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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

- God, be merciful
L. tome, asinner.

Luke1813

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

October 26, 2025
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Brian

The 2" reading for this Sunday contains one of my favorite lines from Scripture. St. Paul writes,
“I have competed well; | have finished the race; | have kept the faith. From now on the crown of
righteousness awaits me.” This translation from Greek is a weak one. A more faithful translation puts
it this way: “I have fought the good fight...” (not “| have competed well”).

After his dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul fought the good fight. He fought
for Christ; he fought for the Church; he fought for the faith. And in return, he received a brutal 39
lashes 5 times from the authorities. 3 times he was beaten to a pulp with rods. 3 times he was
shipwrecked. He was hunted down like an assassin, thrown into filthy prisons, his hands and feet
bound by chains. No matter what adversity he faced, he always fought on. He knew the fight was
worth it and he kept the faith to the very end, a faith which cost him his head.

How about us? How do we measure up? It seems to me that there are two basic types of
Christians. First, there are those Christians who have wandered off the track. They’re not really in the
race or in the ring any longer. Yeah, they’re baptized, but their baptism plays no real role in their lives.
Maybe they go to Mass every once in a while, (but God forbid they come every week!). And maybe
they recite a few prayers occasionally, but that’s about as big a commitment as they’ll make to Christ.
They’re lukewarm Christians. When it comes to their faith, they’re spectators rather than athletes,
bystanders rather than participants. Instead of going to the starting gate, they go to the concession
stand. No commitment, no training, no involvement, no pain, but in the end, no gain, no trophy, no
crown of righteousness.

But then there are those who — like St. Paul — fight the good fight, who finish the race, and who
keep the faith. These are the people who fight against sin and temptation, who go to God like the tax
collector in this Sunday’s Gospel and humbly say, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” They fight
against evil and injustice in the world. They speak up for and help the poor and the disenfranchised.
They use their vote to protect the most vulnerable among us, including the unborn. They strive to
understand and to be obedient to the will of God and to the teachings of the Church, even when it’s
not convenient or easy to do so. They make sure that their children and grandchildren are learning
their Christian faith. They pray together as a family every day and they make room for Jesus in their
homes. They aren’t ashamed of their faith, and they stand up for it when it's mocked and ridiculed
and belittled. They support their Church, even when the Church lets them down.

These Christians feed the hungry, they visit the sick, they help their neighbors, they volunteer
where needed. They speak to God in daily prayer. They place all their trust in Jesus. When tough
times come along, they dig in deeper and believe even more firmly. They take recourse to the
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Reconciliation.

And these are the people who never, ever give up, they never, ever lose hope in God. They
firmly believe that God will never abandon them or forget them. And they live out their Christian faith
not in a lukewarm way, not with long faces, but with joy and enthusiasm.

So, let’s ask ourselves, openly and honestly: Which type of Christian life are we living? If we'’re
like the first group, then let’s change our lives to get into that second group. If we're already in the
second group, great! But let’'s ramp things up a little bit more and go that extra mile, that extra round,
the way St. Paul did. Let’s never settle for 2" place in our life of faith. We can't just sit back and
watch others fight the good fight. We can’t just be spectators. Friends, let’s all commit to fighting the
good fight, to finishing the race, to keeping the faith, so that the crown of righteousness will be ours.

Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
October 19 Week 16 YTD
Collection $12,169 $196,460
Budgeted $12,635 $202,158

2" Collection World Mission Sunday - $2,144

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Mandatory Training for Volunteers

TVIRTUS

Protecting God's
Children

Our Lady of Sorrows Church is offering the
Virtus Protecting God's Children training
class on Wednesday, October 29th at
7:00pm here in St. Joseph Hall. This will be
the ONLY training we are hosting this fall.

If you would to volunteer at our church or
school you are REQUIRED to attend this
training as well as complete a background
check. You must register in

advance by establishing an account

on www.virtusonline.org. Once you have
done so, you will be prompted to run your
own background check and can sign
yourself up for the training on 10/29.

