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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Brian 

  

 Growing up with 5 brothers and sisters, my poor parents often had to hear one of us yelling 
out, “That’s not fair!” It might have happened when one of us received a smaller share of 
something nice. Or if one of us had to do a more difficult household chore. Or if one of us 
received a harsher punishment than the other for the same offense. Or for dozens of other 
reasons. 

 

 Our culture and society believes, correctly, in fair play and in everyone receiving his or her 
due. We believe that hard work, seniority, and experience should be rewarded. We believe in 
rules like “first come, first served.” We believe that everyone should be treated impartially and that 
nobody should receive undue favorable treatment. We believe in equal treatment under the law. 
This is why this Sunday’s readings might be difficult for us to grasp with an open heart. Our sense 
of justice might even be offended. The readings demonstrate a real contrast between the human 
sense of justice and fairness and the absolutely extravagant grace of a merciful and 
compassionate God who exercises His own form of justice. You see, God rewards us, not in the 
measure of what we do, but according to our need and His good will. 
 

 In the Gospel, we hear the parable of the workers in the vineyard. Jesus tells us that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a landowner who goes out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. He rounds up a group at dawn and agrees to pay them the usual daily wage. He does 
the same at 9:00am, Noon, 3:00pm, and at 5:00pm. Justice would seem to demand that the ones 
who worked more hours would receive more payment. But that’s not what happened. Instead, 
every worker received the same amount. Our first instinct is to yell out, “That’s not fair!” But this 
parable isn’t about just labor laws or fair wages. If God treated us justly, as we truly deserve, 
none of us would be rewarded. We have all been unfaithful to God in so many ways. But God is 
generous and in His sense of justice, we all receive a full day’s pay, even though we have not 
earned it.  
 

 So, how do we respond to the unmerited blessings of God? While we cannot pay back all 
that God has given us and does for us, we can all show our gratitude to Him for His generosity in 
gracing us in so many ways. One of the ways we can do this is by a nightly examination of 
conscience. When I was in seminary, my spiritual director wrote out directions for me on how to 
do this and all these years later I still have those directions. This examination includes thanking 
God for the gifts and blessings of the day. I gladly share this examination of conscience with you 
now: 

 

1. Invoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit, asking for light, self-knowledge, honesty and the strength to be demanding with myself. 

2. In God’s presence, recognize that I am a creature before his or her Creator, a son or daughter before the Father, a sinner in 

need of God’s grace and mercy. 

3. Slowly go over the gifts and graces of the day, both general and specific, in order to thank God as He deserves, recognizing that 
everything comes from His hand with infinite love. 

4. How have I responded to God’s abundant love today? 

• Speaking with Him in prayer 
• Adherence to His holy will 
• Substantial humility with dependence on Him 
• Trusting confidence in His love 
• Enthusiastic dedication to my duties/obligations 
• Openness to sacrifice out of love for Him 
5. Particular points of examination. 

6. Thank God for victories and progress; humbly ask forgiveness for my failure and infidelities; make a firm purpose of amending 

my life. 
 

 As we meditate on the way that God has graced us, we should conclude that, indeed, that’s 
“not fair.” Instead, it’s love. 

Blessings, 

 
 

 

 
 



               
 

 

    THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  

          OUR PARISHIONERS    
           

 September 13       Week 11                  YTD 
 Collection              $13,811            $136,440 
 

2nd Collection – Catholic Univ. of America 
$1,978 

 
One of our largest expenses this month: 

 

Medical Insurance & Pension (monthly) - 
$6,303 

           --------------------------------------------- 
Needed every week: $16,946       

               
           

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Sacramental Prep Information 
Attention Parents of All Students Celebrating 
the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and 
First Eucharist This School Year 

 

Parents of all students in the 
parish who will be celebrating the 
Sacraments of First Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist this year are 
asked to attend one of two 
upcoming mandatory First 
Reconciliation parent meetings via 
Zoom. These very important 
information sessions will provide 
parents with an overview of the 

home-based sacramental preparation program 
used here at Our Lady of Sorrows.  
 

At least one parent must attend one of the two 
following meetings via Zoom: 

 

Thursday afternoon, October 1st at 1:00 - 2:15pm 

OR 

Thursday evening, October 1st at 7:00 - 8:15pm 
 

Parent resource materials, student workbooks, 
review sheets and registration forms will be 
distributed in advance of the meetings at CCD and 
through the OLS School. As per the guidelines of 
the Archdiocese of Newark, in order to receive the 
sacraments this year, your child must have 
attended a Catholic school or religious education 
program in the previous year and be currently 
enrolled.  
 

All families of our sacramental preparation students 
should also plan on attending our First  
Reconciliation Inscription Mass on Sunday, October 
4th at 10:00am. A First Reconciliation activity will 
follow in St. Joseph’s Hall immediately after Mass. 
 

 
We look forward to helping your children begin the 
next important step in their sacramental journeys.  
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Noll 
in the Religious Education Dept. (973) 763-5454 or 
jnoll@olschurch.com.  
 

If your child meets the required criteria and you 
would like him or her to be added to our sacraments 
list for the year, please contact Jen Noll. 
 

Happy Catechetical Sunday! 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
designated the third Sunday in September 
as Catechetical Sunday. 
 

