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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

If they will not listen to Moses and the” -~
prophets, neither will they be persuaded
if someone should rise from the dead.

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm —2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

September 28, 2025
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time



http://www.olschurch.com/

A Message from Fr. Andrew

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in today’s second reading exhorts them to persevere in their fight
to live out their call as witnesses of Christ. What does being a “witness” look like? It is to become
someone who publicly testifies that it is Jesus Christ alone, who is King of kings and Lord of lords. The
Greek term for a witness is paptug (Martus), from which the term Martyr derives. To become a witness
is to be willing to lay down our lives for Jesus, the way He first laid down His life for us. However, what
power does martyrdom have besides crowning us with the gift of heaven? Can it truly convince others
that Christ is the King? The answer is yes.

In 2015, 21 men were captured by ISIS in Libya. Twenty of them were Egyptians, but one was
from Ghana. Later, when the terrorists published the video clip of their execution, the Ghanaian man’s
friends identified him as Matthew Ayairga, who was known to be a non-Christian at the time. They were
beaten and mistreated for weeks, and on the day of execution, before the blades of the terrorist’s sword
slew each of the brave twenty Christian men, they were asked to renounce their faith and convert. Yet,
the twenty Christian men invoked the name of Jesus Christ one final time. One by one, the Egyptian
Christians fell, accepting martyrdom.

When they got to Matthew, they asked him to follow Islam, which in his case would have been
easier, as he had no faith to renounce. However, a miraculous courage engulfed him. After witnessing
the courageous faith of twenty Christians who had fallen next to him, he told them, “Their God is my
God”, becoming a Christian through the baptism of blood. Today, all 21 of them are honored as saints
in both the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church. That is the power of martyrdom (being
a witness), which enlivens the faith in Christ, in lands and hearts that were faithless.

Of course, shedding our blood isn’t the only form of becoming martyrs, the witness of Christ.
There are two major types of Martyrdom. The red martyrdom: the ultimate sacrifice of one’s physical
life by shedding blood for the love of God. And, white martyrdom: persevering in persecutions and trials
in love and living a life of penance and prayers for the love of God and for the conversion of the whole
world.

Only some are called to become red martyrs. However, all of us are called to become white
martyrs, convincing the whole world that God sent His only begotten Son to save everyone with both
words and deeds. At times, the simplest act of generosity and charity might be enough to make us
witnesses. If we can sanctify every action in our lives for the greater glory of God, we will find ourselves
transformed into white martyrs who never lose faith, hope, and joy despite any circumstances. For us
to do so, we must die to ourselves, so let the Lord pour Himself out to the whole world through us.
Perhaps helping an older person cross the street or helping them with carrying heavy luggage might
be enough to convince someone walking the same street to wonder what makes us so different from
other groups of people. Only when we can become witnesses in the most minor matters, shall we one
day become witnesses in the bigger things.

From small things to big things, let us all practice dying to ourselves, to become the martyrs, the
witnesses of Christ. Until when? Until the day when every corner of our towns can cry out “their God is
our God”, by seeing the way we live.

Blessings!
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
September 12 Week 12 YTD
Collection $12,290 $145,076
Budgeted $12,635 $151,618

Repairs & Maintenance - $2,660

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Eucharistic Rosary Congress

“October is the treasure of the year, and

all the months pay bounty to her store.”

Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906) -
American poet, novelist, and short story writer.

2025 EUCHARISTIC ROSARY CONGRESS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7TH
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8TH

IDON'T KNOW HOW TO PRAY
THE ROSARY - WILL GUIDES BE
AVAILABLE?

Yes, printed guides will be available.
However, you probably know more
Rosary prayers than you realize! -
The Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be,
Apostles’ Creed, Hail Holy Queen.

DO I HAVE TO PRAY THE ROSARY?
CAN | JUST COME TO SPEND QUIET
TIME WITH JESUS?

No, you do not have to pray the
Rosary. Yes, you can just be with
Jesus.

