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217 PROSPECT STREET, SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

973-763-5454
www.olschurch.com

MASSES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm; Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday-Friday 7:00 am and 12:00 pm; Saturday 8:30 am and 12:00 pm
Penance: Confessions Saturday 12:45 pm —2:00 pm or by appointment
Baptism: Contact Parish Office after the birth of your child to begin Baptismal preparation program
Ministry of the Sick: Call Parish Office for anointing of seriously or chronically ill for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick and to arrange Communion calls
Marriages: Arrange at least one year in advance with a parish priest
RECTORY and PARISH: 973-763-5454 ¢ FAX: 973-763-9506

January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord



http://www.olschurch.com/

A Message from Fr. Brian

We celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany this Sunday. The word Epiphany is a funny,
strange word and that’s because it's Greek. It means a manifestation or appearance of any
sort. The epiphany we celebrate this Sunday is the manifestation of the Baby Jesus through
the visit of the 3 Wise Men. Tradition gives their names as Melchior, Balthazar and Gaspar.
Another epiphany that we experienced over the last couple of weeks was the many people
who appeared and who helped to make Christmas at OLS so wonderful. The countless
people who give of themselves to this parish are a reminder of how blessed we are as a
parish community. Allow me to thank some of these people.

Our church is always an incredibly beautiful building, but it looks especially magnificent
at Christmas (and Easter). That doesn’t happen automatically. It takes the love and
commitment of a number of volunteer decorators and we’re very grateful to them.

We are blessed by our parish maintenance crew. Led by Marvin Reyes, this crew
includes Sam Lewis and Julio Herrera. They put up the live trees in the church and
other parish buildings. They also put up the massive live wreaths on the inside
columns of the church as well as the wreaths on the exterior doors, the flags that fly
from the columns, and our 3 Nativity scenes: in the church, in front of the rectory, and
near the 41" Street entrance. By the way, the stable of the church Nativity is new this
year. That Nativity scene will remain up until the Feast of the Presentation, which is
February 2,

Our spectacular music ministry, led by Preston Dibble, our organist and Director of
Music. Our annual Carol Sing was truly magnificent! We are so blessed at OLS to
have such a wonderful music ministry. It is composed of 3 choirs: the St. Cecilia
Children’s Choir, the Youth Choir (high school), and the Parish Choir. Our immense
gratitude goes out to all the members of our choirs. Thank you for sharing with us the
gift of music!

Our Youth Group, which is guided by Chris Kaiser. Members of our Youth Group
helped us with the Live Nativity Scene in front of the rectory during the Carol Sing.
They were dressed as Mary and Joseph and as shepherds (which was appropriate,
given that they looked after the live sheep and donkey and alpaca!).

Our Religious Education Department, under the direction of Jen Noll and Colleen
McDonald, put on a wonderful children’s Christmas pageant. Our gratitude goes
especially to the children of the parish who participated in the Pageant. They reminded
us of the real reason we celebrate Christmas. Thanks also to those parents who
helped to organize the pizza party afterward!

You! Thank you to the more than 2,000 of you for your presence at Christmas Masses!
And thank you for your Christmas gifts to the parish. Your support helps us to make
Jesus better known, loved and served, which is our parish mission. Thank you!

Thanks to one and all for manifesting (“epiphanizing”) your goodness and generosity in
helping to make OLS such a wonderful, vibrant parish!

Wishing you a blessed Epiphany and 2026!
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THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING OF

OUR PARISHIONERS
December 21 Week 25 YTD
Collection $13,385 $321,483
Budgeted $12,635 $315,872

Second Collection-Assessment $3,323

Due to early bulletin deadlines before
Christmas and New Year’s, the numbers for
the previous week’s collections will be
reported in subsequent bulletins.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Upcoming Verso Cristo Outing

Do you like ice hockey? Are you a fan of the
NJ Devils? If yes to either question, then Verso
Cristo Young Adults invites you to join them at
the Devils’ Faith and Family Night on
Wednesday, January 14t at 7pm.

