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         973-763-5454 
       www.olschurch.com 

 

MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 
 

 

  September 21, 2025 

 

             Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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A Message from Fr. Brian 

    

 You may have heard about the clever pastor who was approached by two men who offered him a 
considerable amount of money to do their brother’s funeral. The problem was that the deceased was a 
notorious criminal and his brothers (also notorious criminals) stipulated that in his homily the priest had to 
refer to their deceased brother as a saint! So, on the day of the funeral, the priest said: “This man was a 
drunk. He was a cheat. He was a thief and a crook. But in comparison to his brothers, he was a saint!” 
 
 We definitely have a shortage of saints in today’s readings, but we do have our fair share of rascals 
and scoundrels. In the 1st reading, the prophet Amos thunders against the exploitation of the poor, 
ripping into those people who despise the poor and then make money off of them by cheating them.  
 
 And then we have the Gospel and the parable of the dishonest steward. This is probably the most 
confusing of all the parables. It almost seems as if Jesus is praising a crooked business manager. So 
what’s going on here? Well, we need to know that in Our Lord’s day there were many absentee landlords. 
They would hire a steward or business manager to take care of their farm and their affairs. The central 
character in this parable is such a steward, who made his living off commissions that came from people 
who borrowed various items from the landlord. But the steward was being dishonest in the way he was 
collecting his commissions, taking a bigger share of the profits for himself than his boss knew. 
 
 When the annual audit was done, the dishonesty and mismanagement of the steward became 
obvious. But this steward was shrewd. He got in touch with all the people who had borrowed and gave 
them the wonderful news that since they had been such good customers, he was cutting their bills, in 
some cases by as much as 50%. The steward was eliminating most or all of his commission. It was a 
shady scheme, but in doing things this way, the steward satisfied his master, secured his future and 
everybody was happy.  
 
 Now Jesus doesn’t hold up this dishonest steward as someone whose business practices we should 
admire or imitate. But He does say that we can learn something positive even from a scoundrel. The 
steward used his intelligence and his cleverness to prepare for his future. And that’s what Christ wants us 
to do. Not just in doing business and in conducting our ordinary, everyday affairs, but in building up the 
Kingdom of God and preparing our souls for eternity. Christ wants us to use our wit, our intelligence, our 
abilities, our talents, and our ambition, in His service, and in pursuit of our eternal salvation. So, from this 
story perhaps we could ask ourselves some tough questions today. Questions like:   
 

• Are we putting as much effort into growing in holiness as we put into growing our bank account? 

• Are we striving as hard to ensure our eternal salvation as we strive to amass more wealth? 

• Are we as zealous in providing for needs of the poor as we are in providing for our own needs? 

• Are we as focused on making sure that our children and grandchildren learn their Catholic faith as 
we are focused on their next soccer or basketball game? 

  
These types of questions make us ask ourselves what sort of commitment we’re giving to God, to His 

Church and to our neighbor. Christ is reminding us that it’s critically important for us to grow in holiness, to 
build up the Kingdom of God, to serve our neighbor, and to prepare for that day when we’ll meet Him face 
to face. So that scoundrel of a steward can teach us something after all: to look ahead, not only to what 
we want in this life, but more importantly what awaits us in the next life, and what awaits us in the next life 
will be in part determined by how we use what we are given in this life. 

   
Blessings, 
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    THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

      
   September 14      Week 11              YTD     
  Collection              $11,900        $132,786 
  Budgeted              $12,635        $138,984 

 
Candles - $408 

            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

More Eucharistic Rosary Congress FAQs  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you a last minute prayer planner? 
A new co-hort of our Monday prayer group 
centered on Ignatian spirituality and prayer 
begins again on September 22nd. It is not too 
late to join us at 7:00pm in the lower chapel. 
You do not need to have any previous 
familiarity or experience with Jesuit 
philosophy or Ignatian prayer to participate.  
 
Come with a curiosity and desire to grow 
closer to Jesus and you will be humbled and 
transformed by His love for you.  

 
Thank You! 

