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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

O woman,
greatis
your faith!

Letit be done
foryou as
you wish.

MATTHEW 15:28

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm —2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

August 16, 2026
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Brian

The Nobel Peace Prize winner and Holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, once gave a talk in
Detroit. The subject of the talk was: “After Auschwitz, Can We Still Believe?” Thin and fragile,
Wiesel stood at the podium for nearly an hour telling one story after another of the horror and
despair of those bleak days in the concentration camp in Dachau. Painfully, silently, the
audience relived the events of Wiesel’s young life when he was the only surviving member of
his family. Finally, the stories ended. His eyes dropped to the floor. There was no sound at all
in the room for what seemed an agonizing eternity. Then he again asked the question, “After
Auschwitz, can we still believe?” He shook his head slowly, sadly, “No, no,...” before
concluding powerfully, “but we must!”

My friends, there is no choice: We must believe. There was no choice for Elie Wiesel,
there was no choice for the Canaanite woman in this Sunday’s Gospel, and there’s no choice
for us. The message of the wonderful mother in this Gospel is “Choose to believe anyway!”
No matter what life throws at us — whether it’s an illness, a death in the family, financial and
job problems, issues with children, no matter what, rely on your faith. Rely on God. Ask for
God’s help. In fact, don’t just ask for God’s help, but pester God with your prayers. Be like
that mother in our Gospel.

In this rather awkward Gospel passage, the Gentile woman comes to Jesus and asks
Him to heal her daughter. Acting completely out of character, Jesus ignores her. But she
doesn’t give up. She goes over to Him and kneels before Him, saying “Lord, help me!” Her
basic attitude is, “Look, you’re not going to get rid of me that easily.” But again, Jesus seems
to ignore her plight, saying “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the
dogs.”

That sounds like a real insult. But remember the term “dogs” was a common one used to
describe the Gentiles. Dogs were regarded by the Jews as unclean, because dogs would eat
anything, including pork, for example. In the eyes of the Jews, the Gentiles were no better
than dogs. But this isn’t how Jesus felt. Instead, He’s engaging in playful banter with the
woman. And she playfully responds. She says, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the
scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” That does it: She wins over Jesus, who says,
“O woman, great is your faith!” Jesus, by not granting her request right away, brought this
woman to an even more profound level of faith. He elicited from her a faith that was truly
persistent and completely trusting in the Lord’s goodness and mercy.

Do we have that sort of persistent faith? The Canaanite woman persisted in seeking help
until she got it. And that is just what Jesus wants us to do. But sometimes we allow ourselves
to get discouraged when God doesn’t seem to be listening to our prayers, when we wrongly
believe that we’ve encountered the silence of God. The apparent silence of Jesus didn’t stop
the Canaanite woman, and it shouldn’t stop us. She never stopped reaching out to Jesus.
There was nothing passive about this woman’s faith. She was all action and because of that
her child was healed. Her active persistence, confidence, humility, and wit won the day. And it
earned her the singular distinction in Matthew’s Gospel of being called a person of Great
Faith. By her example, we learn that Great Faith is an unrelenting faith that never gives up;
it's a confident, humble faith; it's a pushy faith that keeps asking and cajoling.

To Elie Wiesel’s question, “Can we believe?” the answer is still “We must believe.” God
never gives up on us, and we can’t ever give up on God, for even the dogs get the crumbs
that fall from the master’s table.

Summer Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
Augqust 9 Week 6 YTD
Collection $12,743 $76,699

2nd Collection — Repairs & Maintenance
$8,161

One of our significant expenses this month:
Medical Insurance and Pension - $19,258

Needed every week: $16,946

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Are you smarter than a Bishop?!

Verso Cristo, our Young Adult ministry, invites
those between the ages of 21 and 35 to their
“Stump a Bishop” event this Friday, August
21stat 7:00 pm at Danaher’s Pub in Fairfield.

RCAN’s own Bishop Bismarck Chau has
courageously agreed to answer all of your
questions, theological and otherwise. There
are no stupid questions (well, except maybe
Is the pope Catholic?). Be forewarned though:
there is no “phone a friend” lifeline option and
Bishop Chau has three Master’s Degrees and
is fluent in English, Spanish, AND American
Sign Language. Come prepared!
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RCAN Events and Opportunities

Mass for Grandparents

Saturday, September 12t at 1:30pm at the
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center in Newark.

Advance registration required. See flyer for details.
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A special afternoon of reflection on

Saturday, September 12, 2026 ~ 1:30-4:30 p.m.

Archdiocesan Pastoral Center, 171 Clifton Ave., Newark

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES PRESENTED BY
DR. MARYLIN KRAVATZ-TOOLAN (English) & DEACON ASTERIO VELASCO (Spanish)

FOLLOWED BY MASS & BLESSING OF GRANDPARENTS
at 5 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica in Newark, celebrated by
CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.Ss.R.
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$15 per person (includes light refreshments)

Click here or scan the QR Code for details and to register.

~

This event is lovingly sponsored by the Office for Fa Life, Bayard.
ith ion.

Mass for Hope and Healing

Monday, September 14" at 7:00pm at the
Cathedral Basilica in Newark. Open to all.
No registration is required.
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HOPE BEYOND
THE CROSS

Healing Through Humble Faith

Join Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R,, for an evening of prayer and
reflection as we bring before God our struggles, doubts, failures, and hopes.

