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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

his father’s will?

MATTHEW 21:31

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

September 27, 2026
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

Let’'s be honest. We've all done it. We’ve all hit the snooze button on our alarm at least
once. We decided the night before to get up extra early to get ahead of the game, so we set
an alarm. Then we hear the alarm and regret it: “What was | thinking?!” We tap snooze
before we even know it. Or what about signing up for a morning or late-evening gym, Pilates,
Zumba class, etc., and never showing up? I've done that. | signed up for a morning boxing
class to start my day off, and when the alarm woke me up, | stared at it for five seconds,
decided, “Well, | want to sleep more,” and didn’t show up after snoozing it. | couldn’t stick to
the plan because | turned my head back to the sweet temptation of more sleep.

Why do we do that? Because of our concupiscence. We are constantly inclined and
tempted to sin, choosing immediate gratification over what is righteous and holy. Although
concupiscence does not take away our free will, it constantly challenges our capacity to listen
to reason rather than bodily comfort and pleasure. We do need God’s grace to open
ourselves to the desires of the Spirit, against the desire of the flesh. Even in the smallest
manner, we can’t be consistent in desiring what is ultimately good for us. We aren't very good
at fully turning away from the desires of the flesh.

Often, we are tempted to think that the Gospel isn’t talking about us. However, it is! The
Gospel of Christ always comforts those who are afflicted and afflicts those who are too
comfortable in their faith journey. With that, we must reflect on today’s Gospel,
acknowledging that we aren’t too different than the other son who initially said he would work
in the vineyard and never showed up.

Christ says tax collectors and prostitutes (the son who said no but showed up) are
entering the Kingdom of God before the chief priests and elders of the people (the other son
who said yes but never went). He isn’t saying that sins are compatible with the Kingdom of
God but rather teaching us that entering the Kingdom of heaven is the honor reserved for
those who stick to their plan of actually turning away from the desires of the flesh, therefore
never looking back to their old way of life, ceasing to seek pleasure and comfort. How do we
do that? Perhaps it may look as small as learning to stick to our original plan of waking up at
a certain hour without turning our head back to comfort, so we may train ourselves to listen to
our reason more than our bodily desires.

Yes, too often we fail to be consistent and stick to our plan of fully turning away from the
old ways of life. However, that is when we must remember that God’s mercy can never be
exhausted. He created the universe to seem incomprehensible, to convince us of His
greatness in every aspect! He is our good Lord who takes the form of a man, then the form of
a slave, then the form of bread to always avail Himself for our salvation. May all of us, starting
this week, stick to our plan to never leave His side, the way He always sticks to His plan to
save us!

Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
September 20 Week 12 YTD
Collection $17,423 $153,863

2" Collection— Repairs & Maintenance: $2,688
Food Pantry: $819

Two of our expenses this month:

Postage machine lease (quarterly) - $172
Copy machine lease (monthly) - $456

Needed every week: $16,946

Average weekly collection this year:
$12,822

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Coffee & Donuts and A New Ministry
Coffee & Donuts (& bagels too!) is today following
the 10:00am and 11:30am Masses. Join us!

This very popular event unites
us as a parish family, and is
made possible by dedicated
parishioners who help to set up,
serve/replenish, and clean up. c.\-,@
Though hosting responsibilities :
rotate between our various parish ministries, one

of two things typically happens: a particular ministry
often winds up hosting more than others and/or
repeat volunteers are called upon leading to
inevitable burnout. Therefore, in order to keep
Coffee & Donuts running, we are hoping to start a
new hospitality ministry: Martha’s Ministry

(working title).

St. Martha of Bethany is the
patron saint of hospitality.
While Jesus tells us that
Mary chose the better part,
He doesn’t discount
Martha’s efforts in tending
to everyone’s needs. Many
of us identify with Martha on a very personal level
because these are our gifts.

