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[ was blind
and now
I see.

JOHN 9:25
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MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)



http://www.olschurch.com/

A Message from Fr. Brian

This Sunday is the 4" Sunday of Lent and it is also called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is the Latin
word for “rejoice” and it comes from the opening antiphon at Mass: “Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who
love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.” (Cf. Is
66:10-11)

Now that we're more than halfway through Lent, the Church invites us to anticipate the joy that
we will experience at Easter, when we rejoice at the greatest truth of our Christian faith, the
Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Laetare Sunday is, in a way, a “shot in the arm” as we
approach the darkness and horrific reality of Good Friday.

Given all the problems we face in the world (especially in the Middle East) and in our own
individual lives, joy is probably not the first emotion we always experience. And that’s especially true
if we look at it from a merely non-religious, non-faith-based perspective. But as a people of faith, as
believers who turn to God at all times, both good and bad, we should all be inwardly rejoicing, be
filled with joy, and be exulting and consoled knowing that the time of our salvation (Easter) draws
near.

This is a good time to ask ourselves how full of joy we are. If we're not, then perhaps part of the
problem is that we’re blind, like the man in this Sunday’s Gospel. | don’t mean physically blind, but
so often we suffer from another form of blindness: spiritual blindness. And this spiritual blindness
can rob us of joy in our lives. It prevents us from seeing what is truly important.

We heard one of the great lines from Scripture in the first reading from Samuel: “We humans
see appearances, but God looks into the heart.” Seeing only appearances is a sure way to rob
ourselves of joy. We humans are impressed and even become blinded by the glitter of the world: by
money, by wealth, by material things. God cares not at all for any of that. He looks into the heart. We
humans are impressed and even become blinded by the so-called stars of the world: the great
athletes, movie stars, singers, the wealthy, even politicians. Well, maybe not politicians. God
doesn’t care if we're stars. He looks into the heart.

God'’s ways are not our ways. God sees that which we allow ourselves to be blinded to. We look
to appearances, but God looks into the heart. If we just allowed ourselves to see what God sees, our
hearts would overflow with joy. In today’s Gospel, Jesus gave sight to the man born blind. At the
moment when his eyes were opened, | bet that he was filled with joy, not just because he was able
to see, but more importantly because He encountered Jesus and He saw with the eyes of Jesus.

How about us? Do we see with the eyes of Jesus and are we filled with joy when
we encounter Our Lord? Do we see and encounter Jesus in the simple, the ordinary, the humble
people and things of our life? Do we see and encounter Him in our homes, in our neighborhoods,
in the marketplace, at the workplace? Or do we stop at appearances? Do we fail to look into the heart?

When we open our eyes and see what God sees, something amazing happens: our hearts are
filled with joy. Not because we no longer see suffering or heartache or misery in the world. We still
see those things, but we’re also able to see God at work in the midst of that suffering and misery.

My friends, life can be short. We can’t take anything or anyone for granted. If we want to
experience joy in this life, we have to ask and allow Jesus to open our eyes so that every day we’ll
see that which is truly important. And that which is truly important is usually found in the simple and
the ordinary. When we look at the small world around us, Jesus wants us to see what He sees:
goodness, kindness, beauty, truth, simplicity, humility. He wants us to see love itself. And if
that can’t make us rejoice, then nothing will. Jesus, heal our blindness and fill us with joy!

Laetare Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
March 8, 2026 Week 36 YTD
Collection $13,361 $476,551
Budgeted $12,635 $454,855

2nd Collection - Repairs & Maintenance
$14,161

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Envelopes Update

As many of you have noticed, this month’s
envelopes have not arrived. Here is an update
from our printer:

We typically submit mailings to the post office
more than two weeks prior to the scheduled
in-home date. Due to our team working to
catch up from the catastrophic equipment
failure that occurred eatrlier, your March
mailing is being mailed later than our normal
timeline. This may result in delivery occurring
close to — or after — your scheduled start
date.

A timely reminder that to avoid delays of this
nature, you can always switch to electronic
giving through ParishSOFT Giving. To do so,
scan the QR code or visit our

website: olschurch.com

If you have already made the switch and would like

to help us “stamp out excess postage costs!”,

please let us know so that we can discontinue your

envelope delivery. Contact Mary Beth Zurat at

mzurat@olschurch.com (973) 763-5454 OR click
on the icon below at the bottom of our website to

complete the form. Thank you!

Donating online?

Click here to cancel your envelopes
and save us the postage

Welcome to the Church!

¢ " It's been a busy month for
baptisms here already, AND
we have one more coming
up at the end of March!

Two new members were
initiated into our Christian
Community last Sunday,
March 8. They are:
Lachlan Peter O’Neill and
Isaiah Joseph Prince Confident. Congratulations
to their parents, godparents, and families!

