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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 
 

 

  November 9, 2025 

 

 Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome 
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A Message from Fr. Brian 
     

  Many visitors to the Vatican are surprised to learn that St. Peter’s Basilica is NOT the cathedral for 
the Diocese of Rome. That honor belongs to the Basilica of St. John Lateran, which is about 3 miles from 
St. Peter’s. Why St. John Lateran and not St. Peter’s? Well, the Lateran, not the Vatican, is where the 
Popes resided for the first millennium of legalized Christianity (324-1308). This weekend, the Church 
celebrates the Feast of the Dedication of St. John Lateran.  

 

  A bit of history: the original name of the St. John Lateran Basilica is “Christ the Savior,” which is 
emblazoned on the front of the Basilica’s façade. The Basilica’s name was changed to St. John Lateran 
when Pope Sergius III rebuilt the Basilica after a 9th century earthquake, and he subsequently 
rededicated it to the Savior through the intercession of St. John the Baptist because, symbolically, the 
Church and the people of God are constantly in need of hearing St. John the Baptist’s call to conversion, 
to make straight the paths for Christ. Pope Lucius II added the intercession of St. John the Evangelist to 
the dedication to remind us of what St. John the Evangelist wrote in his Gospel: “the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us.” The Church is always in need of rebuilding and living more fully with 
the Lord who came to live among us. By the way, the name Lateran comes from the Roman Senatorial 
family of Plautus Lateranus who at the time Saints Peter and Paul lived in Rome owned the vast property 
on which the Lateran now stands.  

 

  The Lateran Basilica is a fitting symbol for the Church that is always in need of reform. Over the 
centuries, the Lateran has been pillaged multiple times by vandals, three times decimated by fire, toppled 
by an earthquake, and neglected by the Popes and faithful, sometimes for decades. But after every 
deformation, the Lateran rose again, continuing to proclaim to the city and the world the Church’s faith. It 
is therefore a sign of hope for the Church in every age and place. 

 

  Perhaps the greatest way the Lateran Basilica symbolizes the ever-present need for reform in the 
Church is, however, depicted in the statue of St. Francis of Assisi across the Square in front of its façade. 
The statue evokes a dream that Pope Innocent III had in 1209 of a man in a simple friar’s habit holding up 
the collapsing Lateran Basilica. The following day this friar reappeared in his dream, asking for approval of 
the rule to govern the religious order the friar was hoping to found (the Franciscans). Pope Innocent’s 
dream was a confirmation of what the Lord Jesus himself had said to the young Francis a couple of years 
earlier from the crucifix in the collapsing chapel of St. Damian on the slopes of Assisi: “Francis, rebuild my 
Church, which you can see is falling into ruin.” Francis took that command literally and immediately began 
to start repairing the crumbling church of St. Damian. But the Lord had another, much more monumental, 
rebuilding project in mind. It started with Francis himself, who definitely and beautifully responded to 
God’s grace to follow the Lord Jesus completely. But the reconstruction extended far beyond him. Francis’ 
mission was to help bring the Church back to her foundations so that she could be rebuilt stone by stone 
on the foundation of Christ. 

 

  The local church of the Archdiocese of Newark is herself in a rebuilding or restructuring process. It is 
called “We Are His Witnesses,” and it is a pastoral initiative launched by Cardinal Tobin. It calls upon the 
entire church in Newark to reimagine parish life, mission, and ministry in response to a changing world.  
Fr. Andrew wrote about this initiative extensively in the October 12th bulletin. The end result of this process 
will affect every parish in one way or another, including Our Lady of Sorrows. Your input is critical to the 
success and transparency of this process and so we therefore ask you to attend one of the two listening 
sessions planned for our parish. They are this Tuesday and Thursday (Nov. 11 and 13), from  
6:00-8:00pm, in St. Joseph Hall. We highly encourage you to register to attend one of these sessions. 
Registering will help us better plan for the logistics of these evenings, but you are invited to attend even if 
you do not register. There is more information in today’s bulletin, including how to register.  
 