WILL THERE STILL BE DAILY MASS
DURING THE CONGRESS?

Yes, the 7am and noon Masses
will be celebrated. Rosaries will
resume at the next hour.

Stay with Him. Pray with Her!
24 Hours with Jesus and Mary

Interested?
Let us Know.

October’s greatest treasure is the Holy Rosary
to which the month is dedicated. The Memorial
of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated on
October 7, which is when we are hosting our
24-hour Eucharistic Rosary Congress. Above
are answers to some commonly asked
questions about the congress. Please see flyer
on the last page of the bulletin to learn more
and commit to spending an hour with Jesus.

Beware: Clergy Email Scams

We posted this message
in our e-newsletter last
week, however, for those
who are not subscribed,
we are including it in this
week’s bulletin:

EMAIL SCAMS
POSING AS CLERGY

Recently there's been an increase in emails sent
to parishioners that appear to be from one of our
priests asking you to take an unusual action — e.g.
manage a matter “discreetly”; purchase gift cards,
wire money, or send a check; click a link or
download an attachment; or simply to reply.

The scam involves a fake email address in a
priest’'s name (or something approximating his
name) and a bizarre request from that priest.
They may seem harmless and at first glance
appear legitimate, but upon further inspection, the
email address is different from the one the priest
uses. Do not respond to these emails and never
click on a link in these emails! Simply delete them.

If in doubt, be sure to check the address against
our actual emails listed in the bulletin, which leads
us to an email teaser: soon our entire staff will be
getting new, uniform email addresses with
matching domain names. We are in the process
of making this transfer so stay tuned for more
details. While this change does not guarantee that
you will never receive a bogus email from any one
of us again, it does decrease the likelihood of
such by increasing overall email security.

P.S. If you'd like to subscribe to our e-newsletter,
which is sent every Friday at noon, you can do so
at the bottom of our website, or email Mary Beth
to add you to the list:
marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com

Quick Youth Group Reminder

¢ Youth Group for ALL begins tonight (if you're
reading the bulletin at Mass!) Sunday,
September 28t from 7:30-9:00pm in
St. Joseph Hall.

e The mandatory parent meeting for incoming
Freshmen is this Wednesday, October 1%t at
8:00pm in the upper church.



mailto:marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com

Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
frbrianneedles@gmail.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
frlee527@gmail.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
deaconwalt@outlook.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
DeaconSDG@gmail.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
passociate07@gmail.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jennollols@gmail.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
kaiserch@shu.edu
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
olschurchministries@gmail.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
sorrowschurch@gmail.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
olsmusician@gmail.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
charlesnoun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com

2026 Mass Book

Our 2026 Mass Book is now open.

The donation is $10 per Mass. You have
several options to request a Mass:

1. Call the parish office (973) 763-5454

2. Visit us in person Monday through Friday

from 9:30am — 4:00pm

[Ofv]0]
3. Scan the QR code ] :

4. Complete Mass request form online:
www.olschurch.com

Upcoming Training for Volunteers

If you are an OLS parishioner (age 18 and over)
or school parent interested in volunteering, you
must complete a background check and
mandatory Archdiocesan training called
Protecting God’s Children® (PGC). We are
hosting PGC next month here in St. Joseph Hall.
See flyer below for details.

If you are interested in volunteering at Our Lady of Sorrows School or Church, you must complete
Protecting God’s Children® (PGC). PGC, which is used in over 80 dioceses nationwide, is a mandatory
training for all volunteers aged 18 and over. Our next training will be Wednesday, October 29" at 7:00pm.

The training is conducted by a VIRTUS® certified facilitator and focuses on the prevention of child sexual
abuse. PGC makes participants aware of the signs of child sexual abuse, the methods and means by which
offenders commit abuse, and enumerates steps one can take to prevent child sexual abuse. The facilitator
incorporates policies and procedures that include the reporting of child sexual abuse as well as victim
advocacy.

