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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

JOHN 11:25

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Lent
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

We wish some people were still alive, right by us. | have one. He is Fr. Fredrick Miller, who
was my spiritual director for seven years as a seminarian (maybe you should Google him!).
His wisdom was the fountain from which | was nourished, and he was a great, holy priest who
loved God as a beloved son and a father of seminarians whom he prayed for day and night. Like
Father, like son; that is how he lived as a priest. | dare say he saved my priestly vocation. Every
time | had one foot out of the seminary door in serious doubt, he reignited in me the initial desire
that led me to the seminary. He was struggling with many health issues, and one day, suddenly,
he collapsed. After having received the last sacrament on earth, he passed away an hour later.
That was in 2022.

To this day, | wish | could concelebrate Mass with him, talk to him as a priest, and go to
confession to him as a priest. | would even more appreciate his wisdom and love now, as a
priest. However, | believe that he is saving so many more priestly vocations throughout the
world, praying with the Blessed Mother right next to him. God did not allow us to have him with
us physically anymore. But by doing so, God gave us the gift of being with him more fully, now
in heaven, interceding for us. His life has changed, not ended.

A plethora of questions arises in our hearts as we reflect upon today’s Gospel. Why didn’t
Christ immediately depart from where He was to heal Lazarus? Why did he wait until his death?
To put it simply, Jesus says, “for the glory of God.” Seemingly, it poses a paradox. How is the
present reality of a decomposing body supposed to be something of glory?

The good thing is that we know that’s not the end of the story. Christ raises Lazarus, and
people begin to believe in Christ. It wasn’t just Lazarus who came to life, but all who had seen
him rise. The death of Lazarus, therefore, as inconsolably sorrowful, was a prelude to having
those who wept enter the new horizon of life to come, which is the Kingdom of Jesus Christ for
those who believe in Him, already here on earth. With that, we understand that the ones truly
risen from death to life in this scene were those who began to believe in Him, more so than
Lazarus. There are two stories linked with the name Lazarus: the story of poor Lazarus and the
rich man, and the story of his rising from the dead. Tragedy permitted by God is only to bring the
true life, which is not a life visible, comfortable, and pleasurable, but the life beatific, glorious,
and eternal.

The story of Lazarus’ resurrection applies to our lives in general. After asking questions like
“Lord, if you had done this or that” throughout our lives on earth, we would discover that we
needed those sufferings to be admitted into heaven. Friends, it’s difficult to say and admit it, but
we must know that sufferings are necessary for our eternal joy and glory. That might sound like
bad news, but here is the Good News. God knows what it’s like to suffer, because He has
suffered them all for us and on behalf of us to turn sorrows to joy. If we have the courage to tell
him during this Lent, “Yes, Lord, | believe”, as Martha did, we will receive the new eyes of being
able to see sufferings, not as the end of our story, but as the prelude to the glory to come, and
as God’s way of taking time to provide us greater good.

| want to end this bulletin column by sharing with you the final words of St. Dominic to his
weeping followers, before his death: “Do not weep, for | shall be more useful to you after my
death, and | shall help you then more effectively than during my life.”

Lenten Blessings!
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF Mark your calendars...

OUR PARISHIONERS for our annual Blessing of the Baskets on
Holy Saturday (April 4") at 9:45am in the
March 15, 2026  Week 37 YTD Upper Church. The Egg Hunt and Family
Collection $11,436 $487,987 Social directly follow at 10 on the church
Budgeted $12,635 $467,490 lawn behind the rectory. See flyer on next

page for details.
2nd Collection: Black & Indian Catholic Relief

$1,639 In the event of rain, the egg hunt will move
Snow Plowing & Salting Help - $15,000 to St. Joseph Hall. No reservations required.
Questions? Contact Jen Noll at
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! inoll@olschurch.com or (973) 763-5454.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS

ANNUAL BLESSING
OF THE EASTER BASKETS

SWIECONKA T T T T T T
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FASTERBASKEIS BLESSING 6 ySTOMARY EASTER BREAKFAST FOODS

Hardboiled Eggs - Eggs have long been regarded as a symbol of new life. The
emergence of a newborn chick from the shell is a sign of the new life Christ
provided through his resurrection. It has also been compared to His emergence
from the tomb on Easter morning. Poles cut the first egg into pieces so that all
may share the egg, symbolizing our sharing of Christ with each other. Salt is a
symbol of prosperity, and that we are the “salt of the earth” (St. Matthew 5:13) and
is sprinkled on the egg. Pepper and horseradish are reminiscent of our Lord's
passion and may be sprinkled on the eggs.

Ham, Pork, Kielbasa All of these types of pork were forbidden under the dietary
codes of the Old Testament. Since our Lord comes to fulfill the law, the old makes
way for the new. One main element of the Swieconka ceremony is the blessing of
those formerly forbidden foods, emphasizing the “New Covenant” which Jesus
Christ established for all by His death and resurrection.