Note: you do NOT need to be a young adult
to attend this event. For more information and
to purchase tickets, please email Verso Cristo
member Hailie Cadeau:
hailiecadeau@gmail.com
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Family Night

Support the St. Vincent de Paul Society

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul at OLS is
seeking donations to build up reserves. Need is
especially dire at this time of year. Our ability to
help is dependent on your generosity, so we are
grateful for all contributions we receive. Thank you
for your consideration.

If you are in need of assistance, please email
StVincent@olschurch.com.

ALL requests are kept confidential.

Helping Those inNeed:
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a
Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together and grow
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and
suffering. This is done in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, and its patron, St. Vincent de Paul.

The Society is one of the largest charitable organizations in the
country. The purpose of the Society is to bear
witness to the love of Christ. Our parish group does
this by offering financial assistance to individuals
and families in the South Orange/Maplewood area
who are temporarily unable to meet their current
living expenses.

Every effort is made to provide this assistance
in ways that respect the dignity of the recipient and
the strictest confidentiality of the relationship
between the recipient and the Society. People of all backgrounds and
religions can receive assistance.

If you need assistance, email: StVincent@olschurch.com

The Society cannot do this alone. We are therefore most grateful for the
monetary donations we receive to carry out our work. Donations can be
sent to: Our Lady of Sorrows Church

c/o Society of St. Vincent de Paul

217 Prospect Street

South Orange, NJ 07079

Checks should be made payable to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Thank you for helping us bear witness to the love of Christ.

GROUP PACKAGE
INCLUDES:

$20 food voucher
Opportunity to go on the Devils Ice after the game!
50% off Food and Beverage Credit available to purchase
Tickets purchased12/9 -12/14 will be entered to win a signed NJ Devils hockey puck

PAYMENT METHOD
Last day to purchase tickets is December 14t
Tickets are $76 per ticket for the night!

If you are interested in learning more or joining us for the night, please feel free to
reach out to hailiecadeau@gmail.com.

@ Prudential Center

Some thoughts on New Year’s resolutions

Will 2026 be your marathon year? You can do it!
Just remember to start small and be patient with
yourself. And on those days that the couch is
challenging your commitment, turn to the saints for
inspiration: “You aspire to great things? Begin with
the little ones.” - St. Augustine
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Meet Our Staff
Rev. Brian X. Needles, Pastor
bneedles@olschurch.com
Rev. Andrew Lee, Parochial Vicar
alee@olschurch.com
Rev. Robert Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Patrick Seo, Priest in Residence
Deacon Walter Wiggins
Permanent Deacon
wwiqgins@olschurch.com
Deacon Steven Greydanus
Permanent Deacon
sgreydanus@olschurch.com
Judy Foley, School Principal
principal@ourladyofsorrowsschool.org
Sr. Mary Selina, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate
smselina@olschurch.com
Jennifer Noll, Catechetical Coordinator
jnoll@olschurch.com
Christopher Kaiser, Youth Minister
ckaiser@olschurch.com
Stephanie Sonnick, Ministerial Associate
ssonnick@olschurch.com
Colleen McDonald, Administrative Assistant
cmcdonald@olschurch.com
Preston Dibble, Director of Music
pdibble@olschurch.com
Karlene Campbell, Nursery Director
karlene@thenurseryatols.org
Charles Noun, Business Manager
choun@olschurch.com
Mary Beth Zurat, Secretary
mzurat@olschurch.com

Chrlstma Regqifting Project Reminder

Please bring all items to the
vestibule by 12:30pm today
(Sunday, January 4).

No need to wrap them!

They will be delivered directly
to Mercy House
(rcan.org/mercy-house) and given to those in need.

Questions? Reach out to Anna Nelson at
(973) 477-9546 or annanelson202@gmail.com

Help at an upcoming Family Mass!

There’s still time to support OLS
Late to the game in
making your Christmas
donation? Fear not!
The Christmas season
doesn’t end until next
T Sunday (1/11) when we
celebrate The Baptlsm of the Lord.

Scan below to support our beautiful church
and parish ministries. Thank you for your
generosity!

