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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079
973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

"If you love Me, you w:
eep My commandments."

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

May 10, 2026
Sixth Sunday of Easter
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A Special Message from Stephanie Sonnick

Friends - Happy Mother’s Day to all of the mothers, both natural and spiritual, who are reading this
letter. What a blessing it is to recognize our mothers during this season of Easter!

Today’s Responsorial Psalm is a stellar reminder to us listeners that we’re still in the liturgical
season of Easter. What makes it “stellar”? Well, beyond literal references to the cosmos (!), the Psalmist
reminds us to be people of joy as we express gratitude to God for his saving actions in our personal and
collective histories. Easter is a privileged time to recall and act on that joy!

It is from this posture of active joy and gratitude that | share some personal news: I'm moving! More
specifically: I’'m moving to Houston, Texas to join the staff at the Houston Catholic Worker House, Casa
Juan Diego. Casa Juan Diego was founded by a lay couple in the 1980s as a place of refuge
and hospitality for undocumented migrants. These founders were following in the footsteps of Dorothy
Day and Peter Maurin, who founded the Catholic Worker movement in Manhattan in the 1930s to serve
the poor and marginalized during the Great Depression. Dorothy and Peter’s philosophy was built
on taking personal, lay responsibility for living out Jesus’ call in Matthew 25 ("for | was hungry and you
gave me food..."). As a Catholic Worker, I'll be praying in common with other Workers, living alongside
our female and child guests, assisting with outreach in the community, and living on a very low wage out
of solidarity.

I’'m excited about joining the mission at Casa Juan Diego, but my greatest joy in this new step is
the gratitude | feel towards God for His accompaniment of me during my decision-making. Like you, |
have a heart filled with questions and conflicts and hungers and doubts. Over this past
year, | have continually brought these hungers for communion, for communal prayer, for justice, and
for service to the feet of Jesus, along with all my doubts. And after putting the Catholic Worker on my
heart as a way of life that will feed these hungers of mine, Jesus has given me the graces of Peace and
joy to know that this is the right next step in my own discipleship. | am experiencing this Peace and
joy amidst the sacrifices and sorrows that accompany this decision, among them being my
departure from our staff. Thus, Jesus’ closeness and regard for me despite the challenges of moving far
from home and leaving our beautiful parish is “the reason for my hope,” as the author of 1 Peter exhorts
us to have in our Second Reading today.

My last official day at Our Lady of Sorrows will be June 26t". Between now and then, I'll be working
with members of our parish and staff to make sure that this transition is as smooth as possible
for this community. | have come to know and love you over the past three-and-a-half years, and |
promise you | will do all | can to ensure the continued flourishing of the Sorrows family. | also ask your
forgiveness for times that | have failed you or your families by my actions or lack of action.

Please keep this transition in your prayers as Father Brian begins the process of hiring my
replacement. I'll share another update in June with a way (or two) that you can follow my future goings-
on at Casa Juan Diego if that interests you. But I'll close this letter by expressing to each of you a
deep and profound gratitude for welcoming me into your homes, your lives, your joys, your sorrows, and
your faith journeys over these past three years. The many gifts | have received from serving you here at
Sorrows will always remain a treasure in my heart, and | am so very grateful!

Please keep me in your prayers and I'll keep you in mine. And may we all trust in our God and
express our love to Him by following His Gospel more closely, trusting that even in difficult circumstances,
His Gospel is a lamp for our feet, a light for our path, and the only Way, only Truth, and only Life worth
living.

In Fraternal Love and Peace,

LGt Q2.




THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
May 3 Week 44 YTD
Collection $13,526 $576,816
Collection $12,635 $555,934

Second Collection — Repairs & Maintenance
$541

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Archbishop’ Annual Appeal Weekly Update
Time to take our temperature!

We are now about $33,000 away from meeting
our goal. A reminder that our deadline (for
collected funds) is June 30". We can do this!

You can contribute by returning the mailing
you received at home, using one of the
envelopes in the pews of the church,
scanning the QR code in the graphic or by
visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing

In addition to helping our own church, here
are some of the Archdiocese’s programs and
ministries that your donation will benefit:

e Social service and youth/family service
programs such as Mercy House
(rcan.org/mercy-house)

e Support for seminarians and priests

e Catholic schools in our Archdiocese
including our very own!

e Faith formation activities

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

We are FAR from reaching our goal!

Total donors

Please Help Us!
as of 5-5-26:

82 $94,376

Total # of OLS families:
2453
Total # of OLS parishioners:
5889

IIID

Raised

4$60,982

@

To make a gift:
https://rcan.org/sharing/

Rosary Society News

T TR May is the month dedicated
_ to our Blessed Mother.
- To honor her, our May
Crowning will be at the
10:00am Mass today
(Mother’s Day - May 10t).

- Our First Communicants
- will place the crown and
shower her with flowers,
. making this event even
more beautiful.

Additionally, The Rosary Society’s next meeting will
be this coming Wednesday, May 13t (the feast of
Our Lady of Fatima) at 7:00pm. Deacon Walter will
join us afterward as a guest speaker. Light
refreshments will be served, and all are welcome.
Please consider joining us!

Help at Family Mass

There are three Family Masses left (including
today) before we take a break for the summer.
Please consider encouraging your child to help at
one of them. Sweet bonus: there will be donuts
after each of these!