Do you enjoy hosting and entertaining? Would
you like to display these gifts outside of your
home? This ministry is open to both women AND
men of our parish.If you are a Martha at heart and
feel called to join our new ministry, please email
Palma Anton for more information:
panton@olschurch.com

Eucharistic Rosary Congress Returns to OLS
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OCTOBER 6 -
OCTOBER 7, 2026

Come and spend time
with the Lord and
Pray to our HoLg

Mother

24 HOURS OF EUCHARISTIC ADORATION WITH
HOURLY RECITATION OF THE ROSARY

WHERE:

Our Lady of Sorrows, 217 Prospect Street, South Orange

Concludes:
Wednesday, October 7

(Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary) - Benediction at

In Between:
Starts:
Tuesday, October 6

Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament with
recitation of the Holy
Rosary at the top of
each hour

- Mass at 7:00pm

7:00 pm with guest
speaker

wednesday's Guest Speaker: Brother Charbel, CFR, a menmber of the order of the

Congregation of the Friars of the Renewal (Blessed Sacrament Friary, Newark).

For Questions/Contact:
This event is part of the 2026 Archdiocese of rosarycongressols@gmail.com
Newark Diocesan Eucharistic Rosary Congress

where different Parishes in the Diocese are
similarly having Eucharistic Adoration with
recitation of the Holy Rosary. The Diocesan

schedule may be found at https://rcan.org/rosary-

congress-2026/. Details on the national

O]

promotion of the Eucharistic Rosary Congress q.;*;';;q}qx
may be found at https://rosarycongressusa.org/ . Tfnjﬁ" '4;"“’%' 3
@

AL are invited to participate: My Spirit Rejoices in God my Savior!

The Eucharistic Rosary Congress at OLS is 24

hours of Eucharistic Adoration in which the Holy
Rosary is prayed aloud at the top of every hour

without interruption.

Our Rosary Congress will begin with Mass at
7:00pm on Tuesday, October 6" and conclude
with Benediction and a guest speaker at 7pm on
Wednesday, October 7" — the Feast of Our Lady
of the Rosary.

We are seeking people to participate as both
Rosary leaders and/or Adorers for one or two-
hour shifts. If you would like to spend some quiet
time in prayer and reflection before Jesus,
please email: rosarycongressols@gmail.com

“When the Holy Rosary is said well,
it gives Jesus and Mary more glory
and is more meritorious than any
other prayer.”

- Saint Louis de Montfort
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Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiggins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoli@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Palma Anton, Ministerial Associate
panton@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Bereavement Group at OLS

Bereavement Ministry:
A Support Group for Those Grieving

Facilitated by Deacon Walter Wiggins and other
trained facilitators.

If a loved one has passed away, either recently or years ago,
please join us for our series of seven sessions.

Each session includes information, grief support, prayer, and
mutual sharing in a spiritual, confidential setting.

First meeting: Sunday, October 18th, 2026
Our Lady of Sorrows Church
217 Prospect Street, South Orange, NJ 07079
(We will gather in the Lower Church)
1:00-2:30 p.m.
Following the 11:30 a.m. Mass
Refreshments will be served.

Pre-registration is required.

To register or learn more about the Bereavement Ministry, please
complete our brief registration form by scanning the QR code or
contact us using the email address or phone number below.
choiralto18@yahoo.com or 973-517-5966.

To scan the QR code:

Elﬁ' [=]

5.| e - Open your phone’s camera,
point it at the QR code, and

E . tap the link that appears.

Book Donation Bin

Help with Family Mass in October

Summer is officially over, which means that you
might be looking to purge your beach reads and
replace them with some headier fireside content.

Swapping out Elin Hilderbrand for Alice von
Hildebrand? Michael Lewis for C.S. Lewis?
Confessions of a Teenage Drama Queen for
Augustine’s Confessions? We have a bin for you!

Books can be donated if they have the ISBN
barcode on the back. Simply drop them in the

green bin in our parking lot, throw on a cozy Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

sweater and curl up with new content and

charactors. AP OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

Help our fundraising efforts by donating your used books. We have
‘partnered with New Legacy Books by hosting a year-round book

donation bin. The bin s located outside in our parking area and

BOOKS it This October, We Need Help On:

5 New Legacy Books has a company mission to save used and unwanted b h
books. Donated books will be resold to individuals that can give the October 11t
Denate Today! books a new home, at the same time raising funds for our non-profit b h
organization. Ifthe books have seen better days and are deemed no cho er 251’

longer usable, they will be recycled properly rather than ending up in
alandill

Students in K-3: Greet and Welcome Before Mass,
Hand Out Bulletins after Mass

Please note we may only accept books that have an ISBN barcode on
the back cover. Hardcover, paperback and textbooks
are all welcome!