Verso Cristo Corner

VERSO CRISTO
PRESENTS: for ages 21-35

SAINT
PATRICK’S

DAY PARTY

Food | Live Music | Cash Bar
MARCH 28, 2024
‘~|i . </

6:00 PM- 10:00 PM
$25

Shillelagh Pub
648 Prospect Ave

West Orange, NJ 07052
RSVP by March 21st
elizabetharcher54@gmail.com

Pray for us!
This week we celebrate the feasts of St. Patrick

and St. Joseph on March 17" and 19" respectively.
Legend has it that St. Patrick drove the snakes out
of Ireland; one of St. Joseph'’s titles is “Terror of
Demons.” Who better than these two powerhouse
Saints to call upon in times of trial or fear? They
have our backs! Saints Patrick and Joseph, pray for
us and protect us!
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https://olschurch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbee5f1a227e45fd455f7db63&id=14157f9b67&e=bb6e27c23a
mailto:mzurat@olschurch.com

Meet Our Staff

Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com

Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins

Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com

Deacon Steven Greydanus

Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com

Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoli@olschurch.com

Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com

Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com

Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com

Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org

Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com

Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Family Mass Help Needed

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

in sharing their gilts with the parish,

e at ermedanald@olschurch com. Tranks!

Opportunities to help greet, read, usher, etc.
are available for children in K-8™ grade.

Email Colleen McDonald if your child would to
participate: cmdonald@olschurch.com

Young Catholic Professionals Event

We are honored to host the Young Catholic
Professionals of North Jersey’s Lenten Retreat
for young adults ages 21-39 next Saturday,
March 218, To register, scan the QR code in the
flyer.

If you would like to learn more about YCP’s
mission and connect with other faith-focused
Catholic professionals, visit YCP’s website:
www.youngcatholicprofessionals.org

YOUNG CATHOLIC
PROFESSIONALS
NORTH JERSEY

St. Joseph Saturday

Lenten Retreat

March 21%, 2026 | 1:30 - 7:30 PM

Ascend Into Your Character:
Building Blocks of Virtue

with Speaker Jim Tortorici

Our Lady of Sorrows Roman Catholic Church
217 Prospect Street, South Orange, NJ

SCAN CODE
TO REGISTER

Family Promise Reminder

If you signed up to provide groceries or a meal

to families, please remember to drop them off
either tomorrow (Monday, March 16%") from 5-7pm
or Tuesday 3/17 from 9-11am in St. Joseph Hall.

If you purchased any items for Family Promise’s
new temporary housing shelter in West Orange
such as towels, sheets or blankets, you can drop
those off during the above timeframes as well.

Questions? Call Anna Nelson at (973) 477-9546.

Thank you for your generosity and support!
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VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

8:00 AM Luis Rene Sanchez
10:00 AM John Donald Cardone
11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2026
7:00 AM Sr. Judith — Special Intention
12:00 PM  William E. Smith

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2026

7:00 AM  Deceased Dominican Sisters,
Sisters of Mercy, and Brooklyn Clergy
who served at St. Kevin Church
since 1967
12:00 PM Elizabeth Pflaum

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026
7:00 AM Brendan Carr
12:00 PM  Ernest Cushing

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026

7:00 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —
Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory
12:00 PM  Joseph Bozzo

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2026
7:00 AM Mary Donadio
12:00 PM Cesar Dario Munoz Pena

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2026
8:30 AM Mary Catherine Ryan
12:00 PM John MacMillan — Special Intention

VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026

8:00 AM  John Plesnik
10:00 AM  All Rosarians, Living and Deceased
11:30 AM  Bernadette Ezuduemoih & Family —

Special Intention and
All Souls in Purgatory

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember our
deceased loved ones
in our prayers.

8 St. Paul of the Cross wrote,
“If, dur/ng life, we have been kind to the
suffering souls in purgatory, God will see that
help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is for the special intention of
Peter Handy requested by Alma Handy.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
George Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez,
Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate
Mullin, Kathleen Roche Muscle, Bridgette
O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,

Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK
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JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF-...

Wednesday, Marcfi"‘ZS“’ at 7:00pm
in the Upper Church

AL Are Welcone

“Confession is an act of honesty and courage - an act of
entrusting ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving
and forgiving God.”

- 8t. John Paul II




OLS Fish Fry

from the Chippery in Union

FRIDAY,MARCH 20TH

6:00PM - 8:00PM
DINE IN (OLS CAFETERIA) OR TAKE OUT!
BYOB IF YOU DINE IN!

ORDER DUE DATE - MARCH 15TH

$20 - FISH AND CHIPS/CdLE SLAW/TARTER SAUCE

$5 EACH - PIZZA AND MAC AND CHEESE (DINE IN ONLY)

Pay by check or use the QR Code below to pay by credit card

Name:
Cell #: Amount Enclosed
# of Fish & Chips # of Plzza # of Mac & Cheese

Please send checks to:
Our Lady of Sorrows School, Attn: Megan Smith,
172 Academy, South Orange, NJ 07079
Questions: send an email to olsschoolhsa@gmail.com




