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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

Were not our hearts burning
within us while he spoke to us
on the way and opened the
scriptures to us?

LUKE 24:32

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm —2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

| gave up my social media for about three months, from January to Easter Sunday. As a
result, | missed out on some good and important news and updates about my loved ones'
lives. However, there were so many blessings that came with not using social media. Of
course, there was one less thing distracting me; however, one of its greatest fruits was being
a bit more genuine. What do | mean by that? Because | couldn’t see any photos, videos, or
stories they posted on social media about their lives, the question “How are you doing?” was
filled with much more enthusiasm and sincerity. | was far more sincere when asking that
question, without seeing their Instagram posts!

It's so easy to think that the photos and videos of happy moments on social media are all
there is to our lives. Many young people, especially, fall into the trap of thinking that the nice
photos they post, or that others post, truly reflect the reality of their lives. Before we know it,
we are comparing ourselves to others, wondering why our lives aren’t as happy as others', or
why we don’t have the things others have. Why? Because we lose our sense of reality after
being bombarded with posts from ourselves and others that present curated, edited highlights
of the best moments. When we are so immersed in social media, it seems everyone else is
doing better than we are.

If the season of Lent was an opportune time to fight the disorderly attachments, the
season of Easter is an opportune time to fight against the self-created perception of our
“‘where we should be,” or perhaps “what we should look like.” The joyful season of Easter
calls us out of comparison and complaint, bringing us to the reality of life. On this Third
Sunday of Easter, St. Peter, in our second reading, calls us to realize that we, Christians, are
ransomed from our futile conduct by the blood of Christ, who is the unblemished lamb.
Therefore, all Christians are obliged to conduct themselves as those who know the dignity of
being ransomed.

There are so many futile conflicts we are attached to because of our weaknesses.
We desire to become someone we are not, and we constantly compare ourselves to others,
focusing too much on the external rather than the internal life. Too often, we are filled with
vanity. However, friends, if we truly remember the very sacrifice our God made on behalf of
and for each of us, perhaps we won’t dare to give up being ourselves because of the value
He places on each of us. He didn’t only save and ransom humanity from captivity, but EACH
OF US! Long story short, we no longer must be bound by the secular norms of “look” happy
and doing well. We are already made good and worthy through the merit of Jesus Christ,
because of the precious blood He shed on the Cross for us. Friends, St. Peter clearly teaches
us that we are bought with something greater than silver or gold. Our Lord made captive our
captivity and purchased us at a price far more than any other secular currency, which is His
own precious blood.

Therefore, each of us, who is under the auspice of His precious blood, carries with us
eternal worth. What does that tell us? We do not need to prove ourselves or compete for
every material thing others may have. We are worth so much more than gold and silver in this
present age! Now that we are enjoying the time of our Lord’s victory over death, let’s bring
ourselves to reality: that each of us matters and is worth more than billions of dollars that
some may have, if we stay near the Lord. During this Easter season, let’s focus on what'’s
real, instead of our curated posts on social media or any other pretentiousness we may
struggle with. We are more than our fantasies and our idols.

Easter Blessings to you all!
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
April 5 Week 40 YTD
Collection $13,710 $528,584
Collection $12,635 $505,395

Easter Flowers - $1,371
Holy Land Collection - $2,349

Easter Sunday Collection: $33,778
Easter Sunday Budget: $34,000

April 12 Week 41 YTD
Collection $10,392 $538,976
Collection $12,635 $518,029

Repairs and Maintenance - $4,001

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is underway!
This yearly collection funds essential
programs and ministries at the heart of our
Catholic mission. It supports the efforts of the
Archdiocese of Newark in proclaiming the
Gospel, of passing on the faith to future
generations, and of caring for the poor and
those on the margins.

Our assigned parish goal is $94,375. It is
steep but we believe that if any parish can
rise to the challenge, it's OLS! If we meet our
goal in funds collected by June 30™, our
parish will receive a 2% rebate on our annual
assessment rate, which is a significant
savings for us.

Please support the Annual Appeal by
returning the mailing you have already
received at home, by using one of the
envelopes in the pews of the church, or by
visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing
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Baby Bottle Boomerang 2026
Our Knights of Columbus will
once again be participating in the
Baby Bottle Boomerang
program, which supports First
Choice Women’s Resource
Centers (1stchoicefriends.orq).

Bottles will be distributed after all
Masses on May 9" and 10t
(Mother’'s Day Weekend) and
remain available in the church vestibule.

Fill bottles with coins, cash or checks (payable to
First Choice Women’s Resource Centers) and
return them by June 215t (Father’s Day) to the crib,
which will be set up in the vestibule.

firstchoice

WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTERS

OLS Cares...
is here to help and needs your help!

