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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

" YOUR FAITH HAS
«++9AVED YOU.

Luke 17:19

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

October 12, 2025
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

The world is changing. What used to be a cultural norm is no longer the case on many
different levels of our society. Unfortunately, we no longer live in the time of Christendom, when
Christian identity defined our societies. Sunday was once strictly reserved for the Lord. Today, so
many other things have occupied Sunday, pushing our Lord aside. We have much work to do to
restore the proper sense of priorities that today’s society so desperately needs. This left some
consequential impacts on our diocese, as we have experienced significant changes in
participation, sacramental life, and clergy availability.

Compared to 1998, Mass attendance in the Archdiocese of Newark alone has decreased by
53 percent. Baptisms decreased by 61 percent, the sacrament of holy matrimony by 75 percent,
and Catholic funerals by 56 percent. The decrease in these areas of life of the parishes throughout
the archdiocese also had a significant impact on the crisis of vocation to the priesthood. Currently,
we have only 127 priests under the age of 50. Within the next twenty years, we are projected to
have only about 131 priests if we continue with the current trend of ordaining 2 to 4 men each year.
This will be an issue, as there are currently 212 parishes across the archdiocese. When we look at
these statistics, it becomes clear that if we don’t embark on a journey as active missionary
disciples, we will continue to lose more sheep who need to drink from the wellspring of the Church.
Yes, it is Christ’s church, but that doesn’t mean we don’t have to do anything; we are the body of
Christ.

It is in this serious context that our Archdiocese is launching a pastoral initiative titled We Are
His Witnesses. Its goal is to renew our sense of missionary discipleship, deepen parish vitality
through evangelization, pastoral care, and sustainability, and finally, engage all members of the
Church in listening, discernment, and shared action. We Are His Witnesses will focus on how we
evangelize, care for one another in our parishes, and ensure our parishes are strong and
sustainable for the future. This process calls for an honest evaluation of current practices and
structures. Some ministries will be renewed; some parish alignments may change. Over time,
mergers or closures will be necessary. These conversations and decisions will not always be easy,
but as members of one body—the Church—we will support one another throughout this journey.

Over the past few months, bishops and priests of the archdiocese, along with key lay leaders
from our parish, have been gathering to share their thoughts on the ideal model of pastoral
conversion. This includes collaborating with neighboring parishes throughout the process.

Now | invite you as a parishioner to become one of “His Witnesses” by embarking on a
journey of missionary discipleship. How? By participating in parish listening sessions. The
archdiocese will now provide an opportunity for all parishioners to hear more about the initiative,
our planning area, and share honest opinions about whether the parish(es) we are paired to
collaborate with will be beneficial for our parish, or if there are any other options we can consider.
For more information on these listening sessions, see the flyer on the next page. You will find the
We Are His Witnesses website link to registration and the QR code. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Blessings,
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" \WE ARE HIS
WITNESSES

Invitation to Attend Your Parish Session

Cardinal Tobin invites all of the faithful to participate in a parish listening session.
At your parish session, you will learn more about the We Are His Witnesses initiative
and your planning area and will see multiple draft model options to consider for the
respective planning area. There will be a small group discussion and facilitated large
group feedback. If your parish has more than one Listening Session, the information
presented at both is the same.

You are encouraged to review the planning area information and draft models
in preparation for attending your parish session - they are all available at
www.WeAreHisWitnhesses.org

For your parish to plan properly for its sessions, please register in advance for
the session you plan to attend by scanning the QR Code below or visiting:
www.catholicleaders.org/archdiocese-newark-parishsessionregistration

To access the registration form, choose Southwest Essex - Planning Area H

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Listening Sessions

Session 1: Tuesday, November 11" from 6pm - 8pm
Session 2: Thursday, November 13" from 6pm - 8pm

Light dinner and refreshments will be served at each session.
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
October 5 Week 14 YTD
Collection $12,867 $169,878
Budgeted $12,635 $176,888

Candles - $608

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Volunteer for Family Promise

We will once again be
supporting families
experiencing homelessness
for Family Promise of
Essex County.

FamilyPromise

of Essex County

We need a meal prepared and to shop for a list of
groceries for several families. The meals and
grocery items will need to be brought to the lower
church (4" St. entrance) the evening of Monday,
November 10" or the morning of Tuesday,
November 11t; they’'ll be delivered to the Family
Promise office on November 111",

Volunteer roles include:

e Cooks to prepare part of a meal. You'll be
contacted about the part of the meal to
prepare and the size of the family.

e Shoppers to provide requested grocery
items. You’ll be contacted about the list of
items to provide.

e Volunteers to help accept and store meals
and groceries on Monday evening (11/10)
or Tuesday morning (11/11).

There are sign-up sheets in the church
vestibule for these roles. Another option is to
donate a gift card for the families. A sign-up
sheet for specific gift cards to donate will be
available as well.

If you have any questions, please contact
Anna Nelson: annanelson202@gmail.com or
(973) 477-9546.

Saint of the Week

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690),
whose feast day is October 16™, is well
known as the nun whose revelations helped
popularize devotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. In the apparitions to St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque, Jesus gives these twelve
promises for those who are devoted to His
Sacred Heart.

