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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454

www.olschurch.com

Receive the Ioly
Spirit.\WWhose
sins you forgive
are forgiven

them, and whose
SINs you retain
are retained.

JOHN 20:22-23

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

May 24, 2026
Pentecost Sunday
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

Cardinal Ercole Consalvi, an Italian cardinal during the era of Napoleon Bonaparte, once
faced the difficult responsibility of negotiating with the French emperor. Napoleon, driven by
ambition and hostility toward the Church, threatened Cardinal Consalvi declaring he would
destroy the Church if it refused to submit to him. In response, Consalvi courageously replied that
even the clergy themselves, despite their weaknesses and failures throughout history, had not
been able to destroy the Church; therefore, Napoleon would not succeed either. His humorous
answer was an unwavering faith in the Church's enduring power and divine protection. The
source of Cardinal Consalvi’'s courage was his deep belief in Christ's promises, especially the
promise of the Holy Spirit. He trusted that the Holy Spirit would continue to guide, strengthen,
and preserve the Church through every challenge and persecution. This conviction is central to
the celebration of Pentecost, the solemnity of the fulfillment of Christ’s promise to send the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, upon the apostles. The Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Holy Trinity,
has remained actively present in the Church since its beginning and will continue to sustain it
until the return of Christ and the fulfillment of God’s kingdom.

Throughout history, the Church has repeatedly faced grave crises that seemed capable
of destroying it. During the Roman Empire, emperors such as Nero and Diocletian violently
persecuted Christians and attempted to eradicate the faith. In the fourth century, many bishops
fell into heresy by denying Christ's divinity. Later, the Great Schism divided Christianity between
East and West, causing deep wounds within the Church. Europe also suffered devastating
plagues that killed large numbers of clergy, while the Protestant Reformation led millions away
from the Catholic Church. Despite these severe trials, the Church endured. The endurance of
the Church cannot be explained solely through human effort or institutional strength. Rather, it is
attributed to the continuous action of the Holy Spirit working through faithful believers. In every
age, heroic saints arose to defend the faith, care for the suffering, confront corruption, and
proclaim the Gospel courageously. These individuals did not rely on their own power; instead,
they allowed themselves to be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Their withess proved
that God remains present and active within His Church even during periods of trials.

Reflecting upon this history leads to the conclusion that the Holy Spirit has never
abandoned the Church. The Church is not merely an institution but the Body of Christ,
composed of all believers. Therefore, the same Spirit who empowered the apostles and saints
also remains present among Christians today. This truth is echoed in the Gospel through the
risen Christ’s greeting: “Peace be with you.” This peace does not mean a life free from hardship,
but rather the assurance that God remains present with His people amid every challenge.
Through the Holy Spirit, Christians are strengthened to persevere with faith and courage.

History demonstrates that powerful rulers and hostile forces ultimately passed away,
while the Church endured. Figures such as Napoleon and Diocletian failed in their attempts to
destroy Christianity because the Church’s strength comes not from human authority but from
God Himself. The Holy Spirit enabled the apostles to spread the Gospel fearlessly throughout
the world, and that same Spirit continues to work through believers today. The Solemnity of
Pentecost, therefore, serves as a reminder that Christians should not live in fear. The Holy
Spirit, who transformed ordinary disciples into courageous witnesses of Christ, remains ready to
guide and strengthen all who welcome Him. So today, on this day of Pentecost, we are
encouraged to cry out, “Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful!”

Blessings!
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
May 17 Week 46 YTD
Collection $14,505 $603,172
Budgeted $12,635 $581,204

Food Pantry - $973
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Archbishop’ Annual Appeal Weekly Update
Time to take our temperature!

We are now a little under $30,000 away from
meeting our goal with five weeks left to go.

A reminder that our deadline (for collected
funds) is June 30™. We can do this!

You can contribute by returning the mailing
you received at home, using one of the
envelopes in the pews of the church,
scanning the QR code in the graphic or by
visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing

In addition to helping our own church, here
are some of the Archdiocese’s programs and
ministries that your donation will benefit:

e Social service and youth/family service
programs such as Mercy House
(rcan.org/mercy-house)

e Support for seminarians and priests

e Catholic schools in our Archdiocese
including our very own!

e Faith formation activities

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

Annual Appeal
Goal: $94,375

(\

Total donors
as of 5-19-26:
95

Total # of OLS families:
2453
Total # of OLS parishioners: -
5889 $66,042

To make a gift:
https://rcan.org/sharing/

Respect Life Opportunities and Events

baly Potile bomerwﬁ
SAVE YOUR CHANGE. SAVE A LIFE!

Our Knights of Columbus will once again be supporting the First Choice Women’s
Resource Centers through the Baby Bottle Boomerang program.

Bottles will be distributed after all Masses on Mother’s Day
weekend (May 9" and 10™) and remain available in the church
vestibule. Fill bottles with coins, cash or checks (made payable
to First Choice Women’s Resource Centers) and return them by
June 21st (Father’s Day) to the crib, which will be set up in the
vestibule.

If you would like to donate online, please visit: 1stchoicefriends.org
Choose Give/Give Now and select Baby Bottle Boomerang as the Fund and Church of
Our Lady of Sorrows as the Sub Fund.

Thanks in large part to your generosity, 945 women chose life for their babies last
year. Help us to share the truth and bring hope to young women and teens who
find themselves in an unplanned pregnancy.