OLS Cares is our ministry to aid parishioners
with concrete, emergent needs such as
meals, transportation, outreach and prayer in
times of crisis. However, to assist people with
particular and specific needs, we could use
your assistance.

Do you have a skill or area of expertise you'd
be willing to share? Are you retired from a
career in law, medicine, finance, architecture,
engineering, education etc. and able to offer
insight and guidance? If you are open to
being a resource, please let us know.

Email: cares@olschurch.com

Thank you in advance!

OLS CARES
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Meet Our Staff
Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Special Request from the Archdiocese

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
On Mondays and Fridays after T
the 12pm Mass we have
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament concluding at 3pm
— The Hour of Mercy —with the
Divine Mercy Chaplet.

What better time than during
Eastertide to spend some
quiet time in prayer before Our Risen Lord?

“Do you realize that Jesus is there in the
Blessed Sacrament expressly for you, for you
alone? He burns with the desire to come into
your heart!” - St. Therese of Lisieux

Our parish is participating in a gift card collection in
collaboration with the Archdiocese of Newark and
First Friends of NJ & NY (www firstfriendsnjny.orq).

We are collecting $20 gift cards to ShopRite,
Walmart, or Stop & Shop to assist families of
detainees held at Delaney Hall Detention Center
due to immigration status. Many of these families
have lost their primary breadwinner and are
struggling to provide food and necessities. Your
donation makes a meaningful difference for a
family facing hardship. When given in faith and
solidarity, even a modest gift becomes a sign of
hope. This initiative is a concrete way to live out the
Corporal Work of Mercy to feed the hungry.

Gift cards may be placed in the collection
basket this Sunday as well as next (4/26).

If you have any questions or for more information,
please contact Rev. Alex Gaitan from the
Archdiocese’s Immigration Ministry at
migrantministrynewark@gmail.com

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

FIRSTFRIENDS
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For | was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink...
- Matthew 25:35

Help us “stamp out” excess postage costs!
A reminder that if you have switched to online
giving or will be moving away from the parish,
please let us know so that we can stop
envelope delivery.

Donating online? . .
SREE e B Click on this icon at the

and save us the postage bottom of our website to

complete a cancellation form
or email Mary Beth Zurat at:
/ mzurat@olschurch.com
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VIGIL SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2026
5:30 PM  Concetta Annucci

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026
8:00 AM  Raymond Leonard
10:00 AM  People of the Parish

11:30 AM  James J. DeMeo

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2026
7:00 AM  Maryann Snyder — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Roger Oswald

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026
7:00 AM  Frank McLoughlin
12:00 PM  Rodney Lamotte

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2026
7:00 AM  Joseph Donadio
12:00 PM  Agnes Osborne

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026
7:00 AM  Patrick Joseph McHugh
12:00 PM Hilda Iris Mateo

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026

7:00 AM  Cecilia Isekenegbe, Deceased
members of the Oshogwe Family &
All Souls in Purgatory
12:00 PM Harry Francis Hooker
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026
8:30 AM Dale Marshall
12:00 PM Robert Greydanus

VIGIL SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026
8:00 AM  All Rosarians, living and deceased
10:00 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall
11:30 AM Charles and June Lynch

Pray for the Departed

Let us remember those who
have recently passed away
at OLS: Eileen Dilley and

\ Brenda Tarantino.

Y

Eternal rest grant unto Eileen and Brenda, O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr.,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa,
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart,
Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer,
Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward,

Stephanie Windsor
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We need helpers next Sunday (4/26). Please reach out to
te.

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

This Month We Need Help On:

April 12th
April 26th

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!
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Helping Those inNeed:
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a
Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together and grow
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and
suffering. This is done in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, and its patron, St. Vincent de Paul.

The Society is one of the largest charitable organizations in the
country. The purpose of the Society is to bear
witness to the love of Christ. Our parish group does
this by offering financial assistance to individuals
and families in the South Orange/Maplewood area
who are temporarily unable to meet their current
living expenses.

Every effort is made to provide this assistance
in ways that respect the dignity of the recipient and
the strictest confidentiality of the relationship
between the recipient and the Society. People of all backgrounds and
religions can receive assistance.

If you need assistance, email: StVincent@olschurch.com

The Society cannot do this alone. We are therefore most grateful for the
monetary donations we receive to carry out our work. Donations can be
sent to: Our Lady of Sorrows Church

c/o Society of St. Vincent de Paul

217 Prospect Street

South Orange, NJ 07079

Checks should be made payable to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Thank you for helping us bear witness to the love of Christ.