Bread or Babka — This is a round loaf of bread topped with a frostlng cross. ThIS
symbolizes the bread of the Eucharistic meal. ; =

Butter (or Pascal) Lamb - The lamb is featured
carrying a banner emblazoned with a cross. The
symbolism of the lamb has many meanings. Our
Lord proclaimed, “I am the Good Shepherd.”
(John 10:). st. John the Baptist proclaimed,
“Behold the Lamb of God.” (John 1:29). The lamb,
a sacrificial animal in ancient times, portrays
Christ as victorious through this presentation. This
lamb may also be made of dough or cast plaster.

Vinegar — Reminds us of the sour wine given to Jesus as He hung upon the cross.

Wine — Reminds us of Jesus’ blood, particularly His request to drink of His blood.

Questions: Contact Jen Noll at jnoll@olschurch.com
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Meet Our Staff

Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com

Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins

Permanent Deacon
wwiggins@olschurch.com

Deacon Steven Greydanus

Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com

Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoli@olschurch.com

Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com

Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com

Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com

Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org

Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com

Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Verso Cristo Corner

9 H

VERSO CRISTO
PRESENTS: for ages 21-35

SAINT
PATRICK’S

DAY PARTY

Food | Live Music | Cash Bar

6:00 PM- 10:00 PM
$25

Shillelagh Pub
648 Prospect Ave
West Orange, NJ 07052

RSVP by March 21st
elizabetharcher54@gmail.com

e

HOLY SATURDAY
APRIL 4TH

Meet The Easter Bunny
y Hunt for 1300+ Eggs
> P Enjoy a Light Breakfast "o
“ »é Wisit Fun Craft & Activity Stations

Egg Hunt
10:00 am
Location: Church Lawn Near the Playground

} N
case of rain, the egg hunt will be held in the lower church) . “

: Family Social N Vi
Immediately following the Egg Hunt YN
Location: St. Joseph’s Hall

Questions? Email Jen Noll jnoll@olschurch.com
Suggested Donation - $10 per child, no more than $25 per family - Collected at Event

he © 4 -
Easter Flowers & Palm Crosses — 3/28 & 3/29

SUN, March 29 8:30AM-1:00P

ZEESCAN T0 |
" PRE-ORDER
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MMasses For "~ ovn
Tre Week .ff; -

VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026

8:00 AM  John Plesnik
10:00 AM  All Rosarians, Living and Deceased
11:30 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —

Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory

MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026
7:00 AM  Thomas Fitzpatrick
12:00 PM Lorraine Grossman

TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2026
7:00 AM  Arturo Roman
12:00 PM Lawrence Blumetti

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2026

7:00 AM Frank Cavallaro, Mary Cavallaro and
William Cody Sr.
12:00 PM Elmer Henry

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2026
7:00 AM Edward Murphy
12:00 PM Richard Haley — 39t Anniversary

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026
7:00 AM  Douglas Daignault
12:00 PM  John Robert Tuthill

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2026
8:30 AM Gary Clemens
12:00 PM Stephen Coakley

VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2026
5:30 PM  Elvira Cody

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026
8:00 AM Raymond Leonard
10:00 AM  Kathleen Delia
11:30 AM  People of the Parish

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember our
deceased loved ones
in our prayers.

8 St. Paul of the Cross wrote,
“If, dur/ng life, we have been kind to the
suffering souls in purgatory, God will see that
help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is for the special intention of
Roger and Margaret Morahan requested by
Connie Morahan.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
George Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez,
Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate
Mullin, Kathleen Roche Muscle, Bridgette
O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,

Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK

@JPPC




JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF-...
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Wednesday,Marchi2>" at 7:00pm
in the Upper Church

A Are Nelcorne

“Confession is an act of honesty and courage - an act of
entrusting ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving
and forgiving God.”

- 8t. John Paul II




Palm Sunda Holy Monda Holy Tuesda Spy Wednesda
March 29"‘y Mgrch 30thy Mgrch 31 J 1)yApril 1t J

Normal Mass Times 7am:; Mass 7am; Mass 7am; Mass
7:30-8am: Confessions

Procession with Palms [l 12pm: Mass 12pm: Mass 12pm: Mass
before 10am Mass 12:30-3pm:

(weather permitting) .o ,
Meet in front of the Eucharistic Adoration

Rectory by 9:45am!

12:30-1pm: Confessions

Chrism Mass at 8pm at
Cathedral Basilica in Newark

Holy Thursday Good Friday Holy Saturday
pril 2 April 3" pril 4*

9am: Sung Morning 9am: Sung Morning 9am: Sung Morning
Prayer Prayer Prayer Masses at

9:45am: Blessing of 8am,
12-Ipm: Confessions i Easter Foods 10am,

10am: Egg Hunt & and 11:30am
Family Social w/ Crafts

7:30pm: Mass of the

Lord’s Supper 3:00pm: Service of

the Lord’s Passion

Church open until (Holy Communion distributed)

Ipm or Prigyer 7:30pm: Living .
Stations of the Cross 8pm: Solemn Vigil
with Parish Choir Mass of Easter




