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Go therefore
and make

disciples of
all nations.

Matthew 28:19

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

May 17, 2026
The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord
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A Message from Fr. Brian

We celebrate the Feast of the Ascension this Sunday and profess our faith that Jesus
ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of the Father. In this Sunday’s Gospel,
we hear how Jesus went up on the Mount of Olives and, just before He ascended into
Heaven, He instructed the disciples to make disciples of all nations, promising them that He
would be with them (and us) always, until the end of the age. Indeed, even as He reigns now
from Heaven, He remains with us always and in all ways.

I’'m sure that the disciples wished that things could remain as they always had been, with
Jesus staying with them forever. But that wasn’t to be. Jesus had completed His earthly
mission, and it was time for Him to take His seat of authority at the right hand of the Father,
as well as to send the Holy Spirit upon the disciples, which would happen at Pentecost (we
celebrate that great feast next week). The situation had changed and so too did the disciples
have to change.

This is the pattern of life. Situations and circumstances change and we must adapt. It is
with this truth in mind that | announce that our parish day care center (the Nursery) will soon
be closing. The dynamics of running the day care center have changed dramatically since
Covid and as difficult and painful as it is to acknowledge this reality, we can’t ignore the
financial strain that the day care center has become for the parish. When it first opened 17
years ago and up to the pandemic, it provided a needed income stream for the parish. In
March of 2020 (pre-Covid), we had an enrollment in the low 40s and all but one of the
employees was part-time. Things were all going quite nicely and everyone was happy and
content with the day care center operations. With Covid and the structural changes that the
pandemic brought to our society, enrollment slowly but surely began to decrease to the mid-
20s, where it is today. In addition, all but one of the employees is now full-time with benefits
(finding part-time employees has been a big challenge). This means that 95% of our Nursery
revenues for the period ending June 30, 2026, go toward paying salaries and benefits,
leaving very little for insurance, utilities, supplies, and the many other expenses related to
running the day care center. The expected loss for this year for the day care center is
$109,000. And next year would be the same or worse.

| feel terrible for the employees and the families who have enrolled their children in our
day care center. But | have a fiduciary obligation not just to them, but to the entire 2,500
families that are registered in our parish. | cannot in good conscience allow our parish
savings account to be slowly drained in this way. You are very generous to our parish, and |
feel an enormous obligation to ensure that your generosity is applied in a prudent and fiscally
responsible way. | must balance the needs of the day care center families against the overall
needs of our parish and in making that assessment — over several years in countless
meetings with the parish Finance Council — it has become abundantly clear that running our
day care center is no longer a sustainable option.

This decision will, of course, affect the employees and the families of the day care
center students and we are obviously aware of that reality, and we are working to find ways
to cushion the blow. That said, it would be irresponsible not to look to the larger needs of the
parish. We have 5 buildings to maintain and many parish ministries and programs that are
dependent on our Sunday collection. With that reality guiding our decision, and again with the
advice of the parish Finance Council, our accountant, our parish business manager, and the
Property Management and Human Resources offices of the Archdiocese of Newark, we have
made this difficult but necessary decision.




Please note that this decision does not affect in any way the operations, programs,
staffing, enrollment, or future plans of Our Lady of Sorrows School (including the School’s
Pre-K program). The parish day care center has always operated independently from the
grammar school, with separate management and oversight and the circumstances
surrounding the day care center are unrelated to the school. Our grammar school remains
strong, active, and deeply committed to providing an excellent academic and faith-filled
experience for our students and families.

People have already begun to ask me what we will do with the building. The short
answer is | don’t know. What | do know is that for the time being it literally makes more sense
for the building to sit empty than to use it to run a day care center that loses more than $100K
per year. We will work with the Property Management Office of the Archdiocese to help us
assess the best use of the building and to market it for rental, if that makes the most sense. |
can assure you that whatever we do with the building will be in the best interest of the entire
parish community.

Change is difficult and the disciples of Jesus experienced that reality firsthand. But the
change brought about by the Ascension of Jesus was necessary and ultimately resulted in
the Church growing and the faith spreading to every corner of the world. Likewise, the
change in the use of the former convent building is now necessary and will ultimately result in
our parish becoming stronger.

Ascension Blessings,

P Fon

Ascension Day Prayer

Let us Pray:

Dear Lord Jesus Christ,
Right before your Ascension into heaven,
you told your apostles to be His witnesses
to the ends of the earth upon receiving the Holy Spirit.
May I be similarly inspired to spread your Gospel message in word and deed,
according to your will for me.
And may I do so prudently and joyfully,
with your help, your guidance, and your grace!
And remembering this glorious event,
help me to seek what is above, Heaven,
where you are seated at the right hand of God the Father!
Amen.

Prayer Source: Qur Catholic Prayers



https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/ascension-day-prayer.html

THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
May 10 Week 45 YTD
Collection $11,851 $588,667
Collection $12,635 $568,569

First Communion - $2,445
Confirmation - $1,885

Second Collection — Repairs & Maintenance
$6,758

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal Weekly Update
Time to take our temperature!

