No Opened Containers
Being a patient in a VA Hospital is not the
same as being a patient in a public **N I f ; NO travel

hospital. VA Hospitals do not provide any size; NO hotel/motel
VA funded toiletry items to patients. Only

donated items are provided. Donated toiletries**

items are significant to patients that may
not have family or friends who can bring
them items easily.

To Donate Items:

Collection Bin will be
in the back of the
Church through
Sunday, December 7,
2025
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Thank you!

Christmas Wreath Reminder
Don’t forget to pick up your Christmas wreath or
grave blanket. Pre-ordered wreaths and blankets
must be picked up by 12pm today (Sunday,
December 7t") outside the church. If extra
inventory is available there will be an opportunity
to purchase in-person between 9am and Noon.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS
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Order your Christmas Wreaths and Grave Blankets today!
*NEW THIS YEAR*
All orders need to be pre-ordered in advance. In-
person sales outside of Mass will not be offered, unless
extra inventory is available on Sunday December 7th.

Pickups will be available outside of Mass on Sunday,
November 30" and December 7™ from 9am - 12pm.

Small Decorated Wreath (20") $25
Large Decorated Wreath (36") $50
Small Grave Blanket $30
Large Grave Blanket $40

Order online
https://www.ourladyofsorrowsschool.org/wreath-sale
or contact Todd Leslie at taleslie@mac.com to make your purchase.
Alternate arrangement for pickup can also be requested.

CASH, CREDIT OR CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED

All proceeds support Our Lady of Sorrows Schooll Thank you
for your continued support!

Food Pantry Christmas Treats Collection
Donate cookies, tea and hot chocolate now
through December 10!

OLS Food Pantry

FOOD DRIVE

For those in need this Holiday Season

DONATE to Holiday Produce and Specialty Items via the
QR code or this link givebutter.com/OLSProduceDrive

SPICE Up
Thanksgiving
Donate Spices and Seasoning
Most needed items until Nov. 20

* Pesta Ginnamon, Pepper, Paprika Y @1 JIIT T 12
« Rice - 1lb bags & Garlic Powder
* Oatmeal 3 TREATS
S unatnyaten Donate Cookies,

* Peanut Butter (160z plastic jars) Tea & Hot Chocolate

from Dec.1-10

We DO NOT accept

Turkeys/Hams or items needing refrigeration,
traditional sides such as can pumpkin, stuffing,
cranberry sauce, or dry potato mix

Drop Off .
Our Lady of Sorrows Church » 217 Prospect St. . na MK a
4" st. entrance (lower church) "
Monday - Friday: 9:30am - 4pm
Church front vestibule

(e &
Saturday & Sunday: 8am - 12pm O L S
ot FOOD

«

Email: OLSpantry@gmail.com or call 973.370.0458 p ANTRY
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VIGIL SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025
5:30 PM  Joanne Berger

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025

8:00 AM DePaola, Deehan and
Salvante Families
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM  Filomena and Ralph Ferrace

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025—- HOLY
DAY OF OBLIGATION!

7:00 AM Edward Silliere
9:30 AM OLS School Mass
12:00 PM Marilyn Cucciniello
4:00 PM Vocations to the Priesthood and
Religious Life
7:00 PM Leonce Joseph

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025
7:00 AM  Evelyn Bernal Silva
12:00 PM Anita Bernal Silva

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025
7:00 AM Lillian Collaco
12:00 PM  Ronald Roger Graham

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
7:00 AM  Elvira Cody — 15t Anniversary
12:00 PM  Gerard Civil — Special Intention

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025
7:00 AM  Donna Goeman — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Michael Morowski

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
8:30 AM  Tina Griffin — Special Intention
12:00 PM Deceased members of the DiPrenda,
Gautieri and McDonnell Families

VIGIL SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
5:30 PM Jean Kubilus

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025
8:00 AM People of the Parish
10:00 AM Antonio Gonzalez
11:30 AM Rosetta Giuliano — 14th Anniversary

Pray for the Departed

Let us remember those who
have recently passed away at
. OLS: Jennifer Amorosa

perpetual light shine upon her. Amen.

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one
or for a special intention. If you would like to
do so, please call the parish office for more
information.

This week’s candle is in memory of
James E. Maloney, requested by Kathryn Maloney.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia Bee,
Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, Julia
Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, John
Colaku, Alice Cosack, Mark F. Davonski, Michael
Elliot, George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron,
Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy”
Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell,
Neville Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan,
Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman,
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary
Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor
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Our Lady of Sorrows

CH*RISTMAS PAG
21 DEC | 4:30 PM

O COME LET US ADORE HIM! ‘

The children of Our Lady of Sorrows are invited to participate in our annual Christmas
Pageant — a joyful way to celebrate the birth of our Savior! It’s a fun and faith-filled chance
for kids to share their gifts with the parish through acting, singing, and storytelling.
Costumes are provided, the commitment is small, and the memories are priceless!

PAGEANT ROLES PAGEANT SCHEDULE

K and GRADE 1: PRACTICE PAGEANT DAY
* Lambs * Friday, December 19th Sunday, December 21st

4:50 - 7:00 pm (Grades 4-8) Central Figures
6:00 - 7:00 pm (Grades K-3) 3:00 pm arrival - Church
Church
Sheep, Angels and Shepherds
GRADE 5: 4:00 pm arrival - Chapel
Shepherds

GRADES 4 and Up:

Central Figures o5

GRADE 2:
Angels

Want to participate?
Email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com
or register online via SignUpGenius.

Join us for a pizza social immediately following the show in St. Joseph’s Hall
$25 per family




CHRIS TIVIAS
CAROL SING

OUR LADY OF SORROWS
NEEEOSPR( | SEEIE
SOUTH ORANGE. NJ

Please join Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Music Ministry
for our annual Carol Sing and Living Nativity
presented by the parish Youth Ministry.

60 singers from our three parish choirs will lead us into
the Christmas Spirit with the Gramercy Brass Quintet,
Harp, Flute and Kristin Johnson at the organ.
Preston Dibble, Director of Music

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14