A huge thanks to 
EVERYONE who helped 
make our annual Parish 
Picnic such a success:  
Our Knights who hosted; 
our Youth Group who ran 
the games and activities; 
Matt and Rob on guitar 

and vocals; and our very own behind-the-scenes 
magic maker, Colleen McDonald, who coordinated 
everything with incomparable aplomb and wit. 
 

More than 200 parishioners attended! We are so 
blessed to have you as part of the OLS family! 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
frbrianneedles@gmail.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
frlee527@gmail.com 
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
deaconwalt@outlook.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
DeaconSDG@gmail.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
passociate07@gmail.com 
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jennollols@gmail.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
kaiserch@shu.edu 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
olschurchministries@gmail.com 
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
sorrowschurch@gmail.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
olsmusician@gmail.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
charlesnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com 

 
 

Bagels and Coffee and Donuts Next Sunday 
Bagels and Coffee and 
Donuts (oh my!) returns next 
Sunday, September 28th in 
St. Joseph Hall immediately 
following the 10:00am 
(Family Mass) and 11:30am 
Masses.  
 

Our Youth Group will be hosting and, as always, 
there will be a children’s activity.  
 
And, now that it’s Fall, the new school year has 
begun and we’re back in the swing of things, a 
reminder that we will host bagels and coffee and 
donuts after the 10:00 and 11:30 Masses on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of the month unless otherwise 
noted. We bagel of you to join us. You donut want 
to miss it!  

 
A Few Youth Group Reminders 
 

• Freshmen Youth Group begins on 
Sunday, September 21st (tonight if you’re 
reading this at Sunday Mass!) from  
7:30-9:00pm in St. Joseph Hall (lower 
church). Please note: This is a Freshmen 
and Leader ONLY event. 
 

• Youth Group for ALL begins on Sunday, 
September 28th from 7:30-9:00pm in  
St. Joseph Hall. 
 

• There is a mandatory parent meeting for 
incoming Freshmen on Wednesday, October 1st 
at 8:00pm in the upper church.  

 

 
Young Catholic Professionals Event 
Young adults ages 21-35 are invited to attend 
Young Catholic Professionals of North Jersey's 
next executive speaker series event on Thursday, 
September 25th. To register or for more 
information, scan the QR code in the flyer. 
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  VIGIL, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025 
   5:30   PM    Stasia and Walter Borowicz 
 

    SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025  
     8:00 AM   People of the Parish 
   10:00 AM     The Silano Family  
   11:30 AM     Margherita and Antonio Pizzillo 
 

         MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 
    7:00  AM    Eugene Pape 
  12:00  PM    Ben Etienne 
     

 

                                                    TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Edith V. Sontag 
  12:00  PM   Marie Jeanette Georges 

 

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Mary Pantos 
 12:00  PM  Patrick Andre & Chantal Andre 

– Special Intention 
 

      THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Mary Alice Rice 
 12:00  PM  In thanksgiving to the Infant 

Jesus of Prague 

 
 

         FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Jane Cushing 
 12:00  PM  Guillermo Sánchez –  
  22nd Anniversary 
 
 
 

           SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 

   8:30 AM  Delia Early and  
  All Souls in Purgatory 
 12:00 PM  Joseph Lanzl 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 
  5:30   PM  Jean and Theodore Kubilus 
 

                   SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 
    8:00 AM People of the Parish 
  10:00 AM James V. Ruppel 
  11:30 AM Kim Herbert 

 
Pray for the Departed  
Let us remember those who have 
recently passed away  
at OLS: Dennis Quinlan 
 

Eternal rest grant unto Dennis, O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen.   
 
 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one 
or for a special intention. If you would like to 
do so, please call the parish office for more 
information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of  
Jake DeGiacomo, requested by Maggie Bender. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler 
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, 
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel 
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, 
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack, 
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George 
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth 
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, 
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, 
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville 
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate 
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie 
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Catherine Sullivan, 
Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, 
Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward, 
Stephanie Windsor 
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