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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Andrew 

  

 During my 2019 pilgrimage to the Holy Land as a seminarian, we visited the Jordan 
River, Masada, and the Judean Wilderness in southern Israel, where scholars speculate 
Jesus spent 40 days before His public ministry. Towards the end of the day’s itinerary, we 
stopped at the Dead Sea. We enjoyed the fun experience of floating in that sea. You don’t 
need to know how to swim to float in the Dead Sea because of its extreme salinity, which is 
about 10 times saltier than the ocean. Your body will automatically float.  
  

 As the name “Dead Sea” indicates, we learned that no fish or plants live in the Dead Sea. 
Even if fish from nearby water streams enter the Dead Sea, they die immediately. Why is the 
Dead Sea so salty to the point of never allowing any fish to live in it? Because it is an 
endorheic, landlocked lake with no outlet. No water escapes except through evaporation, 
which leaves the minerals and salts in the water. It constantly receives fresh water from the 
Jordan River but does not let any water flow out to the oceans. Therefore, the tiny amounts of 
salt carried by the water accumulated over thousands of years, led to today's salinity.  
 

 The paradox is interesting. The Jordan River is the life-giving water that baptized our 
Lord. The same water that embraced our Lord’s body flows into the Dead Sea. However, it 
does nothing to let it flourish with life. Why is that the case? As mentioned, not because of the 
water flowing into it, but because the Dead Sea refuses to let any water flow out of it. There is 
another sea that receives its water from the Jordan River: The Sea of Galilee, where the first 
apostles fished and were called to become the life-giving fishers of men. The Sea of Galilee 
is full of life. How come? Because it lends its water back to its source, the Jordan River. 

 

 Today’s Gospel talks about the fate of the unforgiving servant, who received forgiveness 
from his master. He was first forgiven the amount of debt he couldn’t repay, then went to 
demand that his fellow servant pay back the money he lent him by seizing him. This 
unforgiving servant is just like the Dead Sea, which knows only to receive by refusing to 
share what it received: mercy.  
 

 Friends, every time we go to confession with a sincere heart, God never refuses to 
forgive any sins, both big and small. That is precisely because He is love and mercy. 
However, our merciful God demands that we live a reciprocal life by freely sharing what He 
freely gave us: His forgiveness. The Jordan River freely lends itself to both bodies of water, 
the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. One became the place where life sprang out and 
where the first Pope was called, while the other became the place of the destitute. One lets 
itself flow out; the other does not. Today’s Gospel poses one question to each of us: what will 
you and I become? Will we become like the Sea of Galilee, the spring of living water, or the 
Dead Sea, the water of death?  
 

 All of us Christians share the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan and receive His mercy 
gushing from His pierced heart. If we forgive, we share life; if we don’t, we not only lose it, but 
also cause others to lose it. As we strive to become people who forgive because we are 
forgiven, let us start this week praying for those who have wronged us in the past. May the 
forgiveness we receive and give out render this world a place of reconciliation. We’ve done 
enough complaining about this world being filled with divisions. If we are to change the world, 
we ought to first live what we believe. Let’s reflect upon one of the final words of Jesus as He 
was dying on the Cross: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
 

Blessings, 
 
 

 
 



               
 

 

    THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  

          OUR PARISHIONERS    
           

 September 6         Week 10                  YTD 
 Collection              $11,742            $122,629 
 

Two of our expenses this month: 
 

Utilities (PSE&G) - $5,029 
Groundskeeping - $1,540 

           --------------------------------------------- 
Needed every week: $16,946       

               
           

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Patronal Feast Day 
September 15th is the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows 
– our patronal feast day. We will have four Masses:  
7:00am, 9:30am (School Mass - all are welcome), 
Noon and 7:00pm 

 

The roots of this memorial can be traced back to the New 

Testament, but the memorial wasn’t celebrated as a universal 

feast of the Church until 1814. Prior to that, devotion to Our 

Lady of Sorrows first emerged during local celebrations 

around the Mediterranean in the eleventh century…In the late 

thirteenth century, the traditional prayer, Stabat 

Mater (Standing Mother), was composed and quickly became 

well known. This prayer emphasizes the deep sorrow in 

Mary’s Heart as she stood before the Cross with tremendous 

strength and motherly compassion for her Son. 

 

Traditionally, the Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 

commemorates the seven sorrows in the Heart of Mary as 

recorded in Scripture: 

 

1. The prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:33–35) 

2. The flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13–15) 

3. Loss of the Child Jesus for three days 

(Luke 2:41–50) 

4. Mary meets Jesus on His way to Calvary    

(Luke 23:27–31; John 19:17) 

5. Crucifixion and Death of Jesus (John 19:25–30) 

6. The body of Jesus being taken from the Cross  

(Luke 23:50–54; John 19:31–37) 

7. The burial of Jesus (Isaiah 53:8–9; Luke 23:50–

56; John 19:38–42; Mark 15:40–47) 
 

- Above taken from mycatholiclife.com 
 
 
 

 
Our Lady of Sorrows, 

Pray for Us! 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Group News 

Welcome back and welcome 
to newcomers! We are all 
excited to begin the 2026-
2027 Youth Group Year.  

 

It’s shaping up to be an 
exciting one, and we look 
forward to your involvement. 
Questions? Email:  

Colleen McDonald cmcdonald@olschurch.com OR 
Chris Kaiser ckaiser@olschurch.com 

 

Please note the following key dates:  

❖ Our first leadership opportunity is our Parish 
Picnic next Sunday, September 20th from 
12:30- 4:30. Leaders - save the date!             

