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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm —2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

St. Thomas was the one among the apostles who thirsted for answers because he cared
about the truth. He seems to be the one who needs to find answers and proof. This time in today’s
Gospel, with the questions “where are you going?” and “how do we know the way?” and, later,
after the resurrection, “l won'’t believe until | see His wounds and feel them.” However, the focus
of his questions is a bit off. It’s all about checking the boxes correctly. Thomas’ questions are
really about the methods, as they pose the questions of “where” and “how.” However, Christ shifts
the focus of the questions from methods to relationship, by answering those questions through
words like “I” and the “Father”. Now, the focus is on “Who” more than anything else.

He teaches Thomas and us that the very person of Jesus Christ Himself is the method itself:
He is not only a messenger but the very message itself, not only the giver of life but life itself, and
not only the giver of truth, but the truth itself. All this to say what? There is only one method, which
is being one with the Lord, the way He is one with the Father. Christ is the method, the way, the
truth, and the life. Christian life is, therefore, first and foremost about the relationship with Jesus,
more so than being obsessed with the logistics. If we get the personal relationship component of
our faith (being one with the Lord) correctly, everything else will fall into the right order. Of course,
being one with the Lord entails being one with His Body, which is the Catholic Church, by adhering
to the sacred doctrines.

Thomas must have recalled this particular moment at the Last Supper, when He finally met
Jesus after the resurrection, after putting his hands on the Lord's side. Everything must have
clicked, prompting him to become the first to call Jesus God (John 20:28). The one who was so
focused on getting the facts straight to check the boxes, after touching Christ's wounds, he
becomes the first to fully realize who Jesus truly is: God in the flesh. How? By shifting his focus
from having to know the facts that benefit his soul, to the complete acknowledgment of God’s
goodness in having become one of us to die and rise for us! With that, Thomas, along with facts,
obtains the eternal truth.

It doesn’t surprise me that Thomas was the one who went the farthest to preach the Gospel.
According to many reliable accounts and the Sacred Tradition of the Church, He is believed to
have preached who Jesus was in India. Interesting, isn’t it? The one who doubted the most, and
was so concerned about his soul’s well-being, became the one who went the extra mile for Jesus.
How was that possible? Because doubts and struggles made him stronger, the way winds make
trees stronger. We must give Thomas some credit. Even in doubt, he remained.

Our God can do anything. If we, even in doubt, could persevere in our faith and keep coming
back to the altar, we too, like Thomas, will be empowered to recognize who Christ truly is.
Afterward, we too shall be the ones willing to go anywhere and do anything for the Lord. But, for
that to happen, we must first remain in that scene of the Last Supper by returning to Mass every
Sunday (or as many times as possible!) and by returning to our fellow disciples, who are the
members of our parish community. St. Thomas, pray for us, and teach us to see the value of
struggles in our faith journey!

Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
April 26 Week 43 YTD
Collection $9,994 $563,290
Collection $12,635 $543,299

Second Collection — Catholic Home Missions
$2 091

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Time to take our temperature!

We’re gaining steam though still far behind
our assigned parish goal of $94,375. Our
deadline (for collected funds) is now eight
weeks away.

Here are some of the Archdiocese’s programs
and ministries that your donation will benefit:

e Social service and youth/family service
programs such as Mercy House
(rcan.org/mercy-house)

e Support for seminarians and priests

e Catholic schools in our Archdiocese
including our very own!

e Faith formation activities

You can contribute by returning the mailing
you have already received at home, using one
of the envelopes in the pews of the church,
scanning the QR code in the graphic or by
visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

We are FAR from reaching our goal!

Total donors Please Help Us!
as of 4-28-26:

80 $94,376

Total # of OLS families:
2453
Total # of OLS parishioners:
5889

IIID

Raised

4$60,462

To make a gift:
https:/ircan.org/sharing/

Welcome to the Church
S Last Sunday — April 26t —

o seven new members were
initiated into our Christian
Community. They are:
Annabelle Jessica Garcia,
Daniel Vincent Marra, Jr.,
Emma River Fosselman,
Gemma Grace Keefe,
Jackson Collins Blake, Jacob Patrick DaSilva,
and Nico Henry Kenol

Congratulations to their parents, godparents, and
families! To inquire about infant baptism, email
Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com

S — If you feel a movement in
’ your soul to learn more
about the Catholic faith or
have not received all your
sacraments and desire to
return “home,” please call
% Sr. Mary Selina at
(973) 763-5454.

Knights (k)News!

Join our Knights of Columbus Council 4066 for a
Day at the Races!

Knights of
Columbus
“Dayat
the Races”

Saturday, May 30

Spend a Saturday afternoon at Monmouth Park Race Track
enjoying seating in a reserved picnic area watching horse racing
(and betting if interested).