If you have any questions or need
assistance, contact Jennifer Ench at the
school office@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
or Mary Beth Zurat at the church
mzurat@olschurch.com to receive a
volunteer application and code of conduct
agreement.

Upcoming Workshop for Married Couples

ARCHDIOCESE
= #NEWARK

OFFICE FOR FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY

WHY ATTEND?

Rediscover your desire. Build a daily prayer
life as a couple. Deepen your love,

(®

experience!

Don't miss this
transformative

)

O A NEW WAY TO PRAY
Pra dai

St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Center

60 Byrd Ave
Bloomfield, NJ

9:30 AM -6 PM
(ends with Mass at 5 PM)

$60 per couple
(includes light morning

Q A NEW WAY TO
ENCOUNTER GOD'S LOVE

your marriag gt

refreshments, catered lunch,
workbooks, and supplies.)

Registration Deadline:
November 1, 2025

CLICK HERE OR SCAN THE QR CODE
FOR DETAILS AND REGISTER TODAY!

Did you know that...

Sts. Louis and Zélie Martin
were the first married
couple to be canonized in
the Church? Their feast day
is July 12t. Together they
had nine children, five of
whom lived to adulthood; all
five remaining daughters entered religious life.
Their youngest, St. Thérése of Lisieux, is also
one of only four female doctors of the church.
On the 10" anniversary of their canonization,
which was last Saturday, October 18t

Pope Leo urged couples to look to Sts. Louis
and Zélie Martin as a model of a joyful and
holy marriage, and “above all, put Jesus at
the center of your families, your activities, and
your choices.” Sts. Louis and Zélie Martin,
pray for us!

— Adapted from Catholic News Agency
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Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Upcoming Rosary Society Meeting

Fr= ‘ The Rosary Society’s next meeting
will be Wednesday, November 12t

at 7:00pm in St. Joseph Hall.

t

topic. All are welcome to attend.

A reminder that the Rosary Society is
continuing to collect diapers and wipes for

Mercy House (https://rcan.org/mercy-house/)

 After the recitation of the rosary,
) J there will be light refreshments and
Fr. Patrick Seo will speak on a Marian related

through the end of November.

You may bring them to the
meeting or drop them in the
bin outside of the Food Pantry.

You Presence is Requested...

At one of our two parish listening sessions for

We Are His Witnesses. Your input is critical to the
integration and success of this archdiocesan
wide restructuring plan. Please consider
attending. Scan the QR Code or register online at
the link in the flyer. Thank you!

L0
®7 \WE ARE HIS
WITNESSES

Invitation to Attend Your Parish Session

Cardinal Tobin invites all of the faithful to participate in a parish listening session.
At your parish session, you will learn more about the We Are His Witnesses initiative
and your planning area and will see multiple draft model options to consider for the
respective planning area. There will be a small group discussion and facilitated large
group feedback. If your parish has more than one Listening Session, the information
presented at both is the same.

You are encouraged to review the planning area information and draft models
in preparation for attending your parish session - they are all available at
www.WeAreHisWitnesses.org

For your parish to plan properly for its sessions, please register in advance for
the session you plan to attend by scanning the QR Code below or visiting:
www.catholicleaders.org/archdiocese-newark-parishsessionregistration

To access the registration form, choose Southwest Essex - Planning Area H

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Listening Sessions

Session 1: Tuesday, November 11" from 6pm - 8pm
Session 2: Thursday, November 13" from 6pm - 8pm

Light dinner and refreshments will be served at each session.

OO

=

“The parish is where the Church lives. Parishes are
communities of faith, of action, and of hope...
Parishes are the home of the Christian community;
they are the heart of our Church...”