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

Before the Summer Starts, We Need Help On:
May 10th
May 24th
June 14th
Students in K-3: Greet and Welcome Before Mass,
Hand Out Bulletins after Mass
Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!
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Meet Our Staff
Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Safe Environment Corner

Safe Environment Corner
Mental Health Awareness Month

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. The Church’s Safe
Environment efforts emphasize education, awareness,
compassion and appropriate response to concerns involving
children, youth, and vulnerable adults. Mental and emotional
health play an important role in maintaining healthy
relationships and boundaries.

If you or someone you know is experiencing distress or has
concerns about inappropriate behavior or misconduct, please
seek support and report concerns promptly. Protecting God’s
people is a responsibility we all share.

Anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct is
asked to inform us so that we may take appropriate action
to protect others and to provide support to victims of
sexual abuse. Call the Coordinator for the Office of
Accompaniment in the Archdiocesan Department for the
Protection of the Faithful at 201-407-3256.

Knights (k)News!

A Day at the Races

i Knights of
Columbus
“Day at
the Races”
Saturday, May 30

Spend a Saturday afternoon at Monmouth Park Race Track
enjoying seating in a reserved picnic area watching horse racing
(and betting if interested).

Eventis RAIN OR SHINE.
No refunds due to inclement weather.

Full payment required to reserve spaces.

Included with payment of Adult Rate (13 & up) - $65:
admission, program, pen, food, drink, and t-shirt.

Child Rate (12 & under) - $10
includes: admission, food, drink (NO program, pen, or t-shirt)

Toregister: use the QR code below or
send an email to Council4066@gmail.com

Early bird registration by Sunday May 10 to guarantee your shirt size!

Registration closes on Thursday, May 28

Scan this QR code with your
phone to make a secure payment 3
with Paypal, Venmo or Apple Pay  [&]:%

by botile bawwwﬁ
SAVE YOUR CHANGE. SAVE A LIFE!

Our Knights of Columbus will once again be supporting the First Choice Women'’s
Resource Centers through the Baby Bottle Boomerang program.

Bottles will be distributed after all Masses on Mother’s Day
weekend (May 9% and 10") and remain available in the church
vestibule. Fill bottles with coins, cash or checks (made payable
to First Choice Women’s Resource Centers) and return them by
June 21st (Father’s Day) to the crib, which will be set up in the
vestibule.

If you would like to donate online, please visit: 1stchoicefriends.org
Choose Give/Give Now and select Baby Bottle Boomerang as the Fund and Church of
Our Lady of Sorrows as the Sub Fund.

Thanks in large part to your generosity, 945 women chose life for their babies last
year. Help us to share the truth and bring hope to young women and teens who
find themselves in an unplanned pregnancy.

@firstchoice

WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTERS
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VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026
5:30 PM  All Mothers, living and deceased

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026

8:00 AM  All Mothers, living and deceased
10:00 AM  All Mothers, living and deceased
11:30 AM  All Mothers, living and deceased

MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026
7:00 AM Sr. Helene, SCC
12:00 PM  Briand Eugene

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026
7:00 AM  Stanley A. Milewski
12:00 PM  Joseph Martin

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026
7:00 AM Robert Nelson Davie Jr.
12:00 PM  Bridgette C. O’Brien

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026
7:00 AM  Sam Etienne — Special Intention
12:00 PM Catherine Sullivan

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2026
7:00 AM Sarah Westra
12:00 PM  Timothy Hickey

SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2026
8:30 AM Cheryl Alonso Dentato
12:00 PM Margaret T. FitzMaurice

VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2026
5:30 PM  Mary Inguaggiato

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026
8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM  John McGrath
11:30 AM  All Rosarians, living and deceased

Pray for the Departed
.o Letusremember our deceased
¥ = loved ones in our prayers.

St. Paul of the Cross wrote,

“If, during life, we have been kind to the suffering
souls in purgatory, God will see that help be not
denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is in memory of Bridgette C.
O’Brien requested by Kathy FitzMaurice.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa,
Anne Sanchez, Julian Sherman, Paul Sidwa,
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Kathi
Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward,
Stephanie Windsor
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Congratulations to Our Lady of Sorrows
First Communicants
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Mateo Josue Chavez Scarlett James Kraus
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Corinne Nicolle Finnerty Charlotte Rose Pascarella
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Kaia Lenore Jackson Emma Victoria Trzcianowski
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Stella Rose Jankura Nora Louise Wittleder
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Join fellow OLS Families
For a fun evening at the
Paper Mill Playhouse
Sunday, June 7, 2026
7:00pm
to see

West Side Story!

OLS has reserved a limited number of tickets at the special
group rate of $40.00 per ticket (adults and kids).
Seats are on the rear sides of the orchestra.
Complete the tear off form below and mail/deliver your check

to the parish office c/o Joan Delaloye. Questions: j6delaloye@yahoo.com

Orders are due by Friday, May 22nd

Please print clearly, Thank you!

Name:
. in: Make check payable to:
Address: Zip: Our Lady of Sorrows Parish
. 217 Prospect Street
Telephone: South Orange, N.J. 07079
Email: Tickets will be

mailed to your
home 1-2 weeks

Number of tickets:

Amount Enclosed: before the show




