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But the seed sown on rich soil
1s the one who hears the word
and understands it, who

indeed bears fruit and yields a
hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.
Matthew 13:23
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MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

July 12, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

A few months ago, | made a brief announcement about the diocesan initiative “We Are His
Witnesses.” This is a diocesan response to the urgent reality faced by parishes across the
Archdiocese of Newark, where many suffer from declining numbers of active parishioners and
sacraments, as well as financial hardships that hinder vibrant parish life. Further, the significant
decline in the number of priests adds layers of complexity and poses issues for the near future.
We may not have enough priests to serve 212 parishes, many of which are already suffering
from the tremendous financial burden of barely maintaining their buildings. What does it look
like for us, as members of this diocese, to shift from inward-looking to outward-looking? By
collaborating with other parishes, to affirm that no parish is supposed to stand alone in its
struggles, as we are one body of Christ, the Church. It may entail collaborating with other
parishes in the ministries or, if necessary, merging. So, what has been happening? Please
allow me to give you some updates.

e In the spring of 2025, the planning commission divided the archdiocese into 12 planning
areas, based on locations and demographics, and has launched a survey to learn the
strengths and areas of growth for each parish.

e After the survey, every parish was given two possible future options: merging with one or
two other parishes (parish mission partners) suggested by the diocese or remaining a stand-
alone parish that shares ministries with other parish(es).

e In the fall of 2025, two listening sessions were held at every parish of the archdiocese so
the diocese and the planning commission could collect feedback from parishioners across
the diocese

e Much feedback was heavily laced with fear for the future of one’s beloved parish. This led
the diocese to pivot the process and extend the timeline to allow more time for discernment
and listening. The initial plan to announce the major announcement regarding the parishes
for collaboration and clergy assignments in June of 2026 has been canceled.

e For further conversations this fall, the diocese will summon all priests with their parish key
leaders to the chancery for a meeting.

e Meanwhile, while the adjustment of the process is underway, the diocese recognized those
parishes facing immediate pastoral and financial challenges and have expressed interest
in collaborating/merging with other parishes. The 35 parishes have recently started their
initial meetings to discuss the process for mergers and collaborations.

e In the fall, after the meeting, the selection of the next set of parishes for the Parish Mission
Partners initiative will take place. The new cohort is planned to launch in January 2027.

So, this is where we are, and we are waiting for the next steps. Of course, this may cause
some fear and anxiety; however, we await the next step with faith and hope that ultimately,
God oversees our Church and the diocese. The Church of Newark is inviting us to shift from
the heart of inward-looking, which focuses on maintaining what we have, to the heart of
outward-looking, which thinks about what we can share with our brothers and sisters in need.
May all of us, during this process, open our hearts so that we are ready to do what God tells
us to do: to prioritize the less fortunate, especially the struggling parishes near us and across
the diocese. Please keep the diocese in your prayers as it continues to discern and pray to
become the Church of Mission.

Blessings!
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
June 28 Week 52 YTD
Collection $13,790 $680,855

2nd Collection - Peter’s Pence - $2,206
Repairs & Maintenance - $2,382
Food Pantry - $1,562
One of our expenses the week of 6/28:
Postage (quarterly) - $700

Week 1
$13,559

July 5
Collection

YTD
$13,559

One of our largest expenses in July:
Medical Insurance & Pension Plan - $10,621

Needed every week: $16,946

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

An Envelope Delivery Update

As you know if you receive
envelopes, our vendor,
Cathedral Corporation, has
been experiencing significant
printing failures, which have
resulted in your envelopes
being delayed. Their technology and machinery
problems have been fixed, however, they are
now in the process of catching up on months’
worth of printing. The upshot is that there will
be no July envelopes. Delivery will resume for
August envelopes later this month. Here is a
note from Cathedral:

Cathedral Letter Concepts will not be sending monthly -

envelopes for July in order to catch up production for
its 3,000-plus customers...Our goal is to ensure that
your August envelopes are delivered on time and that
we remain on schedule moving forward.

We realize this is disruptive and appreciate your
patience. We ask that you use a blank envelope
and write your surname and envelope number
(if you know it) on the front. Thank you for your
continued support.

P.S.
Scan QR Code to enroll in
ParishSOFT Giving

Welcome to the Church!
Four new members were initiated into our Christian
Community on Sunday, June 28™". They are:

Anthony Thomas Best
Cormac Brian Quinn

Patrick Luigi Sheerin

Elias Anderson Baez Williams

Congratulations to their parents, godparents,
and families!

If you feel a movement in
your soul to learn more about
the Catholic faith or have not
received all your sacraments
and desire to return “home”
to the Church, please reach
out to Sr. Mary Selina at
(973) 763-5454.

OLS School Registration is Now Open
Don’t delay! Register today!

Catholic education is above all a question of
communicating Christ, of helping to form Christ in
the lives of others. - St. John Paul Il

Our Lady of Sorrows School
The Catholic School of South Orange and Maplewood

Now Enrolling PreK and Grades K-8

www.OurLadyofSorrowsSchool.org/apply

Our Vision

At OLS we welcome learners from PreK through Grades K-8 into a
faith based, warm, nurturing, and joyful environment where every child is
encouraged to grow and thrive. We prepare our students to be models of

their communities and leaders in the 21st Century and beyond.
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*  Active and involved family
community

+  Seton Hall Prep Tutoring
Program

¢ Student Council

*  PreKBridge Camp

+  Academic Clubs

*  Instrumental Music
Program and Chess Wizards

Program Highlights

¢ Hot lunch for PreK and
grades K-8

*  Onsite Aftercare for K-8
until 6pm

*  Crusader Sports Program
offering Cross Country,
Basketball, Volleyball,
Cheerleading and Track
and Field

*  PreK Play-based curriculum with
caring, experienced teachers

*  PreK offers Half Day, Full Day and
Extended Day with onsite
aftercare until 6pm

& Music, STREAM, PE, Art, Fine
Arts, Spanish

+  Outdoor learning on our
beautiful campus

www.OurLadyofSorrowsSchool.org e registration@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org ® 172 Academy Street, South Orange, NJ 07079  973.762.5169
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Meet Our Staff
Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Charles Noun, Business Manager
cnoun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com
RCAN Summer Workshop
RCAN’s Office for Family Life’s
Loss and Healing Ministry is
offering a six-week virtual initiative
- A Summer of Saints for Healing

and Hope.

& All are welcome to join in order to
deepen their faith, find solace, and
cultivate hope by engaging with
saints who faced personal
challenges of grief, loss, and
mental health.

To register or if you have any questions, contact
Lauren Tamara at the Archdiocese:
lauren.tamara@rcan.org

Are you signed up for our e-newsletter?

Our weekly e-newsletter is released on Fridays at
noon. Sign up to receive it on our website:

Sign Up For The OLS
Online Newsletter

Saint of the week
Many of you have had meetings in our Kateri Room,
but how many of you know about the room’s
namesake St. Kateri Tekakwitha whose feast day is
coming up on July 14,
= St. Kateri Tekakwitha was born
. in 1656 in the Mohawk Valley
, of Upstate New York. When
she was four, Tekakwitha lost
her parents and little brother
| in a smallpox epidemic that left
11 B her disfigured and half blind (in
AT the Mohawk language,
Tekakwitha roughly translates to “she who bumps into
things”). She was adopted by an uncle, who succeeded
her father as Mohawk chief. He hated the coming of the
Blackrobes—Jesuit missionaries—but could do nothing
to them because a peace treaty with the French
required their presence in villages with Christian
captives. She was moved by the words of three
Blackrobes who lodged with her uncle, but fear of him
kept her from seeking instruction.

=

Tekakwitha refused to marry a Mohawk brave, and at
19 finally got the courage to take the step of converting.
She was baptized with the name Kateri—Catherine—on
Easter Sunday. Her life in grace grew rapidly. She told a
missionary that she often meditated on the great
dignity of being baptized. She was powerfully moved by
God’s love for human beings and saw the dignity of
each of her people. For three years she grew in holiness
under the direction of a priest and an older Iroquois
woman, giving herself totally to God in long hours of
prayer, in charity, and in strenuous penance. She
practiced extremely severe fasting as penance for the
conversion of her nation.

