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         973-763-5454 
       www.olschurch.com 

 

MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 
 

 

  October 19, 2025 

 

             Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

http://www.olschurch.com/
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A Message from Fr. Brian 

    

   
  This past Monday, 20 hostages were released from captivity in Gaza. Praise the Lord! After 
more than 2 years of being held hostage, the prayers of many people were answered and those 
hostages are now free, though they have a long journey ahead of them to rebuild their lives. While we 
celebrate the ceasefire between Israel and Gaza, we must now pray for two things: 1. That the 
ceasefire continues to hold AND 2. For the release of the bodies of the hostages who died in captivity 
so that their families can lay them to rest in their own homeland.  
 

  While many people have been working tirelessly behind the scenes to bring about the release of 
the hostages and to secure a ceasefire, we mustn’t forget the role that unceasing and persistent 
prayer played in bringing this about. In our Gospel passage this Sunday, Jesus tells His disciples to 
pray always and to not lose heart. In other words, to pray unceasingly and persistently. Now I know 
from experience that prayer can often be a struggle and that it doesn’t always come easily for us. 
Praying even just a few minutes a day can sometimes feel like an overwhelming task. But here Our 
Lord is telling us to pray unceasingly. Who can possibly pray unceasingly? If praying unceasingly 
means living like a monk in a 10 x 10 cell, forget it. Or if praying unceasingly means reciting endless 
prayers on our knees, we’re in big trouble. Or if praying unceasingly means having to neglect our 
family, work and other commitments to be in a continual state of contemplation, then praying 
unceasingly is impossible. But, if praying unceasingly means living and breathing and walking and 
interacting and laughing and loving in a constant spirit of prayer, then it is possible, and we can do it. 
 

  When we see God operating everywhere, in everything, and in every person, then we’re already 
praying unceasingly. We pray unceasingly:  
• By being thankful for the goodness of God in a small kind gesture of another. 
• By hearing the consoling voice of God in a few words of concern by a friend. 
• By rejoicing in the loving embrace of God felt through the arms of a child. 
• By giving thanks to God while appreciating the awesome beauty of nature. 
• By hearing and seeing the majesty of God in beautiful music and breathtaking artwork. 

 

  When we begin to look for God in the ordinariness of our day; when we begin to be more 
grateful to God for the small things in our lives; when we begin to see God in ourselves and others; 
when we allow ourselves to feel God’s loving presence in our lives; when we do these things, we’re 
already praying unceasingly. To pray unceasingly means to constantly live in the presence of God 
and to rejoice in it. So you see, it is possible to pray unceasingly. Of course, that doesn’t give us the 
excuse to not set aside fixed times for prayer, when we are free from every other preoccupation. 

 

  So this week (and beyond!), let’s strive to live in the presence of God, allowing our lives to be a 
continual prayer. Jesus concludes this Gospel passage by asking the question: “When the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” By living in God’s presence and thus by praying unceasingly, 
we can answer “Yes!” to the Lord’s question.  

 

        

      
          Prayerful blessings, 
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    THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

      
   October 12          Week 15               YTD  
  Collection              $14,413        $184,291 
  Budgeted              $12,635        $189,523 

 
2nd Collection Assessment - $2,158  

            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  

 
Volunteer for Family Promise 

We will once again be 
supporting families 
experiencing homelessness 
for Family Promise of  
Essex County. We need a 

meal prepared and to shop for a list of 
groceries for several families. The meals and 
grocery items will need to be brought to the 
lower church (4th St. entrance) the evening of 
Monday, November 10th or the morning 
of Tuesday, November 11th; they’ll be 
delivered to the Family Promise office on 
November 11th. 
 

Volunteer roles include:  
 

• Cooks to prepare part of a meal. You’ll be 
contacted about the part of the meal to 
prepare and the size of the family. 

 

• Shoppers to provide requested grocery 
items. You’ll be contacted about the list of 
items to provide. 

 

• Volunteers to help accept and store meals 
and groceries on Monday evening (11/10) 
or Tuesday morning (11/11). 

 
 

There are sign-up sheets in the church 
vestibule for these roles. Another option is to 
donate a gift card for the families. A sign-up 
sheet for specific gift cards to donate will be 
available as well.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Anna Nelson: annanelson202@gmail.com or  
(973) 477-9546.  

