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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079
973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 « FAX: 973-763-9506

April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday)
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A Message from Fr. Brian

The story is told of the late, great actor and orator Richard Burton who was given a grand
reception at his childhood parish. When he asked those gathered if there was anything they
especially wanted to hear him recite from memory, his old pastor asked him to recite Psalm 23
(“The Lord is my Shepherd”). Richard Burtron responded, “| will, on one condition: that after |
have recited it, you, my pastor and teacher, will do the same.” The old pastor agreed and Burton
began to beautifully recite the Psalm. His voice and intonation were perfect. He held his
audience spellbound, and when he finished the audience enthusiastically applauded. The old
pastor then rose from his wheelchair and began to recite the same Psalm. His voice was feeble
and shivering and his tone was not faultless. But, when he finished, there was not a dry eye in
the room. The great actor Richard Burton rose, and his voice quivered as he said, “Ladies and
gentlemen, | reached your eyes and ears, but my old pastor has reached your hearts. The
difference is just this: | know the Psalm, but he knows the Shepherd.”

The Shepherd referred to in this story is, of course, Jesus. He has the task of shepherding
over 8 billion of us on planet Earth. On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we are reminded that it is
important for us, the flock of Jesus, to listen to the voice of the Shepherd and to follow that voice
wherever it leads, to tune-in to the soft whisper of Christ, which invites us continually to know,
love and serve Him. We listen to the voices of so many others: entertainers, athletes, media
talking-heads, politicians. Do we listen to the voice of Christ, who speaks to us through daily
prayer, Scripture, the Church, and other people?

Today is also the World Day of Prayer for Priestly Vocations. We are clearly in need of more
priestly vocations. In the Archdiocese of Newark, we have 381 active priests, serving 1.37
million Catholics. That means that there is 1 priest for every 3,600 Catholics. 254 of our priests
are over the age of 51 and 135 of them are over the age of 61 (including me!). In 8 years, we
are expected to be down to about 300 active priests and in about 12 years, that number will
decrease to about 220-240. That's a decrease of about 40% in just 12 years! These dire
numbers are not meant to alarm you, but to awaken in you the awareness that you need to pray
for more priests and you need to begin encouraging young men to explore a priestly vocation.
Vocations are not just the responsibility of the Church. That responsibility belongs to all of us,
and in a particular way to parents and grandparents and other parishioners. The vocational seed
that God has planted must be nurtured.

This Sunday within the Archdiocese of Newark is “Called by Name Sunday,” which Fr.
Andrew will explain in detail at Masses this weekend (FYI: I'll be away this weekend for a family
wedding). In short, this initiative is your chance to prayerfully suggest the name(s) of young men
(ages 15-35) who you believe may have a priestly vocation. In doing so, know that you may be
helping a young man to discover his vocation, his life’s work, and his true fulfillment. | can
personally attest to you that the priesthood offers rewards that far out measure any sacrifices
and that almost all priests believe that they have found the pearl of great price and that they
wouldn’t trade it for anything in the world. And, if that’'s not enough, priests have nearly the
highest job satisfaction rate of any profession (80-90% for priests, compared to an average job
satisfaction rate of 50% for other occupations). It's no wonder we priests are so happy and
satisfied: we act in the Person of Jesus the Good Shepherd! And we not only know the Psalm,
but we also know the Shepherd!

Blessings in Christ the Good Shepherd,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
April 19 Week 42 YTD
Collection $14,320 $553,296
Collection $12,635 $530,664

Food Pantry - $1,050

Easter Sunday Collection: $34,555
Easter Sunday Budget: $34,000

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Today is Called by Name Sunday!

Time to take our temperature!

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is the only
time that we really want a fever! As you can
see, we are still behind our assigned parish
goal of $94,375.

Here are some of the Archdiocese’s programs
and ministries that your donation will benefit:

e Social service and youth/family service
programs such as Mercy House
(rcan.org/mercy-house)

e Support for seminarians and priests

e Catholic schools in our Archdiocese
including our very own!

e Faith formation activities

Our deadline (for collected funds) is nine
weeks away. Let’'s make this happen!

You can contribute by returning the mailing
you have already received at home, by using
one of the envelopes in the pews of the
church, or by visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

We are FAR from reaching our goal!

Total donors ¢ Y
bt i Annual Appeal
74 $94,375
Total # of OLS families: ( )
2453 —]
Total # of OLS parishioners: =
5889 =)
__ 1 _Raised
To make a gift: \ $57,638

https:/ircan.org/sharing/
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Cardinal Tobin is asking us to identify faithful
young men (ages 15-35) who exhibit a love of
God and neighbor, and who may be open to
learning more about the priesthood. To submit
names, please visit newarkpriest.com.

