O(IZ” 6@47 O/CSO]”I”OZZ)S

217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

Come aiter
me, and |
will make
you lishers
ol men

Matthew 4:19

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm

Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm —2:00 pm or by appointment

Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program

Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 « FAX: 973-763-9506

January 25, 2026
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Message from Fr. Andrew

European soccer has been a passion of mine, and | am a proud fan of Real Madrid.
Recently, the team has been struggling, dropping points. Is it a financial issue? No. Do we have
terrible players? No. A Terrible coach? No. So what is the problem? lronically, the issue is that we
have too many good players. There is nothing wrong with a team loaded with world-class players.
However, the problem arises when everyone on the team tries to become a superstar. Once that
happens, the chemistry and the tactics well-crafted by the head coach start to crumble.

This is not just an issue with soccer. It could happen to teams in any other sport. Long story
short, a soccer midfielder must not try to score as much as strikers are supposed to; NFL kickers
shouldn’t focus on their tackling practices as much as linebackers do; and baseball pitchers should
never be focused on their batting average as much as batters are (unless you are Shohei Otani!).
For a team to win, it must be united around a common objective. To be successful in that,
everyone must know what they are supposed to do and stay faithful to that role.

Today’s second reading is all about the unity within the Church. Paul urges the Corinthians to
remain “Team Jesus Christ” and to fight the temptations that cause division. Interestingly, Paul
explains his role in the Church of God in urging unity. He says he wasn’t crucified for them the way
Christ was, nor was he sent to baptize the way John the Baptist was. His role is to preach the
Gospel: Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who was crucified.

Paul, being one of the most significant and influential saints of the early Church, still had a
clear idea of what he was called to be and what he wasn’t. For him, gaining personal fame and
establishing a legacy were never attractive; as he professes that everything else but Christ is his
Lord, he considers it rubbish (Philippians 3:8). In his mind, there solely existed one purpose of life:
to serve the Lord who had called him out of darkness, and to become the preacher of Christ’s life,
death and resurrection.

Friends, that is precisely how we keep our Church united. Priests must focus on striving to
become the vehicle of Christ as Persona Christi, by serving and nurturing the people God has
entrusted to them by providing sacraments, and the Laity must be aware of their co-responsibility
to bring the Gospel messages to their family, workplaces, and the society where they belong, as
the sacramental life nourishes them. However, despite the different contexts of vocation, first and
foremost, all who are baptized, whether laity, consecrated religious, or clergy, must strive for
holiness in the particular role they were called to play by God.

The world seems clearly divided. The polarized atmosphere we all witness, however, must
never taint our dignity as adopted sons and daughters of God. Regardless of what the world says,
we must remain missionary disciples of Christ. We don’t belong to any political figures, celebrities,
or historic figures. We must belong to Christ alone. We must remain faithful to the role we are
called to play in our Church, whatever that may be, and we must become our Savior’s servants. If
the question of how arises in our hearts, let's keep discerning how we can love God above all with
our whole being and love our neighbors as ourselves as parents, children, laity, and ordained.
Every part of our bodies is crucial, and each plays a role! You, too, are a vital part of the body, the
Church. How do you plan on carrying the Gospel wherever you are?

Blessings,
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
January 18, 2026 Week 29 YTD
Collection $10,307 $381,683
Budgeted $12,635 $366,411

Repairs and Maintenance - $500
Food Pantry - $829

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

A Messaqe to our Youth Group Alumni
Youth Minister Chris Kaiser.

= their parents to consider a
donation in support of Youth
'§ Group. Help us keep the
spirit of Youth Group alive

. and the mission going!

Sunday nights in the lower church, Wednesday
nights as a leader, the retreats, Living Stations of
the Cross, as a “parent chauffeur” all those
Sundays and Wednesdays....these events likely
created lifelong memories. We remember: Retreats
in Esopus and at Sorrows, where God felt close;
the reverence of the Living Stations of the

Cross; Guest speakers, BBQs, the Holocaust
Memoirial; the joy—the unmistakable joy—of simply
being together (yes, even during the egg toss!).

We hope that your time with Youth Group left a spiritual
imprint that will inspire you to share this gift with today’s

members and future Youth Group teens.

As we look ahead, I invite you to support the
ongoing mission of our youth ministry program.
Your financial gift helps sustain retreats,
programs, and gatherings that allow young people
to encounter faith in meaningful and lasting ways.

The retreat banner still hangs in our youth
room — a sign that what began years ago
continues to inspire new hearts. If you feel called

to give, please scan the QR
Code. E EE

Thank you for being part of
this ministry’s past—and its
future.

In gratitude and hope,
Chris Kaiser

Below is a message from our

We are asking alumni and/or

Women’s Lenten Bible Study

. Please join us to encounter 60D
in the Sacred Word of the Bible!!!

»BIBLE STUDY

JOIN US SUNDAYS 1:00PM-2:00PM
FIRST SESSION ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2026
DON'T FORGET YOUR BIBLE!

WOMEN AGES 25-43

RSVP NATASHA (973) 913-5162
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED!

Verso Cristo Luncheon

\%‘ 7. Verso Cristo’s next Young
M N\ Adult Lunch will be next
/ ‘/ Sunday, February 1.,

Join us for the 11:30 Mass
f/ e \\

followed by lunch at
Wesley’s apartment.
Meet our group in the vestibule after Mass to
walk over together. This is a great way to meet
other young adults at the parish. Stay tuned for
upcoming Verso Cristo events!

o=

Verso Cristo (toward Christ) is a young adult
network open to anyone in the area between
the ages of 21 and 35. We are committed to
building up community and discipleship through
offering monthly events, service opportunities,
and seasonal small group ministries.




Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiggins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnolli@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Save us a stamp!

Please note: in an effort to save money, we are
moving to bi-monthly vs. monthly mailings (i.e.
two months of envelopes at a time) reducing
our envelope mailings from 12 to 6x/year.

This change will take effect next month.

A big thank you to all who
registered for online giving
through ParishSOFT Giving.

If you have not already done so,
please scan the QR Code.

For those of you who made the switch from
envelopes, we have one more request:
please let us know so that we can stop
envelope delivery. We'll have an online form
to do so in the near future, however, in the
interim, please email Mary Beth to inform her:
mzurat@olschurch.com

Thanks for helping us “stamp out” excess
postage costs!

Catholic Schools Week

Catholic Schools Week is a nationwide
celebration that recognizes the contributions of
Catholic schools to students, the Church, and
our country in the areas of faith formation,
knowledge, and service. It technically kicks off
today — Sunday, January 25" — however,
because of the predicted snowstorm (the
bulletin goes to print on Thursdays, so as of
this writing, that seems to be a likely
possibility), we have rescheduled it to next
Sunday, February 1st.

Join us next Sunday in the school’s gym
(entrance on Academy Street) after the
10:00am and 11:30am Masses to learn more
about our wonderful school!

o/.\ t
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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community
Faith and Knowledge meet in many places, but the place you can be
certain of their meeting is in a Catholic School. - Archdiocese of Newark
Key Facts about Catholic Education:

Catholic School students are given a challenging curriculum that will help them
prepare for a successful future.

A Catholic education values a commitment to service, encouraging students to serve
God by serving others.

Catholic Schools work to achieve our goal of academic excellence while proclaiming
the Good News of Jesus.

Our Lady of Sorrows School

Our Lady of Sorrows School (www.ourladyofsorrowsschool.org) offers Pre-K3 and PreK-
4 Programs - Half Day, Full Day, and Extended Day. In addition to our superlative K-8
curriculum featuring Language Arts, Reading, Math (including accelerated math in
middle school), Social Studies and Science, we offer the following programs and
services:

o Aftercare until 6pm

o ArtClub

Dramatic Arts/Music culminating in a spring musical

Extracurriculars: Chess, Instrumental Music instruction, Student Council
February Frenzy Annual Basketball Tournament

Fine Arts

Math Club

Physical Education

Spanish

Sports: Volleyball, Track and Field, Basketball, Cross Country, Cheerleading
STEM/STREAM

Tutoring Program in partnership with Seton Hall Prep

X OUR LADY OF SORROWS SCHOOL

Pre-K - 8th Grade Catholic Education * South Orange, NJ
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Miasses For " oon

The Week 259 )

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2026
5:30 PM  All Rosarians, living and deceased

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026

8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM  Joe Primavera
11:30 AM  Edward Quigley

MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025
7:00 AM Bridget Moran Powers
12:00 PM Kit Carson — 111" Anniversary

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2025
7:00 AM  Michele Degan
12:00 PM  James Greydanus — Special Intention

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025
7:00 AM Giovanna Barelia Loffredo
12:00 PM Luis Sanchez

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026
7:00 AM  Lyndon Bryce
12:00 PM  Milot Bertrand

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026
7:00 AM  Lenny Edwards
12:00 PM  Dale Marshall

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026
8:30 AM Fr. Rafael Cero
12:00 PM  Robert Greydanus

VIGIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026
5:30 PM  Deacon John Inguaggiato

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026
8:00 AM  Shirlee Needles
10:00 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall
11:30 AM  People of the Parish

Pray for the Departed
o Let us remember our

deceased loved ones

' in our prayers. St. Paul of

the Cross wrote, “If, during
: 4 Jife, we have been kind to

the suffering souls in purgatory, God will see

that help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one
or for a special intention. If you would like to
do so, please call the parish office for more
information.

This week’s candle is in memory of Giovanna
Barelia Loffredo requested by The Buttros Family.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche
Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer,

Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

FOR THE SICK
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Women’s Retreat

Saturday,
February 7th

1lam - Spm

4 S OQQ' Includes fellowship, noon Mass, lunch,
R E NOT P\\‘ talk, Confessions, and Adoration

Sarah is a wife and mother of two young
children, published author, and full-time content
writer for the Hallow app. We're excited to
welcome her as our guest speaker for this
year’s retreat! As a New Jersey native and a
revert to the Catholic Church, Sarah’s ability to
weave the deep truths of our faith through
personal stories and life experiences means
this will be a talk you won't want to miss!

Please RSVP
by Monday, February 2nd
to Melanie Chambers at
mchambers97@comcast.net
Admission is $30* at the door

*scholarships available for those unable to pay the full amount




Men's Lenten Day of Recollection

Saturday, February 14, 2026
9:00am - 3:00pm
Location: Villa Pauline Retreat and Spiritual Center* - Mendham, NJ
Presenter: Rev. Msgr. Gerard McCarren, S.T.D.

Cost: $60.00
Allmen 18 and over are invited to participate
Program

- Arrive by 9:00

- Mass at 9:30

- Continental Breakfast

- 2 Presentations

- Private Reflection / Opportunity for Confession

- Hot Lunch

- Recitation of Rosary and Benediction
- Closing prayer at 3:00
RSVP to Len Mrozak: (908) 872-4968 or Imrozak@aol.com

*The Villa Pauline Retreat and Spiritual Center is located on the grounds of The Sisters of Christian Charity
Mallinckrodt Convent in Mendham: sccus.org

Sponsored by:

Knights of Columbus, Council 4066, Regina Pacis
Council4066@gmail.com




