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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

A Faith That Divides

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

August 17, 2025

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Brian

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus said, “I have come not to bring peace but division.” That may
strike us as a strange and even alarming statement from Our Lord. It seems to contradict the whole
message of the Gospel. We call Jesus the Prince of Peace. And here He is saying that He’ll bring
not peace, but division.

Well, as much as we might like to imagine Jesus as a soft, mellow, easy-going sort of guy, there
are parts of His preaching and His life that give us a completely different view of Him. Jesus was a
speaker of hard things, and He preached a radical way of living, a radical way of discipleship.

My hunch is that most Christians imagine that being a member of the Christian family and
following Jesus is a fairly simple matter: Saying a few prayers, keeping the moral code (not too
rigidly though!), attending Church on Sunday (but not every Sunday, especially if doing so conflicts
with our summer vacation or our child’s sports schedule!).

It seems to me that if Jesus came to preach and live the radical life that He did, then we
ourselves are called to a more radical life than simply saying our prayers and going to Church on
Sundays. It means following Him constantly, no matter the cost and no matter the personal
convenience. In fact, following Him may even at times cause some division and tension. Standing
up for our Christian beliefs and principles and declaring ourselves for Jesus may sometimes come
at a steep price, and even more so in a society like ours, which values nothing more than tolerance
and unity, even if it's a false unity.

And so, when people unfairly make fun of our Christian faith, and our Catholic faith in particular,
do we laugh and go along with them, or do we challenge them? Are we willing to defend our faith
like the martyrs of old? Are we willing to stand up for our Christian faith and for our convictions?
Does being a Christian, or being an American for that matter, mean that we should tolerate what
everyone else says or does, even at the expense of our faith and our most deeply held beliefs, just
so that we can maintain a false sense of peace?

We're told that religion and our religious values are a private matter. In other words, it's OK to
have moral values, to have your beliefs, but just keep them to yourself. It's interesting how
Christians are the only ones who are expected to keep it to themselves. Are there no moral values
that we all share? Are we supposed to be a value-free nation? | don’t think so.

The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel are tough words and they present us with a real
challenge. They challenge us to be worthy of the name “Christian.” None of this means that we
should go looking for a fight, but some people have taken conflict avoidance to an art form.

Yes, of course, being a Christian means: engaging in the spiritual and corporal works of mercy,
loving our neighbor (and our enemies), turning the other cheek, practicing forgiveness, resisting
temptation and living a virtuous life. But it also means being modern-day Jeremiahs, who in this
Sunday’s first reading showed himself to be a fearless prophet. Being a Christian will sometimes
mean being zealous in defending our deepest held moral and spiritual beliefs.

In this Sunday’s 2"? reading, we're told that we’re surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
May we ourselves be a part of that cloud of withesses as our lives give living testimony to the faith
that we profess.

Summer Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
Auqust 10 Week 6 YTD
Collection $12,610 $72 570
Budgeted $12,635 $75,809

2nd Collection - Assessment $1,544

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Become a Catechist This Year

Are you being called to serve? Do you feel
called to share your faith and walk with others
on their journey to Christ? The upcoming
catechetical year is fast approaching, and we
are in need of faithful, enthusiastic
parishioners to serve as catechists in the OLS
CCD program.

Being a catechist is more than teaching—it’s
a ministry of presence, mentorship, and
witness. You don’t need to be a theology
expert—just a practicing Catholic with a love
for Christ and a willingness to share that love
with others. Training, support, and materials
are provided.

Catechists play a vital role in forming the next
generation of Catholics. Through your time,
energy, and prayers, you can make a lasting
impact on a young person’s relationship with
God and the Church.

Whether you’'re comfortable leading a class or
prefer assisting, there’s a place for you.
Classes typically meet once a week beginning
the week of September 29th and ending the
first week in May.

Pray about how God might be calling you to
serve. Interested? Email Jen Noll at

jennollols@gmail.com to learn more or sign
up. Let us build a faith-filled future together!

Looking for Ways to Grow in Faith?

v In addition to weekly Mass,
you are always welcome to join
us for Eucharistic Adoration
every Monday and Friday directly
following the noon Mass. It
concludes at 3pm with the
recitation of the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy.

Our church is cool in the literal sense so spend
some quiet time with the Lord during these dog
days of summer in the peaceful quiet of our air-
conditioned pews.

If your heart is seeking companionship in prayer,
our Community Rosary is every
Wednesday directly following the
conclusion of the 12:00 Noon
Mass at approximately 12:40pm.
We pray for world peace and
other pressing petitions.

And be sure to scan the QR code in the flyer on the
; last page of the bulletin to

learn how you can
participate in the upcoming
Worldwide Eucharistic
Rosary Congress.

£ This 24-hour holy event will
begin after the 7pm Mass on Tuesday, October 7t
(the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary) and close
with the 7pm Mass on Wednesday, October 8.
In the simple yet profound words of St. Francis de
Sales, “The greatest method of praying is to pray
the Rosary.”

More of an audio/visual learner? Consider a
membership to Formed — an on-demand Catholic
streaming service. Register as a parishioner for
FREE. Visit formed.org and search by zip code
(07079) for our parish.

FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DEMAND.




Meet Our Staff Support the Caregiver

Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor Please see info in flyer about an upcoming
frbrianneedles@gmail.com series for caregivers of those living with
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar Alzheimer’s or dementia.

frlee527@gmail.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant

Rev. Patrick Seo,.Pri(.—:‘S’[ in Residence THE EMPOWERED CAREGIVER SERIES
Deacon Walter Wiggins

Permanent Deacon BUILDING FOUNDATIONS
deaconwalt@outlook.com

Deacon Steven Greydanus OF CAREGIVING

Permanent Deacon
DeaconSDG@gmail.com
Judy Foley, School Principal 3
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
passociate07@gmail.com

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jennollols@gmail.com

Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
kaiserch@shu.edu

Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
olschurchministries@gmail.com

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
sorrowschurch@gmail.com

Preston Dibble, Director of Music

An education program presented by the Alzheimer’s Association

.. . Caring for someone living with dementia Monday, September 29

olsm USIC|an@qma| l.com brings a unique set of challenges and rewards. 12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

H With the right help and support, you can

Karlene Campbe"’ Nu rsery Director empower yourself to provide quality care while Church °""'_‘:i"|° Flower

karlene@thenurseryatols.org managing your own well-being. B"kj:: ::';h::dN‘:v;nzz

Charles Noun, Business Manager Topics in the program include: vl BORZTZ3500

charlesnoun@olschurch.com » The role of a caregiver and changes you o

Mary Beth Zurat Secreta ry may experience. https://action.alz.org/mtg/733740006

’ . » Using a person-centered care approach. This Lunch and Learn will take place inside the
marvbeth'OISChurCh@qmall'com » Building a support team. Parish Center of the Church.
» Managing caregiver stress. Visit alz.org/CRF to explore additional
Ca”inq All Junior Choristers! caregiver education programs in your area.
Do you have a little songbird at home? Hosted by
Encourage her or him to join our St. Cecilia ALZHEIMER'S'

. . - ASSOCIATION g
Slng_ers for youth in grades 3-_8! See fI_yer for v g - —
details and contact Preston Dibble to sign up: ’
olsmusician@gmail.com A Prayer for Caregivers

“Healer of souls and Comforter of the weary, help
lighten the burden of families who are caring for
their sick loved ones. Accompany them on their
journey and ease their anxiety and fears.
Surround them with the love and strength of
\k{ others, so they may experience the healing

> presence of the communion of saints. We ask

ST. CECILIA | this through the intercession of Our Lady of

Lourdes and in the name of your Son, Jesus, and

S I N G E RS the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.”

2

!!!!!

Our Lady of Sorrows ’

GRADES 3-8 - A Prayer for Family Caregivers (The Catholic
Rehearsals are Wednesday afternoons Y] ,
from 3:45pm-4:30pm Health Association of the United States)
The choir will sing twice per month
at our 10am Family Mass 4

For more information and to sign up, please contact
Preston Dibble, Director of Music at olsmusician@gmail.com
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VIGIL, SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2025
5:30 PM  Juan Rego

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 2025
8:00 AM John Forest
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM Edward J. McDonnell

MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2025
7:00 AM Peter Pavlo
12:00 PM Rosemarie lantosca

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2025
7:00 AM  Deceased members of
the McHugh Family
12:00 PM  Anna Kiersnowski

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2025
7:00 AM  Dorothy Errazuriz
12:00 PM  Thomas Casey Sr.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 2025
7:00 AM  Josephine Casey
12:00 PM  John Santoliquido —
19t Anniversary

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 2025
7:00 AM  Kevin J. Madden
12:00 PM  Christyan Frantz Jean-Charles
— Special Intention

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2025
8:30 AM Loretta Su Chua
12:00 PM  Juliana Celony Phillippe and
deceased members of the
Celony Family

VIGIL SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2025
5:30 PM Suzanne Fream

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 2025
8:00 AM Anna Rose Truax
10:00 AM Lorraine Grossmann
11:30 AM  People of the Parish

Pray for the Departed

Let us remember our

| deceased loved ones

in our prayers. St. Paul of the
, Cross wrote, “If, during life,
we have been kind to the suffering souls in
purgatory, God will see that help be not
denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one
or for a special intention. If you would like to
do so, please call the parish office for more
information.

This week’s candle is in memory of
Dorothy Errazuriz, requested by The Buttros
Family.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers: Bill
Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel
Callaghan, Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles,
Bekim Colaku, John Colaku, Alice Cosack,
Mark F. Davonski, Michael Elliot, George
Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, Beth
Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Agnes Marshall, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa,
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth
Stuart, Catherine Sullivan, Donna T., Mary
Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin
Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie
Windsor
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Please join us for our
Parish and School Pichic!

$20 per person

$40 for couples/
families

RSVP By September 10th

Scan the QR code or email Colleen McDonald at:
sorrowschurch@gmail.com

Games and activities for children. All food
(including appetizers, sides and desserts will be provided by the Parish).

We will also supply water, soda and coffee. BYOB




Interested?
Let us know.

The Worldwide Eucharistic Rosary
Congress is Coming Soon to OLS

Tuesday, October 7th - Wednesday, October 8th

“Could you not keep watch for one hour?” Mark 14:37




