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will never thirst. ,

John 4:14

—

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 e FAX: 973-763-9506

March 8, 2026
Third Sunday of Lent
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

One of the words | find very creative and humorous is “hangry,” a portmanteau of “hungry”
and “angry.” When | first learned the word, | thought whoever coined it should’ve won a Nobel
Prize for encapsulating the state of humanity after the fall in one simple word. Yes, we tend to
be far more sensitive, aggressive, and angrier when we are hungry. Quite frankly, we are so
easily deceived. We may be having the best day of our lives, but it could easily be ruined by
the unexpected rain soaking us. We are so forgetful. One physical discomfort seems enough
to make us forget all the blessings we live with.

The chosen people seem to show exactly those characteristics we all live with. They are
grumbling and angry because they are thirsty. They even complain to Moses: why bother
bringing them out of Egypt into the desert? It's funny. They are grumbling because of the
physical discomfort, and their grumbling continues throughout the 40 years they spend with
Moses. At times, they even miss their past of living as slaves, grumbling about the fact that
they were brought out of there. The question of “Is the Lord in our midst or not?” is the result
of their forgetfulness. Haven't they witnessed the Red Sea split in half by the power of God,
and God plunging the forces of Pharaohs?! How can they be asking such questions? The
answer is simple: they were thirsty. Period.

The name “Israel” means the one who wrestles with God. The chosen people are the
Israelites (the descendants of Jacob, who later received the new name Israel), because they
truly do live up to their name by constantly wrestling with God. We are the Israelites of the New
Testament, meaning we are the new chosen ones, who are no longer bound to the Covenant
of God by blood ties but by the tie established through Baptism. We, too, just like the Israelites
of the Old Testament struggle with God and, in our forgetfulness, constantly grumble whenever
we experience discomfort.

In this Third week of Lent, we are called to reflect on the attachments that hinder our love
for God and make us forget God’s love and gifts for us. What are they? What are the physical
and material attachments that constantly render us prone to grumble and wrestle with/against
God’s will? There is a specific reason why God leads His chosen ones through the desert to
the promised land, without letting them take the shortcut. God wanted to teach and show His
chosen ones that the greatness of His Kingdom will be measured neither by the tall structures
built by men, such as pyramids, nor by the society that offers temporal comfort, but rather the
height of virtue and the hunger for righteousness, not pleasure. The best space for His people
to learn that, hence, is the desert.

Friends, to learn to live up to our dignity of being the Sons and Daughters of God, we
willingly walk into the desert with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, during the remaining
season of Lent. In it, we are to learn not to grumble, but to praise our God in the discomforts of
all sorts, since sufferings and discomforts are our God’s loving ways to shape us to be worthy
of the wedding garments we are to wear in Heaven. Let’s continue to work hard to shed the
weight of our ego and desire for pleasure, so that the garment of the divine image may fit us
without issue. How do we do that? PRAYERS, FASTING, and ALMSGIVING. Plus, by training
ourselves to embrace bodily discomfort during this season, we experience the sacrificial love
of the cross.

Lenten Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF Welcome to the Church!
OUR PARISHIONERS Five new members were initiated into our
February 22, 2026 Week 34 YTD Christian Community last Sunday, March 1st.
Collection $9,282 $445,863 They are: Emmett Dharun Michael Mathew;
Budgeted $12,635 $429,585 Samuel Norbert Todd-Searle; Logan Francis &
Tyler Joseph Amon; Olimpia Rosemarie Zuzuro

March 1, 2026 Week 35 YTD Congratulations to their parents, godparents,
CO”eCtlon $17,327 $463, 190 and fammesl
Budgeted $12,635 $442,220

If you feel a movement in
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! your soul to learn more about

the Catholic faith or have not
received all your sacraments
and desire to return “home”
to the Church, please reach
out to Sr. Mary Selina at
(973) 763-5454.

Volunteer for Family Promise of Essex County
We are once again supporting families
experiencing homelessness for Family Promise of
Essex County. We need a meal prepared and
groceries provided for several families.

