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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

Many people see the end of November to the end of December as a time that can
distract us from our spiritual focus. Why? Because there are many occasions to indulge,
which can lead us away from vigilance. Of course, we deal with the consequences of perhaps
starting to look like a snake that swallowed an elephant, being too afraid to stand on the
scale. | bet we’ve all been there! Having returned from our loved ones’ home for
Thanksgiving dinner and parties, it did more than just sustain us: it increased us (hopefully
spiritually too).

Soon after Thanksgiving, the New Year welcomes us. In the eyes of the Catholic Church,
the new liturgical year has already begun with the First Sunday of Advent. Celebrating the joy
of harvesting, and that joy leading us right into the welcoming of the New Year, naturally
opens us up to look forward to the next harvest. Furthermore, perhaps it allows us to learn a
lesson: we must give thanks to God for the year's harvest, but we can'’t stop there, as the
morning of the New Year has already dawned. Giving thanks to the Lord and celebrating His
goodness for everything He has given us never gives us an excuse to stay asleep. Instead, it
inspires us to stay awake, since there is more to come. He is about to give us the greatest gift
He could possibly give us: Himself.

As we begin the New Year as Catholics with the First Sunday of Advent, we are
reminded once again to stay awake for the coming of the Lord. St. Paul’s words to the
Romans in today’s second reading tell us precisely what we must do to stay spiritually alert:
throw off the works of darkness, put on the armor of light, and live a life centered on Christ.
Staying awake involves embracing silence over loud music, fasting instead of gluttony, and
walking with our crosses rather than seeking comfort in worldly pleasures.

Friends, the month of December can easily creep in and keep us in a sleep by filling our
daily lives with bodily pleasure. Food and drink are readily available (although not for all, but
for most), parties after parties, and fun after fun. It's never a bad thing to enjoy good times.
However, even in good times, we must remember that we are Christians wherever we go, no
matter what we do. Let’s never forget to stay awake by acting with the dignity of being clothed
with Christ!

We’'ve just returned from Thanksgiving, praising God for the people and good things we
have been given. However, the beginning of the liturgical New Year calls us to stand erect
once again to accept the gift-giver: God Himself in Incarnate flesh! May we never allow the
foods we consumed on Thanksgiving to put us to sleep but let it nurture us to do what God
calls us to do through the writings of St. Paul. That is, presenting our white garment of Christ
to run to meet the Lord on the day of Christmas. Let’s have the months of November and
December increase our souls more than our bodies for the glory of our God. I, too, will try my
best to do so.

Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF
OUR PARISHIONERS

Due to early bulletin deadlines leading up to
Christmas, the numbers for the previous
weeks’ collections will be reported in
subsequent bulletins.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

A Note About Online Giving

Many of you are aware and take advantage of the
convenience of electronic giving to our parish and
we are grateful for that. We believe it is time to
upgrade to a more streamlined online provider for
our eGiving needs through ParishSOFT Giving.

As a parish, we strive to be good stewards of our
resources. We have found that many are not using
their envelopes that we mail out. Help us to reduce
our envelope and postage expense and at the
same time support Our Lady of Sorrows Parish

in a secure and convenient way by giving through
ParishSOFT Giving.

Simply scan the QR code, text
“Give” to (973) 577-9388 or visit
our website: olschurch.com

If you have any questions

or need support, you can

call 866-930-4774 option 6

OR email donorsupport@parishsoft.com

10 Reasons to switch to ParishSOFT Giving

No more checks to write or envelopes to find

52 weeks of predictable income for your parish

Greater security than cash or checks

No cost for you to participate

Online control of your offertory giving —

including special collections

Reduction of envelope and postage expense

for Our Lady of Sorrows

7. Less work for our parish office staff to post
contribution records

8. Offertory cards enable you to witness your
gift of treasure

9. Earn credit card points for your offertory gifts

10. Fr. Brian Needles does!
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Knights’ Toiletries Drive for Veterans
Our Knights are collecting personal toiletry
items through December 71" for patients at
the Veterans’ Hospital in East Orange.

Collection Drive for
Veterans’ Hospital
(East Orange)

Council 4066

Regina Pacis
Councild066@gmail.com

ITEMS BEING COLLECTED

> Body wash
> Deodorant
» Lotion

» Shampoo

Why collect personal toiletry

items for VA patients? No Opened Containers
Being a patient in a VA Hospitalis not the
same as being a patient in a public **N r 1 ; NO travel

hospital. VA Hospitals do not provide any
VA funded toiletry items to patients. Only
donated items arc provided. Donated
items are significant to patients that may
not have family or friends who can bring
them items easily.

size; NO hotel/motel
toiletries**

To Donate Items:

Collection Bin will be
in the back of the
Church through
Sunday, December 7,
2025

Monetary Donations also accepted:

Thank you!

Food Pantry Christmas Requests

A reminder that our food pantry is
requesting donations of Christmas treats
such as cookies, tea and hot chocolate
now through December 10",

OLS Food Pantry

FOOD DRIVE

For those in need this Holiday Season

DONATE to Holiday Produce and Specialty Items via the
QR code or this link givebutter.com/OLSProduceDrive

SPICE Up
Thanksgiving

Dol Spi and Se
untll Nov. 20
Cinnamon, Pepper, Paprika
& Garlic Powder

Most needed items
e Pasta

e Rice - 1lb bags

* Oatmeal

e Tunain water

e Peanut Butter (160z plastic jars)

Christmas
TREATS

Donate Cookies,
Tea & Hot Chocolate
from Dec. 1-10

We DO NOT accept

Turkeys/Hams or items needing refrigeration,
traditional sides such as can pumpkin, stuffing,
cranberry sauce, or dry potato mix

Drop Off¢

Our Lady of Sorrows Church « 217 Prospect St.
4™ st. entrance (lower church)

Monday - Friday: 9:30am - 4pm

Church front vestibule

Saturday & Sunday: 8am - 12pm

FOOD
PANTRY

Questions or to Volunteer
Email: OLSpantry@gmail.com or call 973.370.0458
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Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Calling All Younq Choristers!