See flyer for opportunities for children in
grades K-8. Email Colleen McDonald if your
child would like to participate:
cmcdonald@olschurch.com

Train the young in the way they should go,
even when old, they will not swerve from it.
- Proverbs 22:6

Kids in Grades K-8 are Invited to Help at an Upcoming

OLS FAMILY MASS
10:00 AM

Students in K-3: Greet and Welcome Before Mass,
Hand Out Bulletins after Mass

Students in Grades 4-8: Usher or Read the Prayers of the Faithful

If your children are interested in sharing their gifts with the parish,
please email Colleen McDonald at cmcdonald@olschurch.com. Thanks!

January brings the snow, makes our feet and
fingers glow. — Sara Coleridge
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2026

5:30 PM  People of the Parish
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026
8:00 AM Deceased members of the DePaola,
Deehan and Salvante Families
10:00 AM Joe Primavera
11:30 AM  Agnes Agusta Marshall

MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
7:00 AM Helen Buttros
12:00 PM  Agnes Marshall

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2025
7:00 AM Fernando Camacho
12:00 PM  Catherine Sullivan

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2025
7:00 AM Elizabeth and Allen Nelson
12:00 PM Delia Prisco

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026
7:00 AM  Anthony Galletta
12:00 PM  Andrzej Stachowiak

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2026
7:00 AM  Deborah Mingo — Special Intention
12:00 PM  Alvaro Ochoa

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2026
8:30 AM  Kathleen Harrington Constantino
12:00 PM  Stephen Reade

VIGIL SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2026
5:30 PM  People of the Parish

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026
8:00 AM  Vincent Ryan
10:00 AM  Vernon Pascual
11: 30 AM  Agnes A. Marshall

Pray for the Departed
o Let us remember our

deceased loved ones

' in our prayers. St. Paul of

the Cross wrote, “If, during
: 4 Jife, we have been kind to

the suffering souls in purgatory, God will see

that help be not denied us after death.”

In Memoriam

It is a loving gesture to donate the weekly
Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one
or for a special intention. If you would like to
do so, please call the parish office for more
information.

This week’s candle is in memory of Helen Buttros,
requested by The Buttros Family.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Aber, Logan Francis Amon and Tyler Joseph
Amon, Rita Arena, Diana Baseman, Patricia
Bee, Roy Bell, Ellen Bowden, Daniel Callaghan,
Julia Callaghan, Robert Charles, Bekim Colaku,
John Colaku, Alice Cosack, Michael Elliot,
George Richmond Files Jr., Kate Flannery,
Norma Gonzalez, Beth Hebron, Deborah
Hebron, Mimi Hermann, Norma Hermann,
Carmen “Guy” Juliano, Elizabeth Mary, Patricia
McDonnell, Neville Moore, Megan More,
Kathleen Mullan, Kate Mullin, Ludgarda Rosa,
Julian Sherman, Marie Somers, Elizabeth Stuart,
Donna T., Mary Jane Tannen, Kathi Thiemer,
Quentin Tiemeyer, Sr. Mary Jo Ward, Stephanie
Windsor
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FOR THE SICK




Bereavement Ministry:
A Support Group for Those Grieving

Led by Deacon Walter Wiggins and other trained
facilitators

If a loved one has passed away, either recently or years ago,
please join us for our series of eight sessions.

Each session includes information, grief support and mutual
sharing in a spiritual, confidential setting.

First meeting: Sunday, January 18th 2026

at Our Lady of Sorrows Church
217 Prospect Avenue, South Orange NJ 07079
(we will gather in the Lower Church)
Tpm-2:30pm
(following the 11:30 Mass)
Refreshments will be served.

Pre-registration is required: if you are interested in
joining us or hearing more about the group,
please contact us via email at
bereavement@olschurch.com
or inquire with our Ministry Associate Stephanie
at ministries@olschurch.com.
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Youth Free Throw Contest

Sponsored by the

Knights of Columbus Regina Pacis Council #4066

Friday, January 9, 2026
6:30 pm
Our Lady of Sorrows School Gym

e Girls and Boys ages 9-14 may participate in the competition (participants will compete
within their age/gender group)

e Registration will take place upon arrival the day of the contest (parent/guardian must be
present to fill out registration form)

e *No pre-registration required*

e Any questions please contact Council4066@gmail.com

FREE OF CHARGE