- Communities of Salt and Light
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Miasses For LJ
The Week 2554

VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2025
5:30 PM Theodore and Paul Kubilus

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025
8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM  Michael DiPrenda
11:30 AM  Teresa and Philip Wilderotter

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2025

7:00 AM  Consulata Uzzi & Family —
Special Intention and All Souls
in Purgatory

12:00 PM  Ania Budzyn — Special Intention

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025
7:00 AM  Mary Moore
12:00 PM  Norman Pascual

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2025
7:00 AM  Anne Gallo
12:00 PM  Janek Kozlowski — Special Intention

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025
7:00 AM Louis Eckhoff
12:00 PM  Gerard Nardone

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2025
7:00 AM  Selina McHugh
12:00 PM Catherine Keane

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2025
8:30 AM  Brandon Cody — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Walter Wiggins — 5" Anniversary

VIGIL SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2025
5:30 PM People of the Parish

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025
8:00 AM Deceased Members of the
DePaola, Deehan and Salvante
Families
The Souls of the Faithful Departed

The Souls of the Faithful Departed

10:00 AM
11:30 AM

Pray for the Departed

Let us remember those who
have recently passed away at
. OLS: Ivan Vazquez and
Michael Meyers.

Eternal rest grant unto Ivan and Michael, O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the parish office for more information.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman,
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles,
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack,
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,

Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

"

FOR THE SICK

@JPPC




All Saints’ & All Souls’ Day Pancake Breakfast!

Our Knights’ beloved Pancake Breakfast is back and holier than before! This year the Knights are
encouraging children to wear a saint costume for an opportunity to participate in a pageant. If they
are in their costume (saints only) before Mass, they may process in the opening procession of the
Mass as well!! Check our Facebook page for costume idea resources, but here's one in the interim:
https://catholicallyear.com/blog/20-easy-saint-costumes-made-of-t-shirts/

The breakfast will also feature a Pic(k) Your Pancake decorating table with photos. Costs are listed
in the flyer. Payment is accepted at the door, however, there is also an option to pay in advance via

PayPal (see info in the flyer). Lastly, please note items for the collection drive to benefit the
Veterans’ Hospital in East Orange.

ALL SAINTS’/ALL SOULS’ PANCAKE BREAKFAST
With Children’ int tume P nt
November 2, 2025 after 10:00 am & 11:30 am Masses

Cost:

- Individual: $5.00
- Couple: $10.00
-  Family: $15.00

Pancake! To pre-pay, link to PayPal

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/p
ayment/FB67QFYK37J8E

(accepts Venmo, ApplePay, and
credit/debit cards)

(Payment also accepted at door)

| Children’s Saint Costume Pageant Collection Drive for Veterans’

We invite all children to dress like a Hospital (East Orange)

Saint. Maybe they have a favorite. The Knights of Columbus have

organized a collection drive for the VA
Hospital in East Orange. The following
items are being collected:

Above are some pictures for

inspiration. Some links will be posted - Body wash

on the OLS FB page with more ideas. - Deodorant
Council 4066 = Lotion
Regina Pacis = Shampoo

A bin will be at the Pancake Breakfast

Children are invited to attend Mass in Counc'lgogga'l'com

their Saint costumes. Please bein

the back of the Church before Mass
to be in the Procession.

for donations.
**NO bars of soap; NO travel size;
NO hotel/motel toiletries**
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MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

Saturday, November 8" at 12:00 noon

“Those whom we love and lose are no longer where they were before. They are now wherever we are.”
-St. John Chrystostom

Our Lady of Sorrows’ Mass of Remembrance, held in memory of departed family members,
friends, and parishioners, will be celebrated on Saturday, November 8th, at 12:00 noon.
During the Mass, members of the parish who have gone home to Christ during the past
year, as well as loved ones who have died in past years, will be remembered in a special
way. There will be a Book of Remembrance by the Baptismal Fount starting October 24" to
write the names of your loved one(s) to be remembered. The Book of Remembrance will be
placed in front of the altar during this special Mass. Please plan to join us in prayer and
fellowship on November 8.

A reception with light refreshments will be held in St. Joseph’s Hall immediately following
the Mass. **To show our support of each other and our family spirit we kindly ask anyone
attending to consider bringing a baked good or fruit to share to add to our family
gathering of prayer and fellowship for our deceased. Please call the office or send in the
attachment letting us know what you will contribute.

Name: Phonett:

| will bring in:

Please drop off items to the office on November 4", 5t or 6"

Thanks ever so much! - Sr. Mary Selina