s

We CANNOT accept books that do not have an ISBN barcode. (&
If you have any questions, please contact
www.NewLegacyBaoks.com

Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026
5:30 PM People of the Parish

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
8:00 AM  Delia Earley, Cecilia Isekenegbe and
All Souls in Purgatory
10:00 AM  Dennis Naughton, Sr.
11:30 AM  Luis Sanchez

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026
7:00 AM Donald Detmer
12:00 PM Dennis Mackensie

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2026
7:00 AM  Bridgette O’Brien
12:00 PM  Mary Ellen Rustum

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026
7:00 AM  Andrew Muller
12:00 PM Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —
Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026
7:00 AM  Marilyn Cucciniello
12:00 PM  Anna Jemas

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

7:00 AM Kodi Sattler and children —
Special Intention
12:00 PM Lucille and Michael Caputo

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026
8:30 AM Anna Greydanus — Special Intention
12:00 PM Bob and Christella Fischer

VIGIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026
5:30 PM Richard Inbert

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026

8:00 AM  William Brown
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall

_ Pray for the Departed

Let us remember those who

. “™ have recently passed away at
€. '~ OLS: Dr. John R. Middleton

Eternal rest grant unto John, O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Robert Chmiel,
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack,
Michael Elliot, Nicholas Elliott, George
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Xavier
Hartman, Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi
Hermann, Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy”
Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell,
Neville Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan,
Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche Muscle, Ludgarda
Rosa, Anne Sanchez, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Kathi
Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Stephanie Windsor




FIRST

Attention Parents of All Students Celebrating the Sacraments
of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist This School Year

Parents of all students in the parish who will be celebrating the Sacraments of First Reconciliation
and First Eucharist this year are asked to attend one of two upcoming mandatory First Reconciliation
parent meetings via Zoom. These very important information sessions will provide parents with an
overview of the home-based sacramental preparation program used here at Our Lady of Sorrows. At
least one parent must attend one of the two following meetings:

Thursday afternoon, October 1st at 1:00 - 2:15 pm, via Zoom OR
Thursday evening, October 1st at 7:00 - 8:15 pm, via Zoom

Parent resource materials, student workbooks, review sheets and registration forms will be distributed
in advance of the meetings at CCD and through the OLS School. As per the guidelines of the
Archdiocese of Newark, in order to receive the sacraments this year, your child must have attended a
Catholic school or religious education program in the previous year and be currently enrolled.

All families of our sacramental preparation students should also plan on attending our First
Reconciliation Inscription Mass on Sunday, October 4th at 10:00 am. A First Reconciliation activity
will follow in St. Joseph’s Hall immediately after Mass.

We look forward to helping your children begin the next important step in their sacramental journeys.
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Noll in the Religious Education Department,
973-763-5454 or jnoli@olschurch.com. If your child meets the required criteria and you would like him
or her to be added to our sacraments list for the year, please contact Jen Noll.




We are so Happy to Invite You to
Our Lady of Sorrows Healing Mass

October 17, 2026 — 12:00pm

Our Lady of Sorrows Church
217 Prospect St.

South Orange, N.J. 07079
973-763-5454

This sacrament is administered by a priest who lays his hands on the head of the sick person. He then
anoints the sick person on the forehead and palms of the hands with the oil of the sick, while praying:
“through this holy anointing may the Lord in His love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord Who frees you from your sin save you and raise you up.”

Who can receive this Sacrament?

e Anyone suffering any kind of mental, physical, spiritual or emotional iliness
e Facing serious surgery
e Advanced age

e Anyone in danger of death

**% There will be a special lunch served this year*****
We would really love to have you join us.

Sign-up Deadline: October 12th
(We would be grateful if you could RSVP by the 12th. This

way we can ensure that enough food is ordered)

Names of those attending:

Name and address of contact person:

Phone # of contact person:

Number staying for a light lunch [ ]

Please make sure to indicate if you will be staying for lunch. Only those who indicate that
they will be staying for lunch will receive lunch.

Please note: The area near the baptismal font will be set aside for those who need to have Holy
Communion brought to them. If anyone has a concern just let us know and we will work out a
way to help you. If you have any questions, please contact Sr. Mary Selena at 973-763-5454.