To attend, you must establish an account on VIRTUS® and register in advance: www.virtus.org
If you have any questions or need guidance on the registration process, please contact Mary Beth Zurat at
the parish or Jennifer Ench at the school (see contact info. below).

Protecting God’s Children®
Wednesday, October 29" at 7:.00pm

Our Lady of Sorrows Church - St. Joseph Hall
Enter the side door of the church on 4th Street

Estimated duration: 3 hours

PLEASE NOTE: Punctuality is critical as no one will be admitted after the first video begins.

Jennifer Ench Mary Beth Zurat
School Secretary Parish Secretary
(973) 762-5169 (973) 763-5454

office@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com

Please note: to attend, you must register in
advance on VIRTUS® - www.virtus.org.

No walk-ins are allowed. When setting up an
account be sure to indicate whether you are
affiliated with the parish or school.
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VIGIL, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

5:30 PM Jean and Theodore Kubilus

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM  James V. Ruppel
11:30 AM  Kim Herbert

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2025
7:00 AM Rev. Frederick Miller
12:00 PM Mary Ellen Rustum

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2025
7:00 AM  Andrew Muller
12:00 PM  Helena Wozmiak

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2025
7:00 AM  Bernadette Murray
12:00 PM  Richard WojtkowskKi

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2025
7:00 AM  Phyllis Raymond
12:00 PM Lucille and Michael Caputo

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2025
7:00 AM Edward Silliere
12:00 PM Bob and Christella Fischer

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2025
8:30 AM  William Brown
12:00 PM Paul Mastrangelo

VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2025
5:30 PM Bernadette Ezuduemoih &

Family — Special Intention and

All Souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2025

8:00 AM DePaola, Deehan and Salvante

Families
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM  Albert Dickerson

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember those who have

recently passed away at OLS:
i | Thomas Gerard Jordan

j Eternal rest grant unto Thomas,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him.
Amen.

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is in memory of
Phyllis Raymond, requested by The Buttros Family.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman,
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles,
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack,
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr.
Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK




Attention Parents of All Students Celebrating the Sacraments
of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist This School Year

Parents of all students in the parish who will be celebrating the Sacraments of First Reconciliation
and First Eucharist this year are asked to attend one of two upcoming mandatory First Reconciliation
parent meetings via Zoom. These very important information sessions will provide parents with an
overview of the home-based sacramental preparation program used here at Our Lady of Sorrows. At
least one parent must attend one of the two following meetings:

Thursday afternoon, October 9th at 1:00 - 2:15 pm, via Zoom OR
Thursday evening, October 9th at 7:00 - 8:15 pm, via Zoom

Parent resource materials, student workbooks, review sheets and registration forms will be distributed
in advance of the meetings at CCD and through the OLS School. As per the guidelines of the
Archdiocese of Newark, in order to receive the sacraments this year, your child must have attended a
Catholic school or religious education program in the previous year and be currently enrolled.

All families of our sacramental preparation students should also plan on attending our First
Reconciliation Inscription Mass on Sunday, October 19th at 10:00 am. A First Reconciliation activity
will follow in St. Joseph’s Hall immediately after Mass.

We look forward to helping your children begin the next important step in their sacramental journeys.
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Noll in the Religious Education Department,
973-763-5454 or jennollols@gmail.com. If your child meets the required criteria and you would like
him or her to be added to our sacraments list for the year, please contact Jen Noll.




Eucharistic Rosary Adoration

OCTOBER 7, 2025
7:00 pm Opening Mass

Followed by 24 hours of Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Rosary prayed at the top of each hour
beginning at 8:00 pm

a': Pl
OCTOBER 8, 2025

7:00 pm Closing Reflection by Sr. Camilla, COLW
(Community of Our Lady of Walsingham, England)

Recitation of the Rosary & Litany of the Rosary

Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament

Interested?

Scan here:

‘Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life.
Night and day, He is there. If you really want to grow in love,
come back to the Eucharist, come back to that Adoration.”

— St. Teresa of Calcutta