There is still time to volunteer! Sign-up sheets are Help at an upcoming Family Mass

in the church vestibule. Volunteer roles include: See flyer for opportunities for children in
grades K-8. Email Colleen McDonald if your
e Cooks to prepare part of a meal. You'll be child would like to participate:
contacted about the part of the meal to cmcdonald@olschurch.com

prepare and the size of the family.

e Shoppers to provide requested grocery items.
You’ll be contacted about the list of items to
provide.

¢ Volunteers to help accept and store meals
and groceries on Monday evening (March 16)
or Tuesday morning (March 17).

Another option is to donate a gift card for the
families as well as specific items needed for the
Family Promise temporary shelter in West Orange.

For more info. or to help, contact Anna Nelson
at annanelson202@gmail.com or (973) 477-9546.

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

Thank you forgur support! - OLS FAMILY MASS

10:00 AM

This Month We Need Help On:
March 8th
March 22nd

Students in K-3: Greet and Welcome Before Mass,
Hand Out Bulletins after Mass

Familfo‘

of Essex County

Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!

Train the young in the way they should go;
even when old, they will not swerve from it.
-  Proverbs 22:6
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Meet Our Staff Holocaust Remembrance Service
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar

alee@olschurch.com REMEM%R & TEI.I.
s weaae e L e ey o8

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 49th annual SOMA Interfaith Holocaust Remembrance Service

Deacon Walter Wiggins

Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com SUNDAY, MARCH 15; 2026

Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon PR Lt SEeENERNCE e .

sgrey da nus @OI s ch u rch .com ndiana Parking lot | Corner of Indiana Street and Springfield Avenue
JUdy _FOIey’ SChOOI PrInCIpaI 3P gtE."]Atfs!:llf':'égfhiEﬁvcllﬁirch|767Ptospect Street, Maplewood
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org

Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoli@olschurch.com

Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
EVA WIENER

Holocaust Survivor and youngest child aboard the MS
St. Louis (1939). After fleeing Nazi Germany following
Kristallnacht, Eva and her family sought refuge, only to
be turned away. Her survival story speaks to the
profound impact one person’s moral courage can have.

ckaiser@olschurch.com < FOOD SISTER ROSE THERING EDUCATION AWARD
- . = . : - CHRISTOPHER KAISER
Stepha_mle Sonnick, Ministerial Associate VO DRIVE Seith Miisister. Otir Badl of Sottows Gl
ssonnick@olschurch.com ity WE GATHER TO REMEMBER THE VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST, T0
) : H bring a non-perishable g
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant - HONOR SURVIVORS AND THEIR STORIES, AND TO REAFFIRM OUR

food item to support
cmcdonald@olschurch.com el ford banks. COMMITMENT TO A FUTURE ROOTED IN COMPASSION. TOGETHER,

Preston Dibble. Director of Music WE STAND AGAINST ANTISEMITISM, HATRED, AND INDIFFERENCE.
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director

ww.RememberAndTell.org RememberAndTell@gmail.com 0 RememberAndTell

karlene@thenurseryatols.org o e e e e
Charles Noun, Business Manager idiiiisbinstlsdoosiiat i
choun@olschurch.com . .

Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary Upcoming Marriage Retreat Day

mzurat@olschurch.com

ARCHDIOCESE
@af NEWARK

OFFICE FOR FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY

Discernment Event for Younqg Men

SEE

OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL &
COLLEGE-AGE MEN (14-21)
PARENTS WELCOME

Time: 5:00-7:30PM

Place: St. Andrew's Hall

571 Centre Street -
South Orange, NJ 07079 o

experience!

~) Don’t miss this
@, transformative

—aed SATURDAY,
@ MARCH 28, 2026

St. Mary Church
Parish Hall

17 Monsignor Owens Pl.
Nutley, NJ 07110

RSVP REQUIRED.
SCAN BELOW
OR VISIT
EWARKPRIEST.COM/

EVENTS 9:30 AM to 6 PM

(ends with Mass at 5 PM)

0 A NEW WAY TO $75 per couple
ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE (includes light mornin:

refreshments, catered?u nch,
workbooks, and all supplies.)

Registration Deadline:
March 14, 2026

N\

OR SCAN THE QR CODE
FOR DETAILS AND REGISTER TODAY!

o NEWARK

ARCHDIOCESE Newurk WWW.NEWARKPRIEST.COM

Srienc NEWARKPRIESTeRCAN.ORG
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VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2026
5:30 PM  Lori Yates — Special Intention

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026

8:00 AM Deceased members of the DePaola,
Deehan and Salvante Families
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM Luis Sanchez

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026
7:00 AM  Evelyn Bernal Silva
12:00 PM Ingrid Gigliuto

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026
7:00 AM  Ann Cupper & Elizabeth Polaski

12:00 PM Bridget O’Leary
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026
7:00 AM  William Cody Sr.
12:00 PM  Vicki Robertson — Special Intention

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026
7:00 AM  Richard Needles
12:00 PM  Kevin O’Neil — Special Intention

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026
7:00 AM  Sr. Mary Selina — Special Intention
12:00 PM Ruth O’Neil — Special Intention

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026

8:30 AM Antonio, Margherita,
and Pietra Pizzillo
12:00 PM Edith Calixte

VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026
8:00 AM Luis Rene Sanchez
10:00 AM  John Donald Cardone
11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall

Pray for the Departed
Let us remember our
deceased loved ones
in our prayers.

8 St. Paul of the Cross wrote,
“If, dur/ng life, we have been kind to the
suffering souls in purgatory, God will see that
help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention. If you would like to do so,
please call the Parish office for more information.

This week’s candle is for the special intention of
Ingrid Gigliuto requested by The Buttros Family.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
George Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez,
Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann,
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano,
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate
Mullin, Kathleen Roche Muscle, Bridgette
O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor
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OLS Fish Fry

from the Chippery in Union

FRIDAY,MARCH 20TH
6:00PM - 8:00PM
DINE IN (OLS CAFETERIA) OR TAKE OUT!
BYOB IF YOU DINE IN!

ORDER DUE DATE - MARCH 15TH

$20 - FISH AND CHIPS/CdLE SLAW/TARTER SAUCE

$5 EACH - PIZZA AND MAC AND CHEESE (DINE IN ONLY)

Pay by check or use the QR Code below to pay by credit card

Name:
Cell #: Amount Enclosed
# of Fish & Chips # of Plzza # of Mac & Cheese

Please send checks to:
Our Lady of Sorrows School, Attn: Megan Smith,
172 Academy, South Orange, NJ 07079
Questions: send an email to olsschoolhsa@gmail.com




Mark Your Calendars - And please join us for:
\/
N

Our Lady of Sorrows

Saint Patrick's Day Dinner
March 14 6:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Our Lady of Sorrows Gymnasium

Bring the family for a night of fun and enjoy
Corn Beef and Cabbage from Town Hall Deli, Hot dogs and Chips for the kids.
Keg of Irish Beer, Wine, Soda, Coffee and Dessert
Irish Dancers, Bagpipers, Face Painting and Raffles to entertain adults and children

GBRESERVATIONS ARE REQUIREDGSD

Yes, we want to share in some Irish Cheer on March 14, 2026

Name: Please send reservations
Address: ::Icfer‘ than March 10™
Telephone No.:

Number of people: Adults, Children Marli Craig

To be seated with (name of person's table/8 per table): 560 Summit Avenue

Maplewood, NJ 07040

Amount Enclosed: $

or you can drop them of f at
the parish office

If you would like to pay by credit card, please indicate below and you will be sent
Questions, Call Marli at:

an invoice from Square Deposit (973) 943-0079 or you can
Pay by Credit card: Email: email her at: N/

y N
marli@newtexas.com Bt

($30 per Adult or $70 per Family)
* Family max is 2 adults and children under 16 years of age