1. | will give them all the
graces necessary for
their state of life.

2. | will establish peace
in their families.

3. | will console them in all their troubles.

4. They shall find in My Heart an assured
refuge during life and especially at the hour
of their death.

5. 1 will pour abundant blessings on all their
undertakings.

6. Sinners shall find in My Heart the source of
an infinite ocean of mercy.

7. Tepid souls shall become fervent.

8. Fervent souls shall speedily rise to great
perfection.

9. I will bless the homes where an image of My
Heart shall be exposed and honored.

10. I will give to priests the power of touching
the most hardened hearts.

11. Those who propagate this devotion shall
have their names written in My Heart, never
to be effaced.

12. The all-powerful love of My Heart will grant
to all those who shall receive Communion
on the First Friday of nine consecutive
months the grace of final repentance; they
shall not die under my displeasure, nor
without receiving their Sacraments; My
heart shall be their assured refuge at that
last hour.

Adapted from www.catholicculture.com
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Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org

Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com

Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Bagels and Coffee and Donuts
Bagels and Coffee and Donuts

following the 10:00am

today (or tomorrow if you're

Our Knights of Columbus will be hosting and
overseeing the children’s activity as well.

Office Closed
Please note: our parish offices will be closed
Monday, October 13™ in recognition of
Columbus Day. g 3

(oh my!) will be in St. Joseph Hall
(Family Mass) and 11:30am Mass

reading this at the Saturday Vigil).

Speaking of Columbus...

The Knights that is, will
be hosting an All
Saints/All Souls Day
Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday, November 2"
after the 10:00 and
11:30am Masses.

This year’s breakfast
promises some new and exciting features to
be announced soon. Think supplies drive,
photos, saint-inspired attire, pancake
decorating, a chance to win a gift card,
celebrity appearance. Okay we made that last
part up but Fr. Brian and Fr. Andrew will be
there and they’re certainly the Stars of
Sorrows!

A flyer with more specifics will soon follow so
stay tuned, but in the interim, save the date!

Save the Date: Advent by Candlelight
Our women’s Advent by Candlelight evening

of prayer and fellowship returns on
Wednesday, December 3. Mark your
calendars. “AbC” is designed to encourage
women to rest and embrace the true ABCs of
the season: hope and preparation to receive
Jesus in our hearts.

SAVE THE DATE

for a night of prayers, reflections, music, and
fellowship for all women during the Advent season.

Wednesday, December 3rd, 2025 at 7pm
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, St. Joseph Hall
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Masses Tor ).::_

VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2025
5:30 PM  Margaret Glenn

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2025

8:00 AM  All Rosarians Living and Deceased
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM  Leonce Joseph

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025
7:00 AM  Elvira Cody
12:00 PM Carolina P. Sanchez —
8th Anniversary

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2025
7:00 AM  Frank Cavallaro & Alice Cody
12:00 PM  Joseph Johnston —
Special Intention

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025
7:00 AM Alvaro Bernal-Silva
12:00 PM  Esther Klotz

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2025
7:00 AM Franca Caiazza
12:00 PM  Michael Santangelo

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2025
7:00 AM  Mary Jane Waldron
12:00 PM  Jane Cushing

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025
8:30 AM  Gary McDaniel
12:00 PM  Gregory lantosca

VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025
5:30 PM Ethel Peterson

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025
8:00 AM People of the Parish
10:00 AM In thanksgiving to God
11:30 AM  James DeMeo

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember our

\ deceased loved ones
in our prayers.

St. Paul of the Cross wrote, “If, during life, we
have been kind to the suffering souls in
purgatory, God will see that help be not
denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is in memory of
Jane Cushing, requested by OLS Rosary Society.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman,
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles,
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack,
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,

Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK
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If you are interested in volunteering at Our Lady of Sorrows School or Church, you must complete
Protecting God’s Children® (PGC). PGC, which is used in over 80 dioceses nationwide, is a mandatory
training for all volunteers aged 18 and over. Our next training will be Wednesday, October 29" at 7:00pm.

The training is conducted by a VIRTUS® certified facilitator and focuses on the prevention of child sexual
abuse. PGC makes participants aware of the signs of child sexual abuse, the methods and means by which
offenders commit abuse, and enumerates steps one can take to prevent child sexual abuse. The facilitator
incorporates policies and procedures that include the reporting of child sexual abuse as well as victim
advocacy.

To attend, you must establish an account on VIRTUS® and register in advance: www.virtus.org
Please ensure that you choose the correct primary location from the drop-down menu —i.e. Our Lady of Sorrows
PARISH or Our Lady of Sorrows SCHOOL. If you have any questions or need guidance on the process, please
contact Mary Beth Zurat at the parish or Jennifer Ench at the school (see contact info. below).

Protecting God’s Children®
Wednesday, October 29t at 7:00pm

Our Lady of Sorrows Church — St. Joseph Hall
Enter the side door of the church on 4th Street

Estimated duration: 3 hours

PLEASE NOTE: Punctuality is critical as no one will be admitted after the first video begins.

Jennifer Ench Mary Beth Zurat
School Secretary Parish Secretary
(973) 762-5169 (973) 763-5454

office@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org mzurat@olschurch.com