@ As we gather in prayer we remember:

« Those burdened by failure, regret, or shame.
« Victims of injustice and suffering.

» Individuals and families seeking healing.

« All whose faith has been tested.

| |

Monday, September 14, 2026
7.00 - 8:00 p.m.

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart .
89 Ridge Street, Newark, NJ 07104
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No registration required.
All are welcome.

Presented by the Department for the Protection of the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Newark
sect@rcan.org | www.rcan.org/protection-of-the-faithful




Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Palma Anton, Ministerial Associate
panton@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Courage and EnCourage Meetings

Those experiencing same-sex attraction who are in
need of prayers and support are encouraged to join
the Archdiocese's chapter of Courage International
(www.couragerc.org), a ministry of the Respect Life
Office.

Additionally, loved ones of same-sex attracted
people are welcome to join EnCourage, a related
ministry that is now holding monthly meetings

in the Archdiocese.

For questions and more information, please
contact Deacon Vincent DeFedele: (201) 220-3968
or deacon@olphoakland.org

inter Christ. Discoyer yourself. Grow in holiness.

PAROman Catholic apostolate for men and Women who experience same-sex attractions and those who
love them.

A note about Mass requests

Request A Mass

As you know, our 2027 Mass book is
now open and we’ve received your
Mass intention requests. Thank you.

At the time of this writing, we still have a dozen
2026 Masses open, with the exception of Sunday
and Saturday Vigils.
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All of the remaining Masses are
in December, which is dedicated
to the Immaculate Conception.
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For Mary, every Mass is another

Immaculate Conception, this time recalling her sorrow
during the saving redemptive act of Jesus. At every
Mass, Mary delights anew in the Incarnation because
her resurrected Son becomes present—Body, Blood,
Soul, and Divinity—in the Eucharist.

— Taken from www.catholicculture.org

Many of the Masses still open are on some of the
main feast days of Advent, including:

12/3 - St. Francis Xavier

12/4 - St. John Damascene

12/7 - St. Ambrose

12/8 — Feast of the Immaculate Conception (7pm)
12/9 - St. Juan Diego

12/10 — Our Lady of Loreto

12/12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe

12/14 - St. John of the Cross

[E]#cmi[E] Call or visit the parish office (M-Th
9:30 to 4:00); complete the request
form on our website; or scan the QR
1 code.

Hail Holy Queen
s On August 15" we celebrated
% the Feast of the Assumption of
Mary — i.e., that Mary was taken
up into heaven body and soul at
the end of her life.

Here is a short Marian prayer
courtesy of www.hallow.com:

Heavenly mother, filled with God’s grace, pray for
us today and all days, that we may strive to be
trusting, patient and faithful, as you were, so that
we may one day join you and all saints in heaven.
In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.
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Piasses For o
The Week <3<

VIGIL SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2026
5:30 PM Charles Barry Townsend

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026
8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM  Edward Silliere
11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall

MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2026
7:00 AM  Elizabeth Bryce
12:00 PM  Esther and Warren Klotz

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026
7:00 AM  Edwin Ryan
12:00 PM  Piotr Kozlowski — Special Intention

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2026
7:00 AM Mary Cullen
12:00 PM  Antoni Kozlowski — Special Intention

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026
7:00 AM Fernando Guerrero
12:00 PM  George Apostolopoulos

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2026
7:00 AM Melissa McArthur
12:00 PM  John Santoliquido — 20" Anniversary

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2026

8:30 AM Robert Michael Garcia

12:00 PM Christyan Franz Jean-Charles —
Special Intention

VIGIL SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

8:00 AM  Priscilla Ntigbu, Cecilia Ukusare,
Veronika Akaeke and
All Souls in Purgatory
Juliana Celony Philippe and
Deceased Members of the
Celony Family
Patrick O’Connors

10:00 AM

11:30 AM

Pray for the Departed
N % Let us remember our deceased
i loved ones in our prayers.

A N St. Paul of the Cross wrote,

~ “If, during life, we have been
kind to the suffering souls in purgatory, God will
see that help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention.

If you would like to do so, please call the parish
office for more information.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Xavier Hartman, Beth Hebron,
Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma
Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth
Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan
More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen
Roche Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Anne Sanchez,
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart,
Donna T., Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,
Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SI(‘:W%({
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Helping Those in Need:
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a
Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together and grow
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and
suffering. This is done in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, and its patron, St. Vincent de Paul.

The Society is one of the largest charitable organizations in the
country. The purpose of the Society is to bear
witness to the love of Christ. Our parish group does
this by offering financial assistance to individuals
and families in the South Orange/Maplewood area
who are temporarily unable to meet their current
living expenses.

Every effort is made to provide this assistance
in ways that respect the dignity of the recipient and
the strictest confidentiality of the relationship
between the recipient and the Society. People of all backgrounds and
religions can receive assistance.

If you need assistance, email: StVincent@olschurch.com

The Society cannot do this alone. We are therefore most grateful for the
monetary donations we receive to carry out our work. Donations can be
sentto:  Our Lady of Sorrows Church

c/o Society of St. Vincent de Paul

217 Prospect Street

South Orange, NJ 07079

Checks should be made payable to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Thank you for helping us bear witness to the love of Christ.




PARISH CHOIR WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

The OLS Parish Choir
welcomes hew members
this Fall. Singers of all ages
and skills are welcome -
most especially

men and altos!

Psalm 95:1
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the
rock of our salvation!

Please contact Preston Dibble
for more information:
pdibble@olschurch.com