  Might we all hear those words of Our Savior to St. Francis: “Rebuild my Church, which you can see 
is falling into ruin.”       
           Blessings, 

 



               
 

 

Please Note: Both sessions will be held in St. Joseph Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
    



               
 

 

    THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

      
   November 2          Week 18               YTD  
  Collection               $12,210        $219,196 
  Budgeted               $12,635        $227,428 

 
Food Pantry - $1,546  

            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

OLS Food Pantry Needs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Family Promise Drop-off 
A reminder that the meals, 
groceries, and gift cards 
collection for Family Promise will 
be this Monday, November 10th 
from 5-7pm and Tuesday, 

November 11th from 9-11am in St. Joseph Hall. 
Everything will be delivered to the Family 
Promise office on November 11th. 
 

Questions? Contact Anna Nelson: 
annanelson202@gmail.com or  
(973) 477-9546.  

Reminder: Rosary Society Meeting  
The Rosary Society’s next meeting 
is this Wednesday, November 12th 
at 7:00pm in St. Joseph Hall.  
After the recitation of the rosary,  
there will be light refreshments and  

Fr. Patrick Seo will speak on a Marian related 
topic. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Through the end of November, the Rosary Society 
is collecting diapers and wipes for Mercy House: 
https://rcan.org/mercy-house/ 
  
 
You may bring them to the 
meeting or drop them in the bin 
outside of the Food Pantry.   

 
Advent Retreat 
Save the date for our Advent Retreat co-hosted 
by our Knights of Columbus and Rosary Society 
on Saturday, December 6th. 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Bagels, Coffee, Donuts + Fair Trade Gifts   
In addition to our usual biweekly bagels, 
coffee and donuts, we have something 
extra special to offer you: the opportunity 
to shop beautiful and ethically made gifts 
through Trades of Hope 
(tradesofhope.com). The pop-up shop 
will be in the church vestibule after the 
5:30pm Vigil and 8am Masses, and then 
in St. Joseph Hall after the 10am Family 
Mass and 11:30am Mass.  
 
Trades of Hope supports female artisans around 
the world empowering them to provide for their 
families and rise out of poverty. 
  
 
 

 
We Need Your Help at Family Mass 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner for Seniors 
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  VIGIL SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025    
   5:30   PM   The Souls of the Faithful Departed 
 

 

    SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025  
     8:00 AM    The Souls of the Faithful Departed 
   10:00 AM      People of the Parish       
   11:30 AM      The Souls of the Faithful Departed 
 

 

         MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2025 
    7:00  AM    The Souls of the Faithful Departed 
  12:00  PM    The Souls of the Faithful Departed 
     

 
 

                                                    TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Joseph Preston 
  12:00  PM   Catherine Greydanus –  
  Special Intention 
 

 

 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Inez Eckhoff 
 12:00  PM  Sarah Greydanus – Special Intention 
 
 

      THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Edward Silliere 
 12:00  PM  Nicholas Terrery 
 

 

         FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Carter Falzarano 
 12:00  PM  Bernice Plesnik 
 
 
 

           SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2025 

   8:30 AM  Margherita, Antonio & Gina Pizzillo 
 12:00 PM  Nicholas Santeramo – 7th Anniversary 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2025 
  5:30   PM Deacon John Inguaggiato 
 
 

                   SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025 
    8:00 AM  Cecilia Ezuduemoih- Special Intention  
                       and All Souls in Purgatory  
  10:00 AM  People of the Parish       

 
Pray for the Departed  
Let us remember our deceased 
loved ones in our prayers.  
 
St. Paul of the Cross wrote, 

“If, during life, we have been kind to the 
suffering souls in purgatory, God will see that 
help be not denied us after death.”   
 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or 
for a special intention. If you would like to do so, 
please call the parish office for more information.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler 
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, 
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel 
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, 
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack, 
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George 
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth 
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, 
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, 
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville 
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate 
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie 
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane 
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,  
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor 

11:30 AM  Anne Jemas                                 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



               
 

 
 

 


