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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Brian 

       

 

 My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Happy Easter! May the peace and joy of the Risen Lord be forever yours! 

 On behalf of the priests, deacons, sisters, and the entire staff of Our Lady of Sorrows, I’m so 
very happy to extend to you and your families my prayers and my blessing for a most Blessed 
Easter.  

 Since Ash Wednesday, we have refrained from using the word Alleluia during our liturgies. 
That word comes from the Hebrew Hallelu-Ya and it means “Praise the Lord.” We use the word 
Alleluia throughout the entire liturgical year, except during Lent, which is of course a more 
penitential season. Just as we fast or abstain from certain things during Lent (e.g., meat, 
chocolate, candy, social media), we also abstain from using the word Alleluia during Mass. It’s not 
that the Church wants us to stop praising the Lord during Lent. We refrain from using that word 
because, long before the advent of Jesus into our world, the word Alleluia belonged especially to 
the Paschal Season, that is, the Season of Passover. During the Passover meal (called the 
seder) it was customary to recite Psalms 113–118 and 136. All of these are notable for their use 
of the word Hallelujah, and so they are called the Hallel Psalms. Psalm 136 is known as the Great 
Hallel. This was probably the “hymn” that Jesus and the Apostles sang as they concluded the 
Last Supper.  

 Easter is the culmination and fulfillment of the Passover of Jesus. And so, on this great 
Solemnity of Easter, the absolute high point of the entire liturgical year, our voices once again 
sing out praise of the Lord. We joyfully sing Alleluia because our long Lenten fast is over and we 
now have the immense joy of celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Together with 
the whole Church, we rejoice in the possibility of new life that has been given to us in virtue of the 
Passion, Death and Resurrection of Our Divine Savior. Alleluia!  

 Easter is also the day and the season when we reaffirm our faith in Jesus and, regardless of 
our failings of the past, Easter calls us to pledge to joyfully live out our faith in every aspect of our 
lives. Christianity is fundamentally a joyful and optimistic religion. A meek and humble Virgin from 
Nazareth became the Queen of Angels. 12 otherwise ordinary men were made the pillars of a 
Church that now encompasses the world. Bread and wine become God’s Body and Blood. A 
crucified Rabbi rose from the dead and promised the forgiveness of our sins and new life. If the 
Christian God can do all of that, then there’s hope for broken people like you and me.  

 And so the Church – that means you and me – sings out our praise of the Lord. We rejoice 
today, strengthened by the penances that we have willingly undertaken throughout Lent. We are 
strengthened by the presence of so many prodigal sons and daughters who have wandered far 
from the Church, but who have returned – forever we pray – to the practice of the Faith. The 
Church is strengthened by the people who received the sacraments for the first time at the Easter 
Vigil. And the Church is strengthened by the Easter liturgical celebration of Christ’s rising from the 
dead.  

 May the virtues that we have worked on since Ash Wednesday and our faith in the 
Resurrection be our first tributes at the empty tomb of Our Risen Lord, and may our lives “praise 
the Lord,” proclaiming the fact that Christ truly lives and that we have chosen to joyfully follow 
Him.  

 A Blessed and Happy Easter to all of you, for Christ is truly Risen, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

        

       Sincerely yours in the Risen Lord, 

 

 

  
      

     



               
 

  

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

   
Due to early bulletin deadlines, the numbers 
for Palm Sunday and Easter will be reported 

in next Sunday’s bulletin. 
           

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal is… 
 

Catholic Stewardship in Action! 
 

You’ve likely noticed the AAA fliers and 
envelopes in the pews. No, it’s not the 
automobile club but rather the Archbishop’s 
Annual Appeal for our archdiocese. This 
yearly collection funds essential programs 
and ministries at the heart of our Catholic 
mission. It supports the efforts of the 
Archdiocese of Newark in proclaiming the 
Gospel, of passing on the faith to future 
generations, and of caring for the poor and 
those on the margins.  
 
While we do a lot in these areas here at OLS, 
there are many other programs and ministries 
in which we are not directly involved but which 
we are nevertheless called to support that are 
funded through the Annual Appeal.  
 
Our parish goal this year is $94,375. It is 
steep but we believe that if any parish can 
rise to the challenge, it’s OLS! If we meet our 
goal in funds collected by June 30th, our 
parish will receive a 2% rebate on our annual 
assessment rate. This savings is significant 
for us.  
  
Please support the Annual Appeal by 
returning the mailing you have already 
received at home, by using one of the 
envelopes in the pews of the church, or by 
visiting: www.rcan.org/sharing 
 

 
 

 
Courtesy Parking Request  
Today only, when crowds are 
larger than usual, we kindly 
ask that you enter the lot 
only via Prospect Street 
and exit the lot only via 
Academy Street.  
 
This will help to ensure a one-way flow of traffic 
and prevent a bottleneck at the top of the 
parking lot, enabling all those coming to Mass 
to find parking in a timely manner. Thank you 
for your assistance!  
 

Verso Cristo Luncheon 
Verso Cristo’s next Young Adult 
Luncheon will be on Divine 
Mercy Sunday - next Sunday, 
April 12th. Join us for the 11:30 
Mass followed by lunch at  

Wesley’s apartment.  
 

Meet our group in the vestibule after Mass to 
walk over together. This is a great way to meet 
other young adults at the parish. Stay tuned for 
upcoming Verso Cristo events! 
 
 

 

Verso Cristo (toward Christ) is a young adult 
network open to anyone in the area between 
the ages of 21 and 35. We are committed to 
building up community and discipleship through 
offering monthly events, service opportunities, 
and seasonal small group ministries.  

 

2026 Anniversary Blessings 
The Archdiocese of Newark 
will honor couples celebrating 
their 5th, 25th, 50th, or 60th+ 
wedding anniversary with a 
Mass celebrated by  
Cardinal Tobin on Sunday, 

May 3rd at 3:00pm at the Cathedral Basilica.  
Registration is online only; the deadline is 
April 14th. 
 

To register, scan the QR Code or email  
Joanne DePasquale-Parent at the Archdiocese: 
joanne.depasquale-parent@rcan.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rcan.org/sharing
mailto:joanne.depasquale-parent@rcan.org


               
 

 

Meet Our Staff 

 

Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

Easter Welcome and Support 
Visiting from out-of-town? 
First Easter at OLS? 
Welcome! We are 
delighted that you’ve 
chosen to join us.  
 
As you can see, we have a 
vibrant faith community 
and beautiful church in 
which to worship. If you’d 
like to make an Easter gift 
to our parish, please scan 
the QR Code. Thank you 
for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

The Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday 
on the second Sunday of Easter, which is 
April 12th this year. Did you know...that the 
earliest Divine Mercy Sunday could be is 
March 29th and the latest is May 2nd? This is 
because the earliest date Easter can fall on is 
March 22nd and the latest is April 25th. 
 
Here are a few fun facts about Divine Mercy 
Sunday adapted from the National Catholic 
Register (www.ncregister.com): 
 

• It is based on the private revelations of  
St. Faustina Kowalska, which recommended a 
particular devotion to the Divine Mercy. 
However, it also has links to the Bible and the 
readings of this day. 

 

• The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is a set of prayers 
used as part of the Divine Mercy devotion. They 
are usually said using a standard set of Rosary 
beads, often at 3:00pm (the time of Jesus' 
death), but with a different set of prayers than 
those used in the Marian Rosary. You can find 
this devotional at www.thedivinemercy.org 

 

• The Divine Mercy image is a depiction of Jesus 
based on a vision that St. Faustina had in 1931. 
The rays streaming out have symbolic meaning: 
red for the blood of Jesus (which is the Life of 
Souls), and pale for the water (which justify 
souls) (from Diary - 299). The whole image is 
symbolic of charity, forgiveness and love of God, 
referred to as the "Fountain of Mercy". 

 

 
Next Sunday we will 
offer exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament at 
2:30pm followed by 
recitation of the Chaplet 
at 3:00pm.  
 
 

Every Monday and Friday we pray the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3pm, 
concluding Eucharistic Adoration, which 
begins directly following the Noon Mass.   
 
Let us heed Jesus’ words to St. Faustina:  
 

Say unceasingly the Chaplet that I have taught 
you. Whoever will recite it, they will receive great 
mercy at the hour of death. 

mailto:wwiggins@olschurch.com
mailto:sgreydanus@olschurch.com
mailto:principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
mailto:karlene@thenurseryatols.org
mailto:cnoun@olschurch.com
mailto:mzurat@olschurch.com
http://www.ncregister.com/
http://www.thedivinemercy.org/


               
 

    

     
  SOLEMN VIGIL SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026    
    5:30 PM People of the Parish 

 

     EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026 
     8:00 AM  People of the Parish 
   10:00 AM  People of the Parish 
   11:30 AM  People of the Parish 
 

      MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026 
    7:00  AM    Deceased members of the  
   Ezuduemoih Family &  
   All Souls in Purgatory 
  12:00  PM    Matthew F. Milewski 

      

 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026                            
    7:00  AM   Grace E. Collins 
  12:00  PM   Bridget O’Leary 

 

       WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026 

   7:00  AM   Suzanne Greydanus –  
  Special Intention 
  12:00 PM   Cathy Craig 
 
 

    THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Marlene Etienne – Special Intention 
  12:00 PM   Levelt, Nicaise and Donatien Michel  
 

    FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Raymond Poggioli 
  12:00 PM   Emilia Franzonia 
       
 

           SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026 

   8:30 AM   Ralph and Filomena Ferrace 
 12:00 PM   Rev. Brian Needles – Special Intention 

 

 

             VIGIL SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026   
   5:30 PM      People of the Parish 
 

              DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026 
     8:00 AM     Deceased members of the DePaola, 
   Deehan and Salvante Families 
   10:00 AM     Grace McGrath 
   11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall 
 

   
Pray for the Departed 
Let us remember those 
who have recently passed 
away: Maxie Joseph 
 

Eternal rest grant unto Maxie, O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest 
in peace. Amen. 

 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or  
for a special intention. If you would like to do so, 
please call the Parish office for more information.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
Nicholas Elliott, George Richmond Files Jr., 
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah 
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, 
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia 
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More, 
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche 
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa, 
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, 
Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, 
Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward,  
Stephanie Windsor

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 



               
 

 



               
 

  