Kateri Tekakwitha died the afternoon before Holy
Thursday. Witnesses said that her emaciated face
changed color and became like that of a healthy child.
The lines of suffering, even the pockmarks, disappeared
and the touch of a smile came upon her lips. She was
beatified in 1980 and canonized in 2012.

- Taken from Franciscan Media’s Saint of the Day:
www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day

St. Kateri-Lily of the Mohawks
Pray for us!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2026
5:30 PM People of the Parish

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026
8:00 AM  Raymond Leonard
10:00 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —
Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory
11:30 AM  Cecilia and Peter Durning

MONDAY, JULY 13, 2026
7:00 AM  John Hein
12:00 PM  All Souls in Purgatory

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2026
7:00 AM  The Brutofsky Family
12:00 PM  Douglas O’Neill

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026
7:00 AM  Edward Silliere
12:00 PM  John M. Plesnick — 36™ Anniversary

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026
7:00 AM Shirlee Needles
12:00 PM Julie Poggioli

FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2026
7:00 AM Matthew Pascual — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Gary McDaniel

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2026
8:30 AM Lito Soria
12:00 PM Tatiana Emmanuelle Mucci and
Jean Mucci — Special Intention

VIGIL SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026

8:00 AM  All Rosarians, living and deceased
10:00 AM  Mae Crimmins
11:30 AM  Edward Quigley IlI

Pray for the Departed
N B Let us remember those who
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have recently passed away at
. OLS: Raffaele Magliaro and
Geraldine Fernand

Eternal rest grant unto Raffaele and Geraldine,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
Amen

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is in memory of Emily Magro
requested by The Buttros Family.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Anne Sanchez, Julian
Sherman, Paul Sidwa, Marie Somers, Elizabeth
Stuart, Donna T., Kathi Thiemer, Quentin
Tiemeyer, Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK

@JPPC




Knights of Columbus 2026 Baseball Outing

Come Join Us for an Evening of Minor League Baseball, BBQ, and
Fireworks

-\
AR,

Richmond Flying Squirrels (Giants AA) v. Somerset Patriots (Yankees AA)

Date: Saturday, August 1, 2026
Time: BBQ Buffet Dinner Served from 6:00pm — 7:35pm ; Game starts at 7:05pm
Where: TD Bank Ballpark

1 Patriots Park
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
(GPS: 860 E Main St., Bridgewater Township, NJ 08807)

Cost: $50 per Ticket (Ticket includes BBQ Buffet Dinner, Game, and Fireworks - at
the conclusion of the game)

*Ticket does not include transportation nor parking fee*

For questions and RSVP, please contact John Becht (jbecht1056@msn.com)
RSVP by Wednesday, July 22 (Limited Tickets; early RSVP is recommended)

Knights of Columbus Regina Pacis Council #4066

Sponsored by:

Knights of Columbus, Council 4066, Regina Pacis
Council4066@gmail.com




Early Bird Pricing Ends July 15th
Register for CCD Today!

OUR LADY or
SORROWS

¢ CCD PROGRAM 4

TIoLo)

KNOW - LOVE -+ SERVE -

= . A Journey of Fw:th-i-A Lifetime of Grace. =

CBD REGISTRATIUN

Allow our catechists the privilege of helping your child develop a lasting
relationship with Jesus Christ through the OLS CCD program.

Calendar Timing Cost
26 Total Classes Monday Classes Register By July 15th
Grades K-8 1 Child - $160
Classes Begin 4:00 - 5:20 pm 2 Children - $250
Last week in September 3 Children - $335
Classes End Tuesday Classes Register After July 15th
Mid-May Grades 1-8 1 Child - $190
4:00 - 5:20 pm 2 Children - $280
Homeschooling Option 3 Children - $365

Available

' : Jen Noll

jnoll@olschurch.com




