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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
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Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 

RECTORY and PARISH:  973-763-5454 • FAX:  973-763-9506 

 
 

 

  March 1, 2026 
 

      Second Sunday of Lent 

                                               

http://www.olschurch.com/


               
 

 
 

A Message from Fr. Brian 
       
 

There are those special moments in our lives when the gap between Heaven and earth is 
bridged, when the awesomeness of God is more clearly seen, and when we have a fuller 
experience of God’s glory. This Sunday’s Gospel relates one of those moments, when Jesus 
takes Peter, James and John – that special trio within the twelve apostles – up Mount Tabor 
and reveals His glory to them.  

 

He puts on a spectacular demonstration for them. They see Christ completely transfigured 
before their very eyes. His garments become dazzling white, and Jesus is seen conversing 
with Moses and Elijah. On that mountaintop, Our Lord shows the disciples who He really is. He 
shows them that He is altogether different from what they had imagined or expected. Jesus is 
God come to earth, and He gave them a brief glimpse of His Godliness. It was His way of 
preparing them for what lay ahead. It was His way of getting them ready for Good Friday and 
the Cross.  

 

Just as the three Apostles get a glimpse of Christ’s glory to help sustain them for the events 
that would follow, we too get glimpses of the presence of Christ in our lives to help sustain us 
during tough times. But that only happens when we listen for the voice of Christ. At his 
Transfiguration, God the Father says to the apostles: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased. Listen to Him.”  

  

We’re instructed to listen to Jesus. We listen to so many other voices today, all of which 
seem wise and attractive: the media, politicians, celebrities, self-help gurus. They promise us 
health, wealth, and happiness, but so often their promises are hollow. Is there any trustworthy 
voice out there? Well, that voice from the cloud says that we can always trust Jesus. “Listen to 
Him!” We respond, “But Jesus is too idealistic to understand the bare-knuckles world in which 
I live!” The voice says, “Listen to Him!” We respond, “Later, perhaps, but I have other things to 
do right now!” The voice says, “Listen to Him!” We respond, “But I am not sure that I truly 
believe.” 

 

Faith comes from hearing, from listening to God. Listening to Him in silent prayer. Listening 
to Him in meditation on Sacred Scripture. Listening to Him in what He says to us by the daily 
events of life, the successes, the crosses, the people whom we meet. “Listen to Him.” 

 

God talks to us in so many ways and through so many people. He is constantly giving us 
reminders that He is present to us. When we have one of those special moments with Jesus – 
when we get a glimpse of His glory – treasure it and revel in it, but keep in mind that we will 
shortly be headed down the mountain with Him. The One who led us up the mountain to see 
great things will then lead us down the mountain to serve. Be glad for both. Be glad to have 
had a glimpse of glory but be glad also that Christ trusts us enough to be the vessel that carries 
His precious Gospel to a world that is so desperately in need of it. That is glory too! 

 

“Listen to Him.” How many broken hearts and broken lives could be avoided if people would 
just listen to Him. You all know people whose lives are a disaster because they did not listen 
to Jesus. Do you know a single person who is sorry for having listened to Him? I don’t.  

 

“Listen to Him” and let Him reveal His glory to you. “Listen to Him” and discover His love for 
you. “Listen to Him” and your lives will be transfigured. 

 

         Lent Blessings, 
 
 

      



               
 

 

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

Due to the snowstorm, the parish office was 
closed on Monday. We will report the 

numbers for 2/22 and 3/1 in the 3/8 bulletin. 
            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Lenten Reflection Groups Reminder 
Our two Lenten groups 
- Afternoon Scripture 
Reflection and Back 
to Basics – kicked off 
this week on 2/24 and 
2/25 respectively. It’s 
not too late to join! 

 

Afternoon Scripture Reflection meets Tuesday 
afternoons until March 31st from 12:45-1:45pm in 
the Kateri room. For more information, email 
lent@olschurch.com  Please note: we are 
requesting a $10 donation to cover the cost of 
materials and associated resources.  
 

Back to Basics meets Wednesdays from 6:30-
8pm until March 25th in the lower church.  
Questions? Email basics@olschurch.com  
or scan the QR code in the flyer.  

Volunteer for Family Promise of Essex County 
We will once again be supporting families 
experiencing homelessness for Family Promise of 
Essex County. We need a meal prepared and 
groceries provided for several families.  
 
The meals and grocery items need to be brought to 
Our Lady of Sorrows - lower church (Fourth Street 
entrance) the evening of Monday, March 16th or the 
morning of Tuesday, March 17th. They will then be  
delivered to the Family Promise office on the 17th.  
 
The volunteer roles include: 
 

• Cooks to prepare part of a meal. You’ll be 
contacted about the part of the meal to 
prepare and the size of the family. 

• Shoppers to provide requested grocery items. 
You’ll be contacted about the list of items to 
provide. 

• Volunteers to help accept and store meals 
and groceries on Monday evening (March 16) 
or Tuesday morning (March 17). 
 

There are sign-up sheets in the church vestibule for 
these roles. Another option is to donate a gift card 
for the families. A sign-up sheet for specific gift 
cards to donate will be available as well. There will 
also be a sign-up sheet for specific items needed 
for the Family Promise temporary shelter in West 
Orange. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact  
Anna Nelson at annanelson202@gmail.com or 
(973) 477-9546. Thank you in advance for your 
support for these families! 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Verso Cristo Luncheon 
Verso Cristo’s next Young 
Adult Lunch is TODAY(!) 
Sunday, March 1st.  

 

Join us for the 11:30 Mass 
followed by lunch at  
Wesley’s apartment.  
 

Meet our group in the vestibule after Mass to 
walk over together. This is a great way to meet 
other young adults at the parish. Stay tuned for 
upcoming Verso Cristo events! 
 
 
 

Verso Cristo (toward Christ) is a young adult 
network open to anyone in the area between 
the ages of 21 and 35. We are committed to 
building up community and discipleship through 
offering monthly events, service opportunities, 
and seasonal small group ministries.  
 
 
 

 
Holocaust Remembrance Service 

 

Upcoming Marriage Retreat Day 
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  VIGIL SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026  
    5:30 PM People of the Parish 

 

    SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 
     8:00 AM    Agnes Blair 
   10:00 AM      Ignatius James Patrick Sahner 
   11:30 AM      Agnes Agusta Marshall 
 

         MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 
    7:00  AM    Bernadette Ezuduemoih –  
   Special Intention and 
   All Souls in Purgatory 
  12:00  PM    Zoilo Jambalos 

      

 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026                            
    7:00  AM   Robert Woodward 
  12:00  PM   Emmet Harrigan 

 

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026 

   7:00  AM   Ernestine Holmok 
  12:00 PM   Bernadette Ezuduemoih –  
  Special Intention and 
  All Souls in Purgatory 
 
 

      THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Edward Silliere 
  12:00 PM   John Morrissey  
 

          FRIDAY, MARCH 6 2026 
   7:00  AM   Raymond Cantwell 
  12:00 PM   James McDonnell   
 

           SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2026 

   8:30 AM   Antonio & Margherita Pizzillo and 
  Deceased Family Members 
 12:00 PM   Joseph Lanzl 

 

 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2026   
  5:30   PM      Lori Yates – Special Intention 
 

                   SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026 
     8:00 AM     Deceased members of the DePaola, 
   Deehan and Salvante Families 
   10:00 AM     People of the Parish 
   11:30 AM     Luis Sanchez 
 

 
  Pray for the Departed 

Let us remember our 
deceased loved ones  
in our prayers.  
 
 

 

St. Paul of the Cross wrote, “If, during life, we 
have been kind to the suffering souls in 
purgatory, God will see that help be not denied 
us after death.”    
 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or  
for a special intention. If you would like to do so, 
please call the Parish office for more information.   

 

This week’s candle is for the special intention of 
Magaly requested by Edith Calixte.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
George Richmond Files Jr., Norma Gonzalez, 
Beth Hebron, Deborah Hebron, Mimi Hermann, 
Norma Hermann, Carmen “Guy” Juliano, 
Elizabeth Mary, Patricia McDonnell, Neville 
Moore, Megan More, Kathleen Mullan, Kate 
Mullin, Kathleen Roche Muscle, Bridgette 
O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie 
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane 
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,  
Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



               
 

 



               
 

 


