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         973-763-5454 
       www.olschurch.com 

 

MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 
 

 

  September 14, 2025 

 

             Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

http://www.olschurch.com/
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A Message from Fr. Brian 

    

 We celebrate today what Pope St. John Paul II called 
THE symbol of Christianity. Most of us mark ourselves with 
it upon entering the Church. We begin Mass with it. We end 
Mass with it. We begin almost every time of prayer with it. 
Probably every one of our bedrooms or dining rooms has 
one in it. Together with the Tabernacle, it is the center and 
focal point of every Catholic Church. We’re talking about 
the Cross. Let us meditate upon the Cross and the word we 
use in today’s Feast – Exaltation. Let us exalt that God has 
loved us so much that He allowed His Son to suffer and die 
on the Cross for our salvation.  
 
 Jesus wasn’t the only one who suffered because of the 
Cross that He hung upon on Good Friday. Mary too was 
there and her heart was broken by the sight of watching her 
son die on the Cross. Tomorrow’s Feast of Our Lady of 
Sorrows follows upon today’s Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Cross. That is wholly appropriate because her life is so 
connected with that Cross. The church’s calendar is full of 
many feasts dedicated to Our Lady: the Immaculate 
Conception, the Assumption, Mary as Mother of God, the 
Holy Name of Mary, and so many others. Those holy days 
can be abstract and hard to grasp. But not the Feast of our 
Lady of Sorrows. This is one feast that brings Mary directly 
into our own human experience. It reminds us that this most 
blessed of women is, first and foremost, a woman. She is 
one of us: a teenager, a wife, a widow, a mother. And she 
suffered the most painful heartbreak, the most agonizing 
sorrow, a mother can possibly know: the death of her child.  

 

 Imagine the sword of sorrow that pierced Mary’s Immaculate Heart as she watched the One to 
whom she gave life…surrender His own life. Imagine the pain she experienced as she stood 
there. But her strength is even more powerful than her sorrow. One of the ancient hymns we sing 
when we pray the Stations of the Cross during Lent is “Stabat Mater Dolorosa.” Roughly translated, it 
means “the Sorrowful Mother was standing.” The hymn begins with the words, “At the cross her 
station keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping.” When we hear it during Lent, I’m always struck 
by the strength in that image. Mary didn’t collapse. Or weaken. She stood. For hours. Just to be there 
for her Son. And she is there, too, for us. The woman who stood at the foot of the Cross stands with 
us, in the sorrows of our life. She stands with all of us who have felt frightened or alone or anxious. 
Mary knows those feelings. And when it mattered most, she didn’t bend. She stood. 
 
 We are blessed to have this parish church named after our Mother Mary. In 1889, 136 years ago, 
our beloved parish was created. The first church was much smaller than our present church. But by 
God’s grace, and Mary’s intercession, and plenty of sacrifice and prayer, that small, pretty church has 
grown into our beautiful house of worship. It is a true landmark and a beacon in South Orange. It is 
a symbol of faith. And it is a constant source of renewal and hope. 
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 In our church - our sacred space - we come to pray over all the hurts in the human heart: the job 
that was lost; the house that was foreclosed on; the positive biopsy result; the argument that drove 
two people apart; the death of a loved one. And so within the walls of our church, we come 
for assurance, for hope, for grace. And it’s also in our church where new life has 
begun: Weddings, First Communions, Confirmations, Baptisms. Boundless hope has been affirmed 
within the walls of our church. 
 
 And through it all, Mary our Mother has been with us, guiding us, interceding for us, loving us, 
standing with us. She never, ever forgets us or has us outside her maternal gaze. In the beautiful 
prayer called the Memorare, we pray: Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was left 
unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To thee do I 
come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my 
petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 
 
 St. Bernard of Clairvaux wrote: “While she holds your hand, you cannot fall; under her protection 
you have nothing to fear; if she walks before you, you shall not grow weary; if she shows you favor, 
you shall reach the goal.” As we celebrate our parish feast day this Monday, let’s never forget 
that God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son. And He loved us so much, He also gave 
us Mary as a Mother. 
 

Happy Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross and Happy Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows! 
 

          Feast days blessings, 
 
 
 

   

An Important Update from Fr. Brian 
 

Dear friends,  
 

As I noted in last Sunday’s bulletin, I was scheduled to have open heart 
bypass surgery on Thursday, September 11th. My surgeon called me on 
Tuesday to tell me that in the pre-surgical meeting he had with his team 
and my cardiologist, that having reviewed all the tests (angiogram, 
echocardiogram, nuclear stress test, etc.), they believe that at this time I 
will benefit more from a 2nd stent rather than open heart surgery. So, as 
of now, I won’t be having surgery!  
 

 
The date of the stent procedure is to be determined. I’m very relieved that I’ll only have a 3-to-4-day 
recovery from the stent procedure and not the 6-week recovery (and time away from the parish!) that 
I would have had from open heart surgery. 
 
Thank you for the many prayers that have been offered for me. I believe those prayers have now 
been answered and that I have received a 2nd miracle (the first miracle was being brought back to life 
after my heart stopped beating for 7 minutes on June 4th).  I now look forward to seeing all of you at 
the parish picnic! 
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    THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

      
     September 7     Week 10              YTD     
    Collection           $14,471        $120,886 
    Budgeted           $12,635        $126,349 
 
2nd Collection – Catholic University of America 

$1,574 
            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Fall Prayer Group Opportunity 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Friendly Reminder 
To receive a Sponsor Certificate for Baptism 
or Confirmation, you must be registered in the 
parish for a minimum of six months. Sponsor 
Certificates indicate that the individual is a 
registered parishioner and a practicing 
Catholic who has received the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.    
 
 
 

Youth Group Reminders 

 

Young Catholic Professionals Event 
Young adults ages 21-35 are invited to attend 
Young Catholic Professionals of North Jersey's 
next executive speaker series event on Thursday, 
September 25th. To register or for more 
information, scan the QR code in the flyer. 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
frbrianneedles@gmail.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
frlee527@gmail.com 
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
deaconwalt@outlook.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
DeaconSDG@gmail.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
passociate07@gmail.com 
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jennollols@gmail.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
kaiserch@shu.edu 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
olschurchministries@gmail.com 
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
sorrowschurch@gmail.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
olsmusician@gmail.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
charlesnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com 

 
 

Community Rosary Wednesdays 
A reminder that our 
Community Rosary is every 
Wednesday directly following 
the conclusion of the Noon 
Mass at approximately 
12:40pm.  
 

 
2026 Mass Intentions  

The 2026 Mass book is now 
open. You have several options  
to request a Mass:  
1. Call the parish office at  
(973) 763-5454. 2. Visit us in 
person Monday through Friday 
from 9:30am – 4:00pm.  

3. Scan the QR code. 4. Complete Mass 
request form online: www.olschurch.com  

 
Eucharistic Rosary Congress  
OLS is once again participating in The Worldwide 
Eucharistic Rosary Congress beginning after the 
7pm Mass on Tuesday, October 7th (the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary) and concluding with the 
7pm Mass on Wednesday, October 8th.  

Questions? See FAQs below for answers or scan 
the QR codes for more info.  

mailto:frbrianneedles@gmail.com
mailto:frlee527@gmail.com
mailto:deaconwalt@outlook.com
mailto:DeaconSDG@gmail.com
mailto:principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
mailto:passociate07@gmail.com
mailto:jennollols@gmail.com
mailto:kaiserch@shu.edu
mailto:olschurchministries@gmail.com
mailto:sorrowschurch@gmail.com
mailto:olsmusician@gmail.com
mailto:karlene@thenurseryatols.org
mailto:charlesnoun@olschurch.com
mailto:marybeth.olschurch@gmail.com
http://www.olschurch.com/
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 VIGIL, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2025 
   5:30   PM    Mario Inguaggiato 
 

    SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025  
     8:00 AM   People of the Parish 
   10:00 AM     Evelyn Trapp 
   11:30 AM     Esther Joseph 
 

         MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2025 
    7:00  AM    Patricia and Emil Neu 
    9:30  AM  OLS School Mass –  
  John Barry Zilmer –  
  Special Intention 
  12:00  PM    Max Philip Goldstein 
    7:00  PM   People of the Parish 
     

 

                                                    TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Edward Silliere 
  12:00  PM   Peter Brady 

 

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Carole Eggert 
 12:00  PM  Robert E. Antinozzi –  
  Special Intention 
 

      THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Maurice Mathelier and    

 Deceased Members of the   
 Mathelier Family 

 12:00  PM  Michael McDonough –  
  10th Anniversary 

 
 

         FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2025 
   7:00  AM  Menuau Mars 
 12:00  PM  Menuau Mars 
 
 
 

           SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025 

   8:30 AM  Jane Cushing 
 12:00 PM  Caroline Knauss 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025 
  5:30   PM  Stasia and Walter Borowicz 
 

                   SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 
    8:00 AM People of the Parish 
  10:00 AM The Silano Family 
  11:30 AM Margherita and Antonio Pizzillo 

 
  Pray for the Departed  

Let us remember those who have 
recently passed away  
at OLS: Catherine Sullivan 
 
Eternal rest grant unto Catherine, 

O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. 
Amen.   
 
 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one 
or for a special intention. If you would like to 
do so, please call the parish office for more 
information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of  
Jane Cushing, requested by Lynn Bryce. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler 
Joseph Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, 
Patricia Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel 
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, 
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack, 
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George 
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth 
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, 
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, 
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville 
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate 
Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie 
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane 
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. 
Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



7 
 

 
 

 