 
 

Upcoming Training for Volunteers 
Our Lady of Sorrows Church is offering the 
Protecting God's Children training class on 
Wednesday, October 29th at 7:00pm here in 
St. Joseph Hall. This will be the ONLY  
training we are hosting this fall.  
 
If you would to volunteer at our church or 
school you are REQUIRED to attend this 
training as well as complete a background 
check. You must register in 
advance by establishing an account 
on www.virtusonline.org. Once you have 
done so, you will be prompted to run your 
own background check and can sign 
yourself up for the training on 10/29.  
 
If you have any questions or need 
assistance, contact Jennifer Ench at the 
school office@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
or Mary Beth Zurat at the church 
mzurat@olschurch.com to receive a 
volunteer application and code of conduct 
agreement.  

http://www.virtusonline.org/
mailto:office@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
mailto:mzurat@olschurch.com
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Meet Our Staff 
 

Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Rosary and Adoration Reminders 
While our Eucharistic Rosary 
Congress and Rosary Rally are over, 
you do not have to wait another a year 
to spend time with Jesus or seek the 
consolation of Mary.  
 

A reminder that we have Adoration every Monday 
and Friday directly following the 12:00pm Mass and 
ending with the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3.  
 
On Wednesdays, directly following 
the noon Mass we have a 
recitation of the Rosary to pray for 
peace in our world and homes and 
any special intentions you bring to 
the Lord.  
 

OLS Choirs to sing at Cathedral Basilica 
As part of the Jubilee Year 
of Hope our own 35 voice 
Parish Choir will be 
providing music ministry at 
the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart next 
Saturday, October 25th for 
the 5pm Vigil Mass.  
 

The choir will also sing a choral prelude 
before Mass, beginning at 4:50pm.   
 
All are welcome to celebrate the Thirtieth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time at our own 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart next 
Saturday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date: Advent by Candlelight 
Our women’s Advent by Candlelight evening 
of prayer and fellowship returns on 
Wednesday, December 3rd. Mark your 
calendars. “AbC” is designed to encourage 
women to rest and embrace the true ABCs of 
the season: hope and preparation to receive 
Jesus in our hearts. 

mailto:wwiggins@olschurch.com
mailto:sgreydanus@olschurch.com
mailto:principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
mailto:karlene@thenurseryatols.org
mailto:cnoun@olschurch.com
mailto:mzurat@olschurch.com
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  VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025    
   5:30   PM Ethel Peterson 
 

 

    SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025  
     8:00 AM   People of the Parish 
   10:00 AM     In thanksgiving to God 
   11:30 AM     James DeMeo 
 

 

         MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025 
    7:00  AM    Muriel Pisani 
  12:00  PM    Jane Cushing 
     

 
 

                                                    TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Nancy Jean-Charles and   

  Ruben Clitus –  
  Special Intention 
  12:00  PM   Francis Timothy Walsh 
 

 

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Gerard Nardone 
 12:00  PM  Sr. Regina Keane, SC 
 
 

      THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Hailey Gardiner 
 12:00  PM  Hugh and Joan Sheridan –  

 Special Intention 
 
 

 

         FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Vernon Pascual 
 12:00  PM  Edmando Deza 
 
 
 

           SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2025 

   8:30 AM  Joseph Cowdrick 
 12:00 PM  Marianne Tausch 
 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2025 
  5:30   PM Theodore and Paul Kubilus 
 
 

 

                   SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025 
    8:00 AM People of the Parish 
  10:00 AM Michael DiPrenda 
  11:30 AM Teresa and Philip Wilderotter 

                                  
       

 

Pray for the Departed  
Let us remember our 
deceased loved ones  
in our prayers.  
St. Paul of the Cross wrote, 

“If, during life, we have been kind to the 
suffering souls in purgatory, God will see that 
help be not denied us after death.”   
 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or 
for a special intention. If you would like to do so, 
please call the parish office for more information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of  
Joseph Cowdrick, requested by The Buttros Family. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler 
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, 
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel 
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, 
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack, 
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George 
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth 
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, 
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, 
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville 
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate 
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie 
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane 
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,  
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor 
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