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MASSES:  Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 

Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm  
Penance:  Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm or by appointment 

Baptism:  Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program 
Ministry of the Sick:  Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls 
Marriages:  Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest 
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A Message from Fr. Andrew 

       

  One of the worst experiences I had at the Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC or DMV) 
was right after the COVID lockdown ended. I had to be there to have my license renewed 
after several months of shutdown. As a result, I was one of the hundreds or thousands of 
people lined up for the same reason. I arrived at four in the morning and left at five in the 
afternoon. It was ridiculous, but when I looked around while waiting in line, at least I could 
see I wasn’t alone in this torturous process. Everyone around me had the same look of 
misery and gloom. It was an unfortunate solidarity: no one was alone in their darkness. 
 

 If the line at the MVC a few days after lockdown was lifted was long, imagine how hectic 
and crazy the line for baptism must have been when John the Baptist was baptizing people. 
Matthew 3:5-6 (verses prior to today’s Gospel) tells us, “Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole 
region around the Jordan were going out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they acknowledged their sins.”  
 

 However, at least people were lining up for a holier, nobler reason: repentance and 
reconciliation with God Almighty. It not only took one’s patience to stay in line until their turn 
to be baptized, but a sincerely contrite heart desiring to cry out, “God, have mercy on me!” 
But someone truly unexpected is in line. His name is Jesus Christ, the anointed one of God, 
and the one and only God who is with us. He has no sin, and He, the one who created water 
in the beginning, is the one who chooses to unwrap Himself of the Kingly glory of heaven on 
the banks of the Jordan and clothe Himself with the muddy water of our sinfulness. 
 

 He needed not baptism of repentance. However, He desired to be part of it and make it 
His own, so the baptism we have today could be sanctified, and our desire to repent could 
link us back to God, who is now also a Man who was baptized by John the Baptist. By being 
baptized, He showed fallen humanity a great sense of solidarity by lining Himself up with 
repenting sinners. He hates sins yet loves sinners and continually urges them to have the 
courage to come near Him. He isn’t too far from us. He is standing right next to us on that 
same line of reconciliation, not as a sinner, but as the one who created us and as the merciful 
judge.  
 

 Today, we celebrate the joyful feast day of the Baptism of the Lord. This is the day when 
we thank and praise God for humbling Himself to clothe Himself with the same water of 
baptism. Once again, today’s feast shows us how His timeline of salvation works. After 
clothing Himself with the water of Jordan, filled with human sins, He is to offer Himself as the 
sacrificial lamb on the altar of the Cross for our salvation.  
 

 As we celebrate this wonderful feast day, let’s be determined that we may not be afraid to 
repent. God, who knows our broken hearts more than we do, has already chosen to clothe 
Himself with our fallen humanity as a perfect Man: an unblemished sacrificial lamb. In our 
faith in God, who is our baptized Lord, let’s always remember to have our sins drowned in the 
water of baptism we were once baptized with by repenting constantly, so we may emerge 
with the risen Lord every day of our lives. There is no reason to fear, for the Lord has 
overcome the world and the darkness!  
 

          Blessings! 
 
 
 
  



               
 

 

   THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF  
          OUR PARISHIONERS              

         
 December 28         Week 26                YTD  
 Collection               $12,060          $333,543 
 Budgeted               $12,635          $328,507 
 

Repairs and Maintenance - $25,236 
Assessment - $1,065 

 
January 4, 2026      Week 27                YTD  
 Collection               $19,182          $352,725 
 Budgeted               $12,635          $341,141 
 

Food Pantry - $1,467 
St. Vincent de Paul - $818 

--------------------------------------------- 
Christmas Collections - $63,755 

Budgeted Christmas Collections - $55,000 
            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 
 

Upcoming Verso Cristo Outing  
It’s not too late to attend the Devils’ Faith and 
Family Night this Wednesday, January 14th at 
7pm. While this is being hosted by Verso Cristo 
Young Adults, you do NOT need to be a 
young adult to attend. If interested, email 
Verso Cristo member Hailie Cadeau: 
hailiecadeau@gmail.com 

 
Sing to the Lord! 
Our St. Cecilia Singers (grades 3-8) and  
Youth Choir (grades 9-12) welcome new singers  
for the Spring term. St. Cecilia Singers rehearse 
Wednesday afternoons; Youth Choir rehearses 
Sunday mornings only. Both ensembles sing at our 
10am Family Mass.  
 

For more information or to sign up, please contact 
Preston Dibble: pdibble@olschurch.com 

 
Upcoming Rosary Society Meeting 

The Rosary Society’s first 
meeting of the New Year 
will be this Wednesday, 
January 14th at 7pm in 
the lower chapel. All are 
welcome to join us and 
pray the Rosary.  
 

Light refreshments and a brief meeting will follow!  
 
Please note: the Rosary Society meets at 7pm on 
the second Wednesday of every month in the lower 
chapel unless otherwise noted.  
 
“Go to the Madonna. Love her! Always say the 
Rosary. Say it well. Say it as often as you can! Be 
souls of prayer. Never tire of praying, it is what is 
essential. Prayer shakes the Heart of God, it 
obtains necessary graces!”  

- Saint Padre Pio 
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Meet Our Staff 
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor 
bneedles@olschurch.com 
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar 
alee@olschurch.com  

Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence 
Deacon Walter Wiggins 
Permanent Deacon 
wwiggins@olschurch.com 
Deacon Steven Greydanus  
Permanent Deacon 
sgreydanus@olschurch.com 
Judy Foley, School Principal 
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org 
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate 
smselina@olschurch.com 

Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator  
jnoll@olschurch.com 
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister 
ckaiser@olschurch.com 
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate 
ssonnick@olschurch.com 

Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
Preston Dibble, Director of Music 
pdibble@olschurch.com 
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director 
karlene@thenurseryatols.org 
Charles Noun, Business Manager 
cnoun@olschurch.com 
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary 
mzurat@olschurch.com 
 

 

Coffee and Donuts is back! 
The first Coffee & Donuts 
(and bagels!) of 2026 is 
today after the 10 and 
11:30am Masses in  
St. Joseph Hall.  
We’ll have a faith-based 

activity for the little ones too. Join us! 
 
To support Coffee & Donuts, please scan the 
QR Code. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Christmas Gifting Thank You 

A huge THANK YOU to all 
who participated in either our 
Christmas Giving Tree or 
Regifting Project to benefit 
St. Rose of Lima Parish in 
Newark and Mercy House 
respectively. Because of your 

largesse, we were able to distribute over 200 
gifts to children, adults and families who might 
not otherwise have received any presents this 
Christmas. Once again we are reminded of how 
much joy we have here at Sorrows. We are so 
grateful for your thoughtfulness and kindness.  
 
Help at an upcoming Family Mass! 
See flyer for opportunities for children in 
grades K-8. Email Colleen McDonald if your 
child would like to participate: 
cmcdonald@olschurch.com 
 
Please note: January 25th kicks off Catholic 
Schools Week nationwide, which celebrates 
the contributions of Catholic schools to 
students, the Church, and our country in the 
areas of faith formation, knowledge, and 
service. For the Family Mass on this Sunday, 
we are asking students from Our Lady of 
Sorrows School specifically to help.  
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  SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2026      
 5:30 PM People of the Parish 

 

    SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 
     8:00 AM    Vincent Ryan 
   10:00 AM      Vernon Pascual 
   11:30 AM      Agnes A. Marshall 

 

         MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2025 
    7:00  AM    Cara Gordon 
  12:00  PM    Bruce Fulda 
     
 

 

                                                    TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2025                            
    7:00  AM   Joseph A. Muller 
  12:00  PM   Arturo Andan 

 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025 

   7:00  AM  Daniel Daignault 
  12:00 PM  Elaine Goffredo 
 

 

      THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026 
    7:00 AM  Luis Sanchez 
  12:00 PM  Abbé Charles Outtier 
 

          FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026 
   7:00  AM  Cindy Goldberg 
  12:00 PM  Luis Sanchez   
 

           SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026 

   8:30 AM  Marvin Conover 
 12:00 PM  R. Jude Pascual – Special Intention 

 
 

         VIGIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026 
  5:30   PM      Chaplain Col. John J. Krozer 
 

 

                   SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026 
     8:00 AM     Patrick and Selina McHugh 
   10:00 AM     People of the Parish 
   11:30 AM     Agnes Agusta Marshall 
 
      

   

 
Pray for the Departed 

Let us remember our 
deceased loved ones  
in our prayers. St. Paul of 
the Cross wrote, “If, during 
life, we have been kind to 

the suffering souls in purgatory, God will see 
that help be not denied us after death.”    

 

In Memoriam 
It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly 
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one 
or for a special intention. If you would like to 
do so, please call the parish office for more 
information.   

 

This week’s candle is in memory of Elvira Alcala, 
requested by Alma Handy.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph 
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia 
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan, 
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku, 
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot, 
George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery, 
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah 
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann, 
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia 
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More, 
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa, 
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart, 
Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer, 
Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie 
Windsor

 
  



               
 

  
 
 
 



               
 

 