Event is RAIN OR SHINE.
No refunds due to inclement weather.

Full payment required to reserve spaces.

Included with payment of Adult Rate (13 & up) - $65:
admission, program, pen, food, drink, and t-shirt.

Child Rate (12 & under) - $10
includes: admission, food, drink (NO program, pen, or t-shirt)

To register: use the QR code below or
send an email to Council4066@gmail.com

Early bird registration by Sunday May 10 to guarantee your shirt size!

Registration closes on Thursday, May 28

Scan this QR code with your =,
phone to make a secure payment
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Meet Our Staff
Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

As many of you have
noticed, envelope delivery
has been delayed due to
printing equipment issues
with our vendor. Here is an
update from them.

We sincerely apologize that the delay in receiving
your weekly offertory envelopes has now extended
into another month. Due to ongoing equipment
issues and other delays, production has taken longer
than anticipated to fully recover.

If you have not received your
envelopes, you may use a plain
white envelope for your offering.
Please write your last name and
envelope number (if you know it)
on the outside. And, if you wish
to give online in the interim or altogether,

scan the QR Code.

Verso Cristo Corner

Core Faith

S

&
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When: Sunday, May 31st
Time: 1:15 PM - 3:15 PM
Where: Maplewood, New Jersey

(Specific address provided upon RSYP)
RSVP w/ Pri @ priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org
Please bring a rosary! Mats, equipment and refreshments will be
provided.

Strengthen your faith and your core at the
Rosary and Pilates event! Join us as we honor
Mother Mary and our bodies as God's temple
through prayer and physical wellness.

Light refreshments and fellowship to follow

When you RSVP you also enter for a chance to
win a 3-week unlimited fitness trial at the
boutique studio. This amazing package includes
diverse classes like Pilates, ballet, strength
training, stretch, and dance. Simply RSVP, and
you're automatically entered! Winner announced
at the event.

Mangia!

R\l Iﬁ/ Verso Cristo’s next Young
®w. /7 AdultLunchis TODAY -

— /gﬁ Sunday, May 3". Join us after
=== the 11:30am Mass for lunch at

’ & . Wesley’s apartment.
(fyll\s\

Meet our group in the vestibule after Mass to
walk over together. This is a great way to
connect with other young adults at the parish.

Stay tuned for upcoming Verso Cristo events!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026

8:00 AM  Deceased members of the DePaola,
Deehan and Salvante Families
10:00 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall
11:30 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —

Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2026
7:00 AM Michael Bergin and Family
12:00 PM Patricia J. Smith — 27t Anniversary

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2026
7:00 AM  Patrick Kevin McHugh
12:00 PM Bridget O’Leary

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026
7:00 AM Edward Silliere
12:00 PM  Cathy Craig

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026

7:00 AM  Travis and Carolyn White —
Special Intention
12:00 PM David Westra

FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2026
7:00 AM Dan Paulson — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Joann Copeland

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026
8:30 AM Arthur Don Floyd
12:00 PM Hans Hahr

VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026
5:30 PM All Mothers, living and deceased

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026
8:00 AM  All Mothers, living and deceased
10:00 AM  All Mothers, living and deceased
11:30 AM  All Mothers, living and deceased

Pray for the Departed
, Let us remember our

1 deceased loved ones in our
! _ prayers.

St. Paul of the Cross wrote,
“If, during life, we have been kind to the suffering
souls in purgatory, God will see that help be not
denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is in memory of Dr. Roland
Purcell requested by Genevieve Serrette.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa,
Anne Sanchez, Julian Sherman, Paul Sidwa,
Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Kathi
Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward,
Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK

@JPPC
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Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

Before the Summer Starts, We Need Help On:

May 10th
May 24th
June 14th

Students in K-3: Greet and Welcome Before Mass,
Hand Out Bulletins after Mass

Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!
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SAVE YOUR CHANGE. SAVE A LI

Our Knights of Columbus will once again be supporting the First Choice Women's
Resource Centers through the Baby Bottle Boomerang program.

Bottles will be distributed after all Masses on Mother’s Day
weekend (May 9" and 10") and remain available in the church
vestibule. Fill bottles with coins, cash or checks (made payable
to First Choice Women’s Resource Centers) and return them by
June 21st (Father’s Day) to the crib, which will be set up in the
vestibule.

If you would like to donate online, please visit: 1stchoicefriends.org
Choose Give/Give Now and select Baby Bottle Boomerang as the Fund and Church of
Our Lady of Sorrows as the Sub Fund.

Thanks in large part to your generosity, 945 women chose life for their babies last
year. Help us to share the truth and bring hope to young women and teens who
find themselves in an unplanned pregnancy.

@ﬁrstchoice

WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTERS




