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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Brian 

       

  The Our Lady of Knock Shrine in County Mayo, Ireland, receives about 1.5 million visitors 
per year (I myself have celebrated Mass there). The Shrine commemorates the fact that Our 
Blessed Mother Mary appeared there for 2-3 hours on August 21, 1879. Witnesses to the 
apparition stated they saw Our Lady, St. Joseph, and St. John the Evangelist at the south gable 
end of the local small parish church of St. John the Baptist. Behind them and a little to the left of St. 
John was a plain altar. On the altar was a cross and a lamb (a traditional image of Jesus), with 
adoring angels. This is the only apparition in the world where Jesus has come in the form of a 
lamb. St. John the Evangelist is seen preaching from the Book of Gospels. 

 

 The Gospel and the lamb being present at the same time is a representation of what takes 
place at every Mass, which includes both the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, Jesus, as the Lamb of God, is offered to the Father on the Altar 
of the Cross in a sacrifice for our sins. And from that sacrifice we receive the Eucharist. So, Jesus 
is the Lamb of God, just as St. John the Baptist attests in this Sunday’s Gospel when he says, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.”  

 

 Every year around Easter time, our Jewish neighbors celebrate Passover, which remembers 
how God “passed over” the Jewish homes and spared the first-born Israelite son from the fate of 
their Egyptian counterparts. Well, Jesus, offering His Blood to us on the Cross, is the new 
Passover Lamb. He sheds His Blood to save us, so that God may pass over our sins.  

 

 During every Mass, Jesus says to us, “This is the chalice of my Blood, the Blood of the new 
and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  
At every Mass, Jesus the Lamb of God is offered to the Father for us. In every Mass, we call upon 
the Lamb, saying, “Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.”  
The third time, we ask the Lamb to grant us peace. And then the priest, echoing the words of John 
the Baptist in today’s Gospel, raises the Sacred Host and says, “Behold the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world.”  

 

 In the last book of the Bible, the Book of Revelation, we hear described for us the Liturgy of 
Heaven. In the Book of Revelation, Jesus in Heaven is called the Lamb. The Liturgy of Heaven is 
referred to as the Lamb’s High Feast. So when we call Jesus the Lamb of God during Mass, it 
reminds us that we have Heaven right here on earth in the Eucharist. That’s what the Mass is: it’s a 
participation in the Liturgy of Heaven. It’s the making present to us now of Jesus Himself, who is 
the Lamb of God. 

 

 So, can we see how awesome the Mass is? How it is a real partaking in the Liturgy of 
Heaven? We might therefore ask ourselves: What’s going on inside of us when we’re at Mass?  
Are we consuming the Lamb and being consumed by Him? We live in an age when people want to 
be constantly entertained. But the Mass isn’t meant to be entertainment, and the sanctuary isn’t 
meant to be a stage. At every Mass, it’s the most sacred spot in the universe because it’s where 
Heaven meets earth.  

 

 And so all of us (priests included!) could do more to make the Mass the most important event of 
our lives; to make the Mass more than just our 1-hour duty on Sundays; to make the Mass more 
reverent; to make the Mass the source and summit of our lives. At every Mass, we partake in a 
miracle. We share in that reality which the Knock, Ireland apparition only pointed toward. May we 
treasure what we do in our beautiful Church. And may we receive with joy and thanksgiving, with 
reverence and purity, with awe and wonder, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. 

           
          Blessings, 
 



               
 

 

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

         
 January 11, 2026    Week 28                YTD  
 Collection                $18,651          $371,376 
 Budgeted                $12,635          $353,776 
 

Repairs and Maintenance - $4,947 
Food Pantry - $1,345 

            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 
 

Sing to the Lord! 
Our St. Cecilia Singers (grades 3-8) and  
Youth Choir (grades 9-12) welcome new singers  
for the Spring term. St. Cecilia Singers rehearse 
Wednesday afternoons; Youth Choir rehearses 
Sunday mornings only. Both ensembles sing at our 
10am Family Mass.  
 

For more information or to sign up, please contact 
Preston Dibble: pdibble@olschurch.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message to our Youth Group Alumni  
Below is a message from our 
Youth Minister Chris Kaiser. 
We are asking alumni and/or 
their parents to consider a 
donation in support of Youth 
Group. Help us keep the 
spirit of Youth Group alive 
and the mission going!  
 

Sunday nights in the lower church, Wednesday 

nights as a leader, the retreats, Living Stations of 

the Cross, as a “parent chauffeur” all those 

Sundays and Wednesdays....these events likely 

created lifelong memories. We remember: Retreats 

in Esopus and at Sorrows, where God felt close; 

the reverence of the Living Stations of the 

Cross; Guest speakers, BBQs, the Holocaust 

Memorial; the joy—the unmistakable joy—of simply 

being together (yes, even during the egg toss!). 

We hope that your time with Youth Group left a spiritual 
imprint that will inspire you to share this gift with today’s 
members and future Youth Group teens.   
 
As we look ahead, I invite you to support the 
ongoing mission of our youth ministry program. 
Your financial gift helps sustain retreats, 
programs, and gatherings that allow young people 
to encounter faith in meaningful and lasting ways. 
 
The retreat banner still hangs in our youth 
room - a sign that what began years ago 
continues to inspire new hearts. If you feel called 
to give, please scan the QR Code.   
 
Thank you for being part of 
this ministry’s past—and its 
future. 
 
In gratitude and hope, 
Chris Kaiser 
 
 

 
Women’s Lenten Bible Study 

mailto:pdibble@olschurch.com


               
 

 

Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Office Closed 
Please note that our parish offices will be 
closed on Monday, January 19th in recognition 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We need to pledge ourselves anew to the 
cause of Christ. We must capture the spirit of 
the early church. Wherever the early 
Christians went, they made a triumphant 
witness for Christ. Whether on the village 
streets or in the city jails, they daringly 
proclaimed the good news of the gospel.” 
- Dr. King 
 

 
Coffee & Donuts & Catholic Schools Week! 
Next Sunday (1/25) we’re taking Coffee and 
Donuts on the road, or really, down the road: 
it will be held in Our Lady of Sorrows School’s 
gym to spotlight Catholic Schools Week, 
which kicks off next Sunday. The 10:00am 
Mass is dedicated to our school.  
 

Catholic Schools Week is a nationwide 
celebration that recognizes the contributions 
of Catholic schools to students, the Church, 
and our country in the areas of faith formation, 
knowledge, and service. Join us next Sunday 
in the school’s gym (entrance on Academy 
Street) after the 10:00am and 11:30am 
Masses to learn more about our wonderful 
school! 
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  SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026      
 5:30 PM Chaplain Col. John J. Krozer 

 

    SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026 
     8:00 AM    Patrick and Selina McHugh 
   10:00 AM      People of the Parish 
   11:30 AM      Agnes Agusta Marshall 
 

         MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2025 
    7:00  AM    Luis Sanchez 
  12:00  PM    Rudy Polaski 
     
 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Luis Rene Sanchez 
  12:00  PM   Brett Coppens – Special Intention 

 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Luis Rene Sanchez 
  12:00 PM  Barbara Veltri 
 

 

      THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026 
    7:00 AM  Rafael Parlade 
  12:00 PM  Dawn Langan Mattheiss 
 

          FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2026 
   7:00  AM  Guillermo B. Sanchez 
  12:00 PM  James McDonnell Jr. –  
  25th Anniversary   
 

           SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2026 

   8:30 AM  Deceased members of the Poggioli & 
  DeRosa Families 
 12:00 PM  Rafaela Sanchez 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2026 
  5:30   PM      All Rosarians, living and deceased 
 

 

                   SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 
     8:00 AM     People of the Parish 
   10:00 AM     Joe Primavera 
   11:30 AM     Edward Quigley 
 
      

   
Pray for the Departed 

Let us remember our 
deceased loved ones  
in our prayers. St. Paul of 
the Cross wrote, “If, during 
life, we have been kind to 

the suffering souls in purgatory, God will see 
that help be not denied us after death.”    

 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one 
or for a special intention. If you would like to 
do so, please call the parish office for more 
information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of Barbara Veltri, 
requested by The Buttros Family.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery, 
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah 
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, 
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia 
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More, 
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Kathleen Roche 
Muscle, Ludgarda Rosa, Julian Sherman, Marie 
Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, Donna T., Mary Jane 
Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. 
Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie Windsor

 
  



               
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



               
 

 

Join us in the school gym for our open house!  
 

Entrance is on Academy St. around the corner from Fourth St. 


