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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

August 30, 2026
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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When Little Hearts Ask Big Questions

Children are naturally curious. They ask why? and how? and what if? They want to know
how long a minute is, why the sky changes color, and what if they could fly to the moon.
Summer is a wonderful time to encourage that curiosity with camps, family outings to
museums and zoos, and all the little adventures that give children opportunities to discover
something new.

But as September approaches and we begin a new catechetical year, perhaps it is time
to turn our attention to some of the “big” questions: the whys, hows, and what ifs that go
beyond the world we can see and touch. Why are we here? How do we know God loves us?
What happens when we pray? Why do we go to Mass? What does it mean to forgive? What
happens after we die? These are questions of faith, and children have an incredible capacity
to wonder about them.

This Sunday, the Church gives us a beautiful refrain to describe that innate longing: “My
soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.”

Every human heart thirsts for something more: for meaning, purpose, belonging, and
love. Children may not have the words to describe that thirst, but they have an extraordinary
openness to mystery. They can sense that there is more to life than what we can see,
measure, or explain. Religious education helps give that sense of wonder a home.

Jesus himself understood the spiritual openness of children. When others tried to keep
them from him, he said, “Let the little children come to me.” Through our OLS CCD program,
we have the privilege of helping approximately 185 children and their families do exactly that:
come to know Jesus, encounter his love, and discover what it means to follow him. We are
blessed by about 25 dedicated catechists who generously share their time, faith, and love
with their students. Together, we grow in faith, celebrate God’s presence in the liturgy and
Sacraments, learn to live as disciples, and become more active members of the Church.

Our goal is not, however, simply to teach children about God. It is to help them know
God, love Him, recognize His presence in their lives, and understand that they are part of a
Church family called to live out and share the Gospel with those they encounter each day.

If you have a child in Grades 1-8 who does not attend a Catholic school and is not
currently enrolled in religious education, we would love to welcome your family to OLS CCD!
Please see the accompanying flyer for program details and registration information.

Parents, you know your children better than anyone. You know what makes them
wonder, what frightens them, and what gives them joy. So when you hear the words, “My
soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God,” consider that they are likely describing your child’s
deep longing, too: a thirst for something greater, something lasting, something that cannot be
found on a screen, through a sport, or in any human relationship.

You love your children in a way that reflects the love Christ has for them. So give them
the opportunity to know the One who knew them before you ever held them in your arms and
whose love is deeper than we can imagine. Give them a place to ask the big questions. Give
them the language of faith to understand the longings of their hearts. Give them the gift of
knowing Jesus.

Jen Noll
Catechetical Coordinator




THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
Auqust 16 Week 7 YTD
Collection $10,150 $86,849

Second Collection: Solidary Fund for the
Church in Africa — $1,870

Week 8 YTD
$11,924 $98,773

Auqust 23
Collection

Two of our largest expenses this month:

Assessment - $11,684
Utilities (PSE&G) - $4,901

Needed every week: $16,946

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Mondays in Manresa

Since the summer of 2023, groups of OLS
parishioners have been meeting to deepen
their prayer life through The Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. Though not
physical exercises in nature, these
“calisthenics for the soul” have helped dozens
here at OLS and millions across the world
grow closer to God in their daily lives—here
and now.

Join us this fall as a new cohort begins.
See flyer for details.

JOIN OUR GROWING
MANRESA COMMUNITY!

Ten Weeks
with
St. Ignatius

THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES OF ST. IGNATIUS
LOYOLA HAVE HELPED CATHOLICS DISCOVER

OR DEEPEN THEIR PRAYER LIVES FOR OVER
500 YEARS. JOIN OUR GUIDED COMMUNITY
ON MONDAY NIGHTS THIS FALL AND
TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE OF FAITH THROUGH
THIS POWERFUL TRADITION OF PRAYER.

Space is Limited!

To find out more or sign up
contact Susan Johnston
by September 20th

sjohnston522@gmail.com
Text or Call: 862.307.2159

Knights (k)News

Our Knights of Columbus Council 4066 supports
Franciscan Charities in Newark and urges
parishioners either to participate in their 5K
fundraiser on Saturday, September 12t in South
Mountain Reservation or to consider making a
donation.

Since 2004, Franciscan Charities has served the
disadvantaged of the Central Ward in Newark by
providing diapers, winter coats, school supplies,
backpacks, and personal hygiene items as well as
over 1 million meals!

Registration is required. For more information, scan
the QR in the flyer or visit their website:
www.franciscancharitiesinc.org

Registration begins 8 AM in the Pavilion
: Sk run at 9 AM & walk at 10 AM
§ To donate: www.franciscancharitiesinc.org

September 12, 2026
South Mountain Reservation

And we’re back!

Though summer doesn’t officially end until the
autumnal equinox on 9/22, our summer office
hours end next week. The Parish Office will now
be open again on Fridays from 9:30am to 4pm
beginning September 11",

Oh, and one more thing: Coffee &
—= Donuts is back too! Join us after the
10:00am and 11:30am Masses on

@_,- Sunday, September 13,

Want to ensure we have enough for everyone?
Scan here to donut, er, we mean donate!



http://www.franciscancharitiesinc.org/

Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiggins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoli@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Palma Anton, Ministerial Associate
panton@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Raise your voices!