 

❖ Mandatory parent meeting for incoming 
Freshmen on Wednesday, September 30th 
at 8:00pm in the Upper Church.  

 
❖ Youth Group for everyone begins on 

Sunday, October 4th in St. Joseph’s Hall 
(lower church) from 7:30-9:00pm. 

 

 

Please bring your openness and excitement for 
developing a closer relationship with Christ! 

 

 

Do you have a songbird in your family? 
Encourage them to sign up for choir! For more 
information about joining our Parish Choir or  
St. Cecilia Singers for children in grades 3-8, email 
Preston Dibble: pdibble@olschurch.com 

 
 
 
 
 

https://ref.ly/Luke%202.33%E2%80%9335;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%202.13%E2%80%9315;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%202.41%E2%80%9350;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%2023.27%E2%80%9331;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2019.17;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2019.25%E2%80%9330;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%2023.50%E2%80%9354;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2019.31%E2%80%9337;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%2053.8%E2%80%939;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%2023.50%E2%80%9356;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%2023.50%E2%80%9356;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2019.38%E2%80%9342;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mark%2015.40%E2%80%9347;rsvce?t=biblia
mailto:cmcdonald@olschurch.com
mailto:ckaiser@olschurch.com
mailto:pdibble@olschurch.com


               
 

 

Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Palma Anton, Ministerial Associate 
panton@olschurch.com 
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Coffee and Donuts TODAY! 
A reminder that our first coffee and donuts 
(and bagels too!) returns today (9/13) after the 
Family Mass at 10 and 11:30am Masses. 
Unless otherwise noted, C&D is on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month.  
 
If you would like to contribute to keep Coffee 
& Donuts running, please scan the QR code 
in the flyer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Family Promise Returns to OLS 

We will once again be working  
with Family Promise of Essex 
County (www.fpessexnj.org) to 
support families experiencing 
homelessness. We need 
volunteers to prepare meal(s)  

as well as provide groceries for several families.  
 
Meals and grocery items will need to be brought to  
the lower church (4th St. entrance) the evening of  
Monday, October 12th or the morning of Tuesday,  
October 13th. They will then be delivered to the  
Family Promise office on October 13th.   
 
Volunteer roles include: 

• Cooks to prepare part of a meal.  
You’ll be contacted about the part of the meal to prepare 
and the size of the family. 

• Shoppers to provide requested grocery items.  
You’ll be contacted about the list of items to provide. 

• Volunteers to accept/store meals & groceries.  
Monday evening (10/12) or Tuesday morning (10/13) 

 

Starting next weekend (September 19/20), we will 
have sign-up sheets in the church vestibule for 
these roles. Another option is to donate a gift card 
for the families. A sign-up sheet for specific gift 
cards to donate will be available as well. 
 
Questions? Contact Anna Nelson: (973) 477-9546 
or annanelson202@gmail.com 

 

Mondays in Manresa 
Our fall cohort begins next Monday, September 21st. 
Email Susan Johnston to register: 
sjohnston522@gmail.com 

mailto:bneedles@olschurch.com
mailto:wwiggins@olschurch.com
mailto:sgreydanus@olschurch.com
mailto:principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
mailto:ckaiser@olschurch.com
mailto:cnoun@olschurch.com
mailto:mzurat@olschurch.com
http://www.fpessexnj.org/
mailto:annanelson202@gmail.com
mailto:sjohnston522@gmail.com


               
 

         
 
  
 
 

VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026    
     5:30 PM  Mario Inguaggiato 
 
 

     SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 
     8:00 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family –  
  Special Intention and 
  All Souls in Purgatory 
   10:00 AM  People of the Parish 
   11:30 AM  Cecilia and Peter Durning 
 

      

      MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 
    7:00  AM   Edward Silliere 
  12:00  PM   Stanley and Mary Milewski 

        
   

      

 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2026                            
    7:00  AM   Mary Reilly 
     9:30 AM  Our Lady of Sorrows School Mass 
  12:00  PM   Jane Cushing 
     7:00 PM  OLS Feast Day Mass –  
   People of the Parish 
 

            WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 

   7:00  AM   Fernando Guerrero 
  12:00 PM   Stephanie Sonnick – Special Intention 
 
 

    THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Carole Eggert 
  12:00 PM   Martin Lavelle 
 

    FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Raffaele Magliaro 
  12:00 PM  The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
      
             

          SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 

   8:30 AM   Margherita and Antonio Pizzillo 
 12:00 PM   Cesar Dario Munoz Pena 
  

 

 

              VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026   
   5:30 PM      Christiana Oshogwe and  
                   All Souls in Purgatory 

               

              SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 
     8:00 AM     Ben Etienne 
   10:00 AM   John Robert Tuthill 
   11:30 AM  People of the Parish 

 
  

  Pray for the Departed 
Let us remember our deceased 
loved ones in our prayers.              
 
St. Paul of the Cross wrote,  
“If, during life, we have been kind 

to the suffering souls in purgatory, God will see 
that help be not denied us after death.”    
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or  
for a special intention.  
 
This week’s candle is in memory of Deceased 
Members of the The Audain Family requested by 
The Audain Family. 
 

  

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,  
Norma Gonzalez, Xavier Hartman, Beth Hebron, 
Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma 
Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth 
Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan 
More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen 
Roche Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Anne Sanchez, 
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, 
Donna T., Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, 
Stephanie Windsor

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



               
 

 



               
 

 