Our St. Cecilia Singers

(grades 3-8) are welcoming new
singers for our annual Carol Sing
and Mass on Christmas Eve.
Our Youth Choir (grades 9-12) is welcoming
teens from the parish to join us this December.
Interested? Email or call Preston Dibble
pdibble@olschurch.com or (973) 763-5454.

Did you know that...
: Saint Cecilia, one of the earliest

and most famous martyrs in the
Church, is the patron saint of
music? Her feast day was
November 22", Though she lived
a difficult life, she harnessed the
power of music to praise God and remain
focused on his love. In the spirit of Saint
Cecilia, fill your mind with the beauty and
power of inspiring music today. — Taken from
dynamiccatholic.com

A Gift from Bethlehem
From the birthplace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the
Christian community is
seeking your love and
support through obtaining
their handmade olive wood
religious articles.

These beautiful articles are a major source of
income for the Christian community in Bethlehem.
By purchasing these items you are supporting
your brothers and sisters there who continually
face economic hardships, causing them to leave
the Holy Land in great numbers. These items will
be displayed at the church after all masses next
weekend December 6" and 7. Your help can
and will make a difference in keeping a Christian
presence in the land of the Bible.

Christmas Wreath Sale

Our Lady of Sorrows School’s Christmas
wreaths and grave blankets sale has begun!

All proceeds go to support our wonderful school.

It's a little different this year as there will be no
in-person sales after Mass, only pick-ups of pre-
ordered items. Refer to flyer below for more
details. Order today at:
www.ourladyofsorrowsschool.org/wreath-sale

OUR LADY OF SORROWS
SCHOOL
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Order your Christmas Wreaths and Grave Blankets today!
*NEW THIS YEAR*
All orders need to be pre-ordered in advance. In-
person sales outside of Mass will not be offered, unless
extra inventory is available on Sunday December 7th.

Pickups will be available outside of Mass on Sunday,
November 30™ and December 7™ from 9am - 12pm.

Small Decorated Wreath (20") $25
Large Decorated Wreath (36") $50
Small Grave Blanket $30
Large Grave Blanket $40

Order online
https://www.ourladyofsorrowsschool.org/wreath-sale
or contact Todd Leslie at taleslie@mac.com to make your purchase.
Alternate arrangement for pickup can also be requested.

CASH, CREDIT OR CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED

All proceeds support Our Lady of Sorrows Schooll Thank you
for your continued support!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2025

5:30 PM  The Kirk Family
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025

8:00 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —
Special Intention
10:00 AM  Helen McDonnell Custer —
20" Anniversary
11:30 AM  People of the Parish

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025
7:00 AM Betty Ann Duthie
12:00 PM  Vincent D’Agnillo

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2025
7:00 AM  Charles Chambers
12:00 PM Isabell Pomarico

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025
7:00 AM  Cecilia Pawlowski
12:00 PM  Katherine Georgiou

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2025

9:00 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —
Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory

12:00 PM  Esther Joseph

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025
9:00 AM  Mary Theresa Berres
12:00 PM  The Brutofsky Family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025

8:30 AM Robert E. Antinozzi —
Special Intention
12:00 PM  Mary Theresa Berres

VIGIL SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025
5:30 PM Joanne Berger

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025
8:00 AM DePaola, Deehan and
Salvante Families
10:00 AM People of the Parish
11:30 AM Filomena and Ralph Ferrace

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember our
deceased loved ones
. in our prayers. St. Paul of

W the Cross wrote, “If, during
life, we have been kind to the suffering souls
in purgatory, God will see that help be not
denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one
or for a special intention. If you would like to
do so, please call the parish office for more
information.

This week’s candle is in memory of
Cecilia Pawlowski, requested by Lynn Bryce.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia Bee,
Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, Julia
Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, John
Colaku, Alice Cosack, Mark F. Davonski, Michael
Elliot, George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron,
Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy”
Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell,
Neville Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan,
Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman,
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary
Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor
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FOR THE SICK
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Advent by Candlelight is an evening set aside for women
to pray and embrace the real reason for the season.

Please join us for a night of prayers,
reflections, music, and fellowship. Women from
any parish are welcome. Feel free to bring a friend!

Wednesday, December 3rd, 2025
7:00pm
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, St. Joseph Hall

If you'd like to attend, please email Colette at
candlelight@olschurch.com.
Please RSVP by November 30th with

attendees name, phone number and email.

We would appreciate a gift of a small box of tea
to be donated to our parish food pantry.

We look forward to seeing you!




“The Wisdom of the Magi”

OLS Advent Retreat

R L.

Our Lady of Sorrows’ Advent Retreat
hosted by our
Knights of Columbus & Rosary Society

WHEN: Sat. December 6'® from 3-5:30pm
WHERE: St. Joseph Hall
WHO: Guest speaker Fr. Doug Milewski

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND

Rev. Douglas Milewski, S.T.D. is an
Associate Professor of Undergraduate
Theology at Immaculate Conception
Seminary School of Theology -
Seton Hall University.