Is God calling you to take your talents beyond
singing in the shower? Reach out to our music
director, Preston Dibble to join the choir this fall:

pdibble@olschurch.com

PARISH CHOIR WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

The OLS Parish Choir
welcomes new members
this Fall. Singers of all ages
and skills are welcome -
most especially

men and altos!

Psalm 95:1
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
lel us make a joylul noise to the
rock of our salvation!

Upcoming Rosary Society Meeting

' When we pray the Rosary
together, it becomes a powerful
instrument in Our Lady’s hands.

OLS’ Rosary Society meets on the 2nd Wednesday
of each month to publicly share this beautiful
devotion, joining in prayer and then enjoying
fellowship with one another.

We warmly invite you to be part of our shared
spiritual journey (no matter where you are on
your own path) on Wednesday, September 9th
at 7pm in the Lower Church.

If you’ve never prayed the Rosary before, you
are especially welcome. This is a wonderful
opportunity to learn and meet fellow parishioners
in a supportive and friendly setting. If you have
any questions, email Kathy Shelffo at
kshelffo@olschurch.com

"If you say the Holy Rosary every day, with a spirit of
faith and love, our Lady will make sure she leads you
very far along her Son's path."

- St. Josemaria Escriva

RCAN September Event Reminders
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aturday, September 12, ~ 1:30-4: .m.
Vst i THE CROSS

Archdiocesan Pastoral Center, 171 Clifton Ave., Newark

Healing Through Humble Faith

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES PRESENTED RY.
DR MARYLIN KRAVATZ-TOOLAN (English) & DEACON ASTERIQ VELASCO (Spanish)

FOLLOWLD BY MASS & BLLSSING OF GRANDPARLNTS
at 5 p.m. at the Cathedral Basitioa in Newark, celebrated by
CARDINAL JOSEPH W, TOBIN, C.5s.R.

« Those burdened by failure, regret, or shame.
« Victims of injustice and suffering.

« Individuals and families seeking healing.
« All whose faith has been tested.

Monday, September 14, 2026
700 - 8:00 pm.

Cathedral Rasilica of the Sacred I I
89 Ridge Streel, Newark, NI 07104

No registration required.
All ore weleome,

The Archdiocese’s Mass for Grandparents is
Saturday, September 12t at 1:30pm at the
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center in Newark.
Advance registration required. For more
information visit: rcan.org/grandparents-2026/

The Archdiocese’s Mass for Hope and Healing is
Monday, September 14" at 7pm at the Cathedral
Basilica in Newark. Open to all. No registration is
required. For more information visit:
rcan.org/hope-beyond-the-cross/
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VIGIL SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2026
5:30 PM People of the Parish

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026

8:00 AM  Bernadatte Ezuduemoih & Family —
Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory
10:00 AM In Thanksgiving to God for all things
11:30 AM Ida and Russell Benigno

MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2026
7:00 AM  Philippe Jean-Charles
9:30 AM  OLS School Faculty Mass
12:00 PM  Agnes Marshall — 15t Anniversary

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2026
7:00 AM  Rudy Polaski
12:00 PM  Anna Jemas

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2026
7:00 AM  James Kemp and Family
12:00 PM  Dale Marshall

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

7:00 AM  Cecilia and Patrick Isekenegbe and
All Souls in Purgatory
12:00 PM  Geraldine Fernand

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2026
7:00 AM  Ellen Schiavone
12:00 PM Henry Varenne

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2026
8:30 AM Ralph and Filomena Ferrace
12:00 PM Fernando Guerrero

VIGIL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2026
5:30 PM All Rosarians, living and deceased

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

8:00 AM Deceased members of the DePaola,
Deehan and Salvante Families
10:00 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall
11:30 AM  People of the Parish

Pray for the Departed
N

. Let us remember our deceased
o1 loved ones in our prayers.

St. Paul of the Cross wrote,
“If, during life, we have been
kind to the suffering souls in purgatory, God will

see that help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention.

This week’s candle is in memory of Sonia Berger,
requested by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bender.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Xavier Hartman, Beth Hebron,
Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma
Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth
Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan
More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen
Roche Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Anne Sanchez,
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart,
Donna T., Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,
Stephanie Windsor

Ll

FOR THE SICK
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OUR LADY or
SORROWS

v CCD PROGRAM @
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KNOW - LOVE -+ SERVE -

A Journey of Faith. A Lifetime of Grace. =
e

BBD REGISTRATIUN

Allow our catechists the privilege of helping your child develop a lasting
relationship with Jesus Christ through the OLS CCD program.

Grow ]

Calendar Timing Cost
26 Total Classes Monday Classes Register By July 15th
Grades K-8 1 Child - $160
Classes Begin 4:00 - 5:20 pm 2 Children - $250

Last week in September

3 Children - $335

Classes End Tuesday Classes Register After July 15th
Mid-May Grades 1-8 1 Child - $190
4:00 - 5:20 pm 2 Children - $280

Homeschooling Option
Available

i& ) olschurch.com
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3 Children - $365

: Jen Noll
! a 973-763-5454

jnoll@olschurch.com
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