The men whose names you submit will receive a
letter of encouragement from Cardinal Tobin,
invitations to discernment events, and support
from our Vocation Team. Thank you for
supporting vocations!
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On Good Shepherd Sunday (today!) let us offer
this prayer to the Sacred Heart for vocations:

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, fountain of love and
mercy, raise up holy priests after Your Own Heart:
humble, pure, and consumed with zeal for souls.

Draw young men to Yourself and enflame their
hearts with desire to make You known through
Word and Sacrament, both in times of tranquility
and tribulation.

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we trust in You.
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Meet Our Staff
Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Bagels, Coffee & Donuts... TODAY!

Join us after the 10:00am
(Family Mass) and 11:30am
Masses today for Bagels,
Coffee & Donuts as well as a

We will take a break over the summer, so you
might like to note that our last Bagels, Coffee &
Donuts (BCD) will be on Sunday, June 14t

If you would like to shore up our BCD reserves
while you’re “Down the Shore” this summer, feel
free to scan the QR code.

related children’s craft activity.

Verso Cristo Corner

Core Faith
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When: Sunday, May 31st
Time: 1:15 PM - 3:15 PM
Where: Maplewood, New Jersey

(Specific address provided upon RSYP)
RSVP w/ Pri @ priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org
Please bring a rosary! Mats, equipment and refreshments will be
provided.

Strengthen your faith and your core at the
Rosary and Pilates event! Join us as we honor
Mother Mary and our bodies as God's temple
through prayer and physical wellness. Light
refreshments and fellowship to follow.

When you RSVP you also enter for a chance to
win a 3-week unlimited fitness trial at the
boutique studio. This amazing package includes
diverse classes like Pilates, ballet, strength
training, stretch, and dance. Simply RSVP, and
you're automatically entered! Winner announced
at the event.

Mangia!

% \%"jy Verso Cristo’s next Young
" /.7 Adult Lunch will be next
— (o Sunday, May 3. Join us for

the 11:30am Mass followed by
lunch at Wesley’s apartment.
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Meet our group in the vestibule after Mass to
walk over together. This is a great way to
connect with other young adults at the parish.

Stay tuned for upcoming Verso Cristo events!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026

8:00 AM  All Rosarians, living and deceased
10:00 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall
11:30 AM  Charles and June Lynch

MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2026
7:00 AM  Michael Eugene Downey
12:00 PM  Angeline Narduzzi

TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026
7:00 AM  Anna Greydanus — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Marilyn Cucciniello

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2026
7:00 AM  Terry Woolard
12:00 PM James Sullivan

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026
7:00 AM  William Zurat, Sr.
12:00 PM  Alfred Genkinger

FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2026
7:00 AM Rob Pascual — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Angeline Narduzzi

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2026
8:30 AM Maryann Capano
12:00 PM Andrew Taggart

VIGIL SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026

8:00 AM  Deceased members of the DePaola,
Deehan and Salvante Families
10:00 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall
11:30 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —

Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory

Pray for the Departed

Let us remember those who
have recently passed away
at OLS: Philip J. Mistretta.

Eternal rest grant unto Philip, O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is for the special intention of
Donna Audain requested by Genevieve Serrette.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa,
Julian Sherman, Paul Sidwa, Marie Somers,
Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen,
Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo
Ward, Stephanie Windsor
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Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

Before the Summer Starts, We Need Help On:

May 10th
May 24th
June 14th

Students in K-3: Greet and Welcome Before Mass,
Hand Out Bulletins after Mass

Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!
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SAVE YOUR CHANGE. SAVE A LI

Our Knights of Columbus will once again be supporting the First Choice Women's
Resource Centers through the Baby Bottle Boomerang program.

Bottles will be distributed after all Masses on Mother’s Day
weekend (May 9" and 10") and remain available in the church
vestibule. Fill bottles with coins, cash or checks (made payable
to First Choice Women’s Resource Centers) and return them by
June 21st (Father’s Day) to the crib, which will be set up in the
vestibule.

If you would like to donate online, please visit: 1stchoicefriends.org
Choose Give/Give Now and select Baby Bottle Boomerang as the Fund and Church of
Our Lady of Sorrows as the Sub Fund.

Thanks in large part to your generosity, 945 women chose life for their babies last
year. Help us to share the truth and bring hope to young women and teens who
find themselves in an unplanned pregnancy.

@ﬁrstchoice

WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTERS




