
 
 

         973-763-5454 
       www.olschurch.com 

MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Andrew 

       

 Each Saint in his and her own way reflects Christ’s mercy and splendor in accordance with the 
circumstances of their time. One saint who never fails to touch me is St. Teresa of Calcutta, also 
known as Mother Teresa. She, by choosing to minister to the destitute of Calcutta, taught the world 
that poverty was not created by God but rather man and our egotism. She showed us that the most 
severe form of poverty is not physical hunger; it is spiritual starvation: the feeling of being unwanted 
and forgotten.  
  
 Despite her love and obedience to her vocation, she endured a prolonged period of darkness, 
which shocked many of her admirers. After her death, her private letters were published in a book. 
Her letters include vulnerable confessions of the dark night of the soul that engulfed her. She felt a 
complete absence of God, a sense of abandonment by Him for nearly fifty years. She writes in one 
of her letters, “In my soul I feel just that terrible pain of loss—of God not wanting me—of God not 
being God—of God not really existing.” Skeptics ridiculed the Church for naming a woman struggling 
to find God a saint. Yet true Christians understand that this struggle and commitment to God’s will is 
precisely WHY she is a saint. She is a saint because she struggled. She is a saint because her inner 
darkness led her toward the light surrounding her.  
   
 Let’s meditate on our first reading today. The Word of the Lord is spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah: “Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless; clothe the naked 
when you see them, and do not turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break forth like the 
dawn, and your wound shall quickly be healed…” 
  
 Works of charity are not only expected from those close to God or the chosen few who have 
already been healed. We do not have to be perfect to share Christ’s love. Our Lord can use our 
brokenness as remedy for the injured. God can shine light through us - cracked vessels - which we 
can then radiate to others, which is what He did with Mother Teresa. Though her soul felt lost and 
abandoned, her continued thirst for Christ moved her to seek Him outside of herself: to find Him on 
the streets of Calcutta, in the faces of the poorest among the poor, thereby paving her path to 
heaven.  
  
 Sometimes we choose to hide our pain and scars from others and God. We are ashamed and 
turn away from God falsely believing that we are not worthy of His love or that He could ever use us 
in our most vulnerable states to bring about goodness and healing to others. We must understand, 
however, that Christ’s wounds, caused by hours of torture on the cross, are ours already foreseen 
and embraced by Him. He invites us to unite with Him in our fractured states, so that He can reset 
us and make us whole again. We are given two options today: to become victims of our wounds, or, 
with the help of God’s loving embrace, victors over them, like Saint Teresa of Calcutta.  
 
 This Sunday, as we receive the Lord in the Eucharist, let’s embrace Him fully to be one with Him. 
The source and summit of our lives, which is our God in the Eucharist, is greater than all our 
afflictions combined. Even the greatest saints, including St. Paul and Mother Teresa, trembled in 
fear and darkness. Inspired by their lives, let’s have God do the same work of miracles in our lives 
by carving in our hearts the words of our Savior: “In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, 
I have conquered the world”. (John 16:33)  
 
 

          Blessings, 
 

 



               
 

 

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

         
 February 8, 2026    Week 31                YTD  
 Collection                $15,611          $405,719 
 Budgeted                $12,635          $391,681 
 

Repairs & Maintenance – 2nd Collection 
$590 

            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Welcome to the Church!  
Two new members were initiated into our 
Christian Community last Sunday, February 1st:  
Oliver Mwenda-Mbeche Kaunga and 
Arthur Linti Basweti Louis Mutethia. 
Congratulations to their parents, godparents, 
and families!  
 

If you feel a movement in 
your soul to learn more about 
the Catholic faith or have not 
received all your sacraments 
and desire to return “home” 
to the Church, please reach 
out to Sr. Mary Selina at 
(973) 763-5454.  
 

Rosary Society Meeting 
The next Rosary Society 
meeting will be on the Feast 
of Our Lady of Lourdes – 
Wednesday, February 11th 
– from 7:00-8:30pm. Join us 
in St. Joseph Hall for 
recitation of the Rosary as 
well as a special viewing of 
a documentary about the 
miracles at Lourdes. Light 
refreshments will be served. 
All are welcome!   
 
 

Coffee and Donuts (and Bagels too!)  
Coffee & Donuts returns to  
St. Joseph Hall this week after 
the 10:00 and 11:30am Masses. 
Want to help keep it going?  
Scan here to help defray the cost. 

 Thank you! 
 
 
 

Women’s Lenten Bible Study 

 

To love and honor you all the days of my life 
February 7-14th is National Marriage Week in the 
U.S. Here is an at-home retreat that couples can 
participate in to strengthen their union:  
www.usccb.org/resources/NMW_2026_At-Home_Retreat1.pdf 

http://www.usccb.org/resources/NMW_2026_At-Home_Retreat1.pdf


               
 

 

Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Help us “stamp out” excess postage costs! 
Please note: in an effort to save money, we are 
moving to bi-monthly vs. monthly mailings (i.e. 
two months of envelopes at a time) reducing 
our envelope mailings from 12 to 6x/year.  
This change will take effect next month.  

 

A big thank you to all who 
registered for online giving 
through ParishSOFT Giving.  
If you have not already done 
so, please scan the QR Code. 
 

For those of you who made the switch from 
envelopes, please let us 
know so that we can stop 
envelope delivery. Click 
on this icon at the bottom of 
our website to complete a 
cancellation form or email 
Mary Beth Zurat at: 

mzurat@olschurch.com 

 
 

 
Lent at OLS 
Lent begins in 10 days. Yes, you read that right. 
You might not feel prepared, but we are, and 
here to help you reconnect to God. See flyer for 
details and to register for our Back to Basics 
Lenten series on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on February 25th.  

 

Help at an upcoming Family Mass 
If your child is interested, please reach out to 
Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
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  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026      
 5:30 PM People of the Parish 

 

    SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026 
     8:00 AM    Deceased members of the DePaola,  
    Deehan and Salvante Families 
   10:00 AM      Mary DePrenda 
   11:30 AM      Agnes Marshall 
 

         MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2026 
    7:00  AM    Joan Matson 
  12:00  PM    George Abraham Bertrand, 
   Rosa Lamoute Bertrand and 
    Milot Bertrand 

      
 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026                            
    7:00  AM   Anne T. Feeney 
  12:00  PM   Helene Etienne – Special Intention 

 

 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026 

   7:00  AM   Fay Etienne – Special Intention 
  12:00 PM   Bertha S. DeSanchez –  
   17th Anniversary 
 
 

      THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026 
    7:00 AM   Richard Daly 
  12:00 PM   Adele Bosetti de Esteban  
 

          FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2026 
   7:00  AM   Frances Wallace 
  12:00 PM   Alta Garcia D’Vanzo   
 

           SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2026 

   8:30 AM   Kathy Kelleher 
 12:00 PM   Ann Cupper 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2026 
  5:30   PM      Angela Buch – 45th Anniversary 
 

                   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 
     8:00 AM     James Sullivan 
   10:00 AM     People of the Parish 
   11:30 AM     Agnes Marshall 

 
    Pray for the Departed 

Let us remember those who 
have recently passed away at 
OLS: Loretta Ann Verducci. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto 

Loretta, O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon her. Amen 

 
In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one or 
for a special intention. If you would like to do so, 
please call the parish office for more information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of Maria Guerrero 
requested by Alma Handy.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery, 
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah 
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, 
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia 
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More, 
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche 
Muscle, Bridgette O’Brien, Ludgarda Rosa, 
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, 
Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, 
Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie 
Windsor

 

  



               
 

  

 
 



               
 

 
 
 

 