@firstchoice

WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTERS

Please join us for..

e Loty & Lt

\ (- A COCKTAIL PARTY FUNDRAISER
\\\ /=  FORYOUNG ADULTS (AGES 21-39)
/ ‘ \\to support the life-saving work of LIFENET

and to celebrate America’s 250" birthday!!!
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THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026 375 ex persor; Incluries
? ’ Hors d'oeuvres, Open Bar,
6:30-8:30 PM Brief Presentation,
Coffee & Dessert
atthe
Business/Cocktail Attire
PARK AVENUE CLUB (Red, White or Blue - optional)
184 PARK AVE ~RSVP by: 5/18/2025

For more info: 973-497-4520
info@lifeneteducation.org

FLORHAM PARK, NJ

Register online: lifeneteducation.org/cocktailparty

\\//

G /‘\\ LIFENET
COME HELP ACHIEVE EQUAL RIGHTS FOR BABIES IN THE WOMB!
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Meet Our Staff Farewell to Stephame Sonnick
Brian X. Needles, Pastor R Please join us after the
bneedles@olschurch.com 10:00 and 11:30am Masses
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar on Sunday, June 14t for
alee@olschurch.com . coffee, donuts and cake to
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant bid our beloved Stephanie
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence goodbye and good luck as

Deacon Walter Wiggins she embarks on her next

Permanent Deacon hapt G J Di
wwiqgins@olschurch.com C apter at Lasa Juan Liego
in Houston.

Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon

sgreydanus@olschurch.com We will miss her but know that our loss is their
Judy Foley, School Principal gain as she will enrich the lives of those served
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org by Casa Juan Diego as much as she has ours.

Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate

smselina@olschurch.com X'
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator

jnoll@olschurch.com

Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister oé/
ckaiser@olschurch.com

Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com

Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com '
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director Verso Cristo Young Adults’

karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com

Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary

Verso Cristo Corner

mzurat@olschurch.com B % RBE C UE
Happy Memonal Day’

0 o

. Our office will be closed
on Monday, May 25t -

ol | 56 yapY y
Memorial Day. Ou 4 dnnual Summer opener 1n Essex COUHt},

open to all in their 20's and 30's!

CHonoring
. AlIG Dho Served
Clhis Memorial Day

Z{lg.rgov;irl:'be only one Mass on Memorial Day BBQ FOODS ' FIRE PITS
v OUTDOOR GAMES

Summer Office Hours

Please note that our parish office will be closed
on Fridays during the summer, beginning

May 22"4 and ending September 4.

Our office hours - 9:30am to 4:00pm - T

remain the same Monday-Thursday. Salul'da\, June I3th ou Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church
g Y ) [)
nner 7.00[““ lﬂpm a7 1(1\[)((( \_lmfl

South Orange, NJ 07079

Bring a side dish or drink to share!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2026
8:00 AM  Mary Sullivan
10:00 AM  Josephine Clemens
11:30 AM  Elizabeth Giuliano Magnes —
418t Anniversary

MONDAY, MAY 25, 2026
9:00 AM Patrick Joseph McHugh

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026
7:00 AM  Aloysius & Immanuel Ezuduemoih and
All Souls in Purgatory
12:00 PM  Rose Shoemaker — 71" Anniversary

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026
7:00 AM  John E. Cupper
12:00 PM Claire Weierman

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2026
7:00 AM  Rey Balbin — Special Intention
12:00 PM Fr. Andrew Lee — Special Intention

FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026
7:00 AM  Selina McHugh
12:00 PM  Jacques Frantz Jean-Charles

SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026
8:30 AM Joseph Preston
12:00 PM Ishmael Bhatti — Special Intention

VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2026
5:30 PM  Bridgette O’Brien

SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2026

8:00 AM  Raymond Leonard
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember our deceased

loved ones in our prayers.

St. Paul of the Cross wrote,
“If, during life, we have been
kind to the suffering souls in purgatory, God will
see that help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Anne Sanchez, Julian
Sherman, Paul Sidwa, Marie Somers, Elizabeth
Stuart, Donna T., Kathi Thiemer, Quentin
Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor
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Helping Those inNeed:
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a
Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together and grow
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and
suffering. This is done in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, and its patron, St. Vincent de Paul.

The Society is one of the largest charitable organizations in the
country. The purpose of the Society is to bear
witness to the love of Christ. Our parish group does
this by offering financial assistance to individuals
and families in the South Orange/Maplewood area
who are temporarily unable to meet their current
living expenses.

Every effort is made to provide this assistance
in ways that respect the dignity of the recipient and
the strictest confidentiality of the relationship
between the recipient and the Society. People of all backgrounds and
religions can receive assistance.

If you need assistance, email: StVincent@olschurch.com

The Society cannot do this alone. We are therefore most grateful for the
monetary donations we receive to carry out our work. Donations can be
sent to: Our Lady of Sorrows Church

c/o Society of St. Vincent de Paul

217 Prospect Street

South Orange, NJ 07079

Checks should be made payable to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Thank you for helping us bear witness to the love of Christ.




Please join us for our annual

Eucharistic Procession
on the Feast of Corpus
Christi

immediately following the 11:30am Mass on
Sunday, June 7th

Lunch reception to follow.

All are welcome!
(Bring your family, children, and
friends)
Questions? Contact Lou at
kc3on3@gmail.com