On Catechetical Sunday, 
the Church gives special 
thanks for all those who 
share the Catholic faith with 
others and invites us to pray 
for those entrusted with the 
important ministry of 
passing on the Good News. 
This year’s theme comes 
from Jesus’ proclamation of 
His own mission: anointed 

by the Holy Spirit, He was sent to bring hope, 
healing, freedom, and God’s mercy - especially to 
the poor, the brokenhearted, and those who are 
forgotten. This mission belongs to the whole 
Church. Every time we teach a child to pray, help a 
young person understand the Gospel, or simply 
show someone the love and mercy of Christ, we 
continue the work Jesus began. 
 

Please join us in praying especially for the 
teachers of OLS School and the 24 men and 
women who have graciously volunteered as 
catechists in our OLS CCD program this year. 
Through their generosity, patience, and love, they 
help bring the Good News to the children of our 
parish. May the Holy Spirit strengthen and guide 
them as they serve, and may their witness help our 
children come to know the joy of belonging to 
Christ. 
 

Loving Father, we pray today for our catechists. We thank you for their gift of 
ministry in your Church. Grant them your wisdom that they may grow in the 

understanding and teaching of your Word. Grant them also your love that they 
may be fruitful heralds of your Word and lead others to love you. 

 

Pour forth your Holy Spirit upon them to grant them wisdom about what is 
important; knowledge of the truths of faith; understanding of their meaning; 

right judgement about how to apply them in life; courage to persevere even in 
the face of adversity; reverence before all that is sacred and holy; and that 
loving zeal which leads others to a transforming encounter with your Son. 

 

We pray this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Palma Anton, Ministerial Associate 
panton@olschurch.com 
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Servite Domino in Laetitia 
Say what? Translated from Latin, it means,  
Serve the Lord in joy – a motto and maxim 
associated with altar servers. Would your child 
like to share in this joy?  
 
We are in need of altar servers. If your son or 
daughter has received their First Communion, 
then they are eligible to serve. Fr. Andrew 
conducts the training and oversees the altar 
servers. Please reach out to him if interested: 
alee@olschurch.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Always remember: the altar server is not simply 'someone 
who helps the priest.' You are also a witness of Jesus, 
especially to those your age." – Pope Francis 
 

 
Eucharistic Rosary Congress Returns to OLS 

The Eucharistic Rosary 
Congress at OLS is 24 hours of 
Eucharistic Adoration in which 
the Holy Rosary is prayed 
aloud at the top of every hour 
without interruption.  

Our Rosary Congress will begin with Mass at 
7pm on Tuesday, October 6th and conclude with 
Benediction and a guest speaker at 7pm on 
Wednesday, October 7th – the Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary. See flyer on the last page of the 
bulletin for details. 
 
We are seeking people to 
participate as both Rosary leaders 
and/or Adorers for one or two-hour 
shifts. If you would like to spend 
some quiet time in prayer and 
reflection before Jesus,  
please email: 
rosarycongressols@gmail.com 
 
Family Promise Returns to OLS 

We will once again be working  
with Family Promise of Essex 
County www.fpessexnj.org 
to support families experiencing 
homelessness. We need 
volunteers to prepare meal(s)  

as well as provide groceries for several families.  
 

There are sign-up sheets in the church vestibule 
for volunteer roles as well as an option to donate 
gifts cards. Questions? Contact Anna Nelson: 
(973) 477-9546 or annanelson202@gmail.com 
 

Is your little one always singing? 
Sign them up for choir! Our St. Cecilia Singers 
welcome children in grades 3-8; Youth Choir is 
open to youth in grades 9-12. If interested, email 
Preston Dibble: pdibble@olschurch.com 
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VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026    
     5:30 PM  Christiana Oshogwe and  
                      All Souls in Purgatory 

 
 

     SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 
     8:00 AM  Ben Etienne 
   10:00 AM  John Robert Tuthill 
   11:30 AM  People of the Parish 
 

      

      MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 
    7:00  AM   Geraldine Fernand 
  12:00  PM   Agnes Marshall 

           

      
 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2026                            
    7:00  AM   Anna Greydanus – Special Intention 
  12:00  PM   Ann Turalski – Special Intention 

      
 

         WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 

   7:00  AM   Marie Jeanette Georges 
  12:00 PM   Joseph Lanzl 
 

 

    THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 
    7:00 AM   A Special Intention 
  12:00 PM   Patrick Andre and Chantal Andre – 
  Special Intention 
 

    FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Joan Sauer 
  12:00 PM  Ferando Guerrero 
     
             

          SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 

   8:30 AM   Guillermo Sanchez – 23rd Anniversary 
 12:00 PM   Declan Henry Reindl Carter 
  

 

 

              VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026   
   5:30 PM      People of the Parish 

               

              SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 
     8:00 AM     Delia Earley, Cecilia Isekenegbe and 
   All Souls in Purgatory 
   10:00 AM   Dennis Naughton Sr. 
   11:30 AM  Luis Sanchez 

 
  

  Pray for the Departed 
Let us remember those who 
have recently passed away at 
OLS: Robert Chmiel 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto Robert, O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen 
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or  
for a special intention. If you would like to do so, 
please call the Parish office for more information.  

  

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr., 
Norma Gonzalez, Xavier Hartman, Beth Hebron, 
Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma 
Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth 
Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan 
More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen 
Roche Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Anne Sanchez, 
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, 
Donna T., Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, 
Stephanie Windsor

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



               
 

 



               
 

 