We inched up from last week but only by about
$2,000. Right now, we’re hovering around the
same temperature outside. Don’t we all want
warmer, sunnier days? Let’s bring on the heat!

If each of our 2,453 registered families were able
to contribute about $13 per week for the next six
weeks (or a one-time donation of $78), we could
meet our goal. We can do this!

You can contribute by returning the mailing
you received at home, using one of the
envelopes in the pews of the church,
scanning the QR code in the graphic or by
visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

Total donors
as of 5-12-26: OUI' Goal

48 $94,375

Total # of OLS families: ( }
2453

Total # of OLS parishioners: =

5889 = Raised

4362,802

To make a gift:
https://rcan.org/sharing/

Meet Our Staff
Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqggins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

JOIN THE OUR LADY OF SORROWS
PRESCHOOL FAMILY!

-

OPEN HOUSE

FRIDAY, MAY. 221t

9AM TO 10AM

WHAT WE OFFER:

¥ Play-based curriculum with
caring, experienced teachers

@ Qutdoor learning on our
" beautiful campus
; w Hot lunch made with love
J4 Music, STREAM, and PE classes . .
«=® On-site school nurse

= Half Day, Full Day &

S8 Extended Day options Q Convenient downtown

location
Please call 973.762.5169 to reserve your spot or visit
www.ourladyofsorrowsschool.org/prekopenhouse
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VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2026
5:30 PM  Mary Inguaggiato

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026
8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM  John McGrath
11:30 AM  All Rosarians, living and deceased

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026

7:00 AM  Lynn Bryce and Rosemary Muller —
Special Intention
12:00 PM  Claire Weierman

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2026

7:00 AM  Joshua Pascual — Special Intention
9:30 AM  Our Lady of Sorrows School —
May Crowning Mass

Loretta Pastor

12:00 PM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026
7:00 AM Maureen Morris
12:00 PM  Jerome McElroy

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026

7:00 AM Deceased members of The Calabrese
and DiGiacomo Families
12:00 PM Maria Carinha

FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2026
7:00 AM  Francine Rogers
12:00 PM Barbara Harrigan

SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026
8:30 AM Antonio Espinosa
12:00 PM Christine McMillan —
Special Intention
VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2026
8:00 AM  Mary Sullivan
10:00 AM  Josephine Clemens
11:30 AM  Elizabeth Giuliano Magnes —
41st Anniversary

Pray for the Departed
.o Letusremember those who
¥ = have recently passed away at
! OLS: Mary L. Memoli

Eternal rest grant unto Mary, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in
peace. Amen.

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa,
Anne Sanchez, Julian Sherman, Paul Sidwa,
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Kathi
Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward,
Stephanie Windsor

@JPPC

FOR THE SICK




Congratulations to Our Lady of Sorrows
2026 Confirmation Candidates

Bella Elizabeth Borde
Madeline Joan Catanese
Summer Margaret Connell
Marianna Cecilia Daley
Audrey Bernadette Ebert
Renzo Gabriel Falconi-Hildalgo
Dominique Elizabeth Farrell
Elisabeth Vera Froelich
Ainsley Francis Geoghan
Patrick John Healey
Eleanor Bridget Herley
Ava Catherine Hersh
Mavya Eloise Hersh
Rylon Pio Homer
Mary Teresa Kola
Claire Genevieve Jacquette
Cole Michael Ximble
Kelsey Francis Kowyoumdjian
Olivia Inez MacWhannell

Cassandra Colette Maguire
Owen Anthony McCree
Jackson Wolfgang Merry
Frances Catherine Miller
Chloe Therese Papa
Sofia Cecilia Peterson
William Anthony Placke
Evelyn Marie Quinn
Henry Edward Romanski
Christopher Dominic Schmidt
Amelia Teresa Schubel
August Viadimir Schumann
Sarah Louise Sullivan
Thomas William Walmsley
Finnian Leo Walsh
Murphy Francis Walsman
Cooper Michael Zancolli

Jack Sebastian Zancolli




Join fellow OLS Families
For a fun evening at the
Paper Mill Playhouse
Sunday, June 7, 2026
7:00pm
to see

West Side Story!

OLS has reserved a limited number of tickets at the special
group rate of $40.00 per ticket (adults and kids).
Seats are on the rear sides of the orchestra.
Complete the tear off form below and mail/deliver your check

to the parish office c/o Joan Delaloye. Questions: j6delaloye@yahoo.com

Orders are due by Friday, May 22nd

Please print clearly, Thank you!

Name:
. in: Make check payable to:
Address: Zip: Our Lady of Sorrows Parish
. 217 Prospect Street
Telephone: South Orange, N.J. 07079
Email: Tickets will be

mailed to your
home 1-2 weeks

Number of tickets:

Amount Enclosed: before the show